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UNECE Safety Guidelines and Good Practices for TMFs and 
a related Methodology

• Ranking TMFs according 
to their hazard/risk

• Basic data needed 
(volume, toxicity…)

Tailings Hazard/Risk Index 
(THI/TRI) Method TMF Checklist

• Questionnaire
• Evaluation Matrix for the 

TMF safety level
• Measure Catalogue

Updated in 2020 (TRI)



Identification of TMFs, including those with transboundary effects 
in Kazakhstan and Tajikistan

4 TMFs capable of causing 
transboundary effects in 
Tajikistan

Development of an inventory 
and mapping of 121 TMFs in 
KAZ (7 with transb. effects) 
and 13 TMFs in TAJ



On-site training in Altyntau, Kokshetau in Kazakhstan 
(11-13 June 2019), with Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan

Photos credit: UNECE

On-site training in Kazakhstan (2019)

Resulted in a report:



• 23 April – technical/preparatory meeting, online
• 2-4 June– on-site training (face-to-face) and 

back-to-back online evaluation workshop
• Redesigned: national (face-to-face) training and 

transboundary (online) meetings

On-site training in Tajikistan (2021)

TMF Checklist

• Questionnaire
• Evaluation Matrix for the 

TMF safety level
• Measure Catalogue

On-site training in Penjikent, Tajikistan (2-4 June 2021) 



Technical meeting (online, 23 April 2021)
to prepare for the on-site training and

strengthen tailings governance 
in Central Asia

Central Asian countries agreed, inter alia, to:

• Work with UNECE to prepare an Action Plan to 
implement their tailings-related EPR 
recommendations 

• Update their national self-assessments and 
action plans to integrate Natech/tailings risks



UNECE Project on strengthening mine tailings safety
in Central Asia (since 2020)

• Establishment of inter-institutional working groups on 
tailings safety in Kazakhstan and in Tajikistan

• Mapping of tailings facilities in Uzbekistan

• Strengthening subregional and transboundary 
cooperation

• Continued engagement with partner organizations (UNEP, 
OECD, OSCE, UNDP) and policy dialogue (mineral 
resource governance, sustainable infrastructure)



Online evaluation workshop (today)

SESSION 1 – Opening of the evaluation workshop and setting the 
scene (15:00–15:20)
Moderator: Mr. Ardasher Mirzozoda, Deputy Chairman of State 
Supervision of Safe Work in Industry and Mining Supervision 
Service under the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan (tbc)

SESSION 2 – Evaluation of the checklist application during the on-
site training at Zarafshon in Penjikent, Tajikistan (15:20 – 16:15)
Moderator: Mr. Dmitry Rudakov, Consultant to the UNECE 
Industrial Accidents Convention

SESSION 3 – Enhancing capacity for governance and policy-
making on tailings safety in Central Asia (16:15 – 18:00)
Moderator: Ms. Sarangoo Radnaaragchaa, Regional Advisor for the 
Environment, UNECE

• Break: 16h50-17h

• Present findings/recommendations 
resulting from the checklist 
application during the on-site training

• Present action plans to implement 
EPR recommendations and updated 
self-assessments and action plans for 
all CA countries which integrate 
tailings/Natech risks

• Update on the progress made by UZB 
in preparing a TMF inventory and by 
KAZ and TAJ with establishing inter-
institutional working groups on 
tailings safety and the prevention of 
accidental water pollution

Objectives



Nex steps: 

First meetings of the IIWGs 
in Kazakhstan and Tajikistan 

until the end of 2021

Inventory/mapping in 
Uzbekistan

Finalization of the draft 
updated Self-Assessments 

and Action Plans and 
implementation of the EPR 

action plans

Subregional workshop on 
strengthening mine tailings 

safety in 2022



UNECE Online seminar and decision on 
strengthening mine tailings safety – Dec 2020
• Online seminar – 43 countries, 115 

participants, 37 organizations, 12 speakers
• Preparedness and response are important, 

but prevention is key
• Mine tailings safety is a regional issue, not 

just a national matter

• Decision – adopted at CoP-11 (Industrial Accidents 
Convention; 7-9 Dec 2020); agreed actions, e.g.:

Use the Safety guidelines 
and good practices for TMFs

Improve inter-institutional 
and stakeholder 

coordination

Review legislation and 
policies on mine tailings 

against int. GP, e.g. the SG

Include TMFs in the 
identification and 

notification of 
hazardous activities

Increase efforts to 
strengthen tailings safety 

and prevent failures, in view 
of more extreme weather 

events due to climate 
change 



Online Toolkit and Training for Strengthening 
Mine Tailings Safety

• Practical training à 3-step approach
• Available at https://unece.org/environment-

policyindustrial-accidents/online-toolkit-and-training-
strengthening-mine-tailings

Training Video on Mine Tailings Safety (ENG, RUS)

https://unece.org/environment-policyindustrial-accidents/online-toolkit-and-training-strengthening-mine-tailings
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