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I n t r odu ct io n  by  t h e  
Ex e cu t i ve  Se cr e t a r y
The	 UNECE	 region	 has	 been	 among	 the	 hardest	 hit	 by	 the	 COVID-19	 pandemic.	 In	
addition	to	the	devastating	impact	on	lives	and	health,	countries	are	suffering	heavy	
socio-economic	consequences:	GDP	in	the	region	is	projected	to	fall	by	6-7%	in	2020	
with	significant	discrepancies	across	countries;	unemployment	has	risen	significantly	
despite	 support	measures;	 trade,	 transport	 and	mobility	 across	 borders	 have	 been	
severely	hampered.	

UNECE	has	been	fully	mobilized	to	support	countries	and	17	Resident	Coordinators	to	
address	these	unprecedented	challenges,	contributing	to	the	coordinated	response	of	
the	UN	System	in	Europe	and	Central	Asia,	and	leveraging	our	normative	and	policy	
tools.	

These	 efforts	 are	 helping	 governments	 to	 facilitate	 connectivity,	 address	
transboundary	and	other	risks,	and	support	the	green	and	digital	recovery	needed	to	
reach	the	Sustainable	Development	Goals.

The	COVID-19	crisis	has	disproportionately	affected	women,	both	at	work	and	at	home.	
Without	decisive	action,	the	pandemic	could	undermine	decades	of	progress	towards	
gender	equality	and	 the	empowerment	of	women.	UNECE	stepped	up	 to	 support	a	
gender-responsive	 recovery,	 including	by	 strengthening	gender	 statistics,	analysing	
impacts	on	the	care	economy,	building	the	ICT	skills	of	women	entrepreneurs,	issuing	
recommendations	 to	 harness	 women’s	 role	 in	 resource	 management	 and	 People-
first	Public-Private	Partnerships,	providing	policy	guidance	to	address	gender	gaps	in	
ageing	societies,	and	mobilizing	76	standard-setters	through	our	Gender-Responsive	
Standards	Initiative.

Supporting	the	shift	to	a	more	circular	economy	–	a	key	priority	in	our	region	–	was	
high	on	our	agenda	throughout	the	year.	The	2020	Circularity	Gap	Report	estimates	
that	 the	global	circularity	 rate	stands	at	only	8.6%.	From	reducing	natural	 resource	
use	 through	proper	 resource	management,	 to	 tapping	waste	as	a	 resource,	 reusing	
materials	 in	 motor	 vehicles,	 managing	 the	 nitrogen	 cycle,	 recycling	 hazardous	
materials,	 tackling	food	waste,	or	through	standards	for	traceability,	UNECE	offers	a	
comprehensive	Toolbox	of	practical	instruments	to	help	countries	increase	circularity.		
I	 look	 forward	 to	 our	 discussions	 on	 this	 crucial	 topic	 at	 our	 biennial	 Commission	
session	in	April	2021.

I	am	proud	to	share	with	you	some	examples	of	the	impact	of	our	work	in	2020:	

	� The	 Protocol	 on	Water	 and	 Health	 supported	 countries	 to	 step	 up	 efforts	 to	
uphold	 basic	 human	 rights	 to	 water	 and	 sanitation	 –	 a	 key	 defence	 against	
the	pandemic.	Between	2000	and	2017,	it	has	contributed	to	63	million	people	
gaining	 access	 to	 drinking	water	 and	 84	million	 to	 sanitation	 services	 in	 the	
region.

	� UNECE	 helped	 countries	 coordinate	 emergency	 measures	
under	 UN	 transport	 agreements	 to	 ensure	 delivery	 of	
medical	supplies	including	oxygen.	

	� The	 cold-chain	 logistics	 developed	 by	 50	 countries	 to	
transport	 perishable	 foodstuff	 under	 our	 ATP	 agreement	
will	be	used	for	the	global	roll-out	of	the	COVID-19	vaccines.

	� Countries	 adopted	 legal	 provisions	 for	 the	 full	
computerisation	 of	 the	 TIR	 Convention,	 enabling	 safe	 and	
secure	 cross-border	movement	 of	 goods.	 This	 can	 help	 to	
limit	 COVID-19	 disruption	 to	 supply	 chains.	 TIR	 already	
reduces	cross-border	transport	time	by	up	to	80%,	and	costs	
by	up	to	38%	for	its	77	Contracting	Parties.



	� UNECE	 issued	 policy	 guidance	 to	 support	 more	 age-inclusive	 disaster	 risk	
reduction	strategies	and	emergency	preparedness,	 response,	and	 recovery.	Up	
to	September	2020,	nearly	9	out	of	10	COVID-19	related	deaths	reported	in	the	
UNECE	region	were	among	adults	aged	65	years	and	older.	

	� UNECE	established	an	online	platform	 to	assist	National	Statistical	Offices’	 key	
role	 for	 informed	policy	 responses	 to	 the	pandemic.	The	UNECE	Dashboard	 for	
SDGs	provided	for	the	first	time	a	regional	perspective	on	the	global	indicators	
across	all	17	Goals,	while	the	first	SDG	Progress	Report	for	the	region	pinpointed	
key	progress	and	challenges	for	49	indicators.	

	� A	UNECE/ILO	study	under	the	Transport,	Health	and	Environment	Pan-European	
Programme	(THE	PEP)	revealed	that	15	million	jobs	could	be	created	worldwide	
by	 greening	 the	 transport	 sector	 in	 the	 post-COVID-19	 recovery.	 This	 includes	
10	 million	 jobs	 if	 half	 of	 all	 vehicles	 manufactured	 were	 electric.	 UN	 Vehicle	
Regulations	developed	at	UNECE	make	this	possible	on	a	large	scale.

	� UNECE	 launched	 FeedUp@UN,	 a	 blockchain-enhanced	 system	 for	 identifying,	
quantifying,	and	tracing	food	 lost	and	wasted	along	the	supply	chain,	helping	
to	unlock	circular	economy	opportunities.	An	issue	exacerbated	by	the	COVID-19	
crisis,	 every	 year	 an	estimated	1.6	billion	 tonnes	of	 food	worth	about	USD	1.2	
trillion	are	lost	or	wasted,	accounting	for	8%	of	global	greenhouse	gas	emissions.	

	� UNECE’s	first	Forum	of	Mayors	paved	the	way	for	a	more	inclusive	multilateralism,	
ushering	in	a	new	era	for	cooperation	between	national	and	local	governments	
as	the	UN	turned	75.	Sharing	experiences	of	COVID-19	response	and	recovery,	it	
highlighted	the	critical	need	for	resilient	and	sustainable	cities.	

	� The	UN	Road	Safety	Fund	marked	2	years	of	supporting	low-	and	middle-income	
countries	(where	90%	of	fatalities	occur).	6	new	donors	joined	the	Fund,	bringing	
the	total	number	of	public	and	private	donors	to	16.	Support	by	all	UN	Member	
States	 to	 the	UN	Road	Safety	Fund	and	 to	 the	work	of	 the	Secretary-General’s	
Special	Envoy	 for	Road	Safety,	whose	Secretariats	are	provided	by	UNECE,	was	
encouraged	by	the	UN	General	Assembly	in	its	Resolution	proclaiming	a	Second	
Decade	of	Action	for	Road	Safety	2021–2030.		

You	will	find	many	more	examples	in	this	report.

As	we	 enter	 the	 Decade	 of	 Action	 to	 realize	 the	 vision	 of	 the	 2030	 Agenda,	 I	 look	
forward	 to	 redoubling	 our	 joint	 efforts	 to	 support	 the	 region’s	 continued	 COVID-19	
response	and	the	sustainable	and	inclusive	recovery	needed	to	leave	no	one	behind.	

You	can	count	on	UNECE’s	support.

Olga	Algayerova
Executive	Secretary

of	the	United	Nations	Economic	Commission	for	Europe
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SUSTAINABLE USE OF 

NATURAL RESOURCES

MEASURING AND MONITORING SDGs
SUSTAINABLE MOBILITY AND

SMART CONNECTIVITY

SUSTAINABLE AND SMART

CITIES FOR ALL AGES

Su ppo r t in g  
cou n t r i e s

 t o  a ch ie ve
 t h e  SDGs

UNECE	is	supporting	countries	to	address	
some	of	the	key	sustainable	development	
challenges	facing	the	region,	which	can	

help	steer	efforts	for	a	green	and	inclusive	
socio-economic	recovery	from	the	

COVID-19	crisis.		

Through	an	integrated,	multisectoral	
approach	leveraging	UNECE	norms,	
standards	and	conventions,	and	by	

building	capacities	and	providing	policy	
assistance,	UNECE	is	helping	to	accelerate	
countries’	implementation	of	the	2030	

Agenda.	

This	cross-cutting	work	is	helping	to	drive	
progress	towards	9	core	SDGs	where	UNECE	
has	particular	strengths,	namely	SDGs	3,	
6,	7,	8,	9,	11,	12,	13	and	15.	Partnerships	
(SDG	17)	and	gender	equality	(SDG	5)	

underpin	all	UNECE	activities.	
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MOBILITY AND SMART CONNECTIVITY

MEA
SURING AND MONITORING SDGs

At	the	crossroads	of	all	UNECE	programmes	and	
expertise,	this	report	is	structured	around	4	high-impact	

“nexus”	areas	where	multiple	SDGs	converge.	
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The	UNECE	region	is	a	major	producer	and	consumer	of	natural	resources.	Supporting	the	shift	to	more	efficient,	
cleaner	and	circular	economies	can	have	far-reaching	benefits	across	multiple	SDGs.	Accelerating	this	transition	is	
key	to	drive	the	green	recovery	from	the	COVID-19	crisis.
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	� With	 the	 vulnerability	 of	 global	 raw	 materials	 supply	 chains	 exposed	 by	
COVID-19	disruptions,	countries	advanced	application	of	the	UN	Framework	
Classification	 for	 Resources	 (UNFC)	 and	 development	 of	 the	 UN	 Resource	
Management	System,	which	can	help	identify	alternative	production	options	
covering	 both	 conventional	 and	 unconventional	 sources.	 UNFC	 can	 also	
facilitate	 resource	 recovery	 from	materials	 otherwise	 considered	 as	waste,	
making	the	circular	economy	a	reality.	Progress	in	UNFC	application	in	2020	
included	for	Finland,	and	the	European	Commission	–	which	has	used	UNFC	to	
map	critical	raw	materials	for	battery	production	–	to	support	the	European	
Green	Deal.	 In	the	EU,	at	 least	30	million	jobs	depend	on	the	availability	of	
raw	materials;	while	battery	cell	production	in	the	EU	is	estimated	to	lead	to	
60-90,000	direct	jobs	and	around	180,000	upstream	jobs	by	2030.

	� Micro-,	 small	 and	 medium	 enterprises	 (MSMEs)	 represent	 over	 90%	 of	
companies	in	most	countries	in	the	UNECE	region	and	are	responsible	for	over	
half	of	GDP.	UNECE	developed	Guidelines	and	best	practices	to	harness	MSMEs’	
role	 in	 critical	 raw	 material	 supply	 chains,	 contributing	 to	 building	 their	
resilience	as	part	of	the	circular	economy	transition.	UNECE	guidance	for	the	
energy	efficiency	and	renewables	sector	will	further	support	small	businesses	
to	drive	the	green	recovery;	while	a	report	on	women’s	entrepreneurship	in	
natural	 resource	management	 identified	 opportunities	 for	MSMEs	 to	 seize	
gender	equality	as	a	driver	of	innovation	and	green	growth	in	the	COVID-19	
aftermath.

	� Clean	water	and	sanitation	are	a	key	first	line	of	defence	against	pandemics.	
But	 in	 the	 Pan-European	 region	 alone,	 140	 million	 people	 lack	 access	 to	
clean	water	and	36	million	 lack	access	 to	basic	 sanitation.	 	UNECE	 stepped	
up	 engagement	 to	 support	 countries	 to	 uphold	 these	 basic	 human	 rights	
through	the	Protocol	on	Water	and	Health,	jointly	serviced	with	WHO/Europe.	
Between	 2000	 and	 2017,	 it	 has	 contributed	 to	 63	 million	 people	 gaining	
access	to	drinking	water	and	84	million	to	sanitation	services	in	the	region.	In	
2020,	Montenegro	became	the	27th	Party	to	the	Protocol.

	� Ghana	pushed	 forward	 cross-border	water	 cooperation	 in	Africa	 by	 joining	
the	UN	Water	Convention,	serviced	by	UNECE,	and	Watercourses	Convention.	
UNECE	also	supported	The	Gambia,	Guinea	Bissau,	Mauritania	and	Senegal	
and	 River	 Basin	 Organisations	 to	 establish	 a	 vision	 for	 transboundary	
cooperation	 for	 the	 sustainable	 management	 of	 the	 Senegal-Mauritanian	
Aquifer	Basin,	with	an	estimated	population	of	over	15	million	inhabitants.	
An	 assessment	 by	 UNECE	 and	 partners	 outlined	 solutions	 for	 cooperation	
across	borders	and	sectors	to	urgently	address	the	degradation	of	the	North	
Western	Sahara	Aquifer	System,	which	supports	the	lives	and	livelihoods	of	
4.8	million	people.

https://www.unece.org/info/media/presscurrent-press-h/sustainable-energy/2020/securing-critical-raw-materials-supply-is-key-to-the-response-to-covid-19/doc.html
https://www.unece.org/info/media/presscurrent-press-h/sustainable-energy/2020/securing-critical-raw-materials-supply-is-key-to-the-response-to-covid-19/doc.html
https://www.unece.org/?id=55450
https://unece.org/sustainable-energy/news/unfc-critical-ensure-sustainable-raw-material-management-support-european
https://unece.org/sustainable-energy/news/unfc-critical-ensure-sustainable-raw-material-management-support-european
https://unece.org/sustainable-energy/press/unece-issues-guidelines-and-best-practices-small-businesses-critical-raw
https://unece.org/sustainable-energy/press/unece-issues-guidelines-and-best-practices-small-businesses-critical-raw
https://www.unece.org/?id=54930
https://www.unece.org/?id=54930
https://unece.org/gender/press/unece-suggests-policy-initiatives-foster-women-entrepreneurship-natural-resource
https://unece.org/gender/press/unece-suggests-policy-initiatives-foster-women-entrepreneurship-natural-resource
https://unece.org/environment-policy/water/covid-19-role-water-convention-and-protocol-water-and-health
https://unece.org/environment-policy/water/covid-19-role-water-convention-and-protocol-water-and-health
https://unece.org/environment/press/montenegro-becomes-27th-party-protocol-water-and-health
http://www.unece.org/env/water/text/text.html
https://www.unece.org/info/media/news/environment/2020/towards-a-concerted-management-of-groundwater-in-the-senegal-mauritanian-aquifer-basin-to-promote-peace-and-resilience-among-states/doc.html
https://www.unece.org/info/media/news/environment/2020/towards-a-concerted-management-of-groundwater-in-the-senegal-mauritanian-aquifer-basin-to-promote-peace-and-resilience-among-states/doc.html
https://www.unece.org/info/media/news/environment/2020/towards-a-concerted-management-of-groundwater-in-the-senegal-mauritanian-aquifer-basin-to-promote-peace-and-resilience-among-states/doc.html
https://unece.org/press/broad-cross-sectoral-cooperation-urgently-needed-address-degradation-north-africas-largest
https://unece.org/press/broad-cross-sectoral-cooperation-urgently-needed-address-degradation-north-africas-largest
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	� Albania,	 Greece,	 Kosovo1,	Montenegro	 and	North	Macedonia	 endorsed	 the	
Strategic	Action	Programme	for	the	sustainable	management	of	the	Extended	
Drin	Basin	–	 the	first	 strategic	document	 for	 shared	water	 resources	 in	 the	
sub-region.	 Supported	 by	 a	multi-stakeholder	 project	 in	 partnership	 with	
UNECE,	 it	 sets	 out	 over	 100	 policy	 and	 technical	 actions	 to	 address	 shared	
challenges	for	nature,	society	and	the	economy.

	� Supporting	the	sustainable	energy	shift	needed	for	a	green	recovery,	UNECE	
issued	 recommendations	 to	 help	 scale	 up	 hydrogen	 use	 in	 the	 region.	
Combined	with	electricity	from	renewable	sources,	hydrogen	–	which	can	be	
used	in	transport,	homes,	industry	and	power	generation	–	has	the	potential	
to	replace	hydrocarbons	in	the	region	by	2050.	

