
March 20th, 2013 

Dear Inspector, 

.... 

- S-I J 
€)o . 

· P r lo6 ~8" 

AN BORD PLEANALA 

2 1 MAR 2013 

Senator John Whelan 

I wish to make a submission on my own behalf and as a Senator on behalf of the community and 
public interest which I try to the best of my abilities to represent. 

I believe that the Eirgrid application before you for a so called Sub-Station at Coolnabaca is totally 
inappropriate and unsafe. The proposed siting of this massive installation on an important and 
exposed aquifer poses a serious risk and danger to a crucial water supply and the publ ic health. 

The application before you from Eirgrid is also further seriously flawed, undermined and 
contamination due to the grievous shortcomings in the so called consultation process. It was anything 
but forthright and up-front. The community, the public at large and myself as an elected and 
mandated public represented were all misled and indeed duped by Eirgrid. 

I myself endeavoured over a two year period to engage in the consultation process with Eirgrid but 
instead of getting sight and any insight into Eirgrid's real plans and intentions I was wilfully deceived 
by Eirgrid. This strategy by Eirgrid has let to untold damage and divisiveness within the community 
and in confidence in the company. The public trust in Eirgrid is seriously undermined as a direct result 
of the company failing to fully disclose its plans and objectives which are far more wide reaching and 
ranging, and far more extensive in scale than anything ever revealed or disclosed by Eirgrid at any of 
the consultation meetings. 

It is clear that the Laois hub being proposed by Eirgrid has little or nothing to do with the Laois -
Kilkenny Reinforcement project but rather to prepare for wholesale and large scale connectivity to the 
grid from a massive range of wind farms being proposed by private commercial interests all across 
Laois and the Midlands. (Please see correspondence and information leaflet attached). 

I therefore respectively suggest that the Eirgrid proposal is based on a false premise in an attempt to 
conceal its actual purpose. Due to the misleading nature of the flawed consultation process and the 
application I contend that it should not only be refused but actually withdrawn. Failing this, the least 
the community can expect is a full and open public oral hearing to permit all aspects of this planning 
application to be inspected and assessed in a wholly transparent way in the interest of proper 
planning and in the best public interest. 

Yours sincerely, 

Senator John Whelan 

Seanad Eireann Constituency Office 
Leinster House Bull Lane 
Kildare Street Portlaoise 
Dublin 2 Co. Laois 

Tel: 01 618 3244 Tel: 057 86 34047 
Email: john.whelan@oir.ie Mobile: 087 250 9663 

Follow John on !] and IEJ 
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Our Ref: 11. VC0035 

Your Ref· 

Ray Niland 
Eirgrid Et ,.6 ,.,·~ ( CA.P m1 L 'a.') 
The Oval, 
160 Shelboume Road, 
Balls bridge, 
Dublin 4. 

An Bord Pleamila 

13th August2009 

Re: 

(\{la,( (e~4& Llc4~ oJ rt\)rlll~ ~)~ (~uo/lto) ~cJ -j:l ~ 
Proposed 400/110 KV Substation ;?r:'oughteeog, Co. Laois And "j 
Associated Line And Station Works. 

Dear Sir, 

I have been asked by An Bard Pleanala to refer further to the above mentioned pre-application 
consultation request. 

Please find enclosed a copy of the wriHen record of the first meeting of the 5th of August, 
2009 which is marked 'Private and Confidcntial'for your information. 

If you have nny queries in relation to the matter please contact the undersigned officer of the 
Board. 

Please quote the above mentioned An Bard Pleamiln reference number in any correspondence 
or telephone contact with the Board. 

Yours faithfully, 

VC07.LTR 

--=,...._-
BY ___ _, 
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Written record of the first pre-application consultation meeting between An Bord 
Pleamila and the prospective applicant (Eit·grid) in relation to the proposed 400/11 OJW k Y 
suhstation)lt'Loughteeog, County Laois, and associated line and station works. 

"ear 

0 Venue: 
0 Date: 

o P resent 

Conference Room, An Bard Pleamila 
5111 August 2009 ( 11.05 am) 

Representing An Bord Plean:lla 
David Dunne · Assistant Director of Planning 
Una Crossc - Senior Planning Inspector 
Marcella Doylc- Senior Executive Officer 
Sinead Mclnemey - Executive Officer 

Representing Prospective Applicant 
Eirgrid 

AN BORD PLEANI\U~ av _____ 
1 I TIME _ ____ -

Deborah Meghen- Eirgrid Manager 
Ray Niland - Eirgrid Project Manager 

2 5 AUG 2009 
Louis Wildenbocr- Eirgrid Principal Man;rger' Plc;nn~r 
Mario Duattc - Eirgrid Tranmission Network Planner 
Tim Kavanagh - ESBI Consultant 

- rROM ___ 
1 L\R·DAIED ....c==-=-

Pb 

Jarlath Doylc- ESBI Consultant 
Ciam Kellet- AOS Planning Consultant 

AlistofattendeesisaltachedasAppendix I.(tw~ d\-'-~ ~u.\.- tvt &Pn'~ 1 tj~.~oV.e.) 

o The meeting was chaired by David Dunne. 

Introduction 

The Board's team was introduced and an agenda set out. 

