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The UN Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), UN Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business (UN/CEFACT), Ministry of Economy, State Customs Service and the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Ukraine are organizing a Workshop on Trade Facilitation, which will focus on the following issues: (1) overview of the situation of market reforms in Ukraine and the implementation of trade facilitation measures; (2) strengthening of the institutional basis of trade facilitation on the basis of public-private partnership; and (3) definition of concrete projects on trade facilitation implementation, and the alignment of requirements for trade data and electronic documentation with international standards. 
The timeliness of this Workshop is defined by the following:

(1) The reforms under way in Ukraine, as well as Armenia, Georgia and the Republic of Moldova, make trade facilitation, integrity, the modernization of the customs service and the integration of Ukraine in the European and global markets. Trade facilitation issues acquired greater importance in these processes. Consequently, a programme for trade facilitation became a priority for the development of the country;

(2) Ukraine regards its accession to the WTO as a primary objective. On its side, the WTO has included in July 2004 trade facilitation in its core agenda for negotiations; 

(3) The importance of trade facilitation and standardized exchange of data and documents between Ukraine and its trading partners, which use automated business processes, is growing fast. It will be desirable to involve Ukraine’s trading partners and the business community in this Workshop, as trade facilitation is a powerful factor in attracting foreign investment and export promotion. Consequently, it will be helpful to attract international donors and organizations, as well as business representatives to this Workshop. A case for implementing trade facilitation measures may be the modernization of the border between Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova;

(4) Trade facilitation and the alignment of trade documentation with international standards represents an important part of the activities of such regional structures as the corridor Europe-Caucasus-Asia and the GUAM Group, which both include Ukraine;

(5) At present, trade facilitation is an important factor in the assisting the development of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), and the creation of a middle class, based on SMEs), is а key issue in the development of a marked-based democracy in Ukraine;

(6) There is a potential for cooperation among various stakeholders on strengthening role of the National Working Group on Trade Facilitation (so called PRO Committee) and on the implementation of projects, such as the creation of a Single Window for submission of trade information only once. 

UNECE, through the UN Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business (UN/CEFACT), has over forty years of experience in the area of simplification, harmonization and automation of trade procedures. As the UN body responsible for the development of standards in this area, UN/CEFACT has developed over 30 Recommendations on trade facilitation. The Ministry of the Economy of Ukraine represents the country in UN/CEFACT. The State Customs Service is also a key partner in the organization of the Workshop, as important trade facilitation issues are in the remit of Customs. In many countries, the private sector and chambers of commerce and industry play an essential role in trade facilitation, so the Chamber of Commerce and Industry will play a key role in the organization of the event. 

The objectives of the Workshop include: (a) an overview of the problems of trade facilitation from the point of view of improving supply chain management; (b) providing information on new concepts in trade facilitation, such as Single Window and electronic documents, taking into account the specifics of various sectors of the Ukrainian economy; (c) draft recommendations for possible solutions to trade facilitation problems in Ukraine; and (d) define the next steps in the collaboration with regional initiatives, such as TRACECA and GUAM. As security is becoming one of the key factors in international trade, the Workshop will look into the issue of improving security along the entire supply chain, in parallel to improving the efficiency of trade transactions as the result of trade facilitation. Together with the participants from the Republic of Moldova, Georgia and Armenia, the Workshop will discuss the further development of national strategies on trade and transit facilitation and automation of information exchange. It will look into the development of regional strategies for the implementation of international standards in these areas. 
The expected practical results of the Workshop include recommendations in the following areas: 

(1) Measures that need to be implemented in the area of trade facilitation, electronic business and electronic documentary exchange;

(2) Strengthening the coordination in the work on trade facilitation between UNECE and the Ukrainian Working Group on Trade Facilitation (PRO Committee), the corridor Europe-Caucasus-Asia (TRACECA) and the GUAM Group;

(3) Further development of national transit strategies using multilateral instruments in support of transit (such as the TIR Convention), as well as electronic document exchange; 

(4) Improving the management of border crossing between Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova on the basis of the instruments and recommendations of UN/CEFACT. 
9:00
Registration
10:00
Welcome address
Victor Yanovskiy, First Vice-President, Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Ukraine 

10:10 Session I:  Reforms in Ukraine and the implementation of trade facilitation measures
Activities of the Ministry of Economy in trade facilitation and WTO accession
Elena Yemelianova, Deputy Head of Department, Foreign Economic Policy, Ministry of Economy 

Importance of trade facilitation in the modernization and automation of the Сustoms service
Sergei Ladoshka, Head of Section, Department of organization of Customs Control, State Customs Service of Ukraine

Benefits for small and medium-sized enterprises

Leonid Lepetyuk, Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Ukraine

Discussion
11:00 Session ІI:  Needs and practical concerns for business in trade facilitation 
The growing significance of trade facilitation and the new context of global trade negotiations

Tom Butterly, acting deputy chief, Global Trade Solutions branch, UNECE

Public-private partnership in trade facilitation and security: New concepts and practical solutions
Victor Zemlicka, Vice President, Trade Assurance Services, SGS

Roberto Valfre di Bonzo, Marketing Manager, Trade Assurance Services, SGS
The role of trade facilitation in international supply chain management – a global express industry perspective 
Ian Impey, Director Facilitation, Global Express Association (GEA)

Business issues and needs

Marina Karnaukh, Research and Production centre on e-economics

Yevgeniy Novikov, Director General, Association Ukrvneshtrans

Discussion
12:10 – 12:25 Coffee break

12:25 Session III: Trade facilitation and electronic business: ICT options and tools
On the implementation of digital signatures in Ukraine
Alexandеr Nesterenko, State Department of communications and computerization, Ministry of transport and telecommunications of Ukraine
Financial services and trade facilitation
Irina Ivchenko, National Bank of Ukraine
Igor Gordienko, President of the Board, Insurance Company INGO-Ukraina
International legal instruments for transit facilitation, joint presentation UNECE – International Road Transport Union (IRU)

Konstantine Glukhenkiy, UNECE Transport Division, and 

Soren Rasmussen, Head of TIR Operations, International Road Transport Union (IRU)

The TIR Convention as a multilateral trade facilitation instrument supporting transit
Yuriy Kuchinskiy,Vice President, Association of International Transporters of Ukraine (ASMAP)
Harmonization of the Ukrainian national customs and transport legislation with a view to accede to the European Union Convention on a Common Transit Procedure 
Vitaliy Lipovskiy, President, Ukrainian Union of Road Transport and Logistics

АТА Carnets

Antonin Kerner, Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Czech Republic

Discussion
14:15 – 14:45 Coffee break

14:45 
Session ІV:  Regional aspects and organizational structures - public-private partnership for trade facilitation
Regional approach on trade facilitation on the example of TRACECA 
Angelika Zwicky, Permanent Secretariat, Intergovernmental Commission, TRACECA

Regional approach on trade facilitation on the example of the Regional union GUAM

Valdas Dovydenas, 
Representative of the Republic of Moldova 

Sergiu Sainciuc, Deputy Minister of Economy and Trade
Representative of Georgia

Ekaterina Avaliani, Head of Department of Foreign Economic Relations and International Programmes, Ministry of Economic Development of Georgia
Lasha Gotsiridze, First Deputy Minister, Ministry of Finance of Georgia
Representative of Armenia 

Discussion

Experience of the national trade facilitation body in the Czech Republic
Мaria Najmanova, Director FITPRO, Czech Republic
Public-private partnerships for trade facilitation and integrated management of information flows
Мario Apostolov, Regional Adviser, UNECE
Discussion
16:45-17:00 Closing session: Conclusions and next steps 

17:00 Cocktail for the participants




















































For additional information please contact Mr. Mario Apostolov, Regional Adviser, UNECE 

Tel.: +41 22 9171134, E-mail: mario.apostolov@unece.org
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