	� Countries	 marked	 30	 years	 of	 cooperation	 on	 environmental	 impact	
assessment	 through	 the	 Espoo	Convention	–	 a	 unique	 treaty	 that	 sets	 out	
Parties’	obligations	for	public	involvement	and	cross-border	engagement	in	
planned	 activities	 spanning	 areas	 as	 diverse	 as	 energy,	 transport,	 industry	
and	 water	 infrastructure.	 Parties	 endorsed	 Guidance	 on	 the	 Convention’s	
applicability	to	the	lifetime	extension	of	nuclear	power	plants	–	an	important	
issue	 in	Europe,	where	some	100	nuclear	 reactors	will	be	over	40	years	old	
within	the	next	10	years.	The	Convention	offers	a	practical	 tool	 to	ensure	a	
green	recovery,	aligned	with	the	SDGs.

	� UNECE	 and	 the	 European	 Union	 supported	 Belarus	 and	 Georgia	 to	 plan	
for	 sustainable	 water	 management	 through	 application	 of	 the	 Protocol	
on	 Strategic	 Environmental	 Assessment.	 The	 Protocol	 can	 help	 ensure	
that	 environmental	 and	 health	 considerations	 are	 taken	 into	 account	 in	
countries’	economic	and	regional	development	planning,	including	through	
obligatory	 consultation	 of	 environmental	 and	 health	 authorities,	 and	 the	
public.	Governments	could	use	this	 instrument	to	consider	health	risks	and	
mitigation	measures	for	pandemics	as	part	of	their	planning	processes.	

	� The	European	Environment	Agency	confirmed	a	downward	trend	in	emissions	
for	air	pollutants,	supported	by	binding	emissions	reductions	targets	under	
the	Air	Convention	and	 its	Gothenburg	Protocol,	which	are	 transposed	 into	
EU	legislation.	These	measures	have	added	an	extra	year	to	 life	expectancy	
in	Europe	over	the	last	30	years.	In	2020,	Parties	to	the	amended	Gothenburg	
Protocol	 –	 a	 unique	 and	 binding	 instrument	 that	 covers	 all	 the	major	 air	
pollutants	and	their	groups	–	initiated	a	review	process	to	further	strengthen	
its	effectiveness.

_____________________
1 All references to Kosovo are made in the context of UN Security Council Resolution 1244 (1999)

https://www.unece.org/?id=54352
https://www.unece.org/?id=54352
https://unece.org/sustainable-energy/news/hydrogen-gains-momentum-unece-region
https://unece.org/environment/press/meetings-parties-unece-treaties-environmental-assessment-mark-thirty-years
https://unece.org/environment/press/meetings-parties-unece-treaties-environmental-assessment-mark-thirty-years
https://www.unece.org/info/media/news/environment/2020/unece-and-the-european-union-support-belarus-and-georgia-to-plan-for-sustainable-water-management-through-strategic-environmental-assessment/doc.html
https://www.unece.org/info/media/news/environment/2020/unece-and-the-european-union-support-belarus-and-georgia-to-plan-for-sustainable-water-management-through-strategic-environmental-assessment/doc.html
https://www.unece.org/info/media/news/environment/2020/declining-air-pollution-emissions-indicate-eu-progress-under-unece-air-convention-but-increased-action-needed-across-the-region/doc.html
https://www.unece.org/info/media/news/environment/2020/declining-air-pollution-emissions-indicate-eu-progress-under-unece-air-convention-but-increased-action-needed-across-the-region/doc.html
https://unece.org/environment/news/experts-discuss-possible-strengthening-unece-air-convention-measures-response
https://unece.org/environment/news/experts-discuss-possible-strengthening-unece-air-convention-measures-response
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	� Supporting	 the	broad,	 regional	approach	needed	to	ensure	clean	air	 in	 the	
region	as	the	foundation	for	a	green	recovery	from	the	crisis,	UNECE	assisted	
Kazakhstan,	Kyrgyzstan	and	the	Republic	of	Moldova	towards	accession	and	
full	implementation	of	the	Air	Convention	and	its	key	protocols.

	� A	 guidance	 document	 adopted	 by	 Parties	 to	 the	 Air	 Convention	 will	 give	
governments,	 farmers	and	 their	advisers	 the	evidence	 they	need	 to	 reduce	
the	nitrogen	 that	 is	wasted	 to	air	and	water,	which	 is	estimated	at	around	
USD	200	billion	annually.

	� The	Aarhus	Convention	Compliance	Committee	made	clear	that	the	COVID-19	
pandemic	cannot	justify	any	restriction	of	the	public’s	rights	to	information,	
participation	and	justice	 in	environmental	matters	and	advised	Kazakhstan	
on	the	holding	of	public	hearings	during	the	pandemic.	UNECE	supported	46	
countries	and	 the	European	Union,	 together	with	partner	organizations,	 to	
uphold	the	Convention’s	principles	in	areas	including:	promoting	transparency	
and	digital	transformation	to	support	a	green	and	circular	economy,	biosafety	
and	community	resilience;	assisting	countries	to	promote	effective	access	to	
justice;	safeguarding	environmental	defenders	and	upholding	environmental	
democracy	 in	 international	 trade	 negotiations,	 and	 International	 Civil	
Aviation	Organization	processes.

	� Together	with	the	European	Environment	Agency	in	close	cooperation	with	
Armenia,	Azerbaijan,	Belarus,	Georgia,	the	Republic	of	Moldova	and	Ukraine,	
UNECE	helped	assess	 countries’	 readiness	 for	 e-government	and	open	data	
on	environmental	matters,	and	their	 roadmaps	to	advance	digitalization	of	
environmental	information	systems.	

	� Kazakhstan	and	 Italy	 joined	 the	Protocol	on	Pollutant	Release	and	Transfer	
Registers	-	the	only	legally	binding	international	instrument	of	its	kind.	This	
will	support	them	to	enhance	public	access	to	information	through	databases	
or	 inventories	 of	 potentially	 hazardous	 chemical	 substances	 released	 to	
air,	 water	 and	 soil	 and	 transferred	 off-site	 for	 treatment	 or	 disposal.	 A	
survey	 among	 Parties	 showed	 that	 accession	 to	 the	 Protocol	 brings	many	
advantages,	 including	 support	 for	 government	 efforts	 to	 promote	 a	 green	
and	circular	economy.	UNECE	also	supported	coordination	and	cooperation	in	
reporting	under	the	Protocol.

	� Supporting	 strengthened	 environmental	 governance,	 UNECE	 assisted	
Uzbekistan	to	review	its	legislative	framework	and	provided	recommendations	
on	its	compatibility	with	the	requirements	of	the	Aarhus	Convention.

	� To	support	countries’	green	recovery	efforts,	UNECE	published	the	“Guidelines	
on	 the	Promotion	of	Green	 Jobs	 in	Forestry”,	 together	with	FAO	and	Forest	
Europe.	The	guidelines	provide	recommendations	on	how	forestry	can	retain	
existing	and	attract	new	high	potential	workers.

https://unece.org/environment/news/unece-kicks-clean-air-project-kazakhstan-supporting-ratification-key-air
https://unece.org/info/media/news/environment/2020/improving-air-emission-inventory-virtually-in-kyrgyzstan/doc
https://unece.org/environment/news/unece-air-convention-helps-republic-moldova-target-emissions-reductions-key-air
https://unece.org/environment/press/un-mobilises-action-tackle-200bn-year-waste-and-pollution-caused-global-nitrogen
https://unece.org/environment/press/un-mobilises-action-tackle-200bn-year-waste-and-pollution-caused-global-nitrogen
https://unece.org/environment/press/un-mobilises-action-tackle-200bn-year-waste-and-pollution-caused-global-nitrogen
https://www.unece.org/?id=55069
https://www.unece.org/?id=55069
https://unece.org/environment/news/promoting-transparency-and-digital-transformation-support-green-and-circular
https://unece.org/environment/news/promoting-transparency-and-digital-transformation-support-green-and-circular
https://unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/pp/wgp/WGP_24/UNECE_weekly_WGP-24_AC.pdf
https://eni-seis.eionet.europa.eu/east/areas-of-work/access-to-environmental-information
https://eni-seis.eionet.europa.eu/east/areas-of-work/access-to-environmental-information
https://www.unece.org/?id=53657
https://unece.org/environment/press/unece-welcomes-ratification-protocol-pollutant-release-and-transfer-registers-0
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2020-12/Final_News_article-WGP-8 .pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2020-12/Final_News_article-WGP-8 .pdf
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	� Together	with	FAO,	UNECE	launched	the	first	comprehensive	study	of	forest	
ownership	 in	 the	 region,	 providing	 an	 analysis	 of	 the	 interplay	 between	
public	 and	 private	 ownership,	 management	 policy,	 and	 forest	 goods	 and	
services.		

	� In	the	run-up	to	the	UN	Decade	on	Ecosystem	Restoration	(2021-2030)	and	to	
increase	ambitions	to	include	nature-based	solutions	in	green	recovery	plans,	
UNECE,	FAO	and	 IUCN	 raised	awareness	of	 funding	opportunities	 for	 Forest	
Landscape	Restoration	 (FLR).	UNECE	also	 supported	ongoing	FLR	efforts	 in	
the	Caucasus	and	Central	Asia.	

	� UNECE	and	FAO’s	Forest	Products	Annual	Market	Review	–	a	go-to	resource	for	
the	sector	–	illustrated	the	market’s	resilience	despite	COVID-19	disruptions.	
It	 further	highlighted	major	challenges	 including	 the	bark	beetle	epidemic	
ravaging	Central	Europe	–		causing	log	prices	to	fall	by	more	than	30%		–		and	
devastating	forest	fires,	which	on	the	West	Coast	of	the	US	are	estimated	to	
have	spread	over	an	area	the	size	of	Belgium	in	2020.	

	� Countries	 committed	 to	 strengthening	 Pan-European	 cooperation	 for	
industrial	 safety,	 harnessing	 the	 UNECE	 Industrial	 Accidents	 Convention	 to	
enhance	 prevention,	 preparedness	 and	 response.	 Building	 on	 20	 years	 of	
cooperation,	 the	 Convention’s	 41	 Parties	 took	 a	 key	 decision	 to	 strengthen	
mine	 tailings	 safety,	 helping	 to	 address	 issues	 at	 persistent	 hot	 spots,	 in	
particular	 in	 Eastern	 and	 South-Eastern	 Europe,	 the	 Caucasus	 and	 Central	
Asia.

	� Albania	became	 the	32nd	Party	 to	 the	amendment	on	genetically	modified	
organisms	to	the	Aarhus	Convention,	advancing	biosafety,	public	participation	
and	green	economy	to	drive	sustainable	development.

	� The	 first	 e-learning	 introductory	 course	 on	 SDG	 16	 and	 Access	 Rights,	 the	
Aarhus	 Convention,	 and	 the	 Escazu	 Agreement	 was	 jointly	 prepared	 by	
UNEP,	UNECE	and	ECLAC	with	the	support	of	the	European	Union	through	the	
InforMEA	project.

	� UNECE	joined	forces	with	the	UN	system	in	Europe	and	Central	Asia	to	guide	
UN	 Country	 Teams’	 integration	 of	 environmental	 sustainability	 in	 their	
support	to	governments’	green	recovery.	

	� UNECE	launched	FeedUp@UN,	a	blockchain-enhanced	system	for	identifying,	
quantifying	 and	 tracing	 food	 lost	 and	 wasted	 along	 the	 supply	 chain.	 An	
issue	exacerbated	by	the	COVID-19	crisis,	every	year	an	estimated	1.6	billion	
tonnes	of	food	worth	about	USD	1.2	trillion	are	lost	or	wasted,	accounting	for	
an	 estimated	8%	of	global	 greenhouse	gas	 emissions.	 FeedUP@UN	can	be	
integrated	with	commercial	marketplaces	or	foodbank	distribution	channels	
and	contribute	to	the	transition	towards	circular	economy	systems.

https://unece.org/forests/publications/forest-ownership-ece-region
https://unece.org/forests/publications/forest-ownership-ece-region
https://www.unece.org/?id=55587
https://unece.org/info/media/presscurrent-press-h/environment/2020/cop-11-to-the-industrial-accidents-convention-steering-the-industrial-safety-community-into-the-next-decade-prepared-towards-achieving-agenda-2030/doc
https://unece.org/info/media/presscurrent-press-h/environment/2020/cop-11-to-the-industrial-accidents-convention-steering-the-industrial-safety-community-into-the-next-decade-prepared-towards-achieving-agenda-2030/doc
https://unece.org/environment/press/unece-industrial-accidents-convention-celebrates-20-years-pan-european
https://unece.org/environment/press/unece-industrial-accidents-convention-celebrates-20-years-pan-european
https://unece.org/environment/press/conference-parties-industrial-accidents-convention-helps-strengthen-mine-tailings
https://unece.org/environment/press/conference-parties-industrial-accidents-convention-helps-strengthen-mine-tailings
https://unece.org/environment/press/albania-joins-aarhus-conventions-amendment-genetically-modified-organisms
https://unece.org/environment/press/albania-joins-aarhus-conventions-amendment-genetically-modified-organisms
https://aarhusclearinghouse.unece.org/resources/e-learning-course-sdg-16-and-access-rights-aarhus-convention-and-escazu-agreement
https://aarhusclearinghouse.unece.org/resources/e-learning-course-sdg-16-and-access-rights-aarhus-convention-and-escazu-agreement
https://unece.org/environment/news/un-system-europe-and-central-asia-issues-summary-recommendations-environmental
https://unece.org/environment/news/un-system-europe-and-central-asia-issues-summary-recommendations-environmental
http://feedup.unece.org/
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	� The	 COVID-19	 crisis	 is	 affecting	millions	 of	 workers	 in	 the	 global	 garment	
and	 footwear	 industry.	With	EU	support,	UNECE	 is	 leading	an	 international	
effort	 to	 make	 it	 easier	 to	 track,	 trace	 and	 label	 products,	 supporting	 a	
more	 sustainable	 and	 resilient	 recovery	 for	 the	 sector	 and	 contributing	 to	
the	 circular	 economy.	 UNECE-organized	 consultations	 brought	 together	
hundreds	of	experts	representing	almost	200,000	companies	from	across	the	
world.	UNECE	released	policy	recommendations,	implementation	guidelines	
and	 a	 traceability	 standard	 together	with	 an	 industry-wide	 Call	 to	 Action,	
expected	 to	 be	 adopted	 in	 early	 2021.	 An	 innovative	 blockchain	 pilot	 for	
increased	tracking	and	tracing	of	cotton	value	chains	brought	together	over	a	
dozen	partners	from	5	countries.

	� UNECE	developed	guidelines	on	“People-first”	Public-Private	Partnerships	for	
waste-to-energy	 projects	 to	 help	 policy	makers,	 industry	 and	 civil	 society	
turn	 waste	 materials	 into	 a	 valuable	 power	 source	 and	 circular	 economy	
opportunity.	 Presently,	 some	 1,200	 waste-to-energy	 plants	 worldwide	
contribute	 to	 around	 1%	 of	 the	 global	 renewable	 energy	 supply,	 and	 the	
market	is	expected	to	grow	by	over	7%	per	year	until	2027.	

https://unece.org/info/media/news/trade/2020/with-improved-tracking-tracing-and-labelling-the-garment-sector-has-an-opportunity-to-build-back-more-sustainably/doc
https://unece.org/info/media/news/trade/2020/with-improved-tracking-tracing-and-labelling-the-garment-sector-has-an-opportunity-to-build-back-more-sustainably/doc
https://unece.org/node/350068
https://unece.org/node/350068


SU
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AIN
ABLE AND SMART CITIES FOR ALL AGES

The	UNECE	 region	 is	 among	 the	most	highly	urbanized	 in	 the	world	and	 the	 share	of	 its	population	 living	 in	 cities	 is	
expected	to	continue	rising	over	the	next	decades.	Cities	have	been	on	the	front	 lines	of	 the	COVID-19	pandemic	and	
have	had	to	innovate	in	response	to	unprecedented	challenges.	In	the	recovery,	cities	have	a	key	role	to	play	in	addressing	
complex	 sustainable	development	challenges	–	 for	housing,	energy,	 transport,	environmental	management,	disaster	
risk	reduction,	climate	change,	population	ageing	and	many	other	areas.	
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	� UNECE’s	 first	 Forum	 of	 Mayors	 paved	 the	 way	 for	 a	 more	 inclusive	
multilateralism,	 ushering	 in	 a	 new	 era	 for	 cooperation	 between	 national	
and	local	governments	as	the	UN	turned	75.	The	Forum	brought	together	41	
cities	as	diverse	as	Geneva,	Glasgow,	Milan,	Kazan,	Reykjavík,	and	Belgrade	
to	share	concrete	experiences	of	responding	to	the	COVID-19	pandemic,	the	
climate	crisis	and	natural	hazards,	highlighting	the	critical	need	for	resilient	
and	sustainable	cities.

