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INTER-ORGANIZATION PROGRAMME FOR THE IOMC/CG18/01.04
SOUND MANAGEMENT OF CHEMICALS(IOMC) 5.07.2001
Global Harmonization of Chemical Classification and Labelling Systems

18th Consultation of the IOMC Coordinating Group for

the Harmonization of Chemical Classification Systems
ILO H.Q., Geneva, 24-25 M ay 2001

Provisional Record

Opening, Record of the last meeting and Agenda

The meeting was opened by Ms. Silk, Chairperson of the IOMC Coordinating Group. The
provisional agendawas adopted without modification. The record of the 17™" Consultation
(IOMC/CG17/00.3; Rome, 2-3 November 2000) was adopted as amended to take into account remarks
by Dr. Koeter on the status of the work of OECD and of Ms. Lowe (USA) on factua and
typographical errors. A list of participantsis provided in Annex.

Status of the technical work

Classification criteria

Dr. Koeter described the status of OECD work on classification criteria for substances and
mixtures. A guidance document on environmental hazards was agreed by an expert group in January
2001. Items for which some additiona work was still included aquatic toxicity (guidance on
transformation/dissolution protocol re metals and substances aquatic toxicity testing). An agreement
on skin and eye irritation was reached in February 2001. it was hoped that al outstanding issues would
be resolved in time for the June 2001 OECD Joint Meeting of the Chemicals Group.

Physical hazards

Dr. Oberreuter reported on the SCETDG working group on harmonization of physica
hazards. Limited progress had been made on aerosols but it was hoped that the work could be
completed in July or at the latest in December 2001. A decision on the number of categories and
criteriawas still needed. On the other hand the work on the definition of compressed gases had been
completed.

Hazard Communication

Dr Pratt reported on the outcome of the last meeting of the ILO Working Group on Hazard
Communication. A Step 3 Document for a harmonized system including labelling el ements and
chemical safety data sheets was finalized but a number of points still needed additional work. A list of
precautionary statements was provided only as guidance and it was expected that the SCGHS would
have to look at this aspect in the future. Concerning the issue of a symbol for acute vs chronic health
hazards, it was agreed that the skull and cross bones would be reserved for acute hazards and that a
new symbol, based on a proposal by ILO would be developed before the end of 2001. In relation to the
concern raised by the US air transport industry on the use of the diamond shape for GHS hazard
symbols, the Working Group agreed to request the UN SCETDG to discuss the issue at their July and
December 2001 meetings. Hazard communication elements would have to be assigned to the
flammable aerosol class as soon as the SCETDG reaches agreement on classification, hopefully before
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the end of 2001. The record of the 7" meeting of the Working Group (ILO/HC7/01.7) should be
available very soon and would provide additional details on the other points and additiona tasksto be
completed before the end of 2001.

Implementation of the GHS work
Ms. Bernardini (UN ECE) informed the Coordinating Group (CG) that a new Web Site had

been set-up for the SC/GHS at
http://www.unece.org/trans/mai n/dgdb/dgsubc4/cdage.html

Capacity building

Mr. Boljkovacs (UNITAR) provided an update on ILO/UNITAR capacity building efforts for
the GHS. A project document and policy guidance were being developed for the June 2001 meeting of
the IOMC in Geneva and a version of the document would be made available for the July meeting of
the SC/GHS. Consultations were under way to extend the inter-organisation cooperation on capacity
building by including the OECD. Action steps considered would include the development of a
guidance document for a pilot phase to help countries implement the GHS, awareness raising
activities, analysis of national infrastructures, the preparation of an action plan for the development
phase and the identification/devel opment of training modules and materials. It was hoped that work in
at least two pilot countries could start in September 2001. A suggestion by Ms Silk to have the Title of
the policy document changed to “ Strategy for Implementing the GHS’ was accepted.

Guidance Document on the GHS
Ms. Silk introduced this Agenda item and stated a number of facts related to the devel opment
of the GHS Guidance document:

- The CG is mandated by the IFCS and the IOMC to produce the GHS and the Guidance
document is the tool to provide the technical implementation framework for the outputs
produced by the three focal points.

Ms. Headrick (Canada) has provided the lead for a Drafting Group to develop the document as
atransparent decision logic system for classifying chemicals and selecting related labelling
components.

