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International Union of 
Conservation of Nature

Since its founding in 1948, brings together world’s conservation 
organizations to advance the conservation and sustainable use of 
nature and natural resources 

Generates data, scientific information, analysis and 
recommendations to guide conservation action and policy

IUCN’s over 1,400 Member organisations include some of the world’s 
most influential government and civil society organisations

• 200+ State and government agencies
• 1200+ Non-governmental and indigenous peoples’ organisations
• 160+ Countries represented by IUCN Members
• UN Permanent Observer

The Union’s depth and diversity give its decisions a powerful 
mandate.
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Key conservation data and tools

The IUCN Red List of Threatened SpeciesTM

assesses risk of species extinction

The IUCN Red List of Ecosystems 

assesses risk of ecosystem collapse

IUCN World Heritage Outlook

assesses conservation status of natural World Heritage sites

The World Database on Key Biodiversity Areas 

assesses sites important for biodiversity

Protected Planet 

provides data on terrestrial and marine protected areas

ECOLEX 

provides a gateway to environmental law
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• Mechanism by which IUCN Members guide the 

policy and Programme of IUCN and influence third 

parties 

• Members Assembly votes to approve motions

• Once/if adopted, Motions become Resolutions and 

Recommendations, and therefore the body of 

IUCN’s general policy

• As the only international conservation forum that 

brings governments, civil society and indigenous 

peoples’ organisations to the same table, the 

IUCN Members’ Assembly carries a powerful 

mandate

IUCN Motions

INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION OF NATURE



Proposed to World Conservation Congress 
2020 in Marseille by

• Conservation International [United States of America], with co-
sponsors

• Bank Information Center [United States of America]

• EcoHealth Alliance [United States of America]

• Global Wildlife Conservation [United States of America]

• Kalahari Conservation Society [Botswana]

• Ministerio de Ambiente y Energía [Costa Rica]

• NatureServe [United States of America]

• Secretaría de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales [Mexico]

Online https://www.iucncongress2020.org/motion/070 

IUCN Resolution “Accounting for biodiversity: 
encompassing ecosystems, species, and 
genetic diversity (WCC-2020-Res-057)
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https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2020_RES_057_EN.pdf


IUCN Resolution “Accounting for biodiversity: encompassing 
ecosystems, species, and genetic diversity (WCC-2020-Res-057)



IUCN Resolution: Accounting for Biodiversity Encompassing 
ecosystems, species, and genetic diversity (WCC-2020-Res-057)



Members Assembly Vote Results
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Scientific activities: accounting for biodiversity working group

Education/communication/raising awareness: website, webinars, 

brochures, policy forums, other outreach 

Field activities: Piloting/implementation of SEEA biodiversity 

accounting, e.g., application of classification (IUCN’s global 

ecosystem typology, IUCN Red List of Ecosystems, IUCN Red List of 

Species)

Final published Resolution 

https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2020_RES_057_EN.pdf

IUCN Resolution “Accounting for Biodiversity”: 
Implementation Plan
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https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2020_RES_057_EN.pdf


Thank You

For further information, email juha.siikamaki@iucn.org 
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