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Introduction

Statistics have never been more important

ONS at the forefront – over 1000 publications

Substantial implications for the future



ONS in the headlines



Challenges of Covid-19

Disruption to data collection:

• Suspended face-to-face interviewing 

• Move to telephone interviews

• Suspended International Passenger Survey

• Shops and businesses closed 

Balancing Covid-19 response and ONS core statistics



Our response

Health



Our response

Economy and Environment



Our response

Social

OPN specific analysis:

• Disability

• Age

• Sex differences

• Income



New communication methods



Risks and rewards

Quality

Error potential

Analysis detail

Real time impact

Timeliness

Innovation

Collaboration



2020 Outcomes

• Provided insights and analysis to 

inform decision making

• Maintained our core statistical 

outputs

• New insight and analysis



Lessons learnt

Rapid, flexible working

Radical and ambitious

Collaborations



Implications for the future

Timely data

Inclusivity

Engagement

Work with partners



Contacts

SustainableDevelopment@ons.gov.ukemail

sdgdata.gov.uk

UK data for SDGs

@ONSsocial

web


