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To:  Members of the Bureau of the UNECE Expert Group on Resource Management  
 
From:  David MacDonald, Charlotte Griffiths and Harikrishnan Tulsidas 
 

Conference Call of the Bureau of the Expert Group on Resource Management (EGRM) 
16 December 2020 

MINUTES 
 
 

Attendance 3 pm CET call: 
 Present Apology 
David MacDonald, EGRM Chair ☒ ☐ 
Igor Shpurov, Russian Federation  
Alternates Olga Trofimova and Ekaterina Lovchuk 

☒ ☐ 

Tunde Arisekola, Nigeria ☐ ☒ 
Hussein Allaboun, Jordan ☐ ☒ 
Viktor Babashev, Kazakhstan  ☐ ☒ 
Fatih Birol, IEA 
Alternate tbc 

☐ ☒ 

Roger Dixon, CRIRSCO ☒ ☐ 
Mücella Ersoy, Turkey ☐ ☒ 
Gioia Falcone, IGA ☐ ☒ 
Nurangiz Farajullayeva, Azerbaijan ☐ ☒ 
Milan Grohol, EC  
Alternate Gerardo Herrera 

☒ ☐ 

TBC, IAEA ☐ ☒ 
Zoltán Horváth, EuroGeoSurveys ☒ ☐ 
Erica Ingvald, Sweden ☐ ☒ 
Alistair Jones, EGRM TAG ☒ ☐ 
JU Jianhua, China  
Alternate YANG Hua   

☒ ☐ 

Young Joo Lee, (alternate Dhiti Tulyatid), CCOP ☐ ☒ 
Branka Knežević, Bosnia and Herzegovina  ☐ ☒ 
Rafal Misztal, Poland ☒ ☐ 
Paul Msoma, AUC (Late) ☐ ☒ 
Michael Neumann, EFG ☒ ☐ 
Teresa Ponce de Leão ☒ ☐ 
Roberto Sarudiansky, OLAMI ☒ ☐ 
Bernard Seiller, SPE ☒ ☐ 
Charlotte Griffiths, UNECE ☒ ☐ 
Hari Tulsidas, UNECE ☒ ☐ 
   

Scott Foster, Director, Sustainable Energy Division, UNECE; King Lee (Chair, EGRM 
Nuclear Fuel Resources Working Group); and Julian Hilton (Chair, SDGs Delivery Working 
Group) joined the call for Item 4.  
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Draft Agenda 
1.  Approval of Draft Agenda (attachment 1) 
2. Draft minutes of Bureau call of 12 November 2020 (attachment 2) 
3. Bureau issues 
4. Committee on Sustainable Energy 29th Session - Outcomes (attachment 3) 
5. EGRM-12  

-  EGRM-12 Parliamentary Documents (attachment 4) 
-  EGRM-12 Draft Provisional Agenda (attachment 5) 
-  EGRM Draft Work Plan for 2022-2023 (attachment 6) 

6. UN Deputy Secretary-General Roundtable on Extractive Industries 
7. EGRM Webinars 
8. Technical Advisory Group Update 
9.  69th Session of UNECE  
10. UN High-Level Political Dialogue on Energy 2021 
11. Education and outreach (attachment 6) 
12. Date of next call 
13. Any other business 

 
Documentation:  
1.   Draft agenda for Bureau Call on 16 December 2020 
2.  Draft minutes of Bureau Call on 12 November 2020 
3.  Report of the 29th Session of the Committee on Sustainable Energy 
4.  List of EGRM-12 Parliamentary Documents 
5. EGRM-12 Draft Provisional Agenda  
6. EGRM Draft Work Plan for 2022-2023 
7. List of events promoting UNFC in 2020-2021 as at 10 December 2020 
8.  Draft UN Resource Management Young Member Group Proposal 
 
Item 1.  Approval of Draft Agenda 
Documentation: Draft Agenda for Bureau Call on 16 December 2020 
 

1. The Chair noted that the revised agenda was circulated on 15 December 2020 with the 
addition of attachment 8 “Draft UN Resource Management Young Member Group Proposal”. 
Scott Foster, Director of the UNECE Sustainable Energy Division, Julian Hilton, Chair of the 
SDGs Delivery Working Group and King Lee, Chair of the Nuclear Fuel Resources Working 
Group were invited to join Item 4 “Committee on Sustainable Energy 29th Session” given the 
extensive discussions on nuclear at the meeting and the modification made to the title of the 
planned publication from the Nuclear Fuel Resources Working Group. The Chair proposed to 
start the discussions with Item 4.  
 
