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Application of the principles of the Convention in international forums

Statement by Ecoropa (Antje Lorch)

We currently discuss a decision to be taken in at MOP7 later this year - but the promotion of the 
Aarhus Principles is not a theoretical matter that can wait.
As the public we need you as Aarhus Parties to take responsibility for applying the Aarhus 
principles in international forums now.

Two major UN bodies are currently holding online negotiations - and there are huge challenges 
to public participation.

The Convention on Biological Diversity is currently holding 6 week long online negotiations. 
Public participation is reduced to a few statements on the discretion of the chair.
In the current format, civil society has become virtually invisible, and communication with 
delegates is next to impossible.

Internet access is very unequal across continents, countries and rural areas. Power cuts happen 
regularly. 
Participants often drop out - even at critical moments in the negotiations. They can't hear what 
has been said, and sometimes decisions are taken in their absence.

At this point, even Parties are objecting online negotiations. The African Group reported that 
sometimes only two or three countries are online. Sometimes even only one. 
If even Parties feel exclude from the negotiations: How can the public participate?

Nonetheless, in the last days, the CBD Bureau decided to hold even more online negotiations in 
the coming months.

Last week, the UNFCCC also started online negotiations of its subsidiary bodies. G77 and China 
have highlighted the same problems for Party participation.
As parties they have the space to raise this concerns in the meeting, or to bracket whole texts.
But as the public, we don't have this options.

We therefore need you as Aarhus Parties to take responsibility to ensure a meaningful public 
participation in international forums at this point in time. 


