
 

 

 

 

Elisabeth TUERK 
Director, Economic Cooperation and Trade, UNECE 

 

Ms. Tuerk is Director of the Economic Cooperation and Trade Division (ECTD) at 

UNECE and leads the Division’s work across its four Sections: Cooperation and 

Partnerships, Innovative Policies Development, Market Access and Trade 

Facilitation.  

Prior to that, Ms. Tuerk acted as Chief of the Section on International Investment 

Agreements (IIAs) in UNCTAD’s Division on Investment and Enterprise (DIAE), 

where she led the Section's work across the three pillars of UNCTAD activities: 

research and analysis, capacity-building and consensus-building. Ms. Tuerk also 

coordinated the Section's contribution to other UNCTAD products, such as the joint 

UNCTAD/OECD monitoring of G20 countries' investment policy changes, the annual 

World Investment Report (WIR), and the biennial World Investment Forum (WIF), 

including key events such as Ministerial Roundtables.  

Ms. Tuerk’s earlier professional activities included functions in UNCTAD’s Division 

on International Trade and Commodities (DITC), covering e.g. WTO accessions and 

GATS negotiations, in the Geneva office of the Center for International 

Environmental Law (CIEL) and in the World Trade Organization (WTO). Ms. Tuerk 

holds a master’s degree from the World Trade Institute (WTI) in Bern, Switzerland, 

and both a degree in international management and a degree in law from the Karl-

Franzens Universität in Graz, Austria. 
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