	� UNECE	 drafted	 a	 post-COVID-19	 Recovery	 Action	 Plan	 for	 Informal	
Settlements	 –	 home	 to	 50	million	 people	 in	 the	 region	 –,	 together	 with	
assessment	reports	with	concrete	recommendations	for	Bishkek,	Podgorica,	
Skopje	and	Tirana.	In	Bishkek,	up	to	a	quarter	of	almost	1	million	inhabitants	
live	 in	 47	 informal	 settlements,	 which	 often	 lack	 basic	 services,	 such	 as	
water,	electricity,	gas	and	sanitation	systems	and	basic	 infrastructure,	 such	
as	schools,	kindergartens,	road	and	shopping	areas.	This	work	builds	on	the	
Guidelines	for	the	formalization	of	informal	constructions.

	� Support	 to	 city	 governments	 of	 Bishkek,	 Kharkiv	 and	 Tirana	 included	 to	
design	 and	 implement	 economic	 and	 financial	 responses	 to	 the	 COVID-19	
crisis	and	the	development	of	guidance	documents	to	lead	these	and	other	
cities	in	the	Local	Economic	and	Financial	Recovery.

	� UNECE	stepped	up	 to	help	countries	address	COVID-19	 impacts	on	housing	
affordability	 through	 the	 #Housing2030	 initiative	 implemented	 with	
Housing	Europe	and	UN-Habitat.	Over	100	million	people	spend	more	than	
40%	of	their	disposable	 income	on	housing,	and	at	 least	10	million	people	
are	on	a	waiting	list	for	social	housing.	Contributing	to	this	initiative,	UNECE	
supported	Malta	to	uphold		social	and	economic	rights	to	housing.

	� Faced	with	a	EUR	800	million	bill	to	rebuild	homes	damaged	by	earthquakes	
and	 with	 diminished	 public	 resources	 due	 to	 COVID-19,	 UNECE	 assisted	
Albania	towards	the	revision	of	its	National	Housing	Strategy	and	Action	Plan,	
harnessing	new	approaches	to	finance	housing	construction.

	� The	“Guide	to	Circular	Cities”	developed	under	the	United	for	Smart	Sustainable	
Cities	(U4SSC)	initiative,	 led	by	UNECE,	ITU	and	UN-Habitat,	supports	urban	
policy	makers	 to	assess	and	catalyse	circular	economy	opportunities	across	
all	areas	of	city	governance.	It	draws	on	17	concrete	case	studies	from	around	
the	world.

	� Providing	 recommendations	 to	 help	 cities	 leverage	 additional	 financial	
resources	 for	 their	 projects,	 including	 to	 address	 economic	 consequences	
of	 the	 COVID-19	pandemic,	UNECE	 also	 developed	Guidelines	 on	 tools	 and	
mechanisms	 to	 finance	 Smart	 Sustainable	 Cities	 projects	 under	 the	 U4SSC	
initiative.

https://unece.org/housing-and-land-management/press/pandemic-shows-need-resilient-and-sustainable-cities-say-local
https://unece.org/housing/post-covid-19-recovery
https://unece.org/housing/post-covid-19-recovery
https://unece.org/housing-and-land-management/news/unece-and-city-bishkek-will-work-together-solve-problem-informal
https://unece.org/housing-and-land-management/publications/guidelines-formalization-informal-constructions
https://unece.org/housing-and-land-management/urban-resilience-after-covid19
http://www.unece.org/housing/affordablehousing.html
https://unece.org/housing-and-land-management/news/unece-supports-malta-uphold-economic-and-social-rights-housing
https://unece.org/housing-and-land-management/news/unece-supports-malta-uphold-economic-and-social-rights-housing
https://unece.org/housing-and-land-management/news/building-back-better-albania-unece-supports-housing-sector-reforms
https://unece.org/housing-and-land-management/news/building-back-better-albania-unece-supports-housing-sector-reforms
https://unece.org/housing-and-land-management/publications/guide-circular-cities
https://unece.org/housing-and-land-management/publications/guide-circular-cities
https://unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/hlm/documents/2020/ECE_HBP_2020_4-E.pdf
https://unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/hlm/documents/2020/ECE_HBP_2020_4-E.pdf
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	� An	Information	Repository	launched	by	the	European	Investment	Bank	and	
UNECE	will	help	countries	benefit	from	good	practices	and	lessons	learned	in	
land-use	planning	and	industrial	safety,	supporting	coordinated	approaches	
to	 enhance	 disaster	 resilience,	 harnessing	 UNECE	 instruments.	 The	 recent	
warehouse	explosion	in	Beirut	(2020),	the	dam	break	in	Brazil	(2019)	and	the	
explosions	at	a	chemical	plant	in	Texas	during	Hurricane	Harvey	(2017)	show	
the	need	for	coordinated	and	preventative	action.

	� On	top	of	significant	health	and	environmental	impacts	of	traffic	congestion	
in	cities,	the	annual	economic	damage	associated	with	delays	 in	passenger	
transport	and	cargo	 in	Europe	 is	estimated	at	around	€100	billion,	or	more	
than	1%	of	GDP	of	the	EU.	To	help	make	urban	transport	systems	greener	and	
more	efficient	to	drive	a	sustainable	recovery	from	the	COVID-19	crisis,	UNECE,	
under	 the	 Transport,	 Health	 and	 Environment	 Pan-European	 Programme,	
issued	a	new	handbook	to	guide	holistic	policy	approaches	to	mobility	and	
spatial	planning,	guidance	on	reducing	car	use	in	cities	and	recommendations	
to	scale	up	car-sharing	and	car-pooling	in	Central	Asia.

	� UNECE	member	States	joined	forces	to	create	a	task	force	to	develop	a	set	of	
principles	to	make	post-COVID-19	pandemic	mobility	more	environmentally	
sound,	healthy	and	sustainable	under	the	Transport,	Health	and	Environment	
Pan-European	Programme	(THE	PEP).

	� The	COVID-19	pandemic	has	highlighted	 the	 vulnerability	of	 older	persons	
in	emergencies:	up	to	September	2020,	nearly	9	out	of	10	COVID-19	related	
deaths	reported	in	the	UNECE	region	were	among	adults	aged	65	years	and	
older.	UNECE	issued	a	new	Policy	Brief	to	support	more	age-inclusive	disaster	
risk	reduction	strategies	and	emergency	preparedness,	response	and	recovery	
–	both	in	a	pandemic	and	in	view	of	the	increasing	frequency,	gravity,	and	
impact	 of	 emergency	 situations,	 intensified	 by	 factors	 including	 climate	
change,	 industrialization	 and	 urbanization.	 In	 the	 UNECE	 region,	 persons	
aged	65	and	older	account	for	almost	17%	of	the	total	population	in	2020,	
forecast	to	increase	to	around	24%	in	2050.

	� To	uphold	the	rights	and	dignity	of	older	persons	through	health,	social	care	
and	 enabling	 environments	 in	 Europe	 and	 Central	 Asia,	 UNECE	 launched	 a	
Joint	Programme	on	Ageing	in	partnership	with	UNFPA,	WHO,	the	Office	of	
the	 UN	 High	 Commissioner	 for	 Human	 Rights,	 and	 HelpAge	 International.	
One	of	its	first	activities	is	an	assessment	of	the	impact	of	COVID-19	on	long-
term	care	for	older	persons	in	Kazakhstan,	which	could	be	used	as	a	potential	
model	for	other	countries	in	the	region	to	follow.

https://unece.org/environment/press/we-must-not-wait-next-ammonium-nitrate-blast-solutions-exist-improve-safety
http://www.unece.org/?id=51101
https://www.unece.org/info/media/presscurrent-press-h/environment/2017/explosions-at-chemical-plant-following-hurricane-harvey-highlight-need-to-step-up-prevention-and-preparedness-for-extreme-weather-related-industrial-accidents/doc.html
https://unece.org/pep/press/unece-launches-handbook-sustainable-urban-mobility-and-spatial-planning-help-steer-cities
https://unece.org/pep/press/unece-launches-handbook-sustainable-urban-mobility-and-spatial-planning-help-steer-cities
https://unece.org/transport/press/lets-make-post-covid-19-mobility-more-sustainable-unece-issues-guidance-reducing
https://unece.org/transport/press/unece-provides-recommendations-support-car-sharing-and-carpooling-central-asias
https://www.unece.org/?id=54409
https://www.unece.org/?id=54409
https://www.unece.org/?id=54409
https://www.unece.org/?id=55557
https://www.unece.org/?id=55557
https://unece.org/population/news/new-joint-programme-will-support-countries-upholding-rights-and-dignity-older
https://unece.org/population/news/new-joint-programme-will-support-countries-upholding-rights-and-dignity-older
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	� Focusing	 on	 3	 realms	 of	 urban	 life	 –	 housing,	 access	 to	 green	 spaces	 and	
public	 places,	 and	 transport	 –	 UNECE	 issued	 recommendations	 on	 how	
smart	 technologies	 can	 enhance	 the	 quality	 of	 life	 and	 social	 inclusion	 of	
older	persons.	The	population	aged	80+	is	the	fastest	growing	age	group	in	
Europe’s	urban	areas	–	up	from	2.8%	in	2000	to	4.5%	in	2015.

	� UNECE	 published	 Recommendations	 to	 guide	 national	 statistical	 offices	 in	
deciding	 whether,	 when	 and	 how	 to	 include	 populations	 of	 older	 people	
living	in	care	homes	and	other	institutions	–	who	are	often	missed	out	in	data	
collection,	including	initially	in	COVID-19	mortality	and	infection	statistics	in	
some	countries	–	in	the	production	of	ageing-related	statistics.

	� UNECE	 issued	 guidelines	 to	 help	 close	 the	 gap	 between	 technologies,	
standards	and	implementation	for	energy	efficient	buildings	–	a	key	avenue	
for	 the	 region’s	 green	 recovery.	Today,	 buildings	 account	 for	 approximately	
1/3	 of	 total	 final	 energy	 consumption	 and	 almost	 40%	 of	 CO2	 emissions.	
Deep	energy	retrofits	of	buildings	can	reduce	energy	demand	linked	to	space	
heating	by	2/3	or	more.	

	� By	 the	 end	 of	 2020,	 over	 20	 cities	 in	 16	 countries	 pledged	 to	 plant	
approximately	11	million	trees	under	the	Trees	in	Cities	Challenge	launched	
by	UNECE	and	Mayors.	Despite	disruptions	caused	by	the	COVID-19	pandemic,	
most	participating	cities	reported	being	on	track	with	meeting	their	pledges	
by	the	end	of	2020.	UNECE	is	extending	the	Trees	in	Cities	Challenge	until	the	
end	of	2022.

https://unece.org/population/news/growing-old-city-age-friendly-environments-are-needed-create-sustainable-and-smart
https://unece.org/population/news/growing-old-city-age-friendly-environments-are-needed-create-sustainable-and-smart
https://unece.org/population/news/growing-old-city-age-friendly-environments-are-needed-create-sustainable-and-smart
https://www.unece.org/?id=54379
https://www.unece.org/?id=54379
https://www.unece.org/?id=54379
https://www.unece.org/?id=54122
https://www.unece.org/?id=54122
https://treesincities.unece.org/


SU
ST

AIN
AB

LE 
MOBILITY AND SMART CONNECTIVITY

Connectivity	has	been	impaired	by	restrictions	to	mobility	and	health	compliance	requirements	during	the	pandemic.	
However,	 the	crisis	offers	a	unique	opportunity	 to	 shift	 to	 safer,	more	efficient	and	environmentally	 friendly	 forms	of	
mobility	and	economic	connectivity	as	powerful	catalysts	for	sustainable	development.	Nurturing	innovation,	mobilizing	
partnerships	and	capitalizing	on	the	potential	of	new	technologies	can	drive	cross-cutting	SDGs	progress.
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	� To	 ensure	 delivery	 of	 essential	 goods	 and	 to	 limit	 socio-economic	 impacts	
of	 the	 pandemic	 due	 to	 supply	 chain	 disruptions,	 UNECE	 launched	 an	
Observatory	 on	 Border	 Crossings	 Status,	 which	 gathers	 all	 information	 on	
cross-border	 limitations	 worldwide,	 directly	 from	 governments,	 partner	
organizations	and	the	transport	sector.		The	Observatory	has	been	visited	over	
100,000	times,	by	users	in	almost	every	country	on	earth.

	� Parties	 to	 UN	 agreements	 administered	 by	 UNECE	 negotiated	 exceptional	
provisions	 to	 facilitate	 the	 safe	 transport	 of	 medical	 supplies	 during	 the	
pandemic	–	including	oxygen,	for	which	demand	surged	5	to	10	times	due	
to	COVID-19.	

	� Countries	 adopted	 legal	 provisions	 for	 the	 full	 computerisation	 of	 the	 TIR	
Convention.	 TIR	 enables	 over	 34,000	 transport	 and	 logistics	 companies	
worldwide	to	reduce	cross-border	transport	time	by	up	to	80%	and	costs	by	up	
to	38%.	Successful	piloting	of	the	digitalized	“eTIR”	system	has	demonstrated	
how	it	can	unlock	further	efficiency	gains.	This	could	be	especially	crucial	for	
Landlocked	Developing	Countries,	who	face	transport	costs	up	to	85%	higher	
than	 global	 averages.	 To	 combat	 COVID-19	 disruptions,	 eTIR	 can	 facilitate	
seamless	operation	of	supply	chains	while	reducing	virus	transmission	risks	
by	minimising	physical	contact	between	customs	officers	and	truck	drivers.	In	
2020,	Egypt	became	the	77th	Party	to	the	TIR	Convention.

	� A	 UNECE/ILO	 study	 under	 the	 Transport,	 Health	 and	 Environment	 Pan-
European	Programme	revealed	major	employment	opportunities	of	greening	
the	 transport	 sector	 in	 the	 post-COVID-19	 recovery.	 10	 million	 additional	
jobs	 could	 be	 created	 worldwide	 –	 	 2.9	 million	 in	 the	 UNECE	 region	 –	 if	
50%	of	all	vehicles	manufactured	were	electric.	Harmonized	UN	Regulations	
developed	at	UNECE	cover	electric	and	other	sustainable	fuel	sources,	making	
this	possible	on	a	large	scale.	In	addition,	almost	5	million	new	jobs	could	be	
created	worldwide,	–	2.5	million	 in	the	UNECE	region	–	 if	UNECE	countries	
doubled	investment	in	public	transport.	

	� UNECE’s	World	Forum	for	the	Harmonization	of	Vehicle	Regulations	adopted	
the	 first	 binding	 international	 regulation	 on	 so-called	 “level	 3”	 vehicle	
automation,	 marking	 an	 important	 step	 towards	 the	 wider	 deployment	
of	 automated	 vehicles	 to	 help	 realize	 a	 vision	 of	 safer,	 more	 sustainable	
mobility	for	all.	Japan	and	the	European	Union	announced	they	will	apply	the	
regulation	following	its	entry	into	force	in	January	2021.

	� Two	new	UN	Regulations	on	Cybersecurity	and	Software	Updates	became	the	
first	ever	 internationally	harmonized	and	binding	norms	in	this	area.	Given	
the	widespread	use	of	UN	Regulations	 in	 the	global	automotive	sector,	 the	
broad	adoption	of	these	regulations	across	the	world	is	expected.	The	need	
to	strengthen	automotive	cybersecurity	will	 trigger	massive	 investments	–	
estimated	to	increase	from	4.9	billion	USD	in	2020	to	9.7	billion	USD	in	2030.

https://wiki.unece.org/display/CTRBSBC/Observatory+on+Border+Crossings+Status+due+to+COVID-19+Home
https://unece.org/transport/press/response-covid-19-countries-coordinate-efforts-guarantee-delivery-medical-supplies
https://unece.org/transport/press/countries-adopt-legal-provisions-full-computerisation-tir-convention
https://unece.org/transport/press/countries-adopt-legal-provisions-full-computerisation-tir-convention
https://www.unece.org/?id=53693
https://unece.org/transport/news/computerised-tir-convention-can-help-landlocked-developing-countries-boost-trade
https://unece.org/transport/news/computerised-tir-convention-can-help-landlocked-developing-countries-boost-trade
https://www.unece.org/?id=54431
https://www.unece.org/?id=54431
https://www.unece.org/?id=54669
https://www.unece.org/?id=54669
https://unece.org/press/un-regulations-cybersecurity-and-software-updates-pave-way-mass-roll-out-connected-vehicles
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	� UNECE	endorsed	a	new	UN	Regulation	featuring	the	Worldwide	Harmonized	
Light	Vehicles	Test	Procedure.	Following	its	entry	into	force	in	January	2021,	
the	majority	 of	 cars	 sold	 globally	will	 comply	with	 its	 stringent	 emissions	
requirements.

	� Eight	UN	organizations	stressed	the	critical	role	of	international	transport	and	
integrated	 supply	 chains	 for	a	 sustainable	COVID-19	 recovery	 for	 the	SDGs.	
UNECE	 instruments	–	such	as	TIR	and	 the	CMR	Convention,	 through	which	
1	 billion	 transport	 contracts	 are	 issued	 annually	 –	 enable	 the	 movement	
of	cargo	across	borders	without	requiring	physical	checks,	 reducing	contact	
between	people.

