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Some background on GEO



GEOSS Data Sharing & Management principles

Data Sharing Principles Data Management Principles

• Open data and metadata
• Registration and attribution if

necessary
• Minimal restrictions when

open data is not possible
• Minimum time delay

Data (and metadata) shall be:
• Discoverable
• Accessible
• Usable
• Preserved
• Curated

https://www.earthobservations.org/documents/open_eo
_data/GEO_Strategic_Plan_2016_2025_Implementing_
GEOSS_Reference_Document.pdf

https://www.earthobservations.org/documents/open_eo_
data/GEO_Strategic_Plan_2016_2025_Implementing_GEO
SS.pdf

https://www.earthobservations.org/documents/open_eo_data/GEO_Strategic_Plan_2016_2025_Implementing_GEOSS_Reference_Document.pdf
https://www.earthobservations.org/documents/open_eo_data/GEO_Strategic_Plan_2016_2025_Implementing_GEOSS.pdf


EEA as the European environmental data hub 
EEA is a European partner well placed to strengthen the use of GEOSS data in 
support of EU environmental policy and decision making



Rationale
- Complex and fragmented (in-situ) data* landscape

- Technical and legal challenges to share/access data

- Need for upscale the implementation of GEOSS Data 
Management principles across data providers in Europe**

- The visibility of European activities in GEO could be 
enhanced (inc. Copernicus)

* i.e. non-satellite data: ground, sea, airborne measurements, geospatial data, R&I data, Citizen Science 
** EU, EFTA, EEA cooperating and neighbourhood countries



About this activity
- Service Level Agreement with EC/DG RTD (H2020 WP 

2018-20 (12))

- Duration: 36 months (2021-2023)

- Focus on improving open access to key data for
global/EU environmental policies

- Geographical coverage: pan-European datasets

- Budget: 1,5 M €

- Horizontal and thematic data activities



Work structure 
WP0

Project Management

WP1
Improving the 

value of sharing 
GEOSS data

WP2
Interoperability 

and quality 
requirements

WP3
Standard 

processes to 
facilitate re-use of 

data

WP4
Representing 

European Caucus

[GEO Data WG]
[In Situ data 
providers]

[In Situ data 
requirements]

[Climate Adaptation]
[GHG monitoring]

[Programme Board]
[EuroGEO]



Expected Impacts

- Strengthened coordination of data management and sharing activities
across GEO, EuroGEO and Copernicus

- Improved coordination with key European in-situ data providers

- Better knowledge of specific in-situ requirement/gaps at pan-
European level

- Showcase GEO contributions to relevant EU/global policy use cases

- Increased impact of R&I and Citizen Science activities

- Higher visibility/impact of European contributions to GEO



Many thanks for your 
attention!
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Jose.Rubio@eea.europa.eu (Project Manager)

European Environment Agency

mailto:Jose.Rubio@eea.europa.eu
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