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Concept Note
Second Regional Meeting of National Trade Facilitation Committees in Central Asia

The Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) and the United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe (UNECE) are organizing a regional meeting to support regional cooperation among
the National Trade Facilitation Committees in Central Asia, to be held online on 3-4 November 2020.

Background

In February 2019 GIZ organized a regional meeting of National Trade Facilitation Committees (NTFCs) from
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. The meeting provided an opportunity to present the
national trade facilitation implementation plans. For two days representatives of the committees shared
their respective trade facilitation objectives and implementation plans and discussed technical aspects and
experiences, namely in the area of monitoring of border crossing times, trade information portals and transit
simplification. Participants expressed their interest in continuing this information exchange between NTFC.

The regional GIZ project “Trade Facilitation in Central Asia” is commissioned by the German Federal Ministry
for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and implemented in four Central Asian countries:
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. The main objective of the project is to improve
implementation of trade facilitation measures in the region by providing technical assistance on how to
make border crossing and transit faster, more efficient and transparent. The project is implemented in
cooperation with national ministries responsible for trade policy, customs authorities and border control
agencies, as well as business associations. The regional GIZ project “Trade facilitation in Central Asia” (TFCA)
supports regional consultation and coordination mechanisms and national trade facilitation committees /
working groups in the four countries.

UNECE has supported the establishment and functioning of National Trade Facilitation Committees since
1970, when the first version of UNECE’'s Recommendation 4 was adopted. For decades national trade
facilitation bodies have represented their countries in the work of UNECE and its subsidiary body - the UN
Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business (UN/CEFACT) on the facilitation of international trade
procedures. UNECE has provided advisory services on the establishment and functioning of trade facilitation
for the transition economies, including in the countries of the region (Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan). It provided
substantial support for the regional network of national trade facilitation bodies in Southeastern Europe
SECIPRO.

Objective of the regional meeting
The meeting will provide an opportunity to:
e exchange experiences on progress in the implementation of the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement
(TFA) and trade facilitation in general
e agree on a sustainable mechanism for cooperation between the NTFCs in the subregion
e discuss the impact of the Coronavirus pandemic on cross-border trade;
e build awareness and capacity on technical issues in trade facilitation.

Method

The meeting will be conducted virtually using the Webex in two channels and interpretation to be provided.
The meeting will include presentations by each country, presentations by the organizing agencies, plenary
discussions, and thematic interventions by external speakers.



Links to the meeting at the Webex platform are:

Registration of participants

DAY 1

Russian — Registration — Password: RegionNTFCDay1RU
English — Registration — Password: RegionNTFCDay1EN

DAY 2
Russian — Registration — Password: RegionNTFCDay2RU
English — Registration — Password: RegionNTFCDay2EN

Draft Agenda
Second Regional Meeting of National Trade Facilitation Committees in Central Asia
3 of November 2020
DAY 1 - Central Asian day (KZ, KG, TJ, UZ)
Time Content Speaker

14:00 - 14:10 Opening

(Tashkent and e Welcome speeches Ms. Felicitas Siek, GIZ TFCA Project

Dushanbe Manager

time) Mr. Mario Apostolov, UNECE
Regional Adviser on trade
facilitation

e Introduction of the meeting Mr. Edil Kalashev

Moderator of the meeting

14:10 - 15:40 Session 1: Updates on trade facilitation Presentation from NTFC’s:

10 min per implementation -Kz

country and e Presentation of key element s of work plans and | - KG

Q&A after each overall implementation initiatives by each NTFC | - TJ

session followed by short discussion. -uUz

10 min for each

e Presentation by GIZ on project activities and

Ms. Asel Uzagalieva

speaker activities of other programs (Coordination GIZ/TFCA Component Manager
Matrix) — 10 min.
e Presentation by UNECE on activities in Mr. Mario Apostolov
implementation of the SPECA Strategy for Trade
Facilitation and its implementation roadmap
e Presentation of the OSCE’s analysis on NTFCs’ Ms. Eni Gjergji (OSCE Economic
needs in Central Asia Adviser) and Mr. Nurat Mamatov
(local expert)
15:40 - 15:50 Break
15:50 - 16:50 Session 2: Problems and challenges in trade

facilitation in CA and Regional Network of NTFCs
e  “Auto Rally” transport corridors — barriers during
export of perishable goods to Russia.