	� COVID-19	has	exacerbated	the	vulnerabilities	of	countries	participating	in	the	
Special	Programme	for	the	Economies	of	Central	Asia	(SPECA)	-	Azerbaijan,	
Afghanistan,	 Kazakhstan,	 Kyrgyzstan,	 Tajikistan,	 Turkmenistan	 and	
Uzbekistan.	During	2020,	SPECA	continued	to	serve	as	an	effective	platform	
to	 harness	 regional	 cooperation	 that	will	 help	 to	 build	 back	 better.	 SPECA	
countries	took	practical	steps	towards	implementing	the	Ashgabat	Initiative	
on	reducing	barriers	to	trade	and	transport	in	the	region	using	UN	instruments,	
the	SPECA	Trade	Facilitation	Strategy	and	Principles	of	Sustainable	Trade.

	� A	 UNECE	 survey-based	 study	 on	 the	 impact	 of	 COVID-19	 induced	 non-
tariff	 measures	 (NTMs)	 on	 SPECA	 countries’	 trade	 patterns	 provided	
recommendations	 on	 how	 to	 harness	 trade	 facilitation	 for	 a	 sustained	
recovery.

	� Ministers	 and	 high-level	 representatives	 from	 SPECA	 countries	 further	
emphasized	the	value	of	UN	legal	instruments	on	inland	transport	to	enhance	
regional	 transport	 connectivity	 and	 maintain	 undisrupted	 supply-chains	
affected	by	the	COVID-19	pandemic	to	boost	their	economic	recovery.	

	� Recognizing	 the	 role	 of	 innovation	 to	 drive	 sustainable	 development,	
competitiveness	and	economic	diversification,	SPECA	countries	addressed	a	
set	of	common	science,	technology	and	innovation	(STI)	challenges	based	on	
UNECE	support.	

	� To	 support	 seamless	 and	 efficient	 transport	 and	 logistics	 systems,	 UNECE	
established	 an	 	 Informal	 Multidisciplinary	 Advisory	 Group	 on	 Transport	
Responses	 to	 COVID-19,	 providing	 a	 unique	 platform	 to	 take	 stock	 of	
inland	 transport	 challenges,	 coordinate	 efforts	 for	 cross-border	 transport	
and	 exchange	 views	 on	 possible	 recommendations	 to	 increase	 transport	
authorities’	 preparedness	 for	 and	 resilience	 to	 future	 outbreaks,	 including	
amendments	to	UN	legal	instruments	on	inland	transport.

https://www.unece.org/?id=53478
https://www.unece.org/?id=53478
https://www.unece.org/?id=55131
https://www.unece.org/?id=55131
https://unece.org/speca/press/central-asian-countries-strengthen-cooperation-support-sustainable-economic-recovery
http://staging2.unece.org.net4all.ch/fileadmin/DAM/trade/workshop/2020_Nov_SPECAWG/COVID-ConsolidatedReport_Eng.pdf
http://staging2.unece.org.net4all.ch/fileadmin/DAM/trade/workshop/2020_Nov_SPECAWG/COVID-ConsolidatedReport_Eng.pdf
https://www.unece.org/?id=55231
https://www.unece.org/?id=55231
https://unece.org/speca/news/central-asian-countries-see-innovation-key-sustainable-development-wake-covid-19
https://unece.org/speca/news/central-asian-countries-see-innovation-key-sustainable-development-wake-covid-19
https://www.unece.org/trans/main/wp5/virtual_multidisciplinary_advisory_group_meeting_on_transport_policy_responses_to_the_covid-19_crisis.html
https://www.unece.org/trans/main/wp5/virtual_multidisciplinary_advisory_group_meeting_on_transport_policy_responses_to_the_covid-19_crisis.html
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	� Countries	called	for	urgent	action	to	address	the	global	road	safety	crisis	that	
costs	 some	1.35	million	 lives	each	year	with	 the	adoption	of	 a	UN	General	
Assembly	 Resolution	 proclaiming	 a	 Second	 Decade	 of	 Action	 for	 Road	
Safety	 2021-2030.	 Among	 comprehensive	 measures,	 it	 invites	 continued	
mobilization	through	the	Secretary-General’s	Special	Envoy	for	Road	Safety	
and	UN	Road	Safety	 Fund,	whose	 Secretariats	 are	provided	by	UNECE,	 and	
encouraged	all	UN	Member	States	that	have	not	yet	done	so	to	accede	to	the	
UN	legal	instruments	on	road	safety	–	administered	by	UNECE	–	and	enforce	
their	provisions	to	address	the	major	causes	of	crashes.	

	� Member	States	adopted	a	set	of	recommendations	on	strengthening	national	
road	 safety	 systems,	 demonstrating	 how	 international	 road	 safety	 legal	
instruments,	 developed	 at	 UNECE,	 can	 be	 adapted	 at	 the	 national	 level	 to	
reduce	 fatalities	 in	 injuries	 in	 all	 countries.	 Research	 has	 shown	 that	 over	
25,000	 lives	 could	 be	 saved	 and	 over	 170,000	 serious	 injuries	 prevented	
by	 2030	 if	 UN	 vehicle	 safety	 regulations	were	 applied	 by	Argentina,	 Chile,	
Mexico	and	Brazil.	This	would	bring	estimated	economic	benefits	of	USD	28.9	
billion	across	the	4	countries.	

	� The	UN	Road	Safety	 Fund	marked	2	 years	 of	 supporting	 low-	 and	middle-
income	countries	(where	90%	of	fatalities	occur)	to	address	gaps	in	their	road	
safety	systems.	Mobilizing	almost	20	million	USD	from	the	public	and	private	
sectors	and	bringing	together	11	UN	organizations,	the	Fund	is	supporting	15	
high-impact	projects	in	19	countries.	6	new	donors	joined	the	Fund,	bringing	
the	total	number	of	donors	to	16.

	� The	Fund	announced	10	projects	in	12	countries,	with	50%	of	the	call’s	total	
budget	of	USD	4	million	allocated	to	5	projects	in	7	countries	in	Africa,	where	
road	 traffic	 death	 rates	 are	 highest	 (26.6	 per	 100,000	 people).	 The	 Fund	
adapted	its	support	for	safe	mobility	during	and	after	the	COVID-19	crisis	–	a	
priority	also	reflected	in	its	2020	Call	for	Proposals.	In	Addis	Ababa,	the	Fund	
provided	technical	review	to	the	design	of	a	temporary	bicycle	lane	to	meet	
changing	mobility	needs,	contributing	to	a	7.5-factor	increase	in	cycling	on	
this	corridor.	

	� UNECE	and	UNDP	assisted	Bosnia	and	Herzegovina	to	develop	a	Framework	
Road	 Safety	 Strategy	 and	Action	 Plan,	 harnessing	UN	 legal	 instruments	 to	
halve	road	fatalities	by	2030.

	� A	pioneering	UNECE	study	mapped	transport	infrastructure	at	high-risk	due	
to	 climate	 change	 in	 the	 Pan-European	 region	 and	 Canada.	 It	 presents	 an	
initial	 perspective	 of	 areas	 of	 potential	 risk	–	 or	“hotspots”	–	which	 could	
warrant	more	in-depth	assessment,	offering	a	tool	that	will	help	to	prioritize	
adaptation	efforts.

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N20/213/49/pdf/N2021349.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N20/213/49/pdf/N2021349.pdf?OpenElement
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/299
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/299
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/299
https://unece.org/united-nations-special-envoy-road-safety
https://unece.org/un-road-safety-fund
https://www.unece.org/info/media/presscurrent-press-h/transport/2020/countries-adopt-blueprint-to-improve-road-safety-systematically-harnessing-un-legal-instruments/doc.html
https://www.unece.org/info/media/presscurrent-press-h/transport/2020/countries-adopt-blueprint-to-improve-road-safety-systematically-harnessing-un-legal-instruments/doc.html
https://www.latinncap.com/en/media-area/new/85d01114b193d3/new-report-finds-195000-deaths-and-serious-injuries-could-be-prevented-in-argentina-chile-mexico-and-brazil-if-vehicle-safety-regulations-were-applied
https://www.latinncap.com/en/media-area/new/85d01114b193d3/new-report-finds-195000-deaths-and-serious-injuries-could-be-prevented-in-argentina-chile-mexico-and-brazil-if-vehicle-safety-regulations-were-applied
https://www.latinncap.com/en/media-area/new/85d01114b193d3/new-report-finds-195000-deaths-and-serious-injuries-could-be-prevented-in-argentina-chile-mexico-and-brazil-if-vehicle-safety-regulations-were-applied
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/Road_Safety_Trust_Fund/In_Focus/UNRSF_anniversary_090420.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/Road_Safety_Trust_Fund/In_Focus/UNRSF_anniversary_090420.pdf
https://unece.org/donors-2
https://www.unece.org/info/media/presscurrent-press-h/transport/2020/un-road-safety-fund-will-finance-10-projects-to-address-gaps-in-12-countries-road-safety-systems/doc.html
https://unece.org/transport/press/un-road-safety-fund-adjust-its-2020-call-proposals-world-transformed-covid-19
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/Road_Safety_Trust_Fund/Newsletter/UNRSF_Newsletter_July2020.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/Road_Safety_Trust_Fund/Newsletter/UNRSF_Newsletter_July2020.pdf
https://www.unece.org/info/media/news/transport/2020/unece-and-undp-assist-bosnia-and-herzegovina-to-develop-framework-road-safety-strategy-and-action-plan-harnessing-un-legal-instruments/doc.html
https://www.unece.org/info/media/news/transport/2020/unece-and-undp-assist-bosnia-and-herzegovina-to-develop-framework-road-safety-strategy-and-action-plan-harnessing-un-legal-instruments/doc.html
https://www.unece.org/?id=53829
https://www.unece.org/?id=53829
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	� UNECE	 issued	 recommendations	 to	 help	 countries	 unlock	 the	 green	 and	
cost-saving	 potential	 of	 inland	 water	 transport.	 This	 comes	 at	 a	 time	 of	
expansion	 for	 the	 region’s	network:	 from	1998	 to	2016,	 the	 total	 length	of	
the	E	waterway	network	grew	from	27,711	km	to	29,238	km,	with	the	share	
of	 these	waterways	 complying	with	 standards	under	 the	“AGN”	agreement	
administered	by	UNECE	increasing	from	79	to	83%.	

	� Transport	Ministers	made	 a	 united	 call	 for	 universal	 action	 to	 address	 the	
climate	 and	 environmental	 emergencies,	 calling	 upon	 world	 transport	
leaders	 to	 embrace	 and	 intensify	 their	 support	 for	 the	work	 of	 the	 UNECE	
Inland	Transport	 Committee	 (ITC)	 as	 the	UN	 Platform	 for	 Inland	Transport.	
The	59	United	Nations	 inland	 transport	Conventions	 it	 administers	provide	
a	 harmonized	 legal	 and	 regulatory	 framework	 for	 the	 development	 of	
connected,	 efficient,	 safe	 and	 sustainable	 inland	 transport	 systems.	149	of	
193	UN	Member	States,	or	77%,	are	Contracting	Parties	to	at	least	1	of	these	
tools.	

	� UNECE	adopted	12	new	or	revised	standards	which	form	part	of	a	compendium	
of	over	100	standards	describing	the	minimum	commercial	quality	of	 fresh	
and	 dried	 fruit,	 vegetables,	 nuts	 meat,	 eggs	 and	 seed	 potatoes.	 These	
standards	help	access	markets	for	agricultural	produce,	consistently	ensuring	
regulators,	operators	and	consumers	of	their	good	quality.

	� An	 inter-agency	 impact	 assessment	 found	 that	 5	 years	 of	 training	 for	 500	
participants	 from	 Kazakhstan,	 Kyrgyzstan,	 Tajikistan	 and	 Uzbekistan	 on	
UNECE	 agricultural	 quality	 standards	 and	 their	 implementation	 resulted	 in	
positive	 changes	 in	 90%	of	 cases.	 Better	 quality	 control	 in	 companies	 and	
improved	produce	quality	 led	 to	 increased	sales	and	exports,	 the	supply	of	
better	 quality	 produce	 to	 domestic	 markets	 and	 increased	 employment	
opportunities,	particularly	for	women.

	� UNECE	survey-based	studies	on	the	impact	of	COVID-19	on	micro,	small	and	
medium	 sized	 enterprises	 (MSMEs)	 in	 Armenia	 and	 Georgia	 highlighted	
the	magnitude	 of	MSMEs’	 economic	 vulnerability.	Over	 70%	of	 enterprises	
surveyed	required	immediate	financial	relief	to	maintain	operations	capacity	
building	 to	 recover	 and	 compete	 in	 domestic	 and	 global	 markets.	 The	
studies	 also	 offer	 detailed	 action-oriented	 recommendations,	 developed	
in	 consultation	 with	 governments,	 to	 address	 emergency	 and	 long-term	
development	needs.	

	� In	 Tajikistan,	 UNECE	 provided	 a	 roadmap	 to	 improve	 the	 regulatory	
framework	and	reduce	customs	clearance	times,	among	other	areas,	with	the	
aim	of	reducing	import	and	export	costs	by	30%;	increasing	export	volume	
by	at	least	15%	and	diversifying	the	export	base	by	2024.	A	similar	guiding	
framework	launched	in	the	Kyrgyz	Republic	prioritizes	actions	to	‘build	back	
better’	from	the	COVID-19	pandemic	through	trade	facilitation	reforms.

https://www.unece.org/?id=54109
https://www.unece.org/?id=54109
https://www.unece.org/?id=53825
https://www.unece.org/?id=53825
https://unece.org/fresh-fruit-and-vegetables
https://unece.org/trade/standards/trade-and-uncefact/agricultural-quality-standards-wp7/dry-and-dried-produce
https://www.unece.org/?id=54589
https://www.unece.org/?id=54589
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2020-12/Impact_COVID-19_Armenia.pdf
https://unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trade/StudiesRegulatoryProceduralBarriersTrade/ThematicPublications/Impact_COVID-19_Georgia.pdf
https://unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trade/Publications/ECE_TRADE_450_NTFR-Tajikistan.pdf
https://unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trade/Publications/ECE_TRADE_450_NTFR-Tajikistan.pdf
https://unece.org/trade/news/unece-helps-kyrgyzstan-build-back-better-covid-19-through-trade-facilitation-reforms
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	� The	 pandemic	 added	 further	 urgency	 to	 UNECE’s	 work	 towards	 paperless	
and	contactless	trade	 in	the	region.	UN/CEFACT	advanced	the	development	
of	 standards	 for	 governments	 and	 companies	 to	 share	 electronically	 the	
information	–	such	as	packing	lists,	booking	requests,	shipping	instructions,	
bill	of	ladings	and	status	reports	–	that	underpins	the	smooth	trade	of	goods,	
removing	for	the	need	for	human	interaction	at	any	stage	of	the	supply	chain.	

	� All	UN	Regional	Commissions	and	UNCTAD	launched	a	joint	effort	to	curb	the	
effects	of	COVID-19	on	connectivity,	trade	and	transport.	UNECE	contributes	
through	 the	 creation	 of	 a	 package	 of	 standards	 for	 the	 digitalization	 of	
multimodal	 transport	 data	 and	 document	 exchange,	 aimed	 at	 avoiding	
physical	 contacts	 (reducing	 COVID-19	 transmission	 risks),	 and	 increasing	
the	 efficiency	 of	 supply	 chains.	 Practical	 pilot	 implementation	 has	 begun,	
including	in	the	Black	Sea-Baltic	Sea	and	Dnepr-Danube	transport	corridors.	

	� When	ships	enter	and	leave	ports,	vital	information	about	cargoes,	dangerous	
goods,	 crews,	 vessel	 details	 and	 many	 other	 things	 has	 to	 be	 exchanged	
with	 the	 authorities	 ashore.	 UNECE	 joined	 forces	 with	 the	 International	
Organization	 for	 Standardization	 and	 the	World	 Customs	 Organization	 to	
assist	 the	 International	Maritime	 Organization	 in	 digital	 transformation,	 a	
major	step	towards	increased	efficiency	in	a	sector	worth	USD	14	trillion	each	
year	to	the	global	economy.

	� Building	 further	 on	 this	 drive	 towards	 paperless	 trade,	 UN/CEFACT	 revised	
its	 recommendation	 on	 Single	 Window,	 integrating	 recent	 technological	
evolutions	and	providing	key	performance	indicators.	The	single	submission	
of	data	for	all	import,	export	and	transit	related	regulatory	data	saves	time,	
eliminates	errors	and	eases	the	movement	of	goods.