2. The agenda was approved. 
 
3. The Chair advised that Ferdi Camisani had very sadly passed away in November. Ferdi 
was a former longstanding member of the Bureau representing CRIRSCO. The representative 
of CRIRSCO shared details of Ferdi’s long and illustrious career in South Africa, the history 
of his involvement in the work of UNECE and what a true gentleman he was. Ferdi’s 
contribution to the work on development of UNFC dating back to the International 
Framework Classification for Reserves and Resources – Solid Fuels and Mineral 
Commodities of 1997 was noted with appreciation by the Bureau.  
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Item 2. Draft minutes of call on 12 November 2020 
Documentation: Draft minutes of call on 12 November 2020 
 
4. The CRIRSCO representative requested a number of modifications to the paragraphs 
that referenced CRIRSCO and the CRIRSCO Template, which were all accpeted. The draft 
minutes with the agreed revisions were approved. 
 
Item 3. Bureau Issues 
 
5. Bureau elections will be held at EGRM-12 in April. All members except for  
Ms. Branka Knežević, Mr. Viktor Babashev, and Mr. Jianhua JU will need to be reelected. 
Members wishing to stand for re-election should advise the secretariat.  
 
6. The Committee on Sustainable Energy at its 29th Session endorsed Rules of Procedure. 
These are contained in Annex I to the Committee meeting report (ECE/ENERGY/133) 
circulated as an attachment. The following sections of the Rules of Procedure were 
highlighted: 
 

Para 12: “… The Chairs of the subsidiary bodies are Vice-Chairs of the Committee ex 
officio and have the same status as elected Vice-Chairs.” 
 
Para 15. “Candidates for the Bureaux of the subsidiary bodies shall be nominated by 
ECE member States where possible. The Bureaux of the subsidiary bodies can 
nominate additional Vice-Chairs from the expert community based on their expertise, 
professionalism, and support as appropriate.” 

 
7. Elections to Bureaux will occur according to the Guidelines on procedures and 
practices for ECE bodies adopted by the Economic Commission for Europe (Appendix III to 
document E/2013/37 and E/ECE/1464). The relevant section is Section V  
  

“Section V.  
Nomination and election of Chairpersons and other members of the Bureaux of 
intergovernmental bodies  
Para 7. Candidates for the Bureaux  of the Sectoral  Committees and other subsidiary 
bodies shall be nominated by member States based on the person’s expertise, 
professionalism, and expected  support  from  the  membership.  The  candidatures  for  
election  should  be  made available to all member States well in advance of the 
elections and preferably agreed upon.  
 
Para 8. The  members  of  the  Bureaux  shall  be  elected  by  the  respective  body  
according  to the relevant Rules of Procedure and following consultations among 
member States. Elected Bureaux members serve collectively in the interest of all 
member States. In the absence of Rules  of  Procedure  of  such  body,  the  composition  
of  the  Bureau  should  take  into  account expertise, with due regard to as wide a 
geographical representation as possible; the term of office should be up to two years. 
Bureau members including the Chair can be reelected for an additional term.  
 
Para 9.  A Bureau may  invite  major  stakeholders  active in  the area  of the  
subprogramme to attend the meetings of the Bureau and contribute to its work, without 
the right to vote.” 
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8. The Chair underlined that nominations for the position of Chair are welcome. The 
CRIRSCO representative reconfirmed his nomination of Gioia Falcone for the Chair role. 
 
