
DATA SPOTLIGHTS
LEVERAGING DATA FROM NEW AND OLD SOURCES 
TO HIGHLIGHT TRANSPORTATION STATISTICS RELEVANCE



3 TIERS OF  STATISTICAL AGENCY AUDIENCES

Core
 Internal (gov’t) 
 C-Suite, White House, US Congress

 External (academia, associations, for-profit)
 Planners, Economists, Analysts, Researchers

 Adjacent
 Tangential or one-time customers
 Students, Transportation, Corporate

 Aspirational
 New customers, general public



3 TIERS OF  STATISTICAL AGENCY AUDIENCES

 Who are they?

 What do they want to know?

 What can they process?



NEW DATA

COVID-19 Pandemic Stimulates Interest in New Data Sources

Data calls in-house, White House, Congress

 Daily Travel

 Univ. of Maryland CATT Lab – distance bands, nationally, by state, by county

 INRIX -VMT

 Commercial Aviation

 U.S. Transportation Security Administration (TSA) – persons screened

 Trade

 Maritime – container port activity

 TransBorder – truck activity at the Niagara bridges

 Rail – carloads and intermodal containers from Amer.  Assoc. of Railroads



WEEKLY COVID-19 CARD

 Audience: Core
 Internal

 Content
 Tables and line charts, 

multiple measures, 
peaks, lows, current, 
% difference from baseline

 No explanatory text



THE WEEK IN TRANSPORTATION

 Audience:  All 3 tiers

 Internal and external

 Content
 Line or bar charts, maps,

one or two measures, 
current, baseline

 Tooltips



THE WEEK IN TRANSPORTATION



THE WEEK IN TRANSPORTATION



DEEP: THE WEEK IN TRANSPORTATION



DATA SPOTLIGHTS

 Audience:  All 3 tiers
 Internal and external

 Content
 Single topic

 Line or bar charts, maps,
one measure at a time,
in succession

 Contextualized

 Explanatory Text

 Subheads 
as transitions

 Tooltips

 Encourage exploration



DATA SPOTLIGHTS



DATA SPOTLIGHTS



DATA SPOTLIGHTS



 Questions?

 Contact:

 Steven.Beningo@dot.gov

 Todd.Solomon@dot.gov

mailto:Steven.Beningo@dot.gov
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