The Project on “Standards for the SDGs”

Three objectives:

1. Raising awareness among
standards bodies on the 2030
Agenda

2. Promoting the use of standards
by policymakers, local
authorities, regulators

3. Breaking silos, work across
various organizational cultures
and methods of work



Deliverables of the «Standards for the SDGs» project

Database

Case Studies

Events



Database

https://standards4sdgs.unece.orq/



https://standards4sdgs.unece.org/

Current Status: 1,000 Standards and Counting

The database allows users to:
- Cross-reference standards through a dynamic search
- ldentify standards that support specific policies
- Link standards to SDGs and associated targets (currently, SDG6, SDG7, SDG11 and SDG13)
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Case Studies

 Practical experience of policy makers using
international standards for  sustainable
development

 Presented by regulatory authorities,
governments and administrations, as well as

regional groups

» Focused on:

SDG6 - Clean Water and Sanitation

SDG7 - Affordable and Clean Energy

SDG11 - Sustainable Cities and Communities
SDG13 - Climate Action

« Examples ranging from the subnational and
national to the global levels, and from all
regions

« Case studies available at:
https://www.unece.org/sdgs-isoweek2018.html



https://www.unece.org/sdgs-isoweek2018.html

Objectives & Methodology of the Case Studies

 The research focused on a less commonly researched group of standards users
(institutions & policymakers)

 The standards addressed in the case studies are meant to meet basic needs
while reaching global aspirations, ranging from safety from hazards to
adaptation and mitigation of climate change effects

* UNECE received more than 90 case studies written and submitted by the
policymakers in charge. 26 of them were selected on the basis of predetermined
criteria

« UNECE reached out to policymakers either directly or through the Secretariats of

partner organizations, including:

= ASTM International
Global Reporting Initiative (GRI)
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC)
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE-SA)
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)
International Union for Conversation of Nature (IUCN)
International Telecommunication Union (ITU)
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCQC)
UN-Water
World Health Organization (WHO)



High-level events

Standards for the SDGs Conference

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gsZlg75bzyo

Signing of declaration on Gender Responsive Standards

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L4Cu5V6pbS0O&feature=youtu.be



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qsZlg75bzyo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L4Cu5V6pbSQ&feature=youtu.be

Declaration for Gender-Responsive Standards and
Standards Development. Gender Action Plans

« By signing the Declaration, developed at UNECE,
standards bodies pledge to create and implement
gender action plans

 The objective is to support more gender-balanced and
inclusive standards development processes, and to
strengthen the gender-responsiveness of standards
themselves, including by conducting gender-based
analysis for the development or revision of all
standards.

« They also commit to tracking progress, collecting and
disseminating relevant data, success stories and good
practice.



Declaration for Gender-Responsive Standards and
Standards Development

« The Declaration for Gender-Responsive Standards and
Standards Development

* The Declaration seeks to support national and
international standardization bodies in developing gender
equality action plans tailored to national and regional
levels

« These plans will focus on selected priorities among the
following alternative measures:

« Examining existing standards to make sure they are not
gender biased

« Developing a methodology to ensure that standards
currently under development are gender-responsive

 Supporting increased participation of women in
standardization activities

» The Declaration is embedded into Recommendation U




Declaration for Gender-Responsive Standards and
Standards Development: Materials (Videos, Signhatories)

« A full list of signatories is available on the WP6 page.

* The full video of the Declaration’s Opening Ceremony is
available here.

« The Opening Ceremony featured the l|launch of
research volume on Gender Responsive Standards

« The Study makes the case for mainstreaming
gender in the development and implementation of
standards.

 The study reviews the status of and approaches to
gender responsiveness in standards development
and use, and provides recommendations for action
by standards bodies, governments and donors and
international organizations.



http://www.unece.org/tradewelcome/tradewp6/thematic-areas/gender-responsive-standards-initiative/gender-responsive-standards-declaration.html
http://webtv.un.org/watch/opening-of-declaration-on-gender-responsive-standards-and-standards-development/6036564687001/
https://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trade/Publications/ECE_TRADE_445_Advance_copy.pdf

Conclusions

This project has contributed to:

* Increasing knowledge of the role of voluntary standards for policymaking

* Increasing awareness on the 2030 Agenda

« Enhancing understanding on the benefits of using international standards for woman's empowerment
and Agenda 2030



Lorenza Jachia
Secretary, Working Party on Regulatory Cooperation and Standardization Policies (WP.6)
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)

lorenza.jachia@un.org
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