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COOPERATION WITH OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Note by the secretariat

This document was prepared by the UNECE secretariat as input to discussions by the Executive Secretary
with Headquarters and is being submitted to the Committee for infor mation only.

TRADE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

1 The Trade Development programme is a unique programme that supports the eaboration of inter-

governmental recommendeations, norms, standards and legd instruments in the facilitation and promation of

trade, and the reduction of technica barriersto trade, both inthe region and internationdly. Thisprogrammewas
defined by the member Statesin thereform of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)
in 1997 and was reinforced by the adoption of new Terms of Reference by the Committeefor Trade, Industry
and Enterprise Development in June 2001.
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2. The UNECE enjoys well-structured cooperation and coordination with the other trade-related
organizations in the United Nations system, especidly with the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD), the International Trade Centre (ITC), the Food and Agriculture Organization

(FAO), the United Nations Commisson on Trade Law (UNCITRAL), the International Telecommunication
Union (ITU), the World Bank (WB) and dso with the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD), the World Trade Organization (WTO), the World Customs Organization (WCO), the
International Organization for Standards (1S0), Internationa Electro-technical Commission (IEC), and arange
of subregiona groupings, such as the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) secretariat. In al cases,
UNECE work is well-coordinated with the other secretariats and adds value to inter-governmentd trade
cooperation, working dosdy with the European Union (EU) and has a dynamic and diverse network of

cooperation with the other regiona commissions of the United Nations. An overview of exigting cooperative
arrangements, divison of labour and joint activities with other internationa organizations can be found in the
attached chart.

3. UNECE scurrent Trade Devel opment programme may be summarized under three main themes: Trede
facilitation and dectronic business, sandards and technica harmonisation; and trade promotion and palicy.

4, In addition, the UNECE Trade Division contributes to the cross-cutting and inter-sectord activities of
UNECE, including “Trade, Environment and Timber” and “Cross-border Trade and Transport Facilitation”
(with the Economic and Socid Commission for Asa and the Pacific (ESCAP)). The Divison dso actsasthe
focd point for UNECE reations with the EU, the WTO, FAO, 1SO and the United Nations ICT