Item 4. Committee on Sustainable Energy 29th Session - Outcomes  
Documentation: Report of the 29th Session of the Committee on Sustainable Energy 
 
9. The Committee meeting was held 25-27 November. The report of the meeting was 
circulated as attachment 3. Several key decisions were taken and requests were extended to 
the groups of experts – a number of the requests were generic for all the groups, and a 
number were specific to EGRM. The key issues were: 
 

• Work programme: The Committee noted with appreciation the progress that the groups 
of experts have made on delivering on their mandated activities and work plans for 2020-
2021. Requested its expert groups to consider in their work the changing social, 
environmental, and economic contexts for their activities and the principles of a just 
transition. Reiterated its request for closer cooperation among the expert groups to address 
cross-cutting issues, notably related to the project on “Enhancing the understanding of the 
implications and opportunities of moving to carbon neutrality in the ECE region across the 
power and energy-intensive industries by 2050” (Carbon Neutrality project).” 

• Updating ECOSOC Decision 2004/233 on UNFC: The Committee noted that sustainable 
management of natural resources is fundamental to the attainment of the 2030 Agenda, is 
at the heart of the cross-cutting theme of the sixty-ninth ECE session, and is crucial for 
supporting inclusive and sustainable recovery from the COVID-19 socio-economic crisis, 
called on ECE and non-ECE member States, international organizations, industry and the 
regional commissions to further deploy and develop UNFC and its derivative UNRMS. 

• UNFC (2019) update: The Committee endorsed the updated UNFC Update 2019 
contained in document ECE/ENERGY/125 and invited the Executive Committee to 
consider submitting the draft revised United Nations Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC) Decision on UNFC (as contained in ECE/ENERGY/2020/7) to the sixty-ninth 
session of ECE for consideration. Requested the Secretariat to publish the updated UNFC 
in the six UN languages to facilitate its application worldwide and invited members States 
to take appropriate measures to ensure broad dissemination and application of UNFC. 

• UNRMS: Noting that sustainable management of natural resources is fundamental to the 
attainment of the 2030 Agenda, is at the heart of the cross-cutting theme of the sixty-ninth 
session of ECE, and is crucial for supporting inclusive and sustainable recovery from the 
COVID-19 socio-economic crisis, the Committee requested the Expert Group to accelerate 
the development of UNRMS. Requested the Secretariat to publish the UNRMS when 
ready in the six UN languages to facilitate its application worldwide. 

• Renewable Energy: The Committee requested the Expert Group to collaborate closely 
with the Group of Experts on Renewable Energy, given the benefits of harmonizing 
renewable energy resource classification and management as offered by UNFC, including 
tracking of typical milestones by project developers; harmonized monitoring of project 
pipelines by portfolio managers in utilities and integrated energy companies; improving 
the information on project maturities and risks for investors, banks and regulators; and, 
offering directly comparable information on resource potentials for policymakers. 
Recognising the current activities conducted concerning the water-food-energy-
ecosystems nexus, recommended to continue studying the practical implications in the 
region and expand the range of available policy solutions on resource management at 
national and local levels. 
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• EC XB Project: The Committee noted with appreciation the extrabudgetary project 
funded by the European Commission “Supporting UNECE member States in the 
development and implementation of UNFC and UNRMS” (2020-2024), implementation 
of which has just started, and encouraged member States to participate. 

• MSMEs: The Committee recommended creation of a platform for Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs), policymakers and financial institutions to support the 
resilience of resource supply chains in the ECE region. 

• Women in Resource Management: The Committee noted with appreciation the activities 
of the Expert Group to promote gender parity in resource management, including the 
establishment of a subgroup on Women in Resource Management. 

• ICE-SRMs: The Committee noted the interest in establishing centres of excellence on 
sustainable resource management based on UNFC and UNRMS under development, with 
technical support from ECE. Further noted the document “Criteria for Designation of 
International Centres of Excellence on Sustainable Resource Management (ICE-SRM) and 
Terms of Reference for ICE-SRM (EGRM-11/2020/INF.3) as approved by the Expert 
Group at its eleventh session. Mandated the Secretariat to seek extrabudgetary funding to 
support activities in this area, including notable coordination and technical support. 

