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Deputy Minister, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
I am pleased to take part in this workshop today, and I join the distinguished 
representatives of Ukraine, the UNDP and my UNECE colleagues in welcoming 
all participants. 
 
Road transportation is an important and growing source of both air pollutants and 
climate-destabilising greenhouse gases. There is evidence of the harmful impact 
on human health of exposure to pollutants emitted by road vehicles, particularly 
in densely populated urban agglomerations. As a result, local air quality has 
become a major policy issue.  
 
There has been substantial progress in some regions of the World in reducing air 
pollution caused by road vehicles through improvements in fuel economy, fuel 
quality and emission-control equipment in vehicles. But rising road traffic has 
offset at least part of the improvements in emissions performance. 
 
Because of increasing pollution from road traffic, road vehicles have been at the 
focus of efforts to develop fuel cells. Replacing internal combustion engines 
fuelled by gasoline or diesel with hydrogen-powered fuel cells would, in 
principle, eliminate direct air pollution and emissions from road vehicles. 
 
The UNECE Sustainable Transport Division is well placed to take part in 
activities such as this RPTC funded project. As part of its scope of work, the 
Division provides secretariat services to the World Forum for Harmonization of 



Vehicle Regulations - WP.29 that is dedicated to developing technical regulations 
applied to the broad automotive sector, addressing the safety, energy efficiency 
and environmental performance of wheeled vehicles, their subsystems and parts, 
and thus contributing to the implementation of SDGs 3, 7, 9, 11 and 13, which 
include road safety, energy efficiency and climate change mitigation targets. 
 
Over the past decade, the World Forum has actively worked on enabling the 
sustainable use of hydrogen as a fuel in road transport.  
 
For instance, UN Regulation No. 134 on Hydrogen and fuel cell vehicles, under 
the 1958 Agreement, specifies safety-related performance requirements for 
hydrogen-fuelled vehicles by minimizing human harm that may occur as a result 
of fire, burst or explosion related to the vehicle fuel system and/or from electric 
shock caused by the vehicle’s high voltage system. This UN Regulation also 
includes specifications for hydrogen storage systems, specific components and 
vehicles fuel systems using hydrogen storage systems. 
 
Furthermore, UN Global Technical Regulation (UN GTR) No. 13 on hydrogen 
and fuel cell vehicles, under the 1998 Agreement on UN GTRs, provides a 
definition of hydrogen-fuelled fuel cell vehicles and technical specifications 
regarding hydrogen fuelling systems, hydrogen storage systems, hydrogen fuel 
delivery systems, fuel cell systems and electric propulsion and power 
management systems. It also provides safety requirements and test procedures. 
 
Both UN Regulation No. 134 and UN GTR No. 13 are essential for an 
internationally harmonized legal framework for safety of hydrogen road vehicles. 
I am happy to note here today that Ukraine is a Contracting party to the 1958 
agreement and that it applies UN Reg. No. 134 since in entry into force in 2015. 
 
As one of the deliverables within this cross-sectoral and collaborative project, the 
Roadmap for the use of Hydrogen in Ukraine, in road transport, has been 
developed, and will be presented during this workshop. The draft H2 transport 
roadmap for Ukraine, envisaged as both a stand-alone deliverable and as input to 
the overall Roadmap for the production and use of Hydrogen in Ukraine, contains 
the following considerations: 

• The current state of play in Ukraine vis-à-vis transport energy use; 
• A national stakeholder mapping exercise; 
• An overview of practices in the implementation of hydrogen as a fuel in 

the road transport sector from across the world; 
• A regulatory review and gap-analysis of the current state of play in Ukraine 

in this respect; 



• Economic and financial considerations pertinent to the use of hydrogen in 
transport; and  

• Recommendations concerning the way forward, towards increasing the 
share of hydrogen in the transport energy mix in Ukraine. 

It concludes with the H2 road transport Roadmap for Ukraine – the road transport 
related input to the draft Roadmap for the production and use of hydrogen in 
Ukraine. 
 
Today’s discussion will be an opportunity for invited participants to provide 
feedback and valuable stakeholder perspectives on the Roadmap on the use of 
hydrogen in Ukraine in road transport and on pathways towards the deployment 
of hydrogen in the road transport sector in the country. I encourage the Ministry 
of Energy, the State Agency for Energy Efficiency and Energy Saving, the 
Ministry of Infrastructure, all beneficiaries of this UNECE RPTC funded project, 
and other relevant stakeholders in Ukraine, to use the Roadmap as a spark for 
further developing a sound framework for strengthening the role of hydrogen as 
a fuel in road transport in Ukraine. 
 
In closing, I would like to thank all colleagues and stakeholders for their work on 
the H2 road transport Roadmap, as well as Ukrainian Government institutions for 
providing access to required data and for their comments and feedback to the 
draft. I wish you a productive and successful meeting.  
 
Finally, I would like to emphasize that the UNECE Sustainable Transport 
Division was very happy to take part in this project and that we stand ready to 
continue to provide support to the Government of Ukraine in this area. 
 

    


