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Rationale
The Value of Public Participation

Public 
participation

Broadens the 
range of views 

and breaks 
sectoral thinking

Results in better 
outcomes and 

better governance

Built over time 
and predicated 

on trusts

Enables 
institutions to 
find common 

ground
Strengthens 
the sense of 
ownership 

and 
belonging



Opportunities for CSOs

International
CBD Provisions

• Article 23
• Article 26
• Article 29.8

National
Legislative, Executive 
Measures and Court 
Decisions

• Access to information
• Conduct consultations

Regional



Philippine Experience
Strong National Consensus

Source: DENR BMB PBSAP 2015-2028

• Gather the views of agencies (NGOs, 
business sectors, IPLCs)

• Mechanisms for public participation 
enable the government to have its 
ears to the ground and be attuned to 
and take heed of what the people are 
saying. 

Sub-Committee on 
Biodiversity



On the issue of geo-engineering

Source: Philstar Global
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Source: Geoengineering Monitor



Precautionary Principle

Where there are threats of serious or irreversible 
damage, lack of full scientific certainty shall not be 
used as a reason for postponing cost-effective 
measures to prevent environmental degradation.

Principle 15
Rio Declaration on Environment and Development
(from Rio Summit 1992)
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