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Survey Design
• Aim: Measure rates of infection and how many people have developed 

antibodies to the virus over time
• Sample: Representative of UK by geography, ethnicity and age
• Method: Repeated at-home (infection) and capillary blood (antibody)

• Swab: Every weekly visit that takes place in the first month (week 0-4) 5 visits 
in total, then monthly for 12 months

• Blood: 20% of swabbed people, every month for 12 months

• Pilot: 11,000 households, 25,000 people
• Main study: Now conducted over 3 million tests



What have our findings shown?

• Data from the CIS has directly 
supported key decision making:
• Regional lockdown 
• December lockdown
• New variant
• Roadmap



Analysis to inform local lockdowns



Analysis to understand new variants



Analysis to inform testing strategies



Adapting the survey- ramping up
• Initial pilot – 20,000 participants
• Now samples 150,000 respondents per fortnight across England, 

Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland
• Finger prick blood testing to track antibody 

prevalence
• Regular antibody testing of around 150,000 

per month



Dissemination Percentage of people testing positive for antibodies, February to April 2021

• Sharing across Government 
for operational decision 
making and helping the 
public understand



Thank you

Any questions?
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