
.

Robert Nowak 
Sustainable Transport Division
Stanford, 20 October 2016

Traditional government approches to behavioural safety assurance

Drivers: 
United Nations road safety conventions



International traffic rules are 
relatively recent …

1909



1909 International Convention on Motor Traffic , Paris

1926 International Convention relating to Road Traffic, Paris
1926 International Convention relating to Motor Traffic, Paris

1931 Convention concerning the Unification of Road Signs, Geneva

1943 Convention on the Regulation of Inter-American Automotive Traffic, Washington

1949 Convention on Road Traffic, Geneva 
1949 Protocol on Road Signs and Signals, Geneva

1968 Convention on Road Traffic, Vienna
1968 Convention on Road Signs and Signals, Vienna

1971 European Agreement Supplementing the Convention (Road Traffic), Geneva
1971 European Agreement Supplementing the Convention (Road Signs), Geneva

1973 Protocol on Road Markings, Additional to the European Agreement, Geneva



1968 Convention on Road Traffic

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/conventn/Conv_road_traffic_EN.pdf

73 Contracting Parties



 Road signs and signals
 Construction and periodic inspection 
of vehicles

 Driving times and rest periods for 
professional drivers

 Dangerous goods



Governments

UNECE

NAT.GOVERNMENT ACTION

DRIVER BEHAVIOUR

IFIs

NGOs

ACADEMIA

PRIVATE SECTOREX
PE

R
TI

SE
, C

O
N

SU
LT

AT
IO

N
S,

 
C

O
O

R
D

IN
AT

IO
N

PRIVATE SECTOR

ACADEMIA

NGOS

IFIS

INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
PROCESSES

NATIONAL PROCESSES

CONVENTION OR AMENDMENT



The wearing of safety belts is compulsory for 
drivers and passengers of motor vehicles, 
occupying seats equipped with such belts, 
save where exceptions are granted by 
domestic legislation.

1968 Convention on Road Traffic, Article 7, para. 5



Article 39, Polish Highway Code

Drivers and passengers are required to use 
safety belts, Article 39, para 1.



1968 Convention on Road Traffic

1. Exceptions to the obligations to 
admit motor vehicles and trailers in 
international traffic

2. Registration number and plate of 
motor vehicles and trailers in 
international traffic

3. Distinguishing signs of motor
vehicles and trailers in international 
traffic

4. Identification marks of motor
vehicles in international traffic

5. Technical conditions concerning
motor vehicles and trailers

6. Domestic driving permit

7. International driving permit

Chapters Annexes

1. General provisions

2. Rules of the road

3. Conditions for the admission of 
motor vehicles and trailers to 
international traffic

4. Drivers of motor vehicles

5. Conditions for the admission of 
cycles and mopeds to 
international traffic

6. Final provisions



• Must not endanger persons or cause property damage
• Drivers, attributes
• Position on the carriageway, overtaking, speed, manoevres, 

change of direction, slowing down, intersections, level‐
crossings, pedestrians

• Standing and parking, opening doors, special rules: tunnels, 
cyclists, audible warnings, loading of vehicles

• Behaviour at accident sites, use of lamps, special warning 
lamps (blue for priority vehicles, amber for 
danger/inconvenience)

1968 Convention on Road Traffic, Chapter II, Rules of the road 



• Every driver of a motor vehicle must hold a driving
permit

• Driving permits issued only after verification that the 
driver posseses the required knowledge and skills

1968 Convention on Road Traffic, Chapter IV: Drivers of motor vehicles



Convention on Road Traffic
Principles/traffic rules

Domestic legislation
Transposition of international obligations

Driving permit 
Training/knowledge/skills

Enforcement
Penalties (demerit points, fines, permit suspensions, jail terms)



Driver behaviour
 Est. 30% intentional violations, 70% errors

Infrastructure:
 Traffic calming measures (kinetic energy)

In‐vehicle technology:
 Collision avoidance
 DAS eg. AEB, lane change

 Distraction – a dominant cause, but policy
response to min. the consequences

 US – 1.7 million rear‐end collisions, 1.7K dead, 500K injured, 87% 
distracted, 80% could be prevented if collision avoidance system used



www.unece.org


