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Operating Conditions of Ships in Russian Federation

The background of Rules of every classification society
is the experience accumulated during construction and
operation of ships based on specific operating conditions.

The total length of federal waterways of Russia is 101
484.8 km, including waterways with guaranteed
dimensions of navigable pass - 49 872.6 km, waterways
fitted with navigation facilities - 53 044.6 km, waterways
with 24/7 navigation - 38 285.3 km.

78 % of the above waterways have no alternative in
transportation of cargoes and passengers in the northern
territories of Russia.

The major part of goods is carried by the Uniform
Deepwater System of European Russia with approximate
length of 6.500 km. The System includes Volga-Baltic
Waterway, the White Sea – Baltic Sea Canal, waterways of
Volga-Kama River System of Dams, Moscow Canal,
Volga-Don Canal and the lower part of the river Don.

More than 100 of river ports are in operation in Russia.
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Volga-Don type ships, 
build over 200 units

Hydrofoil craft, built app. 3000 ships

Moskvich type ship, 
built app. 500 units

Moskva type ship, built 
over 400 units

RT type bush tug, built app. 700
units

OT type push tug, built 
over 200 units

Types of large-scale ships built according to River Register Rules

Specific aspects of Russian waterways e. g. shallowness
of river tributaries, high water level of lakes, rapids, ice
conditions etc. have a bearing upon design and structure of
river ships, their principal dimensions, architectural and
structural type, as well as motion type. Therefore, the
Rules of River Register must be developed taking into
account the above.

An average voyage of river ship continues non-stop for
many days. During the voyage the ship passes shallow
water stretches and deep water reservoirs and lakes where
the navigation conditions are similar to those of a sea.

Promotion and maintenance of a high safety level
ensured by the Rules of the River Register is the main task
of scientists, designers, shipbuilders and experts of the
River Register that has been successfully achieved despite
of its complexity.
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Number of ships under Russian River Register class

Total number of ships classed by RRR – 24 909

Including combined (river-sea) navigation ships:

М-СП class – 595 ships

М-ПР class - 853 ships

О-ПР class - 346 ships 4
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Operation of combined (river-sea) navigation ships 
in inland waterways and sea areas of the 

North-West region of Russia
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Khatanga River – Tiksi
Region

Kolyma River - Pevek 
Region

Tiksi – Kolyma River
Region
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Main dimenshions:
Length overall, m 25,15

Breadth scantlings, m 10,7
Board height, m 5,15

Displacement (empty), t 299 (draft - 3,2 m)
Endurance, days 7
Crew, members 7+3
Deadweight, t 65,8
Main engine «Caterpillar» C32
Power, kW 2*746

Diesel generators C4.4 «Caterpillar»
Power, kW 2*86



Main dimenshions:
Length overall, m 97,84

Breadth scantlings, m 16,8
Board height, m 5,34
Displacement, t 5280
Endurance, days 3,6
Deadweight, t 4300
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Thank you for your attention!
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