	� UNECE	also	revised	its	UN/LOCODEs	–	the	five-character	codes	used	to	identify	
locations	all	along	the	global	supply	chain.	UN/LOCODEs	(such	as	“ES	MAD”	
for	Madrid	in	Spain)	cover	every	country	worldwide	and	help	to	ensure	that	
shipping	and	manufacturing	companies	can	deliver	goods	to	their	intended	
destination.

	� Use	 of	 the	 UN	 Fisheries	 Language	 for	 Universal	 Exchange	 (UN/FLUX)	
messaging	 standard	 continued	 to	 grow.	 UN/FLUX	 enables	 the	 automatic	
exchange	of	fisheries	data	that	is	crucial	in	the	fight	against	Illegal,	Unreported	
and	Unregulated	fishing	practices,	a	global	challenge	that	is	also	at	the	core	
of	WTO	negotiations	on	fishery	 subsidies.	UN/FLUX	 is	now	 implemented	 in	
EU	member	states,	with	preparations	underway	to	control	fish	stocks	in	the	
North-East	Atlantic	using	UN/FLUX.	

https://unece.org/trade/uncefact/standards
https://unece.org/trade/press/uncefact-standards-will-support-digitalization-maritime-transport
https://unece.org/trade/press/uncefact-standards-will-support-digitalization-maritime-transport
https://unece.org/trade/press/uncefact-standards-will-support-digitalization-maritime-transport
https://unece.org/DAM/cefact/recommendations/rec33/ECE-TRADE-352_Rev.1E_Rec33_2020Edition.pdf
https://unece.org/DAM/cefact/recommendations/rec33/ECE-TRADE-352_Rev.1E_Rec33_2020Edition.pdf
https://unece.org/DAM/cefact/recommendations/rec33/ECE-TRADE-352_Rev.1E_Rec33_2020Edition.pdf
https://www.unece.org/info/media/news/trade/2020/unflux-data-exchange-standard-helps-tackle-unsustainable-fishing-practices-and-protect-depleting-fish-stocks/doc.html
https://www.unece.org/info/media/news/trade/2020/unflux-data-exchange-standard-helps-tackle-unsustainable-fishing-practices-and-protect-depleting-fish-stocks/doc.html
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	� UNECE	provided	the	secretariat	to	the	Electronic	Business	MoU	(with	UNECE,	
ISO,	IEC,	ITU)	and	helped	the	four	organizations	to	agree	on	an	international	
understanding	of	different	forms	of	traceability	and	how	these	are	developed	
in	their	respective	standards,	helping	to	ensure	interoperability.	

	� Uzbekistan	revitalized	its	process	of	WTO	accession	and	Turkmenistan	became	
a	WTO	observer.	UNECE	continued	to	support	its	member	States	towards	WTO	
accession	and	engages	on	frontier	topics	such	as	fostering	sustainable	trade	
and	the	participation	of	MSMEs	in	global	trade.	

	� Innovation	is	essential	if	countries	are	to	build	back	better.	UNECE	published	a	
regional	study	that	takes	a	holistic	view	of	the	opportunities	and	challenges	
for	Eastern	Europe	and	the	Southern	Caucasus,	covering	Armenia,	Azerbaijan,	
Belarus,	Georgia,	the	Republic	of	Moldova	and	Ukraine.	Making	a	significant	
step	 forward,	 the	 Sub-regional	 Innovation	 Policy	 Outlook	 (IPO),	 launched	
with	the	full	support	of	national	ministers,	looks	beyond	national	boundaries	
towards	 a	 comparative	 approach	 among	 countries	with	 similar	 challenges	
and	legacies.	

	� Complementing	the	IPO,	the	Innovation	for	Sustainable	Development	Review	
of	 Georgia,	 focused	 on	 specific	 national	 priorities,	 exploring	 topics	 such	 as	
industry-science	linkages,	public	procurement	as	a	driver	of	innovation	and	
the	potential	of	innovation	in	the	business	enterprise	sector.

	� A	 previous	 national	 study	 on	 innovation,	 already	 completed	 for	 Belarus,	
demonstrated	 just	 how	 the	 UNECE	 approach	 can	 deliver	 results.	 Two-year	
capacity	 building	 support	 has	 enabled	 the	 country	 to	 put	 UNECE	 policy	
recommendations	 into	 practice.	 For	 example,	 UNECE	 research	 found	
innovation	to	be	stifled	in	Belarus	as	private	finance	considered	investment	
too	 risky.	 So,	with	 help	 from	UNECE,	 Belarus	 has	 successfully	 rechannelled	
public	 funding	 into	 a	 pilot	 public-private	 venture	 capital	 mechanism,	
essentially	 removing	 the	 blockage	 to	 much	 private	 sector	 innovation	 and	
economic	development.

https://unece.org/economic-cooperation-and-integration/press/capitalizing-innovation-potential-can-drive-sustainable
https://unece.org/eci/documents/2020/12/working-documents/innovation-sustainable-development-review-georgia-advance-0
https://unece.org/eci/documents/2020/12/working-documents/innovation-sustainable-development-review-georgia-advance-0
https://unece.org/DAM/ceci/publications/IPR_Belarus/_Eng_Innovation4SD_Belarus_-_FINAL_LB_REV.pdf
https://unece.org/economic-cooperation-and-integration/publications/innovation-sustainable-development-review-belarus


MEA
SURING AND MONITORING SDGs

The	COVID-19	crisis	has	made	the	need	for	timely,	reliable,	accurate	and	disaggregated	data	clearer	than	ever.	
Such	data	and	robust	monitoring	are	crucial	to	deliver	on	the	SDGs.	This	is	key	to	tracking	progress	on	challenges	
and	provides	the	foundation	for	informed	decision-making	and	effective	policy	responses.	
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	� During	 the	 75th	 session	 of	 the	 UN	 General	 Assembly’s	 SDG	Moment	 on	 18	
September,	 the	 5	 Executive	 Secretaries	 of	 the	 UN	 Regional	 Commissions	
called	 for	 urgent	 action	 to	 address	 the	 impact	 of	 the	 COVID-19	 pandemic	
on	all	17	SDGs,	with	particular	negative	effects	on	addressing	poverty	and	
inequalities,	 achieving	 gender	 equality,	 and	 climate	 action.	Their	message	
was	clear:	coming	out	from	the	pandemic	cleaner,	greener	and	more	resilient	
will	require	immense	political	will.	The	2030	Agenda	must	be	the	blueprint	
for	this	collective	action.	

	� The	first	SDG	Progress	Report	presented	at	the	Regional	Forum	on	Sustainable	
Development	 for	 the	 UNECE	 Region	 showed	 that	while	 progress	 has	 been	
made	 in	 some	 areas,	 such	 as	 social	 protection	 coverage	 and	 level	 of	 CO2	
emissions	 per	 unit	 of	 GDP,	 greater	 ambition	 is	 needed,	 including	 to	 meet	
environmental	 targets	 such	as	on	air	pollution,	protection	of	marine	areas,	
and	disaster-risk	reduction	strategies.	The	report	reviews	49	indicators	across	
all	17	SDGs.

	� The	2020	virtual	Regional	Forum	(19	March	2020)	focused	on	how	Voluntary	
National	Reviews	contribute	to	the	acceleration	of	the	SDGs	in	UNECE	countries	
with	 concrete	 actions	 and	 how	 economic	 transformation,	 finance	 and	
technology	 can	drive	2030	Agenda	 implementation.	Among	 the	presented	
actions	were	Finland’s	strategy	to	become	carbon	neutral	by	2035	and	carbon	
negative	soon	after,	UNECE’s	Trees	 in	Cities	Challenge	and	Denmark’s	Youth	
Climate	Advisory	 Council.	 In	 response	 to	 the	 evolving	 COVID-19	pandemic,	
the	 Regional	 Forum	was	 turned	 into	 a	 fully	 virtual	meeting	 and	 attracted	
several	hundred	online	participants.

	� The	 UNECE	 Dashboard	 for	 SDGs	 provided	 for	 the	 first	 time	 a	 regional	
perspective	on	the	global	indicators,	bringing	together	available	data	for	56	
member	States.	With	data	for	80	regionally	relevant	indicators	across	all	17	
goals,	users	 can	see	 snapshots	of	where	countries	 stand	 for	each	 indicator,	
view	 differences	 between	 women	 and	 men;	 create	 graphs	 and	 maps;	
compare	 countries;	 access	definitions	 and	explanations;	 and	download	 full	
datasets	for	more	in-depth	analysis.	

	� Faced	 with	 the	 COVID-19	 emergency,	 official	 statistics	 issued	 by	 national	
statistical	offices	have	been	more	crucial	than	ever	for	policymakers	to	take	
decisive	action	based	on	solid	data	from	trustworthy	sources.	To	help	them	
cope	with	massively	increased	demand	and	the	challenges	of	data	collection	
during	 the	 pandemic,	 UNECE	 created	 an	 online	 platform	 for	 National	
Statistical	 Offices	 to	 guide	 statistical	 producers	 across	 the	 region	 towards	
existing	resources	and	practical	initiatives	taken	by	countries.		

	� Supporting	 a	 coordinated	 response	 to	 assist	 National	 Statistical	 Offices’	
key	 role	 for	 informed	policy	 responses	 to	 the	COVID-19	crisis,	 the	Statistics	
Divisions	of	UN	DESA	and	all	five	UN	Regional	Commissions	joined	efforts	to	
assess	 NSOs’	 needs,	 share	 innovations	 and	 expertise	 and	 provide	 practical	
resources	and	guidance.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=q6tsAUd6JZY&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=q6tsAUd6JZY&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=q6tsAUd6JZY&t=4s
https://www.unece.org/?id=53998
https://www.unece.org/?id=54107
https://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/sustainable-development/RFSD_2020/Honkatukia_RFSD2020.pdf
https://treesincities.unece.org/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnership/?p=34230
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnership/?p=34230
https://w3.unece.org/SDG/en
https://statswiki.unece.org/display/COV/Home
https://statswiki.unece.org/display/COV/Home
https://unece.org/general-unece/press/six-united-nations-statistical-offices-work-together-support-countries-managing
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	� New	 information	 collected	 from	 52	 countries	 and	 presented	 in	 the	 UNECE	
Census	 wiki	 demonstrated	 the	 ways	 that	 countries	 have	 adjusted	 their	
censuses	 to	 the	pandemic,	 including	delaying	 the	 census	 reference	date	 in	
16	countries.	UNECE	Recommendations	on	population	and	housing	censuses	
are	 helping	 them	 ensure	 their	 censuses	 produce	 accurate	 and	 comparable	
results	in	the	face	of	the	new	challenges,	helping	us	make	informed	decisions	
affecting	 all	 aspects	 of	 our	 lives:	 families,	 businesses,	 schools,	 hospitals,	
transport	systems,	neighbourhoods	and	cities.	

	� The	unprecedented	circumstances	of	2020	have	accelerated	a	transformation	
in	the	demand	for	data	that	was	already	underway.	UNECE	mobilized	experts	
representing	 17	 countries	 and	 international	 organizations	 for	 a	 study	 on	
New	Frontiers	for	Censuses	Beyond	2020,	exploring	the	new	challenges	and	
opportunities	in	the	region.	

	� UNECE	 published	 new	 recommendations	 help	 countries	make	 the	most	 of	
data	and	statistics	to	mitigate	against	growing	disaster	risks	linked	to	rapid	
urbanization	and	increasingly	frequent	and	intense	hazardous	events	related	
to	climate	change	and	to	improve	responses	when	disasters	happen.	Canada	
demonstrated	 the	 application	 of	 the	 recommendations	 in	 responding	 to	
a	 record-breaking	 snowstorm.	 Their	 impact	 was	 further	 brought	 to	 the	
fore	 as	 the	 pandemic	 hit:	 many	 countries	 in	 the	 region	 applied	 aspects	
of	 the	 recommendations	 to	 foster	 inter-agency	 coordination	 and	 rapid	
dissemination	of	statistics.	

	� France	and	Hungary	 joined	 the	 list	of	 countries	using	 the	UNECE	 statistical	
framework	 for	measuring	 the	quality	 of	 employment.	 Canada,	 Israel,	 Italy,	
Poland,	 Singapore,	 and	 the	 United	 States	 have	 applied	 the	 framework	 to	
measure	the	impacts	of	the	pandemic	on	quality	of	employment.

	� In	accordance	with	the	Fundamental	Principles	of	Official	Statistics	developed	
at	UNECE	and	responding	to	the	recommendations	of	a	UNECE-Eurostat-EFTA	
Global	Assessment	 of	 its	 statistical	 system,	 Kazakhstan	 announced	 that	 its	
national	 statistical	 office	 will	 become	 an	 independent	 Bureau	 of	 National	
Statistics.

	� Twenty	countries	worldwide	are	using	the	Generic	Law	on	Official	Statistics	
and/or	 the	 Guidance	 on	Modernizing	 Statistical	 Legislation	 to	 shape	 their	
own	national	legislation	for	official	statistics.	These	include	not	only	countries	
in	 the	 UNECE	 region	 and	 members	 of	 the	 CES	 but	 also	 countries	 further	
afield,	 such	 as	 Rwanda,	 Ghana,	 Ethiopia,	 Tanzania,	 Zambia	 and	 Zanzibar	
(semi-autonomous	 region	 of	 Tanzania).	 ECLAC	 has	 translated	 the	 Generic	
Law	 into	 Spanish	 and	 it	was	 approved	by	 the	 Statistical	 Conference	 of	 the	
Americas.	UNSD	has	incorporated	elements	of	both	guides	into	its	Handbook	
of	Statistical	Organization.

https://statswiki.unece.org/x/XgSoBw
https://statswiki.unece.org/x/XgSoBw
https://statswiki.unece.org/x/XgSoBw
https://www.unece.org/?id=54926
https://www.unece.org/?id=54926
https://www.unece.org/?id=54097
https://www.unece.org/?id=54097
https://unece.org/statistics/publications/handbook-measuring-quality-employment
https://unece.org/statistics/publications/handbook-measuring-quality-employment
https://unece.org/statistics/fundamental-principles-official-statistics
https://unece.org/statistics/publications/generic-law-official-statistics
https://unece.org/statistics/publications/guidance-modernizing-statistical-legislation
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	� UNECE	contributed	to	the	2020	UN	E-government	Survey,	which	highlighted	
that	 95%	 of	 countries	 in	 Europe	 offer	 online	 services	 when	 registering	
a	 business,	 applying	 for	 a	 business	 license	 and	 submitting	 taxes.	 Digital	
services	 are	 a	 major	 element	 of	 regulatory	 and	 government	 services	 to	
facilitate	 international	 trade	 in	Europe	and	Central	Asia.	To	 further	 support	
countries’	 digital	 trade	 facilitation	 reforms,	 UNECE	 highlighted	 innovative	
practices	of	ICT	use	across	the	region	and	contributed	to	the	survey’s	practical	
policy	recommendations.

	� UNECE	 called	 upon	 Uzbekistan	 to	 use	 the	 recommendations	 of	 its	 3rd	
Environmental	Performance	Review	(EPR)	to	design	its	green	recovery	policies	
in	 the	 aftermath	 of	 COVID-19.	The	 review	 equips	 the	Government	with	 99	
recommendations	to	improve	the	environmental	situation	and	the	wellbeing	
of	the	population,	while	greening	the	energy,	agriculture,	transport,	housing,	
industry	and	health	sectors.	Countries	adopted	the	recommendations	of	the	
3rd	EPR	of	Romania,	while	 international	experts	kicked	off	the	2nd	review	of	
Morocco’s	environmental	performance,	led	by	UNECE.	

	� Member	 States	 adopted	 the	 4th	 cycle	 of	 EPRs,	 ensuring	 that	 countries	will	
continue	 to	 benefit	 from	 the	 Reviews’	 holistic	 policy	 recommendations	
beyond	2022.	To	date,	over	50	UNECE	EPRs	have	helped	25	countries	adopt	
concrete	measures	 to	 improve	 environmental	 sustainability	 and	 track	 SDG	
progress	across	all	sectors.

	� The	 2020	 Global	 Forest	 Resources	 Assessment	 (FRA)	 report,	 whose	
preparation	was	supported	by	UNECE/FAO	experts,	showed	that	contrary	to	
global	trends,	forest	area	in	the	UNECE	region	has	been	increasing	over	the	
last	 3	decades,	 up	by	33.5	million	hectares.	Countries	 of	 the	UNECE	 region	
are	leading	in	sustainable	forest	management:	almost	84%	of	all	 forests	 in	
the	region,	corresponding	to	around	1.4	billion	hectares,	are	covered	by	long	
term	management	plans.

