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SDGs in the Environmental Policy: prevention of water pollution,
transboundary cooperation and resilience to climate change

The Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and
International Lakes



The Water Convention

Objectives:

foster cooperation over
transboundary waters

prevent and reduce
transboundary impacts K"'a.

- Parties to the Water Convention

Countries which expressed interest to accede to the Convention



Water Convention Programme of Work 2019-2021

OVERALL OBJECTIVE

Transboundary waters worldwide are managed in cooperation between riparian countries in
accordance with the Water Convention, promoting sustainable development, peace and security

OUTCOME 1

Countries understand the

Convention, accede to it,

develop agreements and
establish joint bodies
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Awareness & OUTCOME 2
accession Transboundary water
resources in transbounda-
ng ramme ry basins are monitored

Area 1 and assessed, and
creasing awareness of o e ]
and accession to the among riparian countries
Convention and
application of its
nciples drawing on the
venefits of cooperation
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Monitoring &
assessment

Programme
Area2
Supporting monitoring,
assessment and
information sharing in
transboundary basins

http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=51910

OUTCOME 4
Transboundary water
cooperation is sustainably
financed
Financing
Programme
Areas
Facilitating financing of
transboundary water
cooperation
OUTCOME 3

Integrated water resources
management is
implemented at all levels in
a changing climate
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) Integrated &
intersectoral approach
Programme
Area3
Promoting an integrated
and intersectoral
approach to water
management at all levels

OUTCOME 5

Transboundary water
cooperation is monitored
and partners are mobilized
to support it

Climate change
adaptation
Programme

Area 4

Adapting te

climate change in
transboundary basins

Delivering at
different levels:
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Reporting
Programme

Area 6

Reporting on Sustainable
Development Goal
indicator 6.5.2 and under

the Convention Ba
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Partnership &
knowledge

Programme

Area?

Partnerships, communi-
cation and knowledge
management

National

sin
Regional )



http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=51910

Results of the reporting under the
Convention and SDG indicator 6.5.2

- 107 out of 153 countries responded

- 38 out of 41 Parties responded

Value of the S0G indicalor &.5,2
- 10 %
10 - 30 %
0 - 30 v

B G0 - 70 %

I 70 - 90 %

- UNECE region — agreement/ —ogbeird

Comitry repert needing darification

Mo response receieed

other arrangements and a joint body
*15 basins — arrangements do not cover the entire basin
«29 basins — no arrangements on transboundary aquifers

- Many tasks and activities within the Water Convention well covered by joint bodies

« But: maintenance of pollution inventories, setting of emission limits, climate change
adaptation, and basin-wide or joint public participation
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Transboundary agreements

® Global workshop on the development of
transboundary agreements

1-2 April 2020, Geneva
*How to start cooperation?
*How to develop new agreements?

*How to revise/amend existing agreements?
®*Case-studies?

® Checklist for developing and revising agreements
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Monitoring, assessment and
information sharing
e Working Group on Monitoring and Assessment

e Guidelines on Monitoring and Assessment of Transboundary
Groundwaters

e Second Assessment of transboundary rivers, lakes and
groundwaters (2011)

http://www.unece.orq/?id=26343

e Nexus assessment: Sava basin (2016)

- flow and sediment management

- intersectoral dialogue: ecological and water status and
navigability
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https://www.unece.org/index.php?id=45241
http://www.unece.org/?id=26343

The Joint Expert Group (JEG)

Water .
; Accidents
Con\:lentlo Conventi

on

— Convention on Transboudnary
Effects of Industrial Accidents

= 2018 — JEG workplan includes strengthened
cooperation with river basin commissions

= Seminar in November 2019 in Budapest

= UNECE Safety Guidelines (oil terminals,
firefighting water retention, pipelines, tailings

management facilities)

www.unece.org/environmental-policy/conventions/industrial-
accidents/publications.html