More people were needed to strengthen the Drafting Group so that the document can be
completed for its transmission to the SC/GHS before July 2002 as agreed

Since this was the last meeting of the CG, an extended Drafting Group consultation could be
envisaged in July 2001 just after the SC/GHS meeting.

The first version of the Document should be ready by September 2001, in time for
presentation at the December 2001 Session of the SC/GHS

In considering the paper presented to the CG, Ms. Headrick added that there was still no
consensus within the DG on the structure of the document or issues such as the GHS updating process
and therefore a significant amount of work had to be done. Further input was needed from the DG on
the direction the work should take. Ms. Silk proposed that Mr. Obadia (ILO), Ms Bernardini and Dr.
Koeter could join forces and merge the three proposals on classification criteria, physical hazards and
hazard communication and use the resulting document as a basis for continuing the work. Dr K oeter
agreed it could be done without touching the contents of the three documents and the results would be
agood basis for adding any guidance and examples that would be necessary. Mr. Fasey (UK) pointed
out that some examples were aready tabled as room documents and could already be discussed.

Mr. Benassai (Chair UN CDETDG) agreed that a consolidated text including classification
criteria and related labelling e ements for each hazard class and category (substances and mixtures)
before the guidance part could be drafted. However he doubted that the DG could complete this work
before 2002 and it would be more appropriate to focus on finalizing consolidation of the three
proposals. He pointed out to the imbalance of technical explanations between the OECD classification
criteria paper and the Physical Hazards paper.
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Mr. Oberreuter (Germany) stated that the CETDG Working party was expected to develop
only criteriaand not guidance. Too much work still needed and he proposed that the task of finalizing
the GHS document be moved to the SC/GHS. Ms. Lowe (USA) felt that the SC/GHS would not be in
a position to formulate the necessary guidance and decision logic at thistime. Dr. Koeter stated that a
consolidation of the technical parts of the GHS would make it easier to evauate the amount of
guidance that would be needed to complete the GHS document. This would take only a few days to
do. He agreed that it would be more efficient to have the document completed by the CG.

After alengthy discussion on the terms of reference for the CG and the SC/GHS and the pros
and cons of moving the GHS Guidance document devel opment to the SC/GHS, the following
consensus position was finaly agreed:

- The development of the GHS Guidance Document will continue to be carried out by the CG and
completed before the July 2002 deadline;
At its July 2001 Session, the SC/GHS will be requested to recognize the work of the ILO, OECD
and CETDG and ask the CG to continue the elaboration of the Document and to report to the
SC/GHS on progress. If it decides, the SC/GHS could provide expert assistance to dispatch the
work faster;
There will be no more meetings of the Coordinating Group and dl the work will be done through
emall
Completion of the GHS Document will be the main task of the CG until it is completed.

After the issue was settled, a significant number of participants volunteered to draft specific
parts or chapters of the of the document. | was agreed that Dr. Koeter, Ms. Bernardini and Mr. Obadia
would take on as soon as possible the work of consolidating the Classification and hazard
communication parts. A deadline for 1 December 2001 for a first complete draft in time for the second
session of the SC/GHS was agreed.

In relation to the concern expressed by the air transport sector, a mgjority of the CG supported
the conclusions of the ILO Working Group and agreed that an Information paper asking the SC/TDG
to consider the problem and provide an expert opinion on the problem by the end of its December
2001 session. On a question related to terminology, the CG decided that the terms * hazard class’ and
“hazard category” would be used to respectively define hazard and level of severity.

International Cooperation

Ms Silk read to the CG a letter from President of the IFCS. He wished to encourage
participants reach a conclusion that would enhance the safe use of chemicals on agloba scae, and
was honoured that Brazil was represented at the meeting and would play a part in that process. Mr.
Obadia pointed out to the participants that the final report of the UN Secretary General to the Rio +10
Summit (Johannesburgh, September 2001) on the progress made in the implementation of Agenda 21
Chapters 19, 20 and 21 on chemicals was available as a room document. The progress made on the
GHS work was reflected adequately.