 
10.     Feedback was provided on the discussions on nuclear at the Committee on Sustainable 
Energy meeting in November, including the objections and concerns raised by Austria. 
Austria is of the view that the Committee and its subsidiary bodies do not have a mandate to 
work on nuclear. The Bureau then had an extended discussion with the Director of the 
Sustainable Energy Division and the Chairs of the EGRM Nuclear Fuel Resources and SDGs 
Delivery Working Groups to understand Austria’s objections, the position of other member 
States and implications for the work of the Expert Group, in particular the EGRM Nuclear 
Fuel Resources Working Group. It was noted that EGRM is mandated to carry out work 
activities on sustainable management of natural resources, including nuclear fuel resources 
under the Nuclear Fuel Resources Working Group. It was also noted that some countries 
choose to pursue nuclear energy with the view that it can play an important role in their 
energy mix, while other countries have decided not to depend on nuclear energy for a variety 
of reasons including concerns about costs, safety of operations and decommissioning, long-
term waste disposal and adverse public opinion.  
 
11.     The report on “Application of UNFC and UNRMS: The Role of Nuclear Energy in 
Sustainable Development - Entry Pathways” has been prepared by the Nuclear Fuel 
Resources Working Group. The public comment period on the draft report closed on 14 
December. Comments received are now being reviewed and incorporated into a revised text 
with a view to issuing it as a UNECE publication in the first half of 2021.  
 
12.     The proposed title of the planned publication “Application of UNFC and UNRMS: The 
Role of Nuclear Energy in Sustainable Development - Entry Pathways” was objected to by a 
member State resulting in it not being approved by the Committee on Sustainable Energy and 
being modified to a generic title “Application of UNFC and UNRMS”. 
 
13.     The Chair of the Nuclear Fuel Resources WG raised his concerns. He noted that the 
report had been prepared as a mandated activity and approved by the Expert Group. The draft 
report was developed by the WG involving contributions from over 20 experts, including 
from IAEA, OECD-NEA and WNA. The report has also undergone a public consultation. In 
his view, not being allowed to publish the report as a UNECE publication will have 
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implications on future work and will set a precedent for other resources. Therefore, he argued 
that the original title of the report should be maintained.  
 
14.     The Chair of the SDGs Delivery WG observed that his WG had initiated this work in 
response to requests from a wide range of Member States to do so. Following the publication 
of the companion Uranium Pathways document these Member States had requested a 
balanced scientific analysis of the potential for nuclear energy to contribute to the work of the 
sustainable energy subprogramme on carbon neutrality and pathways to sustainable energy. 
The nuclear fuel resources work on EGRM started some 10 years ago with the IAEA-UNFC 
Bridging Document, development of which OECD-NEA and WNA supported and 
contributed to. He observed that today a growing number of newcomer countries include 
nuclear in the energy in their low-carbon strategies. In his view, EGRM should provide a 
view on the attempt at the Committee meeting to delete the word “nuclear” from the lexicon. 
During the Committee discussions, he noted that the seminal Brundtland Report was 
misrepresented in support of the case for doing so. The Report of the World Commission on 
Environment and Development: Our Common Future (1987) states clearly there are “no 
absolute” limits in sustainable development and stresses the dynamic and changing nature of 
society through time. Limits are contingent, as set “by the present state of technology and 
social organization on environmental resources and by the ability of the biosphere to absorb 
the effects of human activities”. Insisting on the removal of nuclear is to impose an absolute 
limit in direct contradiction of Brundtland sustainability principles. Doing so likewise 
breaches the cardinal 2015 SDG principle of “balanced and integrated” management of all 
resources, by (a) unbalancing dispassionate resource options evaluation on ideological 
grounds, and (b) thereby defeating the purpose of resource integration, itself fundamental to 
resource nexus management. He further noted that it is not acceptable that such 
misconstructions take the lead over sound scientific arguments and intellectual integrity. The 
role of EGRM as an independent group of experts risks being fatally weakened if political 
considerations are allowed a priori to overrule sound science. The Entry Pathways report 
analyses the potential for use of nuclear energy in the sustainable energetic resource mix but 
it does not advocate nuclear energy. In line with the principle of informed consent, it simply 
provides a menu of choices for countries, to choose from according to local policies, 
priorities and needs. The Director observed that if flawed information and representation of 
facts were involved, it could be possible to approach the Bureau of the Committee regarding 
the document and request a reconsideration of this decision.  
 