Joint Expert Group
on Water and
LA

Checklist for contingency planning for
accidents affecting transboundary waters,
with introductory guidance

UKITED KATKINE


http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/conventions/industrial-accidents/publications.html

Words into Action Guidelines
Implementation Guide for
Addressing Water-Related Disasters
and Transboundary Cooperation

Integrating disaster risk management with water
management and climate change adaptation

Climate Change Adaptation

®*Task Force on Water and Climate
*Next meeting on 30 September 2020

®* Global workshops on climate change adaptation it/ unece ora/ind
*\Water allocation and water scarcity in 2017 | E—
*Next — preliminary 1-2 October 2020 ’
*Potential topic is climate, water, disasters and health

®* Global Network of Basins working on climate
change adaptation (the Dniester and the Neman)
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http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=51488

Climate Change Adaptation

® Global policy processes (UNFCCC, UNDRR, SDGs, etc.)

*COP 25 and COP 26
*World Water Day on 22 March (https://www.worldwaterday.org/)
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'EVERYONE HAS |
| AROLE TO PLAY

WE CANNOT WATER CANHELPFIGHT |
AFFORD TO WAIT ‘ CLIMATE CHANGES :

Climate policy makers must put water at the heart 1 =R
of action plans. o ¢ are sustainable, affordable and scalable water -
/ and Sanitation solutions: - .

Climate Change and Water
LIM-Water Policy Brief

https://www.unwater.org/
unwater-policy-brief-on-
climate-change-and-
water/)
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https://www.worldwaterday.org/
https://www.unwater.org/unwater-policy-brief-on-climate-change-and-water/

Handbook on Transboundary Water Allocation

&) UNECE

e Practical guide for government & practitioners.
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c ion on the and Use of Tr v es

and International Lakes

e Approaches, frameworks, tools & case studies.

Supporting equitable and water ina y context

» Options for practitioners to consider if any fit their own oo s e

BACKGROUND & OVERVIEW

Water allocation, which is the allocation over time of water resources between and within different

N
sectors and for different uses, is one of the biggest challenges in water management and protection.

In the transboundary context, increasing competition over water resources between countries driven

" by growing water scarcity and increasing water use, makes water allocation ever more relevant to

ensure and the of risks of political tensions and conflicts.

The key principles of international water law (in particular the principle of equitable and reasonable
use of shared water resources, the no-harm rule, the sustainability principle, the ecosystem approach
and the precautionary approach), embedded in the Convention on the Protection and Use of

y and ional Lakes (Water C ion), provide orientation for
allocating water in transboundary basins. A benefit-sharing approach can also be central to the
allocation of water resources.

A global workshop on water allocation in transboundary basins, organized under the Water
Convention in Geneva on 16 and 17 October 2017, aimed to increase understanding and knowledge

of criteria, mechanisms, tools and good practices for water allocation in transboundary basins and
aquifers. Many delegates called for further activities under the Water Convention to promote
sustainable, equitable and resilient water allocation, including the development of a document for

guiding related efforts.

e Expert Group
* Regional workshops
- 5-6 May 2020, Budapest

e Final version at the next MoP in Nov 2021.




2020

DATE AND VENUE MEETING

(7N AR\l Global workshop on transboundary agreements

15-17 June 2020, Fifteenth meeting of the Working Group on Integrated
Geneva Water Resources Management

Geneva Eleventh meeting of the Task Force on Water and Climate
Global workshop on climate change adaptation
Geneva

(YR ET:T0g | oTT {1 7V Bl Global workshop on financing transboundary basin
Geneva development

https://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/conventions/water/envwatermeetings.html#/
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https://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/conventions/water/envwatermeetings.html#/

Thanks for
your attention!

Water Convention Secretariat Contact:

Palais des Nations, Geneva,
| Switzerland

i Water.convention@un.org

il For more information:
| https://www.unece.org/env/water/
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https://www.unece.org/env/water/
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