Closure

In closing the last consultation of the Coordinating Group, the participants paid tribute to the
various contributions made by all during the last 10 years, and particularly to Mr Jm McLellan
(Canada) and Dr. Michel Gilbert who died during that period.
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Mr. Benassai Sergio, Chairman UN CETDG, Agenzia Nazionale per la Protezione dell' Ambiente,
ViaV. Brancati 48, Roma 00144, Italy. Tel: 39 06 5007 2573. Fax: 39 06 5007 2584.
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Ms. Bernardini Francesca, Secretariat, UN/ECOSOC Committee of Experts on the Transport of
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Switzerland. Tdl: 41 22 917 2463. Fax: 41 22 917 0039. E.mail: francesca.bernardini @unece.org

Dr. BlaudeMarie-Noédlle, Institute for Public Health - Louis Pasteur (IPH), Juliette Wytsmanstraat
16, 1050 Bruxelles, Belgium.Tel: 00 32 2 642 5587. Fax: 00 32 2 642 5254.

E-Mail: mn.blaude@iph.fgov.be

Mr. Boljkovac Craig, Deputy-Programme Coordinator, UNITAR, Palais des Nations, 1211Geneva
10, Switzerland. Tdl: 41 22 917 8471. Fax: 41 22 917 8047. E.mail: craig.boljkovac@unitar.org

Mr. Cheolhong Lim, Senior Researcher, Occupational Safety and Health Research Institute, 104-8
Moonji-Dong Y usong-Ku, Tagjon 305-380, Korea.
Td: 82-42-863-8363. Fax. 82-42-863-8361. E-mail: limch@kosha.net

Mr. Cotterill Alan, Manager, Policy and Program Services Office, Product Safety Programs, Health
Canada, 123 Slater ., 5" Floor, Otttawa, Ontario, Canada K1A OL2. Tdl.: 1 613 954 0170.
Fax: 1 613 946 1100. E-Mail: dan cotterill @hc-sc.gc.ca

Ms. Di Discordia Paola, EIMAC, c/o Eurométaux, 12 Av. De Broqueville, B-1150 Bruxelles. Te: 32
2775 6313. Fax: 32 2 779 0523. E.mail: didiscordia@eurometaux.be

Mr. Fasey Andrew, Chemicals Policy Division, Health Directorate, Health and Safety Executive,
Rose Court, 2 Southwark Bridge, London, SE1 9HS, United Kingdom. Tel: 44 207 717 6391. Fax: 44
297 717 6221.

E.mall: andrew.fasey@hse.gsi.gov.uk

Mr. Galves Jose Antonio, Advogados Associados (representing Brazilian Chemical Industries), Rua
Francisco Arvani, 181, Santo Amaro, S.P. Capital, Brazil. Tel: 11 246 8945 / 521 3831. E.mail:
jagalves@stivip.com.br

Mr. Gétsch Hermann, Federa Ministry of Environment, Y outh and Family Affairs, Chemicals (Dept
1/2), Stubenbastei 5, A-1010 Vienna, Austria.
Tel: 43 1515 22 2338. Fax: 43 1 515 22 7334. E.mail: hermann.goetsch@bmu.gv.at

Mr. Green Reg, Hedlth, Safety and Environment Officer, International Federation of Chemical,
Energy Mine and Genera Worker’ Unions (ICEM), Avenue Emile de Beco 109, B-1050, Bruxelles,
Belgium.

Tel: 32 2 626 2020. Fax: 32 2 648 4316. E.malil: reg.green@icem.org

Mr. Haas Ulrich, (representing |OE), Manager Product Safety, Henkel, Henkel strasse 67, D-401091
Dusseldorf, Germany.
Tel: 49 211 797 9129. Fax: 49 211 798 1194. E-Mail: ulrich.haas@henkel.de

Ms. Hardeng Solva, Senior Advisor, Ministry of Environment, P.O. Box 8013 Dep., Oslo N-0030,
Norway. Tel: 47 2224 5926. Fax: 47 2224 9563. E-Mail: soh@md.dep.no

Ms. Headrick Kim, International Harmonization, Product Safety Bureau, Health Canada, Room 564,
123 Sater St., A.L: 350501, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0L 2, Canada.
Te: 16139529597. Fax: 1613946 1100. E-Mail: kim headrick@hc-sc.gc.ca
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Tel: 49 231 9071 589. Fax: 49 231 9071 611. E-Mail: kahler-jenett.elke@baua.bund.de

Dr. Koéter Herman B.W.M , Principal Administrator, Environmental Health and Safety Division,
Environment Directorate, OECD, 2, rue André-Pascal, 75775 Paris Cedex, France.
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Mr. Machin William, Councellor, European Chemical Industries Council (CEFIC), Ave. E. Van
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