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UNECE and Sustainable Energy

• Produce/consume 40% of energy

• Home to important energy industries

• Produce 40% of economic output

• Dominant in global financial system

• Fossil fuels are 80% of primary fuel

• Even meeting 2C, fossil fuels will still 
represent 56% of the 2050 mix

• UNECE region accounts for half of global 
emissions

• Diverse region: high and low income; 
energy rich and energy poor; some 
countries in economic transition.

ENERGY



ENERGY IS THE GOLDEN THREAD

THAT 
ENABLES ACHIEVEMENT OF 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

ENERGY

Energy and Sustainable 
Development



Assure energy for sustainable development and 
quality of life by:

• Ensuring access to affordable, quality energy services
• Improving energy productivity and energy efficiency
• Addressing nexus challenges of the 2030 Agenda         

(water, food, cities, resources, etc.)
• Achieving carbon neutrality (and more)
• Transforming energy to support the 2030 Agenda
• Ensuring a just transition

Objectives of Energy Sub-programme
ENERGY



Given:

➢ Challenges of 2030 Agenda & Paris Climate Agreement
➢ UN’s Decade for Action

This is a key moment for the Committee to reflect on its 
ambition: 

we should not shrink from opportunity

Revisiting the Strategy
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UNECE has unique value propositions:

➢ The role of fossil energy and how to move forward
➢ Platform for countries to discuss technical issues
➢ Expert communities have enormous substantive 

and innovative capability in energy

Value Propositions
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Organizing principles
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Notable Attributes

• The energy subprogramme engages countries, 
private sector, organizations, civil society, and 
academia 

• It work across the UN family of organizations

• Flagship activities in 
→ Resource management → Renewables
→ High Performance Buildings → International Fora on E4SD
→ Methane management → Pathways Programme

ENERGY



Logic of choices for subprogramme

Choices of activities to be made based on:

❖ Impact, scale, enduring effect

❖ Political relevance

❖ Visibility and reputational impact; 

❖ Ease of communication and fund-raising potential 

❖ Emphasis on UNECE’s unique contribution

❖ Alignment with “Energy for Sustainable Development”

❖ Alignment with UN’s Visions

❖ Near-term impact

❖ Resource efficiency (most for least)

❖ Positive consequences for other elements of subprogramme
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Forward Opportunities

1. Develop and disseminate a resource management tool

2. Extend UNFC, including training and publications

3. Accelerate high performance buildings work

4. Improve industrial energy efficiency

5. Improve transport energy efficiency 

6. Improve conversion efficiencies of coal and other fossil fuels

7. Improve commercial prospects for CCUS

8. Remove barriers to nuclear power

9. Market design in electricity & gas: systems complexity; energy as 
a service; uptake of low carbon technology

10. Quality of Service

11. Deep dives on gender and diversity issues
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Forward Opportunities

12. Renewables: best practices and financing

13. Pathways, Indicators, SEAPs

14. Industrial Restructuring

15. Electric Systems Work (smart; balancing); 

16. Natural Gas (shale best practices)

17. Energy Security Forum

18. Financing the Transformation

19. LNG standards; H2 Standards

20. Methane Management in Extractive Industries

21. High Efficiency Low Emissions (HELE) technologies –
dissemination and financing
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Conclusions of Strategic Review Document

Current strategic priorities

➢ Sustainable resource management

➢ Methane management in extractive industries

➢ Renewable energy

➢ Gas/es (CO2, CH4, H2)

➢ Investment guidelines for low carbon 
alternatives

➢ High performance buildings

➢ Pathways to sustainable energy
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Future strategic orientations

➢ Outreach

➢ Dialogue

➢ Political relevance

➢ Tools

➢ Results

Conclusions of Strategic Review Document
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Activities for the Future?

➢ Measuring and monitoring SDGs

➢ Just transition

➢ Investment guidelines for low-carbon options

➢ Global agreements on carbon prices 

➢ Energy market design

➢ Removing barriers to energy trade/transport of wastes (e.g., CO2)

➢ Digitalisation

➢ Assessment of risks and vulnerabilities: energy system resilience

➢ Assuring energy security

Conclusions of Strategic Review Document
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Thank you!