The Board advised the prospective applicant that the meeting is considered by it to be a 
preliminary meeting the purpose of which will be for the Board to obtain information from 
the prospective applicant in respect of the proposed development. and for lhc prospective 
applicant to seck advice from the Board. Further prc-application consultation meeting or 
meetings may he required, and it is intended that the Board would also meet with the 
relevant local authorities La seek their views on the proposed development. The Board will 
keep a record of the meeting which will then be made available to the public at the end of 
the prc-application consultation process. The decision will be made bv the Board on 
whether or not the proposed development is strategic infrastructure un er ~~~ iULdr::ANALA 
Development (Strategic Infh1structure) Act 2006. The holding of eo i1~\~~ions does ni3\-
prejudice the Board in any way and cannot be relied upon in the forma plaJ nin gcpmeess-or -----f 
in legal proceedings. 2 1 MAR 2013 
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Presentation of Prospective Applicant 
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The prospective applicant responded by introducing its team. 

An overview of the proposed development was given by way of a power point presentation, 
a hard copy of which is attached (Appendix 2).(t1ol- rJtiulvut.1 M>V 4~) 

The proposed development is required to improve the quality and security of supply within 
the area. 

A number of options were considered and four different parameters were examined in 
choosing the most viable option. Thescr included voltage level, voltage stability, outage 
performance and longevity. A 400kV injection pain nd associated 11 OkV integration 
(Loughtecog) was considered to be the best option. 'TltE • ·~"'llal'l ~oNT ~ w i Ll. 11S 1-IEA.rt ~'-'G\'\r..eoc:.. 

1-J IT\-\ -me. 1\o\t." li~,.,'I'Wc. ~ 'Tl\'-" · 

Constraints which have been identified within the study area include terrain, ribbon 
development, road network, special area of development control, forestry, candidate 
Special Area of Conservation, recorded sites and monuments, and areas of high amenity 
and scenic views. (ALSO E'XIS'TlNC. I-IV E-L~'Tthtl IH'FI!It~C.1U.<~ J< VMt,jlA S 'TVttJI'\S) 

A desktop study has been carried our on a number of route options. Six route options 
involving tweF-greend eHbleJ-and three route options involving tmderground cables have 
been identified. L o~o LiNES 

A more detailed assessment of the identified route options will be carried out to identify 
envirorunental constraints for each, and a constraints report will be produced. 

Matters discussed 

The proposed 11 OkV line would be supported by wooden poles, with approximately ISm 
steel structures where the line changes direction. 

lt was stated that visual impact of the proposed development would be the main 
environmental constraint, with recorded sites and monuments also a major consideration. ln 
relation to the candidate Special Area of Conservation - Barrow/Nore river system - the 
Board referred to the Oak woodland and Ute Tree Protection Order~ _in_th ~ :n:-l"n .and.udv.iscd ·=--=-
that tbese should be avoided.'fS'EE fOOT Non:: $\T -£NO Of 'Tlli.S .Site.e:T AN BORD PLEAN.ALA 

TIME BY 
The prospective applicant is currently working on an environmen al conSframls report ~m~----ll 
relation to each ofthe identified route options. 2 1 MAR 2013 

ll was stated that the proposed stations will be designed to facilit<~ t.WJM~tworks, ell0i'v1 
renewable and non-renewable power sources.-:lp,!{seE' ftl',:)'fl\lo~ Ar £1'1P 'ISL Ht::ltT' .rneef. ----11 
A discussion took place in relation to running parts of the proposed development . _ 
underground. The prospective applicant said that the preferred option is to run !ffies-over- oV6l?u~o Lt~~ 
greooe due to issues of mai 1ance attfCty aud seew=ity, however both underground and 
over-ground options will be examined in the context of the surrounding environment. 

·~ltl2rry.tr.SLIP~I'Iti!CALfrope~atlAL. Pi:~I?M~NCE: ~~ J\sroC11\"TE::P hi i'TH v.ciC.lENVIIZ<lNt-I~I.-
1MP-4Cf1 k INC D Cvsl. AL.So N rrn PltiZT OIIL.· PMT ~a c. '.SoLIATl"N' POTE'Miii\L. tt-~c:lle'l\seo viSUA c.. 11-\~ 
When identifying a preferred route, the Board advised that a summary of the methodologyg.,E '10 

of reaching that decision should be provided, and details of the alternatives set out. At th~t~:~ 
Go~L.If'IPS . 

l 



stage the Board will look at whether an environmental report can be submitted with an 
application or whether an environmental impact statement is required. ([he prospective 7 
applicant was infonned of the formal process for scoping an environmental impact · 
statement) IT 1../ftr S"TJI"fEJ) "mAT /leT 1l\€ ~~ MEE'fll'lC. ~ S~UI-P PfW:-.l~N"II-J\i~ Oil ~"T hie ~ 4+\ ~IS 

I.S 12EGlUll!p0 . Dif+ICJtCT1~ Sf PIJ.St1Gl.E. oe~~t.ys rl'l a~l'lC 1\~ 8 . 1'10 SCoP~ ~ ~I.S hJ-\!>t::XPLA;lN~ . 

The Board advised the prospective applicant that detailed discussions should take place 
with all the relevant sections of the local authorities in relation to the proposed 
development. The Board will not meet with the local authorities until such time as a 
preferred route option has been identified. 

The procedures involved in making an application will be provided at a further pre
application consultation meeting. 

Conclusion 

When completed, the environmental constmints report should be submitted for infonnation. 

ll1e prospective applicant will revert to the Board when a preferred route option has been 
identified and a further pre-application consultation meeting will be arranged at that stage. 

The meeting concluded at 12.05 p.m. 

David Dunnc 
Assistant Director of Planning -;' f.3 •.,. August, 2009 
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