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Geneva Charter on Sustainable Housing
The Charter is the expression of the political will of
the UNECE 56 member States to ensure a high
quality of life to their citizens through the provision of
adequate, safe, healthy housing and sustainable
cities.
Charter supports implementation of the 2030
Agenda.
The Charter is based on four principles:
1. Environmental protection
2. Economic effectiveness
3. Social inclusion and participation
4. Cultural adequacy

Geneva Charter on Sustainable Housing
Linking Sustainable Housing to Transport
The Charter’s Environmental Principle encourages:
vii. Housing settlements with priority given to
sustainable and integrated transport systems
and the provision of green infrastructure
The Charter also notes that the promotion of
integrated public transport to counteract urban
sprawl is a key direction of work

Urban Mobility Handbook
Linking Sustainable Urban Mobility to Housing
Traditional Transport
Planning
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Sustainable Urban
Mobility

Focus on traffic flows
Objectives: manage
road speed & capacity
Focus on form, not
content

•
•

Infrastructure main
priority
Planning done separately
Short–medium term
horizon
Only experts involved in
planning

•
•
•
•

Focus on people
Objectives: accessibility &
quality of life, economic
development, social
equality, human health and
environmental safety
Integrated range of actions,
emphasis on urban planning
Integrated planning
Short–medium term plans
with long-term horizon
Stakeholder engagement
and transparent approach

Urban Mobility Handbook
Linking Sustainable Urban Mobility to Housing
Overarching goals of spatial planning
•
•
•
•
•

Promote a system of meaningful and democratic governance
that responds to the needs of local communities
Improve urban environmental performance
Facilitate social cohesion and security
Promote market reform in the housing and urban sector
Improve land and real estate markets, and secure private
rights in land

Transformation of Urban Transport systems

Maximise

Minimise
Travel time & cost

Easy accessibility to
locations

Transport system
externalities

Effective and Efficient Urban Transport

Negative transport system
externalities usually result of
policies favouring easy
accessibility and travel time
and cost
Result of poor coordination
between transportation
engineers and other
sectors/stakeholders, including
housing authorities.

Case Example: Los Angeles
A highway-based city
Challenges
•
•
•
•

Environmental
Economic
Resilience
Social and public health

Case Example: Los Angeles
The Urban Heat Island Effect
Mitigation
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Workers in Los Angeles apply CoolSeal
albedo to reduce the heat island effect
(June 2019)

5
Source

Case Study: Marchetti’s Constant in Action
Transportation and urban sprawl
Marchetti’s Constant
•

Commuting times for a
given city tend to average
to 30 minutes regardless
of transport speed

•

Cities based around highspeed transport methods
(cars, subways) will sprawl

•

Cities based around people
have higher density and
exhibit greater efficiency
sustainability

Varying Distances

Home

30 minutes

Work

Varying Speeds

Case Study: Barcelona and Atlanta
Transportation and Urban Sprawl
With a similar population
Atlanta urban area 26x larger than
Barcelona
Energy consumption for private
transportation is 9x higher in Atlanta than in
Barcelona

Gini coefficient
Atlanta: ~0.55
Barcelona: ~0.36

Source

Case Example: Lausanne
Reducing infrastructure needs through cross-sectoral co-operation
Background
•
•

Lausanne metro M1 faced major
capacity restraints during rush
hour
Initial plan was to expand the
metro line – at huge cost

Solution
•
•

City of Lausanne coordinated with
the two universities to stagger
lecture times
No expansion has been needed so
far since 2005

Case Study: Paris
Effective cross sectoral coordination can reduce infrastructure needs

Eat well

The 15-minute Paris
Learn
Work

Work out

When transport planner and urban
planner work separately, network
optimization reduces walkability
Share and
reuse
stuff

Move around
Grocery shopping
See a doctor

Get some
fresh air
Cultural and
associative activity

Multi-use zoning laws facilitate
walkability and strengthen urban
resilience by reducing dependence
on motorized transportation and
transit networks
A 15-minute city is an example of
transportation systems built as a
response to spatial planning, and not
the other way around

Intersectoral Co-operation
UNECE Nexuses
Committees
• Committee on Sustainable Energy
• ECE Industrial Accidents Convention
• ECE Environment Performance Reviews

Departments involved
•
•
•
•
•

Environment Transport
Statistics
Economic Cooperation and Integration
Sustainable Energy
Forestry and Timber
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Intersectoral Co-operation
Main conventions and programmes
•
•
•

Aarhus convention on public
Espoo convention on environmental impact assessment
Protocol on Water and Health

•
•

Sustainable housing and Real-Estate Markets
Energy efficiency, quality of environment around housing

•
•

The PEP
WHO Healthy Cities Network

Main Activities for 2020 and Beyond
Access to affordable, decent, energy efficient housing
Affordable Housing
•
•

Survey of capacity building needs and priorities of member states
Report on Housing Affordability

Energy Efficiency in buildings
•
•

Online database of energy efficiency experts
Training curricular on improving energy efficiency via maintenance, management and
refurbishment of existing housing stocks

Fire Safety in Buildings
•
•

Continued cooperation with International Coalition for Fire Safety Standards
Develop a set of international standards on fire safety in buildings

Main Activities for 2020 and Beyond
Sustainable Urban Development
Smart Sustainable Cities
•
•
•

Pilot projects in Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan and Grodno, Belarus
KPI evaluation in 17 municipalities in Norway and
Training workshops on KPI evaluation

Supporting cities in post-COVID-19 economic recovery
•

UN global project “Building Urban Economic Resilience during and after COVID-19”

Integrated approach to planning of cities & human settlements
•

Workshop on land-use planning and industrial safety in Belgrade, Serbia

Main Activities for 2020 and Beyond
2030 Agenda
Regional observatory on urban-related SDGs
•
•

Evidence-based policies for sustainable housing and urban development in selected countries with
economies in transition
UNECE SSC KPIs (Key Performance Indicators)

SDG11 Day and Forum of Mayors
•
•
•

Will be convened in 2020 and 2021 on the first day of the committee session
Will follow a similar format to that of the Day of Cities
Theme to be covered by the 2020 Forum will be Cities Climate Action

Study on Scenarios for future land administration
UN Initiative on Global Geospatial Information Management

Main Activities for 2020 and Beyond
2030 Agenda
Activities of the Geneva UN Charter Centres of Excellence
Glasgow
• Regional Conference on affordable & social housing
Tallinn
• Trainings with housing managers in countries with economies in transition
• Study trip of Ukrainian housing experts to Estonia to showcase housing management best practices
Vienna
• Capacity building for KPI evaluations
• Workshops at city level in Norway and Kazakhstan on engaging the private sector & support access
to smart technologies
Norway
• KPI evaluation in 17 cities

Dates of Sustainable Cities Week

5 October 2020, Monday – 14:30-18:00 SDG11 Day, Room XII, Palais des Nations
6 October 2020, Tuesday – 10:00 Opening of the Committee session, Room XVIII

Forum of Mayors, Room XVII, Palais des Nations
7 and 8 October 2020 – Committee session, Room XVII, Palais des Nations
(Office E.1006 and Committee room E.1008/10 have been booked on 6-8 October)
9 October Friday – United for Smart Sustainable Cities Annual Meeting, Room IV,
Palais des Nations
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Thank you!