15.     The Director of the Sustainable Energy Division noted that the opposition to nuclear 
does not just concern the work of EGRM but the full sustainable energy subprogramme. 
There was consensus at the November Committee meeting that nuclear is not excluded from 
the work of the Committee. 
 
16.     The Chair observed that it is not the role of EGRM to take sides on what energy to 
support or oppose and doing so would have negative consequences. The Bureau noted the 
need for EGRM to be prudent and sensitive to the fact that whilst some countries are in 
favour of nuclear energy, others are not. 
 
17.     It was agreed that the final report should be posted to the UNFC website with the 
revised title “Application of UNFC and UNRMS: Use of Nuclear Fuel Resources for 
Sustainable Development: Entry Pathways”. It was noted that there is no requirement for the 
report be issued as a UNECE publication. In fact, very few of the outputs of EGRM are 
issued as publications. Of the six UNFC-related publications issued since 2015, four have 
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addressed nuclear fuel resources. The hard work and efforts of the Nuclear Fuel Resources 
WG were noted with appreciation. 
 
Item 5.  EGRM-12 
Documentation: List of EGRM-12 Parliamentary Documents; EGRM-12 Draft Provisional 
Agenda; EGRM Draft Work Plan for 2022-2023 
 
18. The list of EGRM-12 Documents was circulated with the documentation for the call. A 
draft of the EGRM-12 provisional agenda and topics for consideration was circulated. It 
includes all the key areas of EGRM work. EGRM-12 will include workshops, an introductory 
Session on UNFC, sessions by Working Groups and other events. It was agreed that the usual 
workshop type session on UNFC for newcomers and UNRMS should be organized. 
 
19. Both virtual and physical participation will be possible at EGRM-12. The Week will 
comprise ten half-day sessions. However, simultaneous interpretation in English, French and 
Russian will be available for only four sessions, which will be held on the Interprefy platform 
and will be two hours in length (instead of the usual three hours). The other six sessions will 
be in English only via Webex and can be longer in length or a series of shorter sessions on 
focused topics. The Chair noted that with only four sessions having interpretation the Bureau 
will need to discuss and agree on what topics should be addressed in those sessions.   
 
20.  A revised version of the provisional agenda will be prepared with the usual annotations 
to all the agenda items. This will be circulated to the Bureau and Working Groups Chairs and 
TAG requesting written feedback and/or approval. The agenda needs to be finalised by the 
end of January.  
 
21.   The Draft EGRM Work Plan for 2022-2023 was circulated on 15 December. It will be 
shared with the Bureau and the Chairs of all the Working Groups. 
 
22. The representative of the Russian Federation noted that with the establishment of ICE-
SRMs there is a need for stability vis-a-vis the Bridging Documents and frequent updates 
need to be kept to a minimum. The TAG Chair observed that the update of UNFC at the end 
of 2019 necessitates a review of the Bridging Documents to ensure there are no 
inconsistencies, however fundamental changes are not anticipated. The TAG Review Task 
Force has proposed an update of all specifications by 2023. It was agreed that a strategy on 
stability for UNFC documents is needed. The Chinese minerals and petroleum Bridging 
Documents will also be checked for consistency. 
 
