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CONCLUSIONS FROM THE SESSION 1
Increasing resilience of water and sanitation to the effects of climate change,
including through the Protocol on Water and Health
 Climate change impacts wate r cycle by dis rupting wea ther pa tte rns , leading to extreme weather events ,

unpredictable wate r ava ilability, exacerba ting wate r scarcity and contamina ting wate r supplies in short,
medium and long te rm. Such impacts can dras tica lly a ffect wate r quantity and qua lity, ultimate ly affecting
human hea lth. Tempera ture changes and ra infa ll a lte r ecologica l niches , spreading and dis tribution of
some wate r-borne illnesses and disease vectors while ris ing sea leve ls a ffect wate r and sanita tion service
security and safe ty.

 Building and mainta ining wate r supply and sanita tion sys tems tha t a re res ilient to climate shocks should
re ly upon the commitments of policy governance and integra tion with other sector and progress (e .g. green
and digita l trans ition) and requires integra ted perspective on wate r, sanita tion, climate and hea lth with the
applying of risk-based approaches and tools , such as wate r and sanita tion safe ty plans .

 Within the fundamenta l inte r-sectoria l approach, wate r and sanita tion opera tors play an important role in
increas ing res ilience to climate change . Strong climate -sens itive regula tory frameworks are key enable rs
in the process .

 The Protocol on Water and Health is a powerful multila te ra l ins trument tha t he lps countries sys tematica lly
address wate r and sanita tion-re la ted hea lth risks aris ing from a changing climate .



CONCLUSIONS FROM THE SESSION 2
Water, sanitation and health in national climate policies

 Water is a common thread linking the key global goa ls of the Paris Agreement and the 2030
Agenda for Sus ta inable Development with na tiona l commitments on climate change .

 Integra ting water and sanita tion-re la ted climate adapta tion policies is crucia l for
s trengthening the res ilience of our economies and socie ties , hea lth and well-be ing.

 Nationa l Adapta tion Plans (NAPs) serve as the umbre lla plan of action for adapta tion a t
country leve l, embracing a ll other re levant na tiona l plans and sectora l s tra tegies , as well as
plans a t subnationa l and, where re levant, regiona l/transboundary plans . Water, sanita tion
and hea lth should be given high priority in the NAPs and also in the NDCs.



CONCLUSIONS FROM THE SESSION 3
Disaster risk reduction through transboundary cooperation 

 An integra ted multi-hazard risk approach is needed to adequa te ly address disas te r risks , in line with
the Sendai framework for disas ter risk reduction, linking for ex. floods and droughts which often
happen in the same bas in. Natura l disas te rs can trigger technologica l disas te rs for ex. indus tria l
accidents . Bas in-wide contingency planning is there fore recommended. Health aspects of disas te rs
a re often dis regarded but should a lso be cons idered, for example mining accidents a ffect water
qua lity and thereby hea lth.

 Coopera tion a t the regional and transboundary leve l is important in address ing disas te r risks to
prevent mal-adapta tion and make DRR more effective , for example by sharing da ta , bas in-wide early
warning and monitoring sys tems or prioritiza tion of measures to jointly address disas te r risks . This
can increase trus t and promote transboundary coopera tion more broadly. Making exis ting
transboundary agreements climate-res ilient is a re la ted challenge . The Water Convention plays an
important role in he lping countries jointly address climate change and disas te rs .

 Increas ing funds are ava ilable for adapta tion and it is there fore important for the water community to
submit good project proposa ls on water, WASH and climate change , including regiona l and
transboundary water coopera tion, highlighting the climate ra tionale , and to mains tream these issues
into NDCs and NAPs.



CONCLUSIONS FROM THE SESSION 4
Transboundary cooperation and health policies
 Some transboundary agreements such as on the lake Victoria , Amazon and Senegal bas ins

include health or WASH issues , with an increas ing trend, maybe due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
Hea lth and water qua lity issues can actua lly promote transboundary coopera tion

 Some bas in organiza tions , especia lly in developing countries , which work on broader
development topics , a re dealing with health-re la ted issues , mos tly WASH and access to water,
but a lso some are implementing water qua lity measures such as pollution prevention, joint norms
and s tandards e tc. This may be re la ted to the ir broader mandate to a lso support development.
They support disease surve illance , prevention of infectious diseases for example by dis tributing
mosquito ne ts , dis tributing medicine

 It is important to involve loca l communities in disas te r risk reduction, water management and
transboundary coopera tion, e .g. through awareness -ra is ing, educa tion, tra inings e tc. S tory-te lling
can enable be tte r unders tanding of the importance of bas in-wide coopera tion and reduction of
impacts on shared waters . Impacts need to be demons tra ted within an actor’s immedia te sphere
of influence to then show how these trans la te a t transboundary level which is quite abs tract
otherwise . Showing da ily impacts and the role individuals play filte rs up to transboundary leve l.
Working with community foca l points or leaders is a lso crucia l, including for hea lth-re la ted issues .



CONCLUSIONS FROM THE SESSION 4
 Integra tion of WASH and Health policies in transboundary coopera tion requires regiona l coordina tion with

s trong support (Technica l and financia l) to enhance deve lopment, harmoniza tion and implementa tion of
regiona l and inte rna tiona l transboundary policies .

 Transboundary coopera tion is a long process impacted in both pos itive and nega tive ways by the COVID-19
pandemic. Pre -exis ting coopera tion re la tionships have genera lly been able to continue , a lthough in a lte red
formats . New coopera tion frameworks have , converse ly, been cha llenging to es tablish, and many meetings
could not take place . Digita liza tion of coopera tion methods has been acce le ra ted: enhancing the
democra tiza tion and inclus ion of many coopera tion meetings and processes ; ye t this has a lso diminished
the poss ibilitie s for more complex in-person negotia tions . In some cases , the COVID-19 pandemic has
prompted higher coopera tion be tween border citie s a round shared rivers and wate r supply and sanita tion,
e .g. be tween Uruguay and Brazil. There are opportunities of building back be tte r by ensuring integra tion of
disas te r risk reduction into policies , s tra tegies and river bas in management plans by linking biologica l,
technologica l , and na tura l hazards .

 Cons ider public hea lth, ecosys tem hea lth and animal hea lth in an integra ted manner. Nature -based
solutions can he lp to reduce disas te r risks .

 Water supply and use in companies and a t home also s ignificantly contributes to Greenhouse gas emiss ions
(up to 10%). Water is crucia l for climate change mitiga tion which should place wate r in globa l climate
discuss ions .
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