e Experience of regional NTFC cooperation
networks

Ms. Larisa Kislyakova
Head of the Transport and Logistics
Partnership in CA

Mr. Mario Apostolov
Moderator



https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funece.webex.com%2Fwebappng%2Fsites%2Funece%2Fmeeting%2Finfo%2F4a5b3b7ed4084e2f88bd4e48ad41db95&data=02%7C01%7Casel.uzagalieva%40giz.de%7C78963935085844e0f44d08d8711c00e1%7C5bbab28cdef3460488225e707da8dba8%7C0%7C0%7C637383712383674469&sdata=lUIFqZ63Pek8gNNs%2FaesDCqXX%2BMl%2B%2FuOoNJOD9GvqS0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funece.webex.com%2Fmc3300%2Fmeetingcenter%2Fmtgregister%2Fregistmeeting.do%3Fsiteurl%3Dunece%26confID%3D175178173890167944%26HasPassword%3DYES%26BasicInfo%3D1%26currentTime%3D1602773263657%26ownerTimeZone%3D23%26token%3DQUhTSwAAAASOb%252FUNOH0MOMEWVqO62AxbBkJAj3UMnjph6fJyXzc7eCWuiSVXDaeov0U1h%252BP2PTA1Kkki853FVy0WCcxCN1OA%26backUrl%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Funece.webex.com%2Fwebappng%2Fsites%2Funece%2Fmeeting%2Finfo%2F4a5b3b7ed4084e2f88bd4e48ad41db95&data=02%7C01%7Casel.uzagalieva%40giz.de%7C78963935085844e0f44d08d8711c00e1%7C5bbab28cdef3460488225e707da8dba8%7C0%7C0%7C637383712383684463&sdata=oOL1uWEX6sh34P7VuD2yToipmzgy0Y0YdCAe0opmvEE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funece.webex.com%2Fwebappng%2Fsites%2Funece%2Fmeeting%2Finfo%2F5330ff643018499faf0aa79316d067f2&data=02%7C01%7Casel.uzagalieva%40giz.de%7C78963935085844e0f44d08d8711c00e1%7C5bbab28cdef3460488225e707da8dba8%7C0%7C0%7C637383712383684463&sdata=BLe%2F6UQlUc2Pqftd9t0adKSeOjrPod%2Fw44XcWpzYSPw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funece.webex.com%2Fmc3300%2Fmeetingcenter%2Fmtgregister%2Fregistmeeting.do%3Fsiteurl%3Dunece%26confID%3D175178581741143426%26HasPassword%3DYES%26BasicInfo%3D1%26currentTime%3D1602773218513%26ownerTimeZone%3D23%26token%3DQUhTSwAAAAQDKVjpq4R%252BPHs8pZGxH3kbRcZSB1sp194zRiFJ40CIUltgjCzfu1NWkiT8Cm%252BbCMvwPT%252FBvRrGQKpnBwWvtNA%252B%26backUrl%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Funece.webex.com%2Fwebappng%2Fsites%2Funece%2Fmeeting%2Finfo%2F5330ff643018499faf0aa79316d067f2&data=02%7C01%7Casel.uzagalieva%40giz.de%7C78963935085844e0f44d08d8711c00e1%7C5bbab28cdef3460488225e707da8dba8%7C0%7C0%7C637383712383694459&sdata=ZS8g9ieq7RJHHNEK%2BcsuangGS%2FJjEWN9LPNhr%2FHsBVI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funece.webex.com%2Fwebappng%2Fsites%2Funece%2Fmeeting%2Finfo%2F4205b370084f45c08f8f756ff4a874a5&data=02%7C01%7Casel.uzagalieva%40giz.de%7C78963935085844e0f44d08d8711c00e1%7C5bbab28cdef3460488225e707da8dba8%7C0%7C0%7C637383712383704460&sdata=xLZqGlvzltdM%2BB2gs%2BnaVd4RTNrPug9P2%2Blf9Fpel%2FQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funece.webex.com%2Fmc3300%2Fmeetingcenter%2Fmtgregister%2Fregistmeeting.do%3Fsiteurl%3Dunece%26confID%3D175177974485616324%26HasPassword%3DYES%26BasicInfo%3D1%26currentTime%3D1602773307562%26ownerTimeZone%3D23%26token%3DQUhTSwAAAAQi9FYT9EBLKGzlxzC2FmCbVGfZNimhqGU3OseXUUgFMvWKGx9JKZ8BN8VVB7%252FH%252Bx2UGtdonU4uARjlS%252BlPbUgf%26backUrl%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Funece.webex.com%2Fwebappng%2Fsites%2Funece%2Fmeeting%2Finfo%2F4205b370084f45c08f8f756ff4a874a5&data=02%7C01%7Casel.uzagalieva%40giz.de%7C78963935085844e0f44d08d8711c00e1%7C5bbab28cdef3460488225e707da8dba8%7C0%7C0%7C637383712383704460&sdata=pIb9nidLelehew1Q%2Bg%2F8KqUjfc1VBx1bgqjErE8Y1C0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funece.webex.com%2Fwebappng%2Fsites%2Funece%2Fmeeting%2Finfo%2Fc7e3c177cd504929809ca8998caee4fd&data=02%7C01%7Casel.uzagalieva%40giz.de%7C78963935085844e0f44d08d8711c00e1%7C5bbab28cdef3460488225e707da8dba8%7C0%7C0%7C637383712383714446&sdata=IGDjSenKd8vAfSxN6bf4FYRFXcBZkMagULfeNkg5c%2BI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funece.webex.com%2Fmc3300%2Fmeetingcenter%2Fmtgregister%2Fregistmeeting.do%3Fsiteurl%3Dunece%26confID%3D175177571193849114%26HasPassword%3DYES%26BasicInfo%3D1%26currentTime%3D1602773340352%26ownerTimeZone%3D23%26token%3DQUhTSwAAAATbuS6f6QZLlIh%252FTbbQ60lQHAZWJeD9Wg9uA6Fp6oazZ5TGtv7cQiq5EuChseR63GTtFMg3ZiuVKO%252Bh6k%252BBt75x%26backUrl%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Funece.webex.com%2Fwebappng%2Fsites%2Funece%2Fmeeting%2Finfo%2Fc7e3c177cd504929809ca8998caee4fd&data=02%7C01%7Casel.uzagalieva%40giz.de%7C78963935085844e0f44d08d8711c00e1%7C5bbab28cdef3460488225e707da8dba8%7C0%7C0%7C637383712383714446&sdata=cpX9L183D85BtkJWeL9YhToMkD5WEtzcdUvh2quxd00%3D&reserved=0