23. Discussion focussed on UNRMS and the need for volunteer time to be devoted to its 
development.  
 
Item 6.  UN Deputy Secretary-General Roundtable on Extractive Industries 
 
24. The UN Deputy Secretary-General is convening a series of virtual regional Roundtables 
on Extractive Industries in collaboration with the Regional Economic Commissions to assess 
how extractives can support sustainable development and help resource-rich countries 
recover from the current economic crisis. Building on the results of the five regional 
roundtables, the Secretary-General of the United Nations will convene a sixth roundtable in 
April 2021, which will provide a global perspective and deliver tangible proposals going 
forward. 
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25. The first Roundtable focused on Africa and took place on 30 October in collaboration 
with the Economic Commission for Africa with great success at the policy and technical 
levels. The second virtual Roundtable discussion on Extractive Industries and Sustainable 
Development in Latin America and the Caribbean was organised in cooperation with the 
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean on 9 December.   
 
26. The initiative will move to Europe at the end of January. UNECE will be involved in 
the organisation of the 3rd virtual Roundtable. The secretariat has started to work on the 
outline and may reach out to Bureau members for support in identifying speakers. It is our 
intent that UNFC and UNRMS be showcased. 
 
Item 7.  EGRM Webinars 
 
27. The virtual workshop “UNFC Europe: Ensuring sustainable raw material management 
to support the European Green Deal” was held on 19 November. It was a very well attended 
event with lively discussions in the chat. The chat was though, unfortunately at times 
dominated by challenging the value and use of UNFC versus other systems. This creates 
confusion and misunderstandings for newcomers to UNFC on such webinars. However, this 
also offered an opportunity to respond by highlighting the value of UNFC in particular as a 
tool for governments.  
 
28. The workshop featured perspectives and experiences in the application of UNFC for 
raw materials management in Europe. The first session was a high-level policy panel that 
focussed on the vision and strategy for sustainable raw materials management. It had a strong 
line up of speakers who were all consistent in their messages on the value of UNFC and the 
need for UNRMS. The second Session featured expert insights and case studies on the 
application of UNFC for raw material resource assessment and management. The event has 
really cemented our collaboration with EC DG GROW and EuroGeoSurveys. 
 
29. The European Commission representative observed that the event would help to move 
UNFC forward and had educated participants on our work. He thanked all participants and 
speakers.  
 
30. Attention was drawn to the upcoming “Online Training Workshop: Women 
Entrepreneurship in Natural Resource Management”, 17 December 2020. This event will 
focus on challenges and opportunities for the micro-, small, and medium enterprises (MSME) 
sector in the post-COVID-19 socio-economic recovery. MSMEs fill crucial roles in 
economies all over the world. They can often innovate, pivot, and generally navigate the 
global economic waters more quickly than their large counterparts. While opportunities exist 
for women entrepreneurs in all sectors of the economy, there are a few that can be considered 
as particularly well suited for MSMEs. The training workshop will focus on the challenges 
and opportunities in the sustainable natural resources management sector, which is uniquely 
suited for MSMEs and presents appealing, diverse, and long-term impactful opportunities for 
women. 
 
31. The CRIRSCO representative observed that a common vocabulary will be required to 
explain terminology such as “natural resources.” In the ensuing discussion the importance of 
having a common vocabulary across all EU and other organizations was reinforced. The 
Chair noted that guidance should be provided to UNECE and the UN in general on a common 
and good set of language to avoid confusion on terminology.  
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Item 8.  Technical Advisory Group update 
 
32. Alistair Jones, Technical Advisory Group (TAG) Chair, provided an update on TAG 
activities. Four sectoral specifications are under active development: 
 

• Groundwater Working Group: The WG is progressing with the development of draft 
specifications, which are expected to be completed by the end of December. 

 

• Minerals Working Group: A second draft of the specifications has been received by 
TAG for review. 

 
• Nuclear Fuel Resources Working Group: The group is working on the initial draft of 

the UNFC nuclear specifications. TAG has provided initial comments, which are being 
addressed by the WG. 

 

• Petroleum Working Group: Draft Petroleum Specifications have been issued for public 
comments – 3 December to 1 February 2021. The draft was shared with SPE OGRC 
two weeks ahead of the public comment. SPE has decided to provide feedback via the 
public comment process. 