	� In	the	Caucasus	and	Central	Asia,	28.8	million	hectares	of	existing	forests	and	
other	wooded	land	are	particularly	vulnerable	to	climate	change,	biodiversity	
loss	and	degradation	of	ecosystems.	To	help	address	these	challenges,	UNECE	
and	FAO	supported	Armenia,	Georgia,	Kazakhstan,	Kyrgyzstan	and	Uzbekistan	
to	develop	national	criteria	and	indicators	for	sustainable	forest	management.	
To	further	support	evidence-based	management	of	these	forests,	UNECE	and	
FAO	 published	 comprehensive	 studies	 for	 Armenia,	 Azerbaijan,	 Georgia,	
Kazakhstan,	Kyrgyzstan,	Tajikistan,	Turkmenistan,	and	Uzbekistan.

	� Addressing	 diversity	 and	 public	 perception	 of	 the	 region’s	 forest	 sector	
workforce	–	which	totals	some	4.3	million	people	today	–	could	strengthen	
its	 contribution	 to	 a	 sustainable	 and	 circular	 economy	 in	 the	 COVID-19	
recovery,	a	study	by	UNECE	and	FAO	showed.

https://www.unece.org/?id=54746
https://www.unece.org/?id=54746
https://unece.org/press/unece-calls-upon-uzbekistan-use-recommendations-its-environmental-performance-review
https://unece.org/press/unece-calls-upon-uzbekistan-use-recommendations-its-environmental-performance-review
https://unece.org/environment/press/recommendations-third-environmental-performance-review-will-help-romania-towards
https://unece.org/info/media/news/environment/2020/unece-leads-second-environmental-performance-review-of-morocco/doc
https://unece.org/info/media/news/environment/2020/unece-leads-second-environmental-performance-review-of-morocco/doc
https://unece.org/environment/news/unece-environmental-performance-reviews-extended-beyond-2022-help-countries-foster
https://unece.org/environment/news/unece-environmental-performance-reviews-extended-beyond-2022-help-countries-foster
https://unece.org/environment/news/unece-environmental-performance-reviews-extended-beyond-2022-help-countries-foster
https://www.unece.org/?id=54777
https://www.unece.org/?id=54777
https://www.unece.org/?id=55570
https://unece.org/forests/publications/overview-state-forests-and-forest-management-armenia
https://unece.org/forests/publications/overview-state-forests-and-forest-management-azerbaijan
https://unece.org/forests/publications/overview-state-forests-and-forest-management-georgia
https://unece.org/forests/publications/overview-state-forests-and-forest-management-kazakhstan
https://unece.org/forests/publications/overview-state-forests-and-forest-management-kyrgyzstan
https://unece.org/forests/publications/overview-state-forests-and-forest-management-tajikistan
https://unece.org/forests/publications/overview-state-forests-and-forest-management-turkmenistan
https://unece.org/forests/publications/overview-state-forests-and-forest-management-uzbekistan
https://unece.org/forestry/press/improving-diversity-and-public-perception-forest-sector-workforce-green-recovery
https://unece.org/forestry/press/improving-diversity-and-public-perception-forest-sector-workforce-green-recovery
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	� To	 help	monitor	 the	 broader	 transport	 situation	 during	 the	 pandemic	 and	
to	 help	 devise	 policy	 responses,	 UNECE	 launched	 a	 platform	 centralizing	
available	 data	 on	 the	 impact	 of	 COVID-19	 on	 transport	 in	 the	 region.	This	
highlighted	 significant	 impacts:	 for	 instance,	 France	 and	 Sweden	 reported	
a	 39%	drop	 in	 road	 fatalities	 for	March	 2020	 compared	 to	March	 2019.	 In	
Italy,	vehicle	registrations,	which	offer	an	insight	into	economic	activity,	were	
down	85%	in	March	2020	compared	to	2019.

	� UNECE	released	a	new	dataset	for	tram	and	metro	statistics	for	over	140	cities	
or	regions,	together	with	country	data,	supporting	informed	policy	responses	
for	sustainable	post-COVID	mobility.	This	is	the	first	time	data	on	these	modes	
of	transport	has	been	collated	in	the	international	statistics	system.

	� UNECE	mobilized	over	100	experts	to	better	evaluate	resilience	of	infrastructure	
and	public	services	–	including	to	health	crises,	climate	change	and	disasters.	
As	 countries	mobilize	 investments	 to	 build	 back	 better,	 UNECE	 launched	 a	
first	version	of	the	People-first	PPP	Evaluation	Methodology	for	the	SDGs,	to	
support	their	efforts	by	providing	a	set	of	benchmarks	and	indicators	to	score	
infrastructure	projects.

	� UNECE	 and	 UNESCO,	 co-custodian	 agencies	 for	 SDG	 indicator	 6.5.2	 which	
measures	 transboundary	 water	 cooperation,	 received	 132	 voluntary	
responses	to	the	second	reporting	exercise	out	of	153	countries	sharing	water	
resources,	demonstrating	the	high	importance	given	to	transboundary	water	
cooperation	 for	 sustainable	 development	 and	 peace.	 This	 high	 response	
rate	 is	 also	due	 to	 the	 tailored	 support	 provided	by	UNECE	and	UNECSO	 to	
countries	 in	preparing	their	national	 reports	 for	 the	2020	data	drive	with	a	
series	of	guidance	documents	and	activities.

	� UNECE	and	UNEP	enhanced	capacities	of	national	environmental	authorities	
and	statistical	agencies	in	7	countries	in	the	Caucasus,	Central	Asia	and	South-
East	Europe	to	collect,	produce	and	apply	air	quality	and	health	related	data	
and	indicators	in	accordance	with	Shared	Environmental	Information	System	
(SEIS)	principles.	

https://wiki.unece.org/display/DSOCIOT/Data+Sources+on+Coronavirus+impact+on+transport
https://wiki.unece.org/display/DSOCIOT/Data+Sources+on+Coronavirus+impact+on+transport
https://www.unece.org/?id=54422
https://www.unece.org/?id=54422
https://www.sdg6monitoring.org/indicator-652/
https://www.sdg6monitoring.org/2020-data-drive/
https://unece.org/environmental-policy/water/transboundary_water_cooperation_reporting
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	� The	 COVID-19	 crisis	 has	 disproportionately	 affected	 women,	 both	 at	 work	
–	where	 women	 are	 over-represented	 in	 the	most	 affected	 sectors	 and	 a	
quarter	 of	women	 in	 the	 region	are	 in	precarious	 jobs,	 compared	 to	 about	
15%	of	men	–	and	at	home.	Women	have	also	had	to	work	even	longer	hours	
than	usual,	 juggling	 unpaid	 care	 for	 children	 and	 elderly	 family	members,	
and	domestic	work	in	parallel	to	teleworking.	Violence	against	women	and	
girls	also	surged	dramatically	during	 the	pandemic	–	 in	some	countries	by	
over	30%.

	� Without	 decisive	 action,	 the	 pandemic	 threatens	 not	 only	 to	 stall,	 but	
to	 undermine	 decades	 of	 progress	 towards	 gender	 equality	 and	 the	
empowerment	of	women.	

	� UNECE	 is	 committed	 to	 supporting	 its	member	States	 to	 advance	women’s	
economic	 empowerment	 to	 drive	 the	 inclusive	 COVID-19	 recovery	 needed	
for	the	SDGs.	In	2020,	UNECE	strengthened	cooperation	with	UN	Women,	our	
sister	UN	Regional	Commissions	and	other	partners	in	the	wider	UN	system	to	
increase	women’s	economic	opportunities	in	the	region.	

	� As	a	 follow	up	to	the	regional	 review	of	 the	 implementation	of	 the	Beijing	
Declaration	 and	 Platform	 for	 Action	 25	 years	 since	 its	 adoption,	 UNECE	
contributed	 to	 the	 preparation	 of	 Key	 Messages	 in	 a	 Review	 of	 the	 UN	
system’s	support	for	the	Implementation	of	the	Beijing	Platform	for	Action	in	
collaboration	with	the	Inter-Agency	Network	on	Women	and	Gender	Equality	
(IANWGE).	 UNECE	 also	 supported	 the	 systematic	 integration	 of	 gender	
equality	considerations	in	countries’	COVID-19	response	through	contribution	
to	the	IANWGE	Compendium.

	� Micro-,	 small-,	 and	 medium-sized	 enterprises	 (MSMEs),	 and	 women-
led	 MSMEs	 in	 particular,	 have	 been	 especially	 vulnerable	 to	 the	 impacts	
of	 the	COVID-19	pandemic.	However,	 the	 crisis	 has	 also	paved	 the	way	 for	
innovation,	green	growth,	and	sustainable	development.	Women-led	MSMEs	
may	be	best	equipped	to	take	advantage	of	these	opportunities,	according	to	
a	 report	 issued	by	UNECE	on	Women	Entrepreneurship	 in	Natural	Resource	
Management:	 Challenges	 and	 Opportunities	 for	 the	 MSME	 Sector	 in	 the	
post-COVID-19	Socio-economic	Recovery.	Online	training	based	on	the	study	
focused	on	long-term	opportunities	for	women	in	the	sector.

	� To	 support	 governments’	 efforts	 to	 scale	 up	 and	 expand	 their	 responses	
to	 the	 pandemic’s	 immediate	 socio-economic	 impacts,	 UNECE	 prepared	
a	mapping	of	economic	and	 social	policy	 initiatives	 in	 the	 region,	 focusing	
on	measures	 related	 to	care	and	domestic	work	 (publication	 forthcoming).	
It	 identifies	 applications	 of	 best	 practices	 and	 innovative	 approaches	 to	
mitigate	the	adverse	impact	of	the	pandemic	on	women	and	is	accompanied	
by	 an	 analytical	 report	 on	women’s	 economic	 empowerment	 and	 the	 care	
economy	 in	 the	 region.	This	work	 is	 part	 of	 the	 UN	 Development	 Account	
project	 Strengthening	 social	 protection	 for	 pandemic	 response,	 through	 a	
workstream	on	care	policies	with	a	gender	lens,	with	the	participation	of	UN	
Regional	Commissions.

https://unece.org/general-unece/news/responding-covid-19-pandemic-gender-lens
https://unece.org/gender-equality
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/09/ianwge-review-of-un-system-support-for-implementation-of-platform-for-action#view
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/09/ianwge-review-of-un-system-support-for-implementation-of-platform-for-action#view
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/06/ianwge-compendium-on-integrating-gender-considerations-in-the-response-to-covid-19#view
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/06/ianwge-compendium-on-integrating-gender-considerations-in-the-response-to-covid-19#view
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2020-12/Women Entrapreneurship.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2020-12/Women Entrapreneurship.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2020-12/Women Entrapreneurship.pdf
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	� The	 use	 of	 information	 and	 communication	 technologies	 (ICTs)	 has	 been	
crucial	in	the	COVID-19	response.	Helping	to	unlock	gender	equality	to	drive	
the	economic	recovery	from	the	pandemic,	UNECE	strengthened	ICT	skills	of	
women	entrepreneurs	in	Azerbaijan,	Belarus,	Georgia,	Kazakhstan,	Ukraine,	
Uzbekistan	 and	Turkmenistan,	 through	 virtual	 training	 to	 provide	 support,	
guidance	and	tools.	

	� UNECE’s	 Gender	 Responsive	 Standards	 Initiative	 continued	 to	 advance	
gender	 equality	 in	 standard-setting	 worldwide.	 Fairtrade	 International		
–	 representing	 1.7	 million	 small-scale	 farmers	 and	 workers	 worldwide	 –	
joined	the	now	76	signatories	of	UNECE’s	Declaration	for	Gender	Responsive	
Standards	 and	 Standards	 Development.	 With	 agriculture	 employing	 over	
1	 billion	 people	 around	 the	 world,	 empowering	 female	 farmers	 is	 key	 to	
achieve	not	only	SDG	5,	but	the	entire	2030	Agenda.

	� Mobilization	 through	 the	 Declaration	 can	 also	 support	 a	 more	 gender-
balanced	 COVID-19	 response.	 An	 estimated	 70%	 of	 the	 global	 healthcare	
workforce	are	women,	yet	masks	and	other	protective	equipment	designed	
and	sized	for	men	leave	women	at	greater	risk	of	exposure	to	COVID-19	and	
other	infectious	diseases.	The	heads	of	UNECE	and	UN	Women	Regional	Office	
for	Europe	and	Central	Asia	called	for	concrete	action	to	address	this	gender	
gap	 through	 the	 Declaration.	 The	 initiative’s	 repository	 of	 gender-related	
best	practice	and	training	courses	serves	as	a	source	of	permanent	support	to	
advance	gender-responsive	standards.

	� UNECE	also	continued	to	advance	its	work	on	gender	statistics:
	� New	Guidance	on	Communicating	Gender	Statistics	provides	recommendations	and	
examples	of	best	practices	 in	 the	 reporting,	dissemination	and	communication	of	
gender	statistics.	It	offers	support	to	national	statistical	offices	to	better	communicate	
their	statistics	about	gender	equality	in	6	areas:	the	gender	pay	gap;	gender-based	
violence;	the	language	of	gender;	maintaining	impartiality;	interacting	with	users;	
and	addressing	data	gaps.	UNECE	published	an	online	repository	of	good	practices	
in	 communicating	gender	 statistics	 and	associated	guidance	notes	 that	 showcase	
examples	from	17	countries,	enabling	other	NSOs	to	understand	what	has	worked	
and	why.	

	� Responding	to	a	UNECE	survey,	27	countries	reported	on	the	new	and	changed	data	
needs	and	challenges	 for	gender	 statistics	during	 the	pandemic.	This	 information	
is	guiding	development	of	new	tools	 to	help	countries	gather	data	 in	challenging	
circumstances	and	develop	questions	and	indicators	to	measure	the	many	gendered	
impacts	of	the	pandemic.	

	� To	strengthen	gender-responsive	policy	making	for	all	ages,	a	UNECE	Policy	Brief	set	
out	 recommendations	 to	 address	 gender	 gaps	 in	 ageing	 societies.	 Today,	women	
make	up	58%	of	persons	aged	over	65	in	the	region.	

	� To	 promote	 women’s	 empowerment	 in	 People-first	 Public-Private	 Partnerships,	
a	 UNECE	 Policy	 Brief	 outlined	 7	 recommendations	 aimed	 at	 Governments	 and	
the	 private	 sector.	 UNECE	 is	 also	 engaging	with	 public	 organisations	 and	 private	
companies	to	maximise	the	impact	from	successfully	implementing	these	practices.

https://unece.org/sustainable-development/news/using-icts-gender-lens-small-businesses
https://unece.org/sustainable-development/news/using-icts-gender-lens-small-businesses
https://unece.org/general-unece/press/unece-welcomes-fairtrade-international-amongst-signatories-declaration-gender
https://unece.org/general-unece/press/unece-welcomes-fairtrade-international-amongst-signatories-declaration-gender
https://unece.org/general-unece/news/personal-protective-equipment-standards-must-respond-womens-needs-ensure-safety
https://unece.org/general-unece/news/personal-protective-equipment-standards-must-respond-womens-needs-ensure-safety
https://unece.org/info/media/news/statistics/2020/unece-issues-guidance-to-improve-the-communication-of-gender-statistics/doc
https://statswiki.unece.org/x/YADaDQ
https://statswiki.unece.org/x/YADaDQ
https://www.unece.org/info/media/news/population/2020/unece-issues-recommendations-on-gender-equality-in-ageing-societies/doc.html
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B udge t

Type  o f  budge t  re sou rce s 2020 Appropr ia t ion  / Allo tment

A

Regu la r  B udge t 	(Section	20)

Post	items 31,724.7

Non-Post	items 1,565.3

Tota l 33,290.0

B

Regu la r  P rogramme  Of  Te chn ica l Coope ra t ion  (Section	23)

Other	staff	costs 1,385.6

Non-Post	items 787.0

Tota l 2,172.6

C

Un ited  Na t ions Deve lopment  Account  (Section	35)

Non-Post	items		 4,777.8

Tota l 4,777.8

D Ex t rabudge ta r y  - Te chn ica l Coope ra t ion  & Gene ra l Tru st  Funds 19,197.3

Grand  Tot a l 59,437.7

F inancia l R e sou rce s 
(in	thousands	of	US	Dollars)



  ALBANIA

  ANDORRA

  ARMENIA

  AUSTRIA

  AZERBAIJAN

  BELARUS

  BELGIUM

  BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

  BULGARIA

  CANADA

  CROATIA

  CYPRUS

  CZECHIA

  DENMARK

UNECE  
Membe r  S t a t e s

  ESTONIA

  FINLAND

  FRANCE

  GEORGIA

  GERMANY

  GREECE

  HUNGARY

  ICELAND

  IRELAND

  ISRAEL

  ITALY

  KAZAKHSTAN

  KYRGYZSTAN

  LATVIA

  LIECHTENSTEIN

  LITHUANIA

  LUXEMBOURG

  MALTA

  MONACO

  MONTENEGRO

  NETHERLANDS

  NORTH MACEDONIA

  NORWAY

  POLAND

  PORTUGAL

  REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA

  ROMANIA

  RUSSIAN FEDERATION

  SAN MARINO

  SERBIA

  SLOVAKIA

  SLOVENIA

  SPAIN

  SWEDEN

  SWITZERLAND

  TAJIKISTAN

  TURKEY

  TURKMENISTAN

  UKRAINE

  UNITED KINGDOM

  UNITED STATES

  UZBEKISTAN
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I n t e n s i f i e d  
co l la bo r a t io n  o f  t h e  
r e g ion a l  UN  sy s t em  
f o r  co o rd in a t e d  
COVID -19  r e spon se  
a n d  SDG a ct io n

	� The	COVID-19	 crisis	 as	well	 as	 joint	 action	 for	 the	SDGs	 required	more	 and	
enhanced	 coordination	 efforts	 between	 the	 UN	 entities	 across	 Europe	 and	
Central	Asia.	In	a	year	characterized	by	the	pandemic,	the	regional	UN	system	
significantly	 intensified	 the	 cooperation	 of	 its	more	 than	 30	UN	 entities	 in	
Europe	 and	 Central	 Asia.	 A	 major	 achievement	 was	 the	 creation	 of	 the	
Regional	 Collaborative	Platform,	 allowing	 to	 further	 foster	UN	 cooperation	
at	the	regional	level.	The	newly	established	platform,	chaired	by	the	Deputy	
Secretary-General,	 with	 the	 UNECE	 Executive	 Secretary	 and	 the	 UNDP	
Regional	Director	acting	as	Vice-Chairs,	will	further	promote	joint	action	and	
facilitate	integrated	policy	advice	as	well	as	normative	and	technical	support	
to	partners.	Pioneering	projects	were	initiated	in	2020,	including	the	creation	
of	a	regional	knowledge	management	hub	and	the	first	edition	of	a	results	
report	of	the	regional	UN	system.

