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  Introduction 

1. Provisions to address the classification of articles containing dangerous goods, not 

otherwise specified (n.o.s.) were adopted into the Model Regulations with effect of the 

twentieth revised edition. 

2. Included in the provisions for the classification of such articles is a specific paragraph, 

2.0.5.2, identifying that these articles may also contain batteries. The provisions in 2.0.5.2 

then require that lithium batteries integral to the article shall “… be of a type proven to meet 

the testing requirements of the Manual of Tests and Criteria, part III, sub-section 38.3, except 

when otherwise specified by these Regulations…”. 

3. Paragraph 2.0.5.2 then provides examples of where compliance with sub-section 38.3 

of the Manual of Tests and Criteria is otherwise specified, as follows: 

“(e.g. for pre-production prototype articles containing lithium batteries or for a small 

production run, consisting of not more than 100 such articles)”. 

4. The examples provided imply that it is the articles that must be a prototype or that will 

have a production run of not more than 100 articles. However, the exception that applies to 

compliance with sub-section 38.3 of the Manual of Tests and Criteria is for the lithium cell 

or battery type as set out in special provision 310 and as such, the examples are inaccurate in 

that they should specifically refer to “pre-production protype lithium cells or batteries or 

production runs, consisting of not more than 100 cells or batteries” and even then, only when 

the protypes are being shipped for testing. 
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5. Based on the requirements set out in special provision 310, any article containing pre-

production protype or low production lithium cells or batteries should be identified as such 

by the addition of the statement “Transport in accordance with special provision 310” on the 

transport document. 

6. To address the specific requirements that apply to lithium cell and battery types that 

have not passed the tests in sub-section 38.3 of the Manual of Tests and Criteria as provided 

for in special provision 310 it is proposed to revise paragraph 2.0.5.2. Two options have been 

provided below. The first option removes any allowance for articles to contain untested 

lithium cells or batteries. The second one revises the wording in 2.0.5.2 to refer to the lithium 

batteries rather than the articles and then requires compliance with special provision 301, i.e. 

the articles containing the untested lithium cells or batteries can only be transported for the 

purposes of testing. 

7. On the second option for amendment to 2.0.5.2 the Sub-Committee is invited to 

consider under what circumstances it is appropriate to permit articles containing dangerous 

goods, n.o.s. to also contain untested lithium cells or batteries. For example, should there be 

requirements added to packing instruction P006 for articles containing untested lithium cells 

or batteries to include the specific conditions from packing instruction P910? 

  Proposal 1 

8. The Sub-Committee is invited to amend 2.0.5.2 to remove any reference to articles 

being able to contain untested lithium cells batteries, as follows (deleted text is strike 

through): 

“2.0.5.2 Such articles may in addition contain batteries. Lithium batteries that 

are integral to the article shall be of a type proven to meet the testing requirements of 

the Manual of Tests and Criteria, part III, sub-section 38.3, except when otherwise 

specified by these Regulations (e.g. for pre-production prototype articles containing 

lithium batteries or for a small production run, consisting of not more than 100 such 

articles).” 

  Proposal 2 

9. The Sub-Committee is invited to amend 2.0.5.2 to clearly identify that it is the lithium 

batteries that are pre-production or prototype and not the articles and reference to special 

provision 310 to be included, as follows (new text is underlined, deleted text is strike 

through): 

“2.0.5.2 Such articles may in addition contain batteries. Lithium batteries that 

are integral to the article shall be of a type proven to meet the testing requirements of 

the Manual of Tests and Criteria, part III, sub-section 38.3., except when otherwise 

specified by these Regulations (e.g. for Articles containing pre-production prototype 

articles containing lithium cells or batteries or for a small production run of articles, 

consisting of not more than 100 such articles such cells or batteries the requirements 

of special provision 310 shall be met.” 

10. If proposal 2 is preferred, the following consequential amendment to special provision 

310 is proposed: 

“310 The testing requirements in the Manual of Tests and Criteria, part III sub-

section 38.3 do not apply to production runs, consisting of not more than 

100 cells or batteries, or to pre-production prototypes of cells or batteries when 

these prototypes are transported for testing when packaged in accordance with 

packing instructions P006 or P910 of 4.1.4.1 or LP905 of 4.1.4.3, as applicable. 

 The transport document shall include the following statement: “Transport in 

accordance with special provision 310”. 

 …” 
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11. For the dangerous goods list, Chapter 3.2 assign “301” in column (6) to UN nos. 3537, 

3538, 3540, 3541, 3546, 3547 and 3549. 

12. Consequential amendment to packing instruction P006 by the addition of the 

following new paragraphs: 

“(5) Articles containing pre-production prototype or low production run lithium 

cells or batteries that are of a type that have not met the testing requirements 

of part III, sub-section 38.3 of the Manual of Tests and Criteria, part III sub-

section 38.3 shall in addition meet the following: 

(a) Appropriate measures shall be taken to minimize the effects of vibration 

and shocks and prevent movement of the article within the package that 

may lead to damage and a dangerous condition during transport. When 

cushioning material is used to meet this requirement it shall be non-

combustible and electrically non-conductive; 

(b) Non-combustibility shall be assessed according to a standard recognized 

in the country where the packaging is designed or manufactured; 

(c) The article may be transported unpackaged under conditions specified by 

the competent authority. Additional conditions that may be considered in 

the approval process include, but are not limited to: 

i. The article shall be strong enough to withstand the shocks and 

loadings normally encountered during transport, including 

transhipment between cargo transport units and between cargo 

transport units and warehouses as well as any removal from a pallet 

for subsequent manual or mechanical handling; and 

ii. The article shall be fixed in cradles or crates or other handling devices 

in such a way that it will not become loose during normal conditions 

of transport.” 

    