 
33. In addition to these specifications, other TAG work is progressing well: 
 

• Renewables WG: The draft document on Application of the UNFC to Renewable 
Energy is progressing well. It should help define problems we can help solve and who 
to approach for engagement. The document is quite long and, in the longer-term, will 
be split up to target specific audiences. 

• Commercial WG: The four workstreams on Policy, Valuation & Reporting, Data 
Repositories, Quality are progressing well, and the group is interacting with external 
bodies. The two planned parliamentary documents will be developed from this work. 

• Social and Environmental Considerations WG: The draft guidance document has been 
reviewed by TAG, and the final version is close to completion. 

• Update of UNFC Resource Specifications: The Task Force has written a draft report 
and recommendations. This has been shared with the TAG WGs for comment. It is 
expected to send the final report and recommendations to the Bureau by end of 
December. A common glossary is being proposed.  

 
34. The Chair thanked the TAG and all the Working Groups for their ongoing efforts and 
work.  
 
Item 9.  69th Session of UNECE 
 
35. The 69th Session of the Economic Commission for Europe will be held 20-21 April 
2021, which is the week before EGRM-12. At the Committee on Sustainable Energy meeting 
in November, the Committee agreed that the following draft decision should be submitted to 
the Commission for consideration: 
 

Decision regarding resource management: Noting that sustainable management of 
natural resources is fundamental to attainment of the 2030 Agenda, is at the heart of 
the cross-cutting theme of the sixty-ninth ECE session, and is crucial for supporting 
inclusive and sustainable recovery from the COVID-19 socio-economic crisis, the 
Economic Commission for Europe requests the Committee on Sustainable Energy to 
undertake further development, dissemination, education and research, consultation, 
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and engagement among stakeholders on the United Nations Framework Classification 
for Resources and its derivative United Nations Resource Management System. 

 
36. EGRM also committed to organising several side events related to UNFC and UNRMS 
during the Commission Session. The Commission session offers an excellent opportunity to 
raise the profile of UNFC with decision-makers. 
 
Item 10.  UN High-Level Political Dialogue on Energy 2021 
 
37. Following General Assembly resolution 74/225, the Secretary-General will convene a 
High-level Dialogue in September 2021 to promote the implementation of the energy-related 
goals and targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Paris Agreement. 
The Dialogue will be held at the summit level during the leaders’ week and will represent the 
first global gathering on energy under the auspices of the General Assembly since 1981.  
 
38. The High-level Dialogue will have five themes. Namely, (i) energy access, (ii) energy 
transitions, (iii) energy action to advance other SDGs, (iv) capacity building and data, and  
(v) finance and investment. The Sustainable Energy Division is cooperating with UN DESA 
in New York to see how we will engage and contribute. One of the areas we will want to 
ensure is addressed is the integrated management of natural resources. 
 
Item 11.  Education and outreach  
Documentation: List of events promoting UNFC in 2020 as at 10 December 2020; Draft UN 
Resource Management Young Member Group 
 
39.  A representative from Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) participated in the UNFC for 
Europe Webinar in October. Following that he reached out for more information on the work 
of EGRM. On 14 December, the UNECE secretariat and EGRM Chair gave a group of 15 
staff member from NRCan, including the Director-General, an extensive briefing on EGRM, 
UNFC and UNRMS. They will now digest the information and revert.  
 
40. The Chair noted the Draft Proposal to establish a UN Resource Management Young 
Members Group (name to confirmed). Members of EGRM and the Bureau have received 
many requests and expressions of interest from various sectors or groups worldwide on: 
 

• how to educate the younger generation on sustainable development and management of 
resources; and  
• how to communicate with young members and get them involved earlier and guide 
them to use UNFC and UNRMS tools for future resource development.  
 
