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Agenda item 13

Arbitration Advisory Group

1. The Arbitration Advisory Group works to assist member States in improving the quality and effectiveness of available commercial dispute resolution mechanisms. At its Fifth session in June 2001, the Committee approved a revised mandate for the group (see the annex to document TRADE/2000/14) and the transfer of its activities from the Working Party on International Commercial Practice to directly under the responsibility of the Committee for Trade, Industry and Enterprise Development.  
2. Following the past years’ experiences under these new arrangements and an in-depth, strategic review of Committee’s work programme that took place at the end of 2001 and early 2002, as well as discussions in March of this year with the Working Party on International Commercial Practice (WP.5) and with the Chairman of the Arbitration Advisory Group, Mr. William Pissoort, the Bureau of the Committee has decided to recommend the following changes.
(1) Within the programme of work, the maintenance of the 1961 European Convention on International Commercial Arbitration (including its revision and servicing) under the Committee and the transfer of the Arbitration Advisory Group back to the supervision of WP.5.

(2) Revision of the Terms of Reference of the Arbitration Advisory Group to reflect this decision. These changes being as follows:

Replace under Objectives

“1 (a) To finalize the text for presenting the agreed amendments to the 1961 Convention and to organize the necessary meeting of plenipotentiaries to approve them”

with

“1 (a) To provide expert advice to the Committee for Trade, Industry and Enterprise Development on the revision of the 1961 European Convention on International Commercial Arbitration.”

Delete under Deliverables

2(b)“An amended 1961 European Convention Text, approved by the contracting States.”

* * * * *
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