Discussion of how to set up a sustainable
cooperation mechanism in the region

Ms. Birgit Viohl
e Presentation of a Cooperation Agreement for GIZ expert
cooperation
16:50 - 17:00 Discussion. Closing results of the day Moderator
4 of November 2020
DAY 2 - SPECA day (KZ, KG, TJ, UZ, TM, AZ, AFG)
Time Content Speaker
14:00 - 15:00 Session 3: Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on

(Tashkent and

trade: Impact on Cross-border trade and transport
and government responses

Dushanbe e Setting the scene. Overview of measures Mr. Mario Apostolov
time) adopted and recommendations. Digitalisation of
information flows for multimodal corridors Ms. Birgit Viohl
e UN project on standardized digitalization of
information flows along multimodal transport
corridors (the role of NTFCs) Ms. Larisa Kislyakova
e Presentation of the study on state of play and
harmonization of border crossing procedures in
time of COVID-19 Moderator
e |nput from other SPECA Countries
e Discussion: What is the role of NTFCs in
addressing the impact of the pandemic crisis and
the trade restrictive measures?
15:00-15:10 Break
15:10 - 15:50 Session 4: Transit / Capacity Building Representative of UNECE (name TBC
. eTir by Mario)
0 . . . Ms. Tatiana Rey-Bellet,
e Piloting eTIR Corridor in Central Asia (UZ-KZ) Director TIR & Transit Services
e Q&A
15:55 - 16:45 e Freedom of Transit and National Transit Mr. Poul Hansen
Coordinator TFA Article 11 Chief Trade Facilitation, DTL, TLB,
. Q8A UNCTAD
16:45 -17:00 Conclusion Moderator

Representatives of GIZ and UNECE