41. All these requests have received significant interest from various sectors/industries and 
demonstrated the urgent need for education and communication with young member 
communities. The Communications Working Group has been working on this initiative. Ray 
Rui from the WG has taken the lead and has developed a proposal to establish a UN Resource 
Management Young Members Group (attachment 8).  
 
42.  The proposal implies significant commitment in terms of both human and financial 
resources. The extract from the proposal below is for the local chapters to be self-funded. 
 

“Financial support: funding may be a constraint for establishing a new young member 
group.  It is understood that financial support from the UN will be limited, therefore, we 
will run the young member group in a low-cost and decentralised format. The RMYMG 
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Committee as central point, will provide general guidelines to local Session or chapter. 
Local student chapters and local young professional sections will be responsible for their 
financial costs related to organising activities. It is understood that all universities will 
offer a fair amount of funding for student club activities and initiatives. They may also 
raise money and obtain financial sponsors from local companies or organisations.” 

 
43. The TAG Chair proposed that the aim of the Group should be not only educational but 
also to involve young members in the work of EGRM as they have perspectives and skills to 
offer. He suggested including a young member on each of the EGRM Working Groups 
(perhaps for a 1-2 year term, to open up the opportunity to as many as possible). The SPE 
representative observed that this initiative could be aligned with similar initiatives of the 
professional societies and groups, including the SPE Young Professionals Committee. The 
representative from China underlined how important education is as is the need to offer 
technical support to young professionals. She supported the idea and expressed the hope that 
the Young Member Group would align with and support the SDGs. There was also 
discussion on the name of the Group and if UN should be included or not. No decision was 
taken on what name should be used.  
 
44. The Chair noted the favourable reception from the Bureau to the inititiatve and 
requested the secretariat to convey the feedback to the Communications Working Group.  
 
45. The Chair drew attention to the list of meetings promoting UNFC in 2020-2021 
circulated with the documentation for the call. This has been another productive and busy 
year for EGRM with more than one event a week including a presentation on UNFC or other 
activities of the work of EGRM. The webinars organised by UNECE have been very 
successful. He congratulated all who have been involved in promoting and building capacity 
on our work.   
 
Item 12. Date of next Bureau Call 
 

46. The next Bureau call could be held during the weeks of 25 January or 1 February to 
discuss and finalise official documents for EGRM-12. The usual availability poll will be 
circulated. 
 
Item 13.  Any other business  
 
47. The following issues were also discussed: 
 

(a) European Innovation Partnership on Raw Materials (EIP) 
 
48. At the end of October, the Director-General of EC DG GROW invited the Executive 
Secretary of UNECE to nominate representatives to the High-Level Steering Group (and its 
Sherpa sub-group) and the Operational Group. The Executive Secretary nominated Scott 
Foster, Director of the Sustainable Energy Division to the High-Level Steering Group and 
Charlotte and Hari to the Sherpa sub-group. This will serve to further strengthen our 
engagement with DG GROW and the other members of the EIP on Raw Materials on our 
work on UNFC and UNRMS. 
 
(b) UNECE SPE MoU 
 
49. A call was held with SPE representatives on 8 December to discuss the status of the 
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MoU that was established in 2006. At the end of 2019, UNECE was requested to undertake a 
review of all its partnerships agreements including MoUs to assess their relevance, value-
added, and results, and to put in place a plan for phasing out all dated and less impactful 
agreements. The UNECE-SPE MoU falls into the “dated” category. The terms and conditions 
for establishing MoUs have also become stricter since 2006. MoUs are authorised only in 
cases of specific joint action with clear time-bound deliverables within a limited timeframe 
(maximum three years). All old MoUs, which are not in the new format, need to be revised or 
terminated. The proposal is to terminate the existing MoU. The Chair underlined that the 
goals of working together have not changed and SPE and EGRM will cooperate going 
forwards and are now considering what form or forms that cooperation might take. He also 
noted that UNECE has never had an MoU with CRIRSCO and that has not affected the 
relationship.  
 
48. In closing, the Chair thanked the Bureau for its hard work, support and engagement 
during what has been a very challenging year.   
 
 

********** 
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