	� The	Regional	Coordination	Group	for	Data	and	Statistics	for	Europe	and	Central	
Asia	was	established	in	January	2020	in	response	to	the	Secretary	General’s	
recommendations	for	Phase	2	of	the	UN	Development	System	reform.	It	brings	
together	representatives	of	UN	and	non-UN	agencies,	as	well	as	UN	Country	
Team	focal	points	on	data	and	statistics	to	ensure	a	coordinated	approach	to	
statistical	capacity	development	in	the	context	of	the	2030	Agenda	and	the	
COVID-19	pandemic.

	� Issue-based	Coalitions	 continued	 to	be	 successful	 vehicles	 for	 inter-agency	
collaboration;	 new	 Issue-based	 Coalitions	 on	 Sustainable	 Food	 Systems	 as	
well	as	on	Environment	and	Climate	Change	became	operational	in	2020	and	
actively	support	the	UN	country	teams	in	the	17	programme	countries	as	well	
as	the	regional	dimension	of	global	initiatives	such	as	the	upcoming	2021	UN	
Food	Systems	Summit.

	� The	 2020	 Regional	 Forum	 on	 Sustainable	 Development	 demonstrated	 the	
ability	of	the	regional	UN	system	to	rapidly	adapt	to	changing	circumstances	
and	successfully	deliver	the	first	fully	virtual	Regional	Forum	for	the	UNECE	
region.	

http://www.unece.org/runcwelcome/un-cooperation-in-the-unece-region.html
http://www.unece.org/runcwelcome/un-cooperation-in-the-unece-region.html
https://statswiki.unece.org/display/RCG
https://statswiki.unece.org/display/RCG
https://statswiki.unece.org/x/-g9RDw
https://statswiki.unece.org/display/RCG/COVID-19
http://www.unece.org/runcwelcome/issue-based-coalitions
https://unece.org/issue-based-coalition-sustainable-food-systems
https://unece.org/issue-based-coalition-environment-and-climate-change
https://unece.org/regional-forum-2020


Su ppo r t in g  17 
P r og r amme  Cou n t r i e s 

f o r  a  su s t a in a b le  
r e spon se  a n d  r e cove r y
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Supporting	a	coordinated	COVID-19	response	at	the	country	level,	UNECE	participated	
in	 the	 meetings	 of	 the	 socioeconomic	 taskforces	 in	 the	 region’s	 17	 programme	
countries:	Albania,	Armenia,	Azerbaijan,	Republic	of	Belarus,	Bosnia	and	Herzegovina,	
Georgia,	 Kazakhstan,	 Kyrgyzstan,	 Republic	 of	Moldova,	Montenegro,	 Serbia,	 North	
Macedonia,	Tajikistan,	Turkey,	Turkmenistan,	Ukraine	and	Uzbekistan.	

In	many	instances,	the	Executive	Secretary	was	personally	involved	in	these	meetings,	
introducing	relevant	UNECE	instruments	and	initiatives,	providing	a	regional	context	
for	country	actions	and	discussing	needs	at	the	country	level.	Working	with	UN	Country	
Teams	 (UNCTs),	 UNECE	 contributed	 to	 response	 plans	 to	 address	 the	 pandemic’s	
socioeconomic	impact,	identifying	specific	activities	and	tools.		

To	strengthen	its	support	to	governments’	COVID-19	response,	UNECE	implemented	
targeted	 field	 projects,	 funded	 from	 the	 Regular	 Budget	 on	Technical	 Cooperation	
(RPTC)	and	United	Nations	Development	Account	(UNDA),	many	in	cooperation	with	
other	 UN	 entities	 and	 national	 governmental	 partners.	To	mention	 some,	UNDA	 is	
an	 implementing	 partner	 of	 4	 out	 of	 5	 UNDA	 rapid-response	 projects:	“Transport	
and	 trade	 connectivity	 in	 the	 age	 of	 pandemics”,	“Social	 protection	 for	 pandemic	
Responses:	 From	 identifying	 the	 vulnerable	 to	 building	 resilience”,	“Response	 and	
Recovery:	Mobilizing	financial	 resources	 for	development	 in	 the	 time	of	COVID-19”,	
“Global	 Initiative	 towards	 post-COVID-19	 resurgence	 of	 the	 MSME	 sector”.	 UNECE	
continued	 to	 work	 closely	 with	 Resident	 Coordinators	 and	 UNCTs	 to	 submit	 joint	
projects	 for	 the	Multi-Partner	Trust	 Funds	 (MPTFs),	 namely	 the	 Joint	 Fund	 for	 the	
2030	Agenda	and	COVID-19	MPTF.	

UNECE	was	 actively	 engaged	 in	 providing	 support	 to	 11	 countries	 of	 the	 region	 in	
preparation	for	the	UN	Sustainable	Development	Cooperation	Framework	for	2021-
2025	cycle,	with	efforts	strengthened	through	the	inter-agency	Peer	Support	Group	
for	Europe	and	Central	Asia.	

In	 parallel,	 UNECE	 extended	 the	 support	 to	 Resident	 Coordinators	 provided	 by	 its	
regional	 advisors,	 to	 cover	 cross-sectoral	 perspectives	 for	 3-4	 countries	 each	 in	
addition	to	their	sectoral	expertise.	This	allows	beneficiary	countries	to	benefit	from	
UNECE	 tools	 and	 expertise	 more	 comprehensively.	 Contributing	 to	 strengthened	
overall	cooperation	and	coordination	with	the	RCs	and	UNCTs,	regional	advisors	have	
been	in	close	contact	with	the	governments	and	UNCTs	to	discuss	new	initiatives	and	
projects	to	respond	to	the	impact	of	COVID-19	and	deliver	technical	cooperation	in	an	
agile	and	efficient	manner.	

UNECE	also	continued	its	cooperation	with	the	United	Nations	Office	for	South-South	
Cooperation	and	contributed	case	studies	for	the	publication	“Good	Practices	in	South-
South	and	Triangular	Cooperation	for	Sustainable	Development”,	showcasing	3	good	
practices:	Transboundary	Water	Cooperation	for	Sustainable	Development	in	African	
Basins	 and	 Globally	 Facilitated	 through	 the	 Water	 Convention,	 Forest	 Landscape	
Restoration	in	the	Caucasus	and	Central	Asia;	and	Smart	Cities:	from	City	Performance	
Evaluation	to	Innovative	Financing.

https://www.unece.org/operact/opera/report0.html
https://www.unece.org/operact/opera/report0.html
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Coope r a t io n  w i t h
UN  o rg a n i za t io n s 

	� Cooperation	 with	 UN	 partners	 is	 a	 fundamental	 feature	 of	 how	 UNECE	
supports	countries	towards	achieving	the	SDGs.	Examples	include:	

	� UNECE	contributes	to	providing	a	regional	dimension	to	the	work	of	the	UN	
through	 regional	 inputs	 to	UN	global	 processes.	 In	 this	 role,	 it	 coordinates	
with	 its	 sister	 UN	 Regional	 Commissions	 (RCs),	 through	 regular	 meetings	
of	 the	 Executive	 Secretaries.	 Cooperation	 with	 the	 RCs	 covers	 a	 wide	
range	 of	 initiatives,	 including	 regional	 review	 processes,	 water,	 energy,	
environment,	 economic	 integration,	 Public-Private	 Partnerships,	 statistics,	
trade	facilitation,	transport	and	road	safety,	in	particular	the	UN	Road	Safety	
Fund.	As	part	of	wide-ranging	support	to	shared	member	States,	UNECE	and	
UNESCAP	 jointly	 support	 the	 UN	 Special	 Programme	 for	 the	 Economies	 of	
Central	Asia	(SPECA).	This	cooperation	covers	work	on	sustainable	transport;	
water,	energy	and	environment;	trade	development	and	facilitation;	gender;	
statistics;	and	innovation	for	sustainable	development.

	� UNECE	 contributes	 to	 the	 United	 Nations	 Sustainable	 Development	
Cooperation	Framework	in	17	countries	in	its	region,	in	collaboration	with	the	
Resident	Coordinators	and	respective	UN	Country	Teams.	UNECE	also	supports	
UN	Common	Country	Analysis	for	the	Cooperation	Framework.	

	� UNECE’s	wide-ranging	cooperation	with	UNDP	helps	to	strengthen	countries’	
capacities	to	address	a	range	of	sustainable	development	challenges.	

	� UNECE	 and	 FAO	 have	 a	 joint	 programme	 of	work	 on	 forests,	 implemented	
through	 the	 Joint	 UNECE-FAO	 Forestry	 and	Timber	 Section.	 This	 addresses	
issues	 such	 as	 sustainable	 forest	 management,	 wood	 and	 non-wood	
sustainable	 forest	 products,	 green	 jobs,	 as	 well	 as	 ecosystem	 restoration,	
forest	biodiversity	and	trees	outside	the	forest.	The	UNECE/FAO	Joint	Section	
also	 initiated	 partnership	 with	 ILO	 and	 FAO	 Headquarters	 on	 a	 study	 on	
“Transformations	in	the	future	of	work	and	their	implications	on	occupational	
safety	and	health	in	forestry”,	that	will	be	finalized	in	2021.
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	� UNECE	 cooperates	 with	 WMO	 on	 water	 and	 air	 pollution-related	
monitoring	 and	 modelling,	 climate	 change	 mitigation	 and	
adaptation	measures,	including	for	inland	transport	infrastructure.		

	� UNFCCC	 contributes	 to	 UNECE’s	 work	 on	 climate	 change-related	
statistics,	together	with	WMO	and	FAO.	

	� UNECE	 supports	 multi-agency	 coordination	 including	 through	 UN	
Water;	 on	 road	 safety;	 on	 sustainable	 energy,	 through	UN-Energy	
and	SE4ALL;	on	industrial	and	chemical	safety;	on	air	pollution;	on	
environmental	 assessment;	 on	 environmental	monitoring;	 and	 on	
ageing.	

	� UNECE	 and	 ITU	work	 hand	 in	 hand	 to	 promote	 the	 use	 of	 ICTs	 in	
city	 planning	 and	 service	 provision,	 within	 the	 United	 for	 Smart	
Sustainable	Cities	initiative,	as	well	as	on	eBusiness	standards.		

	� UNECE	 and	 IAEA	 work	 together	 to	 promote	 the	 use	 of	 UNFC	 to	
map	 uranium	 and	 thorium	 resources	 and	 cooperate	 in	 the	 field	
of	 assessment	 of	 environmental	 impacts	 of	 nuclear	 power	 related	
programmes	and	plans.	

	� UNECE	contributes	to	the	implementation	of	the	Sendai	Framework	
of	Action	in	partnership	with	UNDRR.		

	� UNECE	works	with	UN	OCHA	on	disaster	recovery.	

	� UNECE	 supports	 the	 work	 of	 6	 Special	 Rapporteurs	 appointed	 by	
the	 Human	 Rights	 Council:	 Special	 Rapporteur	 on	 human	 rights	
and	the	environment;	on	the	situation	of	human	rights	defenders;	
on	the	implications	for	human	rights	of	the	environmentally	sound	
management	and	disposal	of	hazardous	substances	and	wastes;	on	
the	human	rights	to	safe	drinking	water	and	sanitation;	on	adequate	
housing	 as	 a	 component	 of	 the	 right	 to	 an	 adequate	 standard	 of	
living;	and	the	Independent	Expert	on	the	enjoyment	of	all	human	
rights	by	older	persons.	

	� UNECE	 and	 ILO	 work	 together	 to	 address	 a	 range	 of	 safety	 and	
decent	work	 issues,	 such	 as	 in	 the	 transport,	 industrial	 and	 trade	
sectors,	 as	 well	 as	 to	 ensure	 that	 economic	 and	 social	 statistics	
align	 with	 labour-related	 international	 standards	 and	 definitions.	
Collaboration	 also	 covers	 green	 jobs	 in	 the	 forest	 sector	 and	 in	
transport,	and	decent	work	in	the	garment	and	footwear	industry.	

	� UNECE	 and	 FAO	 cooperation	 also	 relates	 to	 security	 of	 tenure	 and	
land	governance.	 In	addition,	UNECE	cooperates	with	FAO	on	 food	
loss	and	waste,	as	well	as	 sustainable	fisheries,	 including	 the	UN/
FLUX	standard	(developed	by	UN/CEFACT).	

	� UNECE	 works	 closely	 together	 with	 WHO/Europe	 through	 the	
Transport,	 Health	 and	 Environment	 Pan-European	 Programme	
(THE	 PEP),	 the	 joint	 Protocol	 on	Water	 and	 Health	to	 the	Water	
Convention,	 the	 Joint	 Task	 Force	 on	 the	 Health	 Aspects	of	 Air	
Pollution	 under	 the	 Air	 Convention,	 the	 European	 Environment	
and	 Health	 Process,	 on	 Environmental	 Performance	 Reviews,	 the	
Joint	Task	Force	on	Environmental	Statistics	and	Indicators	and	the	
Protocol	on	Strategic	Environmental	Assessment.	

	� UNECE	 works	 closely	 with	 UN-Habitat	 on	 developing	 sustainable	
urban	development	and	housing	policies	in	the	region.		

	� UNECE	works	 closely	with	 UNITAR	 on	 promoting	 pollutant	 release	
and	transfer	registers	and	public	environmental	rights.	

	� UNECE	 contributes	 to	 various	 activities	 under	 UN	 DESA,	 including	
the	work	 of	 the	UN	Statistical	 Commission	 and	 the	preparation	of	
the	 annual	 World	 Economic	 and	 Social	 Prospects	 report.	 UNECE	
also	 contributes	 to	 the	 United	 Nations	 Interagency	 Task	 Team	 on	
Science,	 Technology	 and	 Innovation	 for	 the	 SDGs	 (IATT-STI)	 and	 it	
works	closely	with	UN	DESA	to	promote	People-first	Public-Private	
Partnerships	 as	 tools	 to	 diversify	 the	 sources	 of	 financing	 for	 the	
implementation	of	the	SDGs	as	part	of	Integrated	National	Financing	
Frameworks	(INFFs).		

	� UNECE	cooperates	with	United	Nations	Global	Geospatial	Information	
Management	 on	 the	 integration	 of	 statistical	 and	 geospatial	
information,	 land	 administration,	 management	 and	 governance,	
and	with	UN-GGIM	Europe	as	its	regional	committee.	

	� UNECE	works	 closely	 with	 UN	Women	 on	 regional	 reviews	 of	 the	
Beijing	 Declaration	 and	 Platform	 for	 Action,	 as	well	 as	 on	 gender	
statistics.	

	� UNECE	 and	 UNFPA	 work	 closely	 together	 on	 ageing.	 UNFPA	 also	
provides	long-standing	support	for	UNECE’s	work	on	population	and	
housing	censuses.		
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	� UNECE	partners	with	IOM	in	developing	concepts	and	statistical	capacity	for	
measuring	migration.	

	� Cooperation	 between	 UNECE,	 UNCTAD	 and	 ITC	 covers	 a	 wide	 range	 of	
sustainable	 trade	 issues.	 UNECE	 and	 UNCTAD’s	 close	 collaboration	 covers	
areas	 including	 trade	 facilitation,	 standardization,	 sustainable	 resource	
management	 and	 statistics	 on	 gender	 and	 trade.	 UN/CEFACT	works	 closely	
with	 UNCTAD.	 This	 helps	 to	 ensure	 that	 developing	 countries’	 needs	 are	
taken	 into	 consideration	 in	 UN/CEFACT’s	 work.	 UN/CEFACT’s	 standards	 and	
recommendations	also	help	with	the	capacity	building	role	of	UNCTAD.

	� UNECE	works	with	UN-OICT	to	design,	develop	and	pilot	innovative	ICT-based	
solutions	 for	 the	 identification,	 measuring	 and	 reduction	 of	 food	 loss	 and	
waste.		

	� UNECE	and	UNESCO	are	co-custodians	of	SDG	indicator	6.5.2	on	transboundary	
water	 cooperation.	 Cooperation	 also	 supports	 the	 implementation	 of	 the	
UNECE	 Strategy	 for	 Education	 for	 Sustainable	 Development	 at	 the	 national	
level.	

	� UNECE	provides	ongoing	advisory	support	to	ECLAC	with	regard	to	the	Escazu	
Agreement.

	� UNECE,	UNEP	and	UNESCO	co-chair	the	new	interagency	Issue-based	Coalition	
on	Environment	and	Climate	Change,	which	now	has	18	members	among	the	
UN	agencies	in	the	region.

	� UNECE	 and	 UNICEF	 co-chair	 the	 Regional	 Coordination	 Group	 for	 Data	 and	
Statistics.	UNICEF	and	UNECE	are	also	working	together	to	develop	new	work	
on	statistics	on	children	and	youth.	

	� UNECE	and	UNOPS	work	 together	 on	Distributed	 Ledger	 Technologies	–	an	
area	which	also	covers	cooperation	with	WIPO	-	and	Blockchain	for	the	SDGs.	

	� UNECE	and	 ICAO	work	closely	on	 trade	 facilitation,	while	UNECE	 is	assisting	
IMO	with	 the	dematerialization	of	 their	data	needs	 for	 the	FAL	Convention.	
UNECE	 signed	an	MoU	with	 IMO	(with	WCO	and	 ISO)	 in	order	 to	help	 them	
develop	and	maintain	a	maritime	transport	reference	model.

	� UNECE	works	alongside	many	other	UN	entities	as	part	of	projects	under	the	
UN	Development	Account	to	develop	statistics	and	data	for	the	SDGs	and	to	
measure	 the	 impact	 of	 the	 COVID-19	 pandemic	 on	 vulnerable	 population	
groups.
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UNECE	 cooperates	with	a	wide	 range	of	other	 institutions,	 from	 the	public	
and	private	sector,	academia	and	NGOs.	

These	include:

Othe r  reg iona l o rgan iza t ions 

	� The	 European	 Commission	 contributes	 to	 the	 development	 and	
implementation	 of	 UNECE’s	 normative	 work,	 standards	 and	 Conventions	
across	a	wide	range	of	areas.		

	� The	EU	supports,	in	particular,	the	accession	of	non-EU	countries	to	the	Water	
Convention	and	the	implementation	of	the	Water	Convention	and	its	Protocol	
on	Water	 and	Health	 in	 the	 EU	 Eastern	 Partnership	 countries	 (through	 the	
EUWI+	 programme),	 the	 Espoo	 Convention	 and	 its	 Protocol	 on	 Strategic	
Environmental	 Assessment	 (through	 the	 EU4Environment	 programme),	
the	 Air	 Convention	 and	 its	 protocols,	 and	 the	 1958	 Agreement	 on	 vehicle	
regulations.	 The	 EU	 also	 supports	 the	 development	 and	 implementation	
of	 interoperable	 standards	 for	 multimodal	 transport	 data	 and	 document	
exchange,	 and	 the	 UN/CEFACT	 project	 to	 enhance	 transparency	 and	
traceability	of	sustainable	value	chains	in	the	garment	and	footwear	sectors.	

	� UNECE	 is	 a	member	 of	 EU	 DG	MOVE	 Digital	Transport	 and	 Logistics	 Forum	
(DTLF)	and	has	helped	guide	the	requirements	of	digital	transport	documents.	
The	 DTLF	 is	 developing	 its	 solution	 based	 on	 the	 UN/CEFACT	Multi-Modal	
Transport	Reference	Data	Model.

	� EU	 DG	 TAXUD	 is	 a	 long-time	 member	 and	 supporter	 of	 UN/CEFACT	 work,	
especially	 on	 Single	 Window.	 UNECE	 is	 a	 member	 of	 EU	 DG	 DIGIT	 Multi	
Stakeholder	Platform	for	ICT	development.

	� Eurostat	works	alongside	UNECE	in	all	statistical	areas.			

	� The	 European	 Environment	Agency	 (EEA)	 is	 a	 strong	 partner	 in	 the	UNECE	
Environmental	 Monitoring	 and	 Assessment	 programme.	 Collaboration	
also	 covers	 work	 on	 climate	 change-related	 statistics,	 on	 open	 data	 and	
e-government	 and	 environmental	 information	 sharing	 and	 dissemination.	
Cooperation	also	covers	the	work	under	the	Transport,	Health	and	Environment	
Pan-European	Programme	(THE	PEP).

	� The	EU	Committee	of	Regions	and	the	Council	of	Europe	Development	Bank	
cooperate	with	UNECE	 to	promote	national	 and	 local	policies	 in	 Europe	 for	
affordable	housing.			

Le ve r a g in g  
coope r a t io n  b e yond  

t h e  UN  sy s t em  



	� UNECE,	UNITAR,	UNEP	and	OECD	promote	jointly	establishing	PRTRs	
at	the	global	level.

	� UNECE	and	the	Secretariat	of	the	Convention	on	Biological	Diversity	
collaborate	 on	 assisting	 countries	 to	 promote	 transparency	 and	
public	participation	in	the	field	of	biosafety.

	� UNECE	 works	 with	 the	 Organization	 for	 Security	 and	 Cooperation	
in	 Europe	 (OSCE)	 on	 a	 range	 of	 economic,	 trade,	 energy	 and	
environmental	 development	issues.	 OSCE’s	 network	 of	 60	 Aarhus	
Centres	in	14	countries	supports	the	implementation	of	the	Aarhus	
Convention.	

	� Partnerships	 with	 Multilateral	 Financial	 institutions	 include	 the	
World	 Bank	 (on	 water	 cooperation,	 road	 safety,	 environmental	
assessment	 under	 EU4Environment	 and	 economic	 statistics),	 the	
European	Bank	 for	Reconstruction	and	Development	(on	PPP	 legal	
and	 regulatory	 frameworks),	 the	 Islamic	 Development	 Bank	 (on	
transport	 connectivity),	 the	 Asian	 Development	 Bank	 (on	 SPECA	
and	 water	 cooperation),	 the	 African	 Development	 Bank	 and	
the	 European	 Investment	 Bank	 (EIB)	 on	 water	 cooperation.	 The	
International	Monetary	 Fund	 (IMF)	 contributes	 to	 UNECE	work	 on	
national	accounts,	employment	and	price	statistics,	and	participates	
in	statistical	decision-making	bodies.		

	� The	Aarhus	Convention	is	applied	in	projects	and	policies	of	a	number	
of	Multilateral	Financial	 Institutions	including	the	World	Bank,	EIB,	
EBRD,	and	the	Asia	Infrastructure	Development	Bank.	EIB	and	EBRD	
also	 apply	 the	 principles	 of	 the	 Espoo	 Convention.	 EIB	 financially	
supports	activities	under	the	Espoo	Convention	and	its	Protocol	on	
SEA.	

	� Collaboration	with	the	World	Customs	Organization	(WCO)	supports	
the	 increased	use	of	electronic	 standards	 for	 trade	 facilitation	and	
cross-border	transport	of	goods.

	� UNECE	 collaborates	 with	 World	 Economic	 Forum	 (WEF)	 on	 issues	
including	urban	development	and	sustainable	trade.

	� UNECE	works	 closely	with	 the	World	Trade	Organization	 (WTO)	on	
trade	facilitation	and	non-tariff	measures	and	supports	its	member	
States	towards	WTO	accession.

	� Cooperation	 with	 the	 Eurasian	 Economic	 Commission,	 the	
Organization	 of	 the	 Black	 Sea	 Economic	 Cooperation	 (BSEC),	 the	
Economic	 Cooperation	 Organization,	 the	 Shanghai	 Cooperation	
Organization	 (SCO)	 and	 various	 bodies	 of	 the	 Commonwealth	 of	
Independent	 States	 (CIS),	 covers	 areas	 including	 trade	 facilitation,	
transport	connectivity,	standardization	and	risk	management.		

	� The	Statistical	Office	of	 the	Commonwealth	of	 Independent	States	
(CIS-Stat)	 collaborates	 with	 UNECE	 on	 capacity	 development	
activities.	

	� UNECE	 cooperates	with	 the	 Interstate	 Commission	 for	 Sustainable	
Development	of	Central	Asia	to	support	environmental	protection.	

	� UNECE	 collaborates	 with	 the	 European	 Free	 Trade	 Association	
(EFTA)	 to	 support	 statistical	 work	 in	 countries	 of	 Eastern	 Europe,	
the	Caucasus	and	Central	Asia	across	a	wide	range	of	areas.	UNECE	
collaborates	 with	 EFTA	 and	 the	 Global	 Forum	 for	 Geography	 and	
Statistics	on	statistical	and	geospatial	information.

	� UNECE	 and	 the	 Council	 of	 European	 Municipalities	 and	 Regions	
(CEMR)	work	on	the	localization	of	the	SDGs	in	the	region.	

	� UNECE	 cooperates	 with	 the	 African	 Union	 Commission	 on	 the	
application	of	UNFC	for	sustainable	resource	management.	

	� The	Gulf	Cooperation	Council	contributes	to	UNECE	work	on	statistical	
modernization,	 dissemination	 and	 communication	 and	measuring	
the	value	of	official	statistics.	

Othe r  in te rna t iona l o rgan iza t ions 

	� UNECE	cooperation	with	the	Organisation	for	Economic	Co-operation	
and	Development	(OECD)	covers	a	wide	range	of	activities	including	
on	 environment,	 trade	 and	 sustainable	 value	 chains	 (e.g.	 in	 the	
garment	and	 footwear	 industry),	 food	and	agriculture,	 innovation,	
sustainable	development	 in	Central	Asia,	 and	urban	development.	
OECD	 is	a	close	partner	of	UNECE	 in	all	 statistical	domains.	 	UNECE	
and	 OECD	 jointly	 facilitate	 National	 Policy	 Dialogues	 on	 water	 in	
countries	of	Eastern	Europe,	the	Caucasus	and	Central	Asia	under	the	
EU	Water	Initiative,	and	have	also	organized	joint	capacity	building	
seminars	on	 Innovative	High	Growth	Enterprises	 in	Eastern	Europe	
and	the	South	Caucasus.	
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Higher	 School	 of	 Economics	 University	 in	Moscow,	Metrology	 and	
Certification,	Kazakh	National	Research	Technical	University,	Kedge	
Business	 School	 in	 Marseille,	 the	 University	 of	 Oxford’s	 Poverty	
and	Human	Development	Initiative,	the	European	Centre	for	Social	
Welfare	 Policy	 and	 Research	 in	 Vienna,	Wageningen	 University	 in	
the	Netherlands,	City	University	of	Hong	Kong,	Tsinghua	University	
and	Jiliang	University	in	China,	Toyo	University	in	Japan,	the	Centre	
for	 International	 Law	 of	 the	 National	 University	 of	 Singapore	 and	
United	 Nations	 University,	 Federal	 University	 of	 Goiás	 and	 the	
School	 of	 Veterinary	Medicine	 and	 Animal	 Science/Food	 Research	
Center	in	Brazil.	15	leading	academic	and	research	institutions	form	
the	consortium	board	of	 the	Generations	and	Gender	Programme.	
UNECE	is	also	a	partner	of	the	EUROAGEISM	network.		

NGOs 

	� Non-governmental	organizations	(NGOs)	in	Consultative	Status	with	
the	United	Nations	 Economic	 and	Social	 Council	 can	participate	 in	
the	work	of	UNECE.	Other	NGOs	also	participate	in	selected	activities.	
Partners	 include:	 Women	 Engage	 for	 a	 Common	 Future	 (WECF),	
the	 Clean	 Clothes	 Campaign	 (CCC),	 Circle	 Economy,	 the	 European	
Youth	Forum,	the	Forum	of	Women’s	NGOs	of	Kyrgyzstan,		Housing	
Europe,	the	World	Wide	Fund	for	Nature	(WWF),	the	Global	Alliance	
of	NGOs	 for	 Road	Safety,	 Fédération	 International	 de	 l’Automobile	
(FIA),	 	 the	 Global	 New	 Car	 Assessment	 Programme	 (Global	
NCAP),	 the	 European	 Federation	 for	 Transport	 and	 Environment	
(T&E),	 	 a	 network	 of	 environmental	 NGOs	 -	 European	 ECO	 Forum,	
Association	Réseau	Normalisation	et	Francophonie,	ECOS	(European	
Environmental	 Citizens	 Organisation	 for	 Standardisation),	 EDGE	
Certified	Foundation,	the	Ellen	McArthur	Foundation,	the	Sustainable	
Apparel	Coalition,	Hilfswerk	International,	Deutsche	Gesellschaft	für	
Internationale	 Zusammenarbeit	 (GIZ),	 International	 Nut	 and	 Dried	
Fruit	Council	(INC),	Agricultural	and	Food	Marketing	Association	for	
Asia	and	the	Pacific	(AFMA),	Europe-Africa-Caribbean-Pacific	Liaison	
Committee	 (COLEACP),	 European	 Food	 Banks	 Federation	 and	 the	
International	 Institute	 for	 Sustainable	 Development.	 UN/CEFACT	
works	closely	with	GS1	to	ensure	that	their	standards	are	mutually	
compatible	and	interoperable.

	� UNECE	 cooperates	 with	 International	 Union	 for	 Conservation	 of	
Nature	 (IUCN)	 on	 forest	 landscape	 restoration,	 including	 together	
with	the	World	Resources	Institute	(WRI),	FAO	and	the	World	Bank	
on	ECCA30.	

	� UNECE	 cooperates	 with	 the	 International	 Boreal	 Forest	 Research	
Association	(IBFRA)	through	its	Team	of	Specialist	on	Boreal	Forests.

	� UNECE	works	with	 the	World	 Energy	Council	 in	 the	 context	 of	 the	
Pathways	to	Sustainable	Energy	project.		

P r iva te  se ctor   

	� UNECE	 and	 the	 International	 Road	 Transport	 Union	 (IRU)	 have	 a	
longstanding	partnership	on	the	TIR	Convention.	

	� UNECE	 and	 the	 Royal	 Institution	 of	 Chartered	 Surveyors	 work	
together	on	issues	of	Land-value	Capture	and	Fire	Safety	Standards.	

	� Representatives	 from	 a	 variety	 of	 industries	 for	 which	 UNECE	
produces	norms	and	standards	actively	participate	in	the	work	of	the	
respective	working	parties,	 including	 the	motor,	 energy,	minerals,	
chemical,	logistics,	garment	and	footwear,	and	agricultural	sectors.	
The	 private	 sector	 is	 actively	 involved	 in	 UNECE’s	 work	 on	 trade	
facilitation	 and	 electronic	 business	 (UN/CEFACT	 mobilizes	 more	
than	 1000	 experts),	 and	 standardization.	 	 The	 private	 sector	 is	
also	 involved	 in	 the	 UNECE	 People-first	 PPP	 work	 including	 the	
development	of	international	standards.

Academ ia  

	� Collaboration	 between	 UNECE	 and	 many	 leading	 academic	
institutions	 helps	 to	 bridge	 science-policy	 gaps	 for	 sustainable	
development.	 Partners	 include:	 Boston	 University,	 Columbia	
University,	Harvard	School	of	Design,	Pennsylvania	State	University,	
Glasgow	School	of	Art,	University	of	Geneva,	the	Graduate	Institute	
of	International	Studies	in	Geneva,	University	of	Applied	Sciences	and	
Arts	 North-western	 Switzerland,	 Berlin	 University	 of	 Technology,	
University	 of	 Hohenheim	 and	 the	 Thünen	 Institute,	 IESE	 business	
school	in	Barcelona,	Rotterdam	School	of	Management,	University	of	
Belgrade,	University	of	Novi	Sad,	University	of	Bologna,	Politecnico	
di	Milano,	Bocconi	University,	Russia’s	Academy	for	Standardization,
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