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● Cooperation with the Nordic neighbours , Sweden and Norway, has a long history in the 
northernmost parts of the countries. Legal (WFD)and institutional frameworks are very
similar. Implementation of transboundary agreements mainly by the regional and local
authorities and stakeholders. Only minor human-induced environmental impacts in the 
basins.

● Cooperation with Russia: agreement with the Soviet Union signed in 1964. Legal and 
institutional frameworks of the countries very different. Decision power centralized to the 
ministerial level,implemention in the region. Immediate catalyst was the optimization of 
hydropower production in river Vuoksi, however, all watercourses, all water uses and both
water quantity and quality are covered. Major river basins strongly influenced by human
activities. 
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Joint management of transboundary waters through decades under
diverse frameworks



Finland – Russia Transboundary Water Cooperation
joint management in 19 rivers



● Joint operation of Finnish and Russian hydropower plants to optimize economic
benefits and minimize negative impacts on other uses and the 
environment:continuous data flow between the countries necessary, joint
operational hydrological modelling. The data and forecasts freely available in the 
internet.

● Joint water protection: regular reporting on the pressures (industrial and municipal
and other discharges); jointly agreed reduction targets;  assessment of the status of 
watercourses based on joint monitoring programmes (water quality and biology
with comparable standard methods) 
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Joint monitoring and data sharing instrumental for joint management; 
river Vuoksi as an example



Bilateral and global approach resonate with each other
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● Monitoring and assessment
guidelines for transb.waters

● Handbook on water
allocation under prep. 

● Guidance on joint bodies, 
including exchange of data 
and information

● National policy
dialogues,nexus
assessments

● => SDG’s , esp. Goal 6

● Data and knowledge on 
basic hydrological and other
parameters is crucial => 
long-term joint monitoring
needed

● Step-by-step approach
● Data sharing and joint

assessment
● Good collaboration with all

relevant authorities, 
stakeholders and citizens

● Trust => sustainable
management of joint
waters

FINLAND WATER CONVENTION



Monitoring, assessment and exchange of 
information: Water Convention’s provisions

 Joint monitoring and assessment of transboundary waters  for water 
quantity and quality is a core requirement to Parties to the Water 
Convention

Data and information exchange among the obligations, covering e.g. 
conditions of transboundary waters, emissions, measures, permits or 
regulations for emissions, national legislation

Assessment data should be available to the public

Water Convention encourages continuously expanding the range of 
information to be exchanged
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Presentation Notes
Some might just mention some of these points and those could be skippedFor reference (if needed):The provisions related to the exchange of data and information (Article 13 of the UNECE Water Convention), and joint monitoring (Article 11 of the Water Convention) can be viewed as more specific requirements pursuant the general obligationto cooperate. A key instrument in the implementation of Articles 11 and 13 of the UNECE Water Convention is the requirement that Riparian Parties enter into joint arrangements and establish joint bodies relating to their transboundary waters (Article 9). The collection and exchange of information, and joint monitoring are considered as key tasks of any joint body.More specifically, these tasks of joint bodies for transboundary water cooperation (such as river basin commissions, bilateral commissions) involve the identification and inventorying of pollution sources [Article 9]; the elaboration of joint monitoring programmes concerning water quality and quantity, emission limits for waste water, and joint water quality objectives and criteria; the development of concerted action programmes (i.e. joint management) for the reduction of pollution loads;the establishment of warning and alarm procedures; to serve as a forum for the exchange of information on water uses; to participate in the implementation of environmental impact assessments relating to transboundary waters; and to promote cooperation on the best available technology (BAT) as well as of research cooperation.Pursuant to of the UNECE Water Convention, the abovementioned joint monitoring programmes [Article 11 ] are to cover the conditions of transboundary waters, including floods and ice drifts, and transboundary impacts; and the Riparian Parties must agree on the relevant pollution parameters to be monitored. Article 11 also details the aspects of  monitoring for which rules need to be harmonised amongst Riparian Parties.



Water Convention’s approach to 
monitoring & assessment: the Monitoring Cycle

Management issues in the basin (or 
aquifer) determine the information 
needs and guide also developing 
monitoring; monitoring has to be 
adaptive to respond to changing 
information needs

>10 guidelines on monitoring and assessment, mainly of strategic nature but including also 
technical guidelines on transboundary rivers, lakes and groundwaters. 

Currently under review: feedback and suggestions for updating invited by 28 February 2021
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Among the key concepts of the approach to monitoring and assessment is the monitoring cycle: management issues in the basin (or groundwater aquifer) determine the information needs and guide also how monitoring should be developed; monitoring needs to be periodically revisited as objectives change, targets are achieved or challenges emerge  Finland welcomes countries, including those in the Lancang-Mekong Basin and Southeast Asia more broadly participating in this webinar, to join the Working Group on monitoring and assessment to help shape the PoW and activities. Senegal in December 2019 joined Finland as being co-Chair of the WGMA and as a global body, we would welcome stronger involvement and sharing of experiences and best practices from Asia. 



Thank you!
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