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1. Background 
 
Location Identification Needs 

Geneva 

EN 

Genève 

FR 
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IT 
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DE 



  
• the five-character code system:  

I. 2-character country code  

II. 3-character location code 

• used for purposes of trade 

• to designate locations 

 

1. Background 
 
UNECE Recommendation No.16 (1998):  
 
UN/LOCODE – Code for Trade and Transport Locations 



1. Background 
 
UN/LOCODE for Geneva 

Geneva = CH GVA 
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2. Basic Knowledge 
 
Brief History of UN/LOCODE 

• Established by UNECE Recommendation No.16 since 
1981; 

 

• Third edition of the Rec. No.16 in 1998; 

 

• Since 2001, renamed after “code for trade and transport 
locations”; 

 

• Since 2001, the directory is published twice per year; 

 

• Since 2002, published with the formats of html, csv, mdb, 
text; 

 

• Since 2004, the launch of the web based Data 
Maintenance Request System (DMRs) 



 

2. Basic Knowledge 
 
Importance of UN/LOCODE 

 

The first issue in 1981 contained codes for 8,000 locations. 

 

 

 

The latest release 2015-1 includes around 100,000 entries 

covering 249 countries , dependent territories and special areas . 

 

 

 



2. Basic Knowledge 
 
Use of UN/LOCODE 

 

 

 

– EDIFACT       

 

 

 

– International Maritime Organization 

 

– European Maritime Safety Agency 

 

– Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 

 

–  World Customs Organization  Data Model 

 

 

 

 



http://www.unece.org/cefact/locode/welcome.html 

 

2. Basic Knowledge 
 
Website of UN/LOCODE 

http://www.unece.org/cefact/locode/welcome.html
http://www.unece.org/cefact/locode/welcome.html


2. Basic Knowledge 
 
System Overview 



Front-end System: (.Net + SQL Server) 

Web-based: http://apps.unece.org/unlocode/ 

 

 
2. Basic Knowledge 
 



Front-end System: 

 

• User management 

 

• Online submission of new requests 

 

• Online submission of requests for modification 

 

• History requests review 

 

2. Basic Knowledge 



Front-end System: Request for new codes 

 

Filling in an online form based on data structure of Data Maintenance 
Requests (DMRs) 

 

2. Basic Knowledge 



Front-end System: Request for new codes 

 

2. Basic Knowledge 



Front-end System: Request for modification 

 

Non structured free texts (with limited characters) 

 

2. Basic Knowledge 



Back-end System: MS ACCESS database 

 

Production & Publication 

 

2. Basic Knowledge 



 

2. Basic Knowledge 
 
 
UN/LOCODE Sample of Directory 

Ch LOCODE Name NameWoDiacritics SubDiv Function Status Date IATA Coordinates Remarks 

+  GB  AW3  Ansty  Ansty  WAR  ---4----  RL  1407    5225N 00124W    

#  CN  AQG  Anqing Pt  Anqing Pt  34  1-------  AS  1407    3031N 11702E 

X  CN  BIT  Beitan  Beitan  44  1-------  XX  1407      Use 

CNSXB  

¦  CN  GIR  Gyirong  Gyirong  54  --3----B  AS  1407      @Fun  

=  CH GVA    Geneva = Genève  Geneva = Geneve  

!  US  CRE  Carnegie  Carnegie  PA  --3-----  RQ  9307    
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2. Basic Knowledge 
 
Data Structure of UN/LOCODE 

Column "Ch"  (Change Indicator) 

Ch LOCODE Name NameWoDiacritic
s 

SubDiv Function Status Date IATA Coordinates Remarks 

DE  BWZ  Bad 

Wurzach  

Bad Wurzach  BW  -23--6--  RL  0901    4754N 00954E    

+  FR  AC6  Arçonnay  Arconnay  72  --3-----  RL  1301    4824N 00050E    

¦  IN  DMA  Dhamara  Dhamara  OR  123-----  RL  1301    2048N 08654E  @Fun  

#  US  PFT  Pfafftown  Pfafftown  NC  --3-----  RL  1301    3609N 08021W    

X  AU  GNO  Geelong 
North  

Geelong North  VIC  --3-----  XX  1301    3806S 14420E  Use AU 
GGN  

 + added entry 

 # 
Change in the location 

name 

 X entry to be removed 

 ¦ entry has been changed 

1 port, as defined in Rec 16 

2 rail terminal 

3 road terminal 

4 airport 

5 postal exchange office 

6 
reserved for multimodal functions, ICDs 

etc] 

7 
reserved for fixed transport functions 

(e.g. oil 

B border crossing 

 AA Approved by competent national government agency 

 AC Approved by Customs Authority 

 AF Approved by national facilitation body 

 AI Code adopted by international organisation (IATA or ECLAC) 

 AS Approved by national standardisation body 

 RL Recognised location  

 RN 
Request from credible national sources for locations in their own 

country 

 RQ Request under consideration 

 RR Request rejected 

 QQ Original entry not verified since date indicated 

 XX Entry that will be removed from the next issue of UN/LOCODE 

 Column "SubDiv"  (Subdivision) 
 state, province, department, etc 

 Based contain the ISO 3166-2 

Country 

codes based 

on ISO 3166-

1 
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2. Basic Knowledge 
 
Data Structure of UN/LOCODE 

Column "Ch"  : 
(Change Indicator) 

Ch LOCODE Name NameWoDiacritic
s 

SubDiv Function Status Date IATA Coordinates Remarks 

DE  BWZ  Bad 

Wurzach  

Bad Wurzach  BW  -23--6--  RL  0901    4754N 00954E    

+  FR  AC6  Arçonnay  Arconnay  72  --3-----  RL  1301    4824N 00050E    

¦  IN  DMA  Dhamara  Dhamara  OR  123-----  RL  1301    2048N 08654E  @Fun  

#  US  PFT  Pfafftown  Pfafftown  NC  --3-----  RL  1301    3609N 08021W    

X  AU  GNO  Geelong 
North  

Geelong North  VIC  --3-----  XX  1301    3806S 14420E  Use AU 
GGN  

 + added entry 

 # 
Change in the location 

name 

 X entry to be removed 

 ¦ entry has been changed 

New 

request 
Request for 

Modification 
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Column ‘LOCODE’ includes two-digital Country code (ISO 
3166_1) and three-digital location code (letters and numbers 
excluding 1 and 0 to avoid confusion with ‘l’ and ‘o’). 

For example, Geneva in Switzerland (CH) 

 

2. Basic Knowledge 
 
Data Structure of UN/LOCODE 

Ch LOCODE Name NameWoDiacritic
s 

SubDiv Function Status Date IATA Coordinates Remarks 

DE  BWZ  Bad 

Wurzach  

Bad Wurzach  BW  -23--6--  RL  0901    4754N 00954E    

+  FR  AC6  Arçonnay  Arconnay  72  --3-----  RL  1301    4824N 00050E    

¦  IN  DMA  Dhamara  Dhamara  OR  123-----  RL  1301    2048N 08654E  @Fun  

#  US  PFT  Pfafftown  Pfafftown  NC  --3-----  RL  1301    3609N 08021W    

X  AU  GNO  Geelong 
North  

Geelong North  VIC  --3-----  XX  1301    3806S 14420E  Use AU 
GGN  
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Column ‘Name’: Location name Roman alphabet with 
adopted diacritic signs 

 

2. Basic Knowledge 
 
Data Structure of UN/LOCODE 

Ch LOCODE Name NameWoDiacritic
s 

SubDiv Function Status Date IATA Coordinates Remarks 

DE  BWZ  Bad 

Wurzach  

Bad Wurzach  BW  -23--6--  RL  0901    4754N 00954E    

+  FR  AC6  Arçonnay  Arconnay  72  --3-----  RL  1301    4824N 00050E    

¦  IN  DMA  Dhamara  Dhamara  OR  123-----  RL  1301    2048N 08654E  @Fun  

#  US  PFT  Pfafftown  Pfafftown  NC  --3-----  RL  1301    3609N 08021W    

X  AU  GNO  Geelong 
North  

Geelong North  VIC  --3-----  XX  1301    3806S 14420E  Use AU 
GGN  
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2. Basic Knowledge 
 
Accepted diacritics 



Column ‘NameWoDiacritics’: Location name Roman 
alphabet without diacritic signs 

 

2. Basic Knowledge 
 
Data Structure of UN/LOCODE 

Ch LOCODE Name NameWoDiacritic
s 

SubDiv Function Status Date IATA Coordinates Remarks 

DE  BWZ  Bad 

Wurzach  

Bad Wurzach  BW  -23--6--  RL  0901    4754N 00954E    

+  FR  AC6  Arçonnay  Arconnay  72  --3-----  RL  1301    4824N 00050E    

¦  IN  DMA  Dhamara  Dhamara  OR  123-----  RL  1301    2048N 08654E  @Fun  

#  US  PFT  Pfafftown  Pfafftown  NC  --3-----  RL  1301    3609N 08021W    

X  AU  GNO  Geelong 
North  

Geelong North  VIC  --3-----  XX  1301    3806S 14420E  Use AU 
GGN  
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Column "SubDiv"  (Subdivision) 

Subdivision:  a portion of a country or other political division, established 
for the purpose of government, for example, United States: State; China: 
Province; France: Department; Switzerland: Canton, … 

state, province, department, etc. 

Based the ISO 3166-2 

 

2. Basic Knowledge 
 
Data Structure of UN/LOCODE 

Ch LOCODE Name NameWoDiacritic
s 

SubDiv Function Status Date IATA Coordinates Remarks 

DE  BWZ

  

Bad 

Wurzach  

Bad Wurzach  BW  -23--6--  RL  0901    4754N 

00954E  

  

+  FR  AC6  Arçonnay  Arconnay  72  --3-----  RL  1301    4824N 

00050E  

  

¦  IN  DMA  Dhamara  Dhamara  OR  123-----  RL  1301    2048N 08654E  @Fun  

#  US  PFT  Pfafftown  Pfafftown  NC  --3-----  RL  1301    3609N 08021W    

X  AU  GNO  Geelong 
North  

Geelong North  VIC  --3-----  XX  1301    3806S 14420E  Use AU 
GGN  
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2. Basic Knowledge 
 
Data Structure of UN/LOCODE 

Ch LOCODE Name NameWoDiacritic
s 

SubDiv Function Status Date IATA Coordinates Remarks 

DE  BWZ  Bad 

Wurzach  

Bad Wurzach  BW  -23--6--  RL  0901    4754N 00954E    

+  FR  AC6  Arçonnay  Arconnay  72  --3-----  RL  1301    4824N 00050E    

¦  IN  DMA  Dhamara  Dhamara  OR  123-----  RL  1301    2048N 08654E  @Fun  

#  US  PFT  Pfafftown  Pfafftown  NC  --3-----  RL  1301    3609N 08021W    

X  AU  GNO  Geelong 
North  

Geelong North  VIC  --3-----  XX  1301    3806S 14420E  Use AU 
GGN  

1 port, as defined in Rec 16 

2 rail terminal 

3 road terminal 

4 airport 

5 postal exchange office 

6 reserved for multimodal functions, ICDs etc] 

7 reserved for fixed transport functions (e.g. oil 

B border crossing 

Column ‘Function’: 
For example:  

 
CH  GVA  Geneve  -2345---

  Geneva is a location with functions of 
train station, road terminal, airport, postal 
exchange office. 
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2. Basic Knowledge 
 
Data Structure of UN/LOCODE 

Ch LOCODE Name NameWoDiacritics SubDiv Function Status Date IATA Coordinates Remarks 

DE  BWZ  Bad 

Wurzach  

Bad Wurzach  BW  -23--6--  RL  0901    4754N 00954E    

+  FR  AC6  Arçonnay  Arconnay  72  --3-----  RL  1301    4824N 00050E    

¦  IN  DMA  Dhamara  Dhamara  OR  123-----  RL  1301    2048N 08654E  @Fun  

#  US  PFT  Pfafftown  Pfafftown  NC  --3-----  RL  1301    3609N 08021W    

X  AU  GNO  Geelong 
North  

Geelong North  VIC  --3-----  XX  1301    3806S 14420E  Use AU 
GGN  

Column ‘Status’: 
 AA Approved by competent national government agency 

 AC Approved by Customs Authority 

 AF Approved by national facilitation body 

 AI Code adopted by international organisation (IATA or ECLAC) 

 AS Approved by national standardisation body 

 RL Recognised location  

 RN 
Request from credible national sources for locations in their own 

country 

 RQ Request under consideration 

 RR Request rejected 

 QQ Original entry not verified since date indicated 

 XX Entry that will be removed from the next issue of UN/LOCODE 

After 
verified 
by FP 
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Column ‘Date’: Latest updated date  

2. Basic Knowledge 
 
Data Structure of UN/LOCODE 

Ch LOCODE Name NameWoDiacritic
s 

SubDiv Function Status Date IATA Coordinates Remarks 

DE  BWZ  Bad 

Wurzach  

Bad Wurzach  BW  -23--6--  RL  0901    4754N 00954E    

+  FR  AC6  Arçonnay  Arconnay  72  --3-----  RL  1301    4824N 00050E    

¦  IN  DMA  Dhamara  Dhamara  OR  123-----  RL  1301    2048N 08654E  @Fun  

#  US  PFT  Pfafftown  Pfafftown  NC  --3-----  RL  1301    3609N 08021W    

X  AU  GNO  Geelong 
North  

Geelong North  VIC  --3-----  XX  1301    3806S 14420E  Use AU 
GGN  
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Column ‘IATA’: In case of conflicts with IATA codes, filled in IATA codes. 

On the first issue, UN/LOCODE adopted all IATA code for airports. Due to 
lack of consultation with UN/LOCODE, some of new IATA codes assigned 
for new airports are not free in UN/LOCODE. 

For example: 

• CWL is assigned to Cardiff by IATA 

• GB CWL is assigned to Colwall, GB by UN/LOCODE 

• GB CDF has no choice to be assigned to Cardiff, GB by UN/LOCODE 
with reference to CWL on the column ‘IATA’ 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Basic Knowledge 
 
Data Structure of UN/LOCODE 



Column ‘Coordinates’: with standard presentation ddmmLat 
dddmmLon 

 

Where Lat and Lon stand for Latitude that may contain 
values N (north) or S (south) and Longitude E (east) or W 
(west). 

 

2. Basic Knowledge 
 
Data Structure of UN/LOCODE 

Ch LOCODE Name NameWoDiacritic
s 

SubDiv Function Status Date IATA Coordinates Remarks 

DE  BWZ

  

Bad 

Wurzach  

Bad Wurzach  BW  -23--6--  RL  0901    4754N 

00954E  

  

+  FR  AC6  Arçonnay  Arconnay  72  --3-----  RL  1301    4824N 

00050E  

  

¦  IN  DMA  Dhamara  Dhamara  OR  123-----  RL  1301    2048N 08654E  @Fun  

#  US  PFT  Pfafftown  Pfafftown  NC  --3-----  RL  1301    3609N 08021W    

X  AU  GNO  Geelong 
North  

Geelong North  VIC  --3-----  XX  1301    3806S 14420E  Use AU 
GGN  
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http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/cefact/locode/Service/LocodeColumn.htm
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/cefact/locode/Service/LocodeColumn.htm
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/cefact/locode/Service/LocodeColumn.htm
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/cefact/locode/Service/LocodeColumn.htm
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/cefact/locode/Service/LocodeColumn.htm
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/cefact/locode/Service/LocodeColumn.htm
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/cefact/locode/Service/LocodeColumn.htm
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/cefact/locode/Service/LocodeColumn.htm


Samples of coordinates: 

 

For example:  34°50′N 14°43′E         (3450N 01443E) 

                      34.84 N 14.73 E         (3484N 01473E) X 

 

2. Basic Knowledge 
 
Data Structure of UN/LOCODE 

Conversion  

3450N 01443E 

• Minutes part must be less than 60 
 

Mandatory 

http://tools.wmflabs.org/geohack/geohack.php?pagename=Geneva&params=46_12_N_6_09_E_region:CH-GE_type:city(196257)
http://tools.wmflabs.org/geohack/geohack.php?pagename=Geneva&params=46_12_N_6_09_E_region:CH-GE_type:city(196257)
http://tools.wmflabs.org/geohack/geohack.php?pagename=Geneva&params=46_12_N_6_09_E_region:CH-GE_type:city(196257)
http://tools.wmflabs.org/geohack/geohack.php?pagename=Geneva&params=46_12_N_6_09_E_region:CH-GE_type:city(196257)
http://tools.wmflabs.org/geohack/geohack.php?pagename=Geneva&params=46_12_N_6_09_E_region:CH-GE_type:city(196257)


Column ‘Remarks’: 

 

2. Basic Knowledge 
 
Data Structure of UN/LOCODE 

Ch LOCODE Name NameWoDiacritics SubDiv Function Status Date IATA Coordinates Remarks 

DE  BWZ  Bad 

Wurzach  

Bad Wurzach  BW  -23--6--  RL  0901    4754N 00954E    

+  FR  AC6  Arçonnay  Arconnay  72  --3-----  RL  1301    4824N 00050E    

¦  IN  DMA  Dhamara  Dhamara  OR  123-----  RL  1301    2048N 08654E  @Fun  

#  US  PFT  Pfafftown  Pfafftown  NC  --3-----  RL  1301    3609N 08021W    

X  AU  GNO  Geelong 
North  

Geelong North  VIC  --3-----  XX  1301    3806S 14420E  Use AU 
GGN  

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/cefact/locode/Service/LocodeColumn.htm
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/cefact/locode/Service/LocodeColumn.htm
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/cefact/locode/Service/LocodeColumn.htm
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/cefact/locode/Service/LocodeColumn.htm
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/cefact/locode/Service/LocodeColumn.htm
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/cefact/locode/Service/LocodeColumn.htm
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/cefact/locode/Service/LocodeColumn.htm
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/cefact/locode/Service/LocodeColumn.htm
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/cefact/locode/Service/LocodeColumn.htm
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/cefact/locode/Service/LocodeColumn.htm
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/cefact/locode/Service/LocodeColumn.htm
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3. 1 Maintenance Overview 

• The Secretariat at the UNECE  

 

• Web based Date Maintenance Request (DMR) System 
http://apps.unece.org/unlocode/  

 

• Currently reviewed and validated by the Secretariat twice 
per year to publish the new release in July and December 

 

• Cut off date of receiving Data Maintenance Requests at 
April 30 and October 31 respectively 

 

http://apps.unece.org/unlocode/


3.1  Maintenance Overview 
 
Challenges for the Maintenance of UN/LOCODE 

• More than 100,000 entries; 

 

• More than 3,000 Data Maintenance Requests (DMRs) per release; 

 

• No maintenance working group, all maintenance works are at the 
Secretariat; 

 

• Limited resources at the Secretariat, plus the budget cut for UN; 

 

• Need to find sustainable maintenance process for the future 
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3.1  Maintenance Overview 
 
National Focal Point Duties 
 1. Reviewing the existing entries 

 

2. Validating requests for new codes and modifications  

 

3. Summarizing the requests from the national level 

 

4. Collecting feedbacks from the user community 

 

5. Promoting the use of LOCODE 

 

6. Coordinating with other national authorities to emphasise 
the cost of code changes, subdivision changes 

 

http://www.unece.org/cefact/locode/focalpoint.html  

http://www.unece.org/cefact/locode/focalpoint.html
http://www.unece.org/cefact/locode/focalpoint.html
http://www.unece.org/cefact/locode/focalpoint.html


3.1  Maintenance Overview 

Maintenance Policy: 
 

 

• UN/LOCODE database is not operated direct, but through 
DMRs 

• Track requesters through DMR 

• Compare validation results and original requests 

 



3.1 Maintenance Overview 
 
Validation / creation Criteria:  

 

• Geographically correct 

 

• Relevant to International trade 
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3.2  DMRs 
 
DMR 
Data Maintenance Request (DMR) 

 

UN/LOCODE Database  

• should not be operated directly. 

• soft deletion 

 

In short,  

• UN/LOCODE database is maintained through DMRs. 

• Data structure of DMRs is based on maintenance policy. 

 



 
3.2  DMRs 
 
Data structure of DMRs 

Data structure of DMRs is based on maintenance policy 

 

 

• Track requesters through DMR 

 

• Compare validation results and original requests 

 



3.2  DMRs 
 
Data structure of DMRs 

Next:  



3.2  DMRs 
 
Data structure of DMRs 



3.2  DMRs 
 
Data structure of DMRs 

• Generated automatically by the web-based online DMRs system, for 

DMRs submitted by the users, or 
 

• Created by FP, for DMR submitted by FR. It needs to consult with the 

Secretariat to make sure the serial No. is unique. 



3.2  DMRs 
 
Data structure of DMRs 

‘+’: for new code requests;  

‘#’: for modification on the location name.  

Note: There must be a change on the location name no matter if there are 

any changes on attributes, such as subdivision, function, coordinates, 

status.  

‘|’: all changes other than location name.  

‘X’: deletions of the entry.  

Note: It is a soft deletion.  The entry only be marked ‘X’ on the release 

published and physically removed from the database during the 

production of the next release 



3.2  DMRs 
 
Data structure of DMRs 



3.2  DMRs 
 
Data structure of DMRs 

The National Focal Point will receive DMRs under the country code(s) of their 
coverage.  



3.2  DMRs 
 
Data structure of DMRs 



3.2  DMRs 
 
Data structure of DMRs 



3.2  DMRs 
 
Data structure of DMRs 

‘Geneva’ 

‘GE’ 



3.2  DMRs 
 
Data structure of DMRs 

 ‘Apt’:  for Airport 

 ‘I.’: for Island(s) 

 ‘Pto’: for Puerto 

 ‘Pt’: for Port 

 ‘St’: for Saint 



3.2  DMRs 
 
Data structure of DMRs 



3.2  DMRs 
 
Data structure of DMRs 

Note:  
No needs to format it because it will be 
formatted during the production of 
directories coverage.  
For example, 3 will be formatted as 
                                ‘--3-----’ 
                      16      ‘1----6—’ 



3.2  DMRs 
 
Data structure of DMRs 



3.2  DMRs 
 
Data structure of DMRs 

Note:  

Only use the pre-defined abbreviation. 

 



3.2  DMRs 
 
Data structure of DMRs 

Acronym Description Weblink 

cagn CA Canadian Geographical Names http://geonames.nrcan.gc.ca/search/search_e.php 

e01 Microsoft Encarta Interactive World Atlas 2001 

nima US National Geospatial Intelligence Agency (GEOnet Names Server (GNS)) http://geonames.nga.mil/ggmagaz/ 

ukos UK Ordnance Survey - Britain's National Mapping Agency http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/oswebsite/jsp/mapshop/mapShop.jsp?display=/About_Us/DidYouKnow/index.cfm 

usgs 

US Geological Survey - National Mapping Information - Geographic Names Information 

System (GNIS) http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gnispublic 

frign FR Institut Géographique National http://www.ign.fr/affiche_rubrique.asp?rbr_id=889&lng_id=FR 

deplz DE Postleitzahl (PLZ) Service http://www.plz-postleitzahl.de 

mapo Maporama, The World My Way http://www.maporama.com/share/ 

land Landings Aviation's Database http://www.landings.com/evird.acgi$pass*58260026!_h-www.landings.com/_landings/pages/search/ap-info.html 

goog Google search capabilities http://www.google.com 

grtp Greek travel places http://www.gtp.gr 

degd DE Geographische Datenbank von dbinterface.de http://dbinterface.de/geo/ 

ixm Index Mundi http://www.indexmundi.com/ 

augs AU Geoscience Australia Place names of Australia http://www.ga.gov.au/map/names/ 

e05 Microsoft Encarta Interactive World Atlas 2005 

itci Comuni Italiani http://www.comuni-italiani.it 

map Maplandia http://www.maplandia.com/ 

wiki Wikipedia http://www.wikipedia.org/ 

degdz GeoDatenZentrum - Central Basic Geodata Service for Germany http://www.geodatenzentrum.de 

auga Australia GeoScience http://www.ga.gov.au/map/names/ 

geon Geonames http://www.geonames.org 

mapla Mapplanet http://www.mapplanet.com 

Please refer to the table 2.3 in the Technical Guide . 

http://geonames.nrcan.gc.ca/search/search_e.php
http://geonames.nga.mil/ggmagaz/
http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/oswebsite/jsp/mapshop/mapShop.jsp?display=/About_Us/DidYouKnow/index.cfm
file:///C:/Users/Ren/Wanlin Ren/UNLOCODE research/TORs/51694
http://www.plz-postleitzahl.de/
http://www.plz-postleitzahl.de/
http://www.plz-postleitzahl.de/
http://www.maporama.com/share/
http://www.google.com/
http://www.gtp.gr/
http://dbinterface.de/geo/
http://www.indexmundi.com/
http://www.ga.gov.au/map/names/
http://www.comuni-italiani.it/
http://www.comuni-italiani.it/
http://www.comuni-italiani.it/
http://www.maplandia.com/
http://www.wikipedia.org/
http://www.geodatenzentrum.de/
http://www.ga.gov.au/map/names/
http://www.geonames.org/
http://www.mapplanet.com/


3.2  DMRs 
 
Data structure of DMRs 

Note:  

e.g. whether approved by Government, by Customs, or based on a user 

requirement not necessarily recognised by an authority. 

 
AA Approved by competent national government agency 

 AC Approved by Customs Authority 

 AF Approved by national facilitation body 

 AI Code adopted by international organisation (IATA or ECLAC) 

 AS Approved by national standardisation body 

 RL 
Recognised location - Existence and representation of location name confirmed by check against nominated 

gazetteer or other reference work 

 RN Request from credible national sources for locations in their own country 

 RQ Request under consideration 

 RR Request rejected 

 QQ Original entry not verified since date indicated 

 XX Entry that will be removed from the next issue of UN/LOCODE 



3.2  DMRs 
 
Data structure of DMRs 

Note:  

It should correspond to the column Gazetteer. 

 



3.2 DMRs   
 
Data structure of DMRs 

Note:  

important for DMRs for modification.  

NFP should check this column to learn why and how to modify requested by 

users. 

 



3.2  DMRs 
 
Data structure of DMRs 

Note:  

• It can be left blank for approved requests.  

• It is necessary for non-approved requests.  For example, for rejected 

requests, please write down the reason. For withdrawn requests, please 

write down “duplicate request” or other reasons. 

 



3.2  DMRs 
 
Data structure of DMRs 

Note:  

• Remarks manually typed as clues of replacement codes for requests for 

deletion due to duplication; for example, 

 

 

• other remarks will be generated automatically by the system starting with 

‘@’ during the production. For example,  

 @SUB: change on the subdivision 

 @FUN: change(s) on the functions 

 @COO: change on the coordinates 

 @STA: change on the status 



3.2  DMRs 
 
Data structure of DMRs 

Must be filled in by the FP 

The entry should be as follows: 

• ‘Approved’ 

• ‘Rejected’ 

• ‘Withdrawn’  

• ‘Postponed’ 
 



3.2  DMRs 
 
Data structure of DMRs 

UserID to create the 

entry 

User ID to finalize the 
UN/LOCODE  



3.2  DMRs 
 
Data structure of DMRs 

filled in ‘y’ in case of change(s) 



3.2  DMRs 
 
Data structure of DMRs 

Note: 

• For key users, ‘Company’ is the institution acronym 

 a@ABC.com 

                 b@ABC.com                          ABC 

                 c@ABC.com 

• For individual user, ‘Company’ is the same as ‘Username’ 

• Please register first and then contact us for your ‘Company’  

                  

 

 

Registered user information 
to track or contact requesters 

mailto:a@ABC.com
mailto:b@ABC.com
mailto:ac@ABC.com


 

• Generated through the web-
based Online Data 
Maintenance Request System 

 

• Created manually 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

3.2  DMRs 
 
Sources of  DMRs 

DMR creation or validation is done manually 

in spread sheet. 



 

For new requests: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

                       

3.2  DMRs 
 
 Samples of DMRs 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Validated result 

3.2  DMRs 
 
Samples of validated DMRs 



3.2  DMRs 

DMRs Generated through the web-based system 



Agenda 

1. Background of UN/LOCODE 

 

2. Basic knowledge of UN/LOCODE 

 

3. UN/LOCODE Maintenance 

3.1 Maintenance overview 

3.2 DMRs 

3.3 Validation on new requests 

3.4 Validation on requests for modification 

 

4. Q&A 

 

 



3.3 Validation on new requests  



3.3 Validation on new requests  
 
 Validation on new requests tips  

• Change: for new code requests, the “+” will be automatically generated 
by the system. 

• Code: the code verified to be assigned to requested location. If the code 
is in red or necessary to be changed, please search the UN/LOCODE 
existing list to find a free code. The red colour highlighted entries 
indicate that the requested codes already exist in the existing list, so the 
FPs have to give another code for the location. 

• Subdivision: to be validated by the FP based on the ISO 3166-2. The 
level of subdivision should be in line with the existing UN/LOCODE 
entries. For subdivisions with numbers, double check the ISO 3166-2 to 
see if it is written as “1” or “01”. Remember to change the spread sheet 
column to “text” and then enter “01”, otherwise the spread sheet would 
change “01” to “1”.  

• Name: to be validated by the FP. The name should be with the Roman 
alphabets with adopted diacritic signs. 

 



3.3 Validation on new requests  
 
 Validation on new requests tips 

• Function: to be validated by the FP. Check the location on the map to see if it is a 
port near to ocean/river for “1”. If there is no water, it should not be assigned as the 
function “1”. Normally the location should not have the function “6” since there are 
not many ICDs; 
 

• Coordinates: to be validated by the FP with the required coordinates format – 
ddmmN/S dddmmE/W.  The format has the degree and minutes separately with 
the sexagesimal, not the decimal.  

  
For example, the correct version of the coordinates should be 3450N 01443E, not the 
wrong version like 3484N 01473E. All decimal format coordinates entered by the 
users should be converted to sexagesimal version by the FP. 
 
Note:  - the degrees of latitude should be less than 90 
 - the minutes of latitude should be less than 60 
              - the degrees of longitude should be less than 180, less than 100, put 0 on 
the first digital. 
 - the minutes of longitude should be less than 60 
 
 



3.3 Validation on new requests  
 
 Validation on new requests tips 

• Gazetteer: to be validated by the FP. This column contains the source of the 

location information of the requested code and is matched with ‘Weblink’. Enter the 

value as described in the Table 2.3 of the Technical Guide.  

• Status: to be updated by the FP. The status should be changed to “AA” or “AS” 

after the validation of the FP.  

• Weblink: to be validated by the FP. Please ensure the weblink is correct for the 

location identification of the requested code. 

• SecRemarks: can be left blank or filled by FP. If the request is rejected or 

duplicated, the FP should note here by entering the reasons. For example, for 

rejection locations, please write down the reason and for withdrawn, please write 

down “duplicate request”. 

• DPFinalStatus: must be input by the FP with validation result: Approved, Rejected, 

Withdraw or Postponed 
 
 



3.3 Validation on new requests  
 
 Validation on new requests sample 

UNLogNumber Change Source Country CodeRequested Code IATA Subdivision 
UN-2015-43330 

+ GLOBEX US WK9 WK9   Oklahoma 

NameRequested Name NameVariant FunctionRequested Function 

Waynoka Waynoka   1 1 

CoordinatesRequest Coordinates Gazett

eer 

Status Weblink … DPFinalStatus 

3658N 09887W 3658N 09887W   RQ 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waynoka 

    

After 
validation 

UNLogNumber Change Source Country CodeRequested Code IATA Subdivision 
UN-2015-43330 

+ GLOBEX US WK9 W3K   OH 

NameRequested Name NameVariant FunctionRequested Function 

Waynoka Waynoka   1 3 

CoordinatesRequested Coordinates Gazetteer Status Weblink … DPFinalStatus 

3658N 09887W 3635N 

09852W 

Wiki AA 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waynoka 

  Approved 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waynoka
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waynoka
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3. Maintenance 
 
 Validation on requests for modification 



3.4 Validation on requests for modification 
 
 Validation on requests for modification tips 

• Change: to be validated by the FP. By default it is ‘1’ . Based on validation, 

“#” should be entered if the modification is only for the location name. “|” 

should be entered for all changes other than location name. “X” should be 

entered for the deletion of the entry.   

 

 

Note: If location name together with attributes such as subdivision, function or 

coordinates is changed, please enter “#”. 

 



3.4 Validation on requests for modification 
 
 Validation on requests for modification tips 

• Function:  the sign “+” or “-” should be entered before the function number.  

 For example,  a location is requested to remove ‘port’ function, you must 

enter ‘-1’ ; 

 A location is requested to add ‘railway station’ function, you must enter ‘+2’ 

 

 

 

 
 



3.4 Validation on requests for modification 
 
 Validation on requests for modification tips 

• UserRemarks: Please read carefully for this column as it contains the information 

from the user who submitted this request how to modify the entry in question. 

 

 

 

 

 

• SecRemarks: FP should enter the reason of rejection, postponed, or withdrawn in 

this column. 

 

• Remarks: for deletion, input Use XX YYY  
 



3.4 Validation on requests for modification 
 
 Validation on requests for modification tips 

• DPFinalStatus: FP needs to enter Approved, Rejected, Withdraw or Postponed in 

this column as the validation result of this request. 

• ChFunction: to be validated by the FP if the modification is for the function.          

“y” should be entered if the function has changed. If no function change, then 

leave it blank. 

• ChCoordinates: to be validated by the FP if the modification is for the coordinates.       

“y” should be entered if the coordinates has changed or added. If no coordinate 

change, then leave it blank. 

• ChSubdivision:  to be validated by the FP if the modification is for the subdivision.       

“y” should be entered if the subdivision has changed or added. If no subdivsion 

change, then leave it blank. 

• ChStatus: to be validated by the FP if the modification is for the status.                

“y” should be entered if the status has changed or added. If no status change, 

then leave it blank. 
 



3.4 Validation on requests for modification 
 
 Validation on requests for modification tips 

Under some circumstances, FP needs to create/modify several DMRs to 
meet demand from users.  Please make sure the Serial No for the DMR 
created by FP is unique. For example,  

• If the user requests for changing code for one location, FP needs two 
DMRs, one is for deletion of the existing code and the other for 
creating a new code for the same location. 

•  If a use requests for updating one attribute, for instance, subdivision 
for several locations. The user might leave remarks like ‘Please 
change subdivision from A to B for location X. The same for location Y 
and Z.’ 

 



3.4 Validation on requests for modification 
 
 Validation on requests for modification sample 

UNLogNumber Change Source Country CodeRequested Code IATA Subdivision 
UN-2015-42169 

  | USZDDF US ZDD ZDD   GA 

NameRequested Name NameVariant FunctionRequested Function 

Fort Gordon Fort Gordon   +3 +3 

CoordinatesRequest Coordinates Gazetteer Status Weblink UserRemarks 

3325N 08209W 3325N 

08209W 

map RL 
http://www.maplandia.com/united-

states/georgia/richmond-county/fort-gordon/ 

  

Please add "3" Road 

to this location.   

DPFinalStatus ChFunction ChCoordinates ChSubdivision ChStatus 

          

UNLogNumber Change Source Country CodeRequested Code IATA Subdivision 
UN-2015-42169 

  | USZDDF US ZDD ZDD   GA 

NameRequested Name NameVariant FunctionRequested Function 

Fort Gordon Fort Gordon   +3 +3 

CoordinatesRequest Coordinates Gazetteer Status Weblink UserRemarks 

3325N 08209W 3325N 08209W map AA 
http://www.maplandia.com/united-

states/georgia/richmond-county/fort-gordon/ 

  

Please add "3" Road to 

this location.   

DPFinalStatus ChFunction ChCoordinates ChSubdivision ChStatus 

Approved y     y 

http://www.maplandia.com/united-states/georgia/richmond-county/fort-gordon/
http://www.maplandia.com/united-states/georgia/richmond-county/fort-gordon/
http://www.maplandia.com/united-states/georgia/richmond-county/fort-gordon/
http://www.maplandia.com/united-states/georgia/richmond-county/fort-gordon/
http://www.maplandia.com/united-states/georgia/richmond-county/fort-gordon/
http://www.maplandia.com/united-states/georgia/richmond-county/fort-gordon/
http://www.maplandia.com/united-states/georgia/richmond-county/fort-gordon/
http://www.maplandia.com/united-states/georgia/richmond-county/fort-gordon/
http://www.maplandia.com/united-states/georgia/richmond-county/fort-gordon/
http://www.maplandia.com/united-states/georgia/richmond-county/fort-gordon/
http://www.maplandia.com/united-states/georgia/richmond-county/fort-gordon/
http://www.maplandia.com/united-states/georgia/richmond-county/fort-gordon/
http://www.maplandia.com/united-states/georgia/richmond-county/fort-gordon/
http://www.maplandia.com/united-states/georgia/richmond-county/fort-gordon/
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locode@unece.org 

UN/LOCODE Secretariat 

mailto:locode@unece.org

