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INVITATION TO REGISTER AND CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 

 

I. BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE 

 

1. Countries across the region continue to grapple with the unprecedented challenges to 

their censuses posed by the Covid-19 pandemic. Some have been postponed, while others 

have taken place or will do so this year in significantly altered circumstances. In such 

unusual times, the need for international exchange is greater than ever before, so that 

countries can learn from one-another’s experiences and ensure that censuses go ahead as 

smoothly as possible.  

 

2. In the midst of this situation, countries are also embarking on plans for the 2030 round. 

The 2021 Online Expert Meeting will provide a forum for sharing experiences and plans, as 

well as for the international community of census experts to contribute to development of 

regional guidance for the 2030 round.  

 

II. PARTICIPATION 
 

3. The principal target audience is census managers and experts responsible for all aspects 

of census planning and management in national statistical offices, as well as census experts 

in international organizations. Representatives of academia, civil society and other 

individuals may also register and will be able to participate subject to available capacity. 

 

4. Invited countries and international organizations will be guaranteed two connections 

initially. Registration requests for additional participants will be considered according to 

capacity limitations once the registration deadline has passed. Only registered participants 

Submit abstract: bit.ly/AbstractUNECECensus2021 by Friday 16 April 

Register: bit.ly/RegisterUNECECensus2021 by Wednesday 5 May 

http://bit.ly/AbstractUNECECensus2021
http://bit.ly/RegisterUNECECensus2021
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will be able to connect to the meeting. To register please complete the online registration 

form at bit.ly/RegisterUNECECensus2021 by Wednesday 5 May 2021. Connection links and 

instructions for joining the event will be sent out by email approximately one week before 

the meeting. 

 

5. The working languages of the meeting are English and Russian. Simultaneous 

interpretation will be provided in these languages. Abstracts should be submitted and 

presentations delivered in English or Russian only.   

 

III. CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

6. The meeting will consist of short presentations (8-10 minutes, maximum 10 slides) 

followed by facilitated discussions. You are invited to submit an abstract of approximately 

300 words outlining your proposed presentation. Abstracts should be submitted in English 

or Russian via the online form at bit.ly/AbstractUNECECensus2021 by Friday 16 April 2021. 

No written papers are requested. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. If more abstracts are received than can be accommodated in the meeting, the CES Steering 

Group on Population and Housing Censuses will select the abstracts to be presented. 

Selected presenters will be given full instructions and deadlines for preparing their 

presentations and for the conduct of the online event. All abstracts received will be made 

available on the meeting website. 

 

 
  

Abstracts for all sessions should aim to be forward-looking with the goal of providing 

information that may be useful for others: e.g. highlighting findings or experiences 

that could offer valuable lessons learned; and/or showing how these experiences will 

inform future approaches. 

http://bit.ly/RegisterUNECECensus2021
http://bit.ly/AbstractUNECECensus2021
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IV. THEMES 

 

A. First results and experience from censuses already conducted in the 2020 

round 

8. The number of countries which have successfully completed a census of the 2020 round 

prior to the meeting is considerably smaller than previously anticipated, due to the delays 

imposed by the Covid-19 pandemic. The small number whose censuses took place prior 

to the pandemic already shared their experiences during the 2020 Online Expert Meeting. 

In this session, those countries will have the opportunity to share any further findings, while 

other countries which conducted their censuses during 2020 are invited to present their 

experiences and any lessons learned, not only pandemic-related but also in relation to 

methods, participation and other aspects of interest. 

 

B. Identifying best practices for risk assessment, contingency planning and 

emergency response in censuses 

9. There is a need for enhanced international guidance on contingency planning for census 

operations. This was a principal conclusion of the 2020 Online Expert Meeting and the 

region-wide survey of countries published in the 2021 study “Keeping count: conducting 

the 2020 round of population and housing censuses during the Covid-19 pandemic”. In 

this session countries are invited to share details of how they design and enact contingency 

plans; to explain how they implemented these plans in response to the challenges posed 

by the pandemic and other major events; and to discuss the factors which have contributed 

to or reduced their success. The aim of the session is to identify best practices which can 

be incorporated into the forthcoming Conference of European Statisticians (CES) 

Recommendations for Censuses of Population and Housing. 

 

C. Transitioning to register-based censuses beyond the 2020 round 

10. The trend towards increasing adoption of non-traditional census methodologies 

continues, and may have been accelerated by the pandemic as countries have come under 

pressure to hasten their development of tools and techniques based on administrative 

sources. Countries are invited to share information about their plans to transition from 

traditional or combined approaches to, or towards, a register-based approach for the 2030 

round. The session will benefit from the experiences or plans both of countries which have 

existing population registers and those which do not. 

 

D. Dissemination and communication before, during and after censuses 

11. In this session countries are invited to share both experiences and future plans for 

disseminating census data and for communicating with stakeholders and users. The 

session will explore the range of user groups and uses of census data and will consider the 

role of comprehensive communications plans in increasing participation and support for 

censuses. In particular, countries using innovative approaches to dissemination of census 

data are invited to share their experiences. 

https://unece.org/statistics/publications/keeping-count
https://unece.org/statistics/publications/keeping-count
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E. Leaving no-one behind: equity and inclusion of minority groups in censuses 

12. The pledge of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development is to leave no-one behind 

and to endeavour to reach the furthest behind first. Censuses are a fundamental tool for 

achieving this. Some vulnerable or disadvantaged groups, however, risk being un- or 

under-represented in censuses, either because they are hard to identify or because they 

are hard to reach. Not only are there challenges in ensuring that minority groups are 

covered; there are also questions of whether and how censuses should record minority 

group membership, be it indigenous peoples, members of minority ethnic or religious 

groups, or  people with a gender identity that differs from their recorded sex, for example. 

There are tensions between the need for statistics on minorities to inform policymaking 

and ensure representation, on the one hand, and concerns about privacy and 

confidentiality, fears of discrimination and potentially reduced willingness to participate in 

censuses, on the other. Censuses conducted using registers and administrative sources 

face unique challenges around this topic. This session will explore these tensions and 

questions through the perspective of a panel of invited speakers. 

 

F.  Future work: advancing the Steering Group’s work plan for developing 

the 2030 Recommendations on Population and Housing Censuses 

13. The Secretariat and Steering Group will present their Work Plan for Developing the 

Conference of European Statisticians Recommendations for Population and Housing 

Censuses for the 2030 Round (ECE/CES/BUR/2021/FEB/6)1, which was approved by the CES 

Bureau in February 2021. Participants will have the opportunity to discuss the 

implementation of this work plan and the ways in which they will participate in the agreed 

activities. 

 
1 Available from https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-02/06_Census2030WorkPlan_appr.pdf. 

https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-02/06_Census2030WorkPlan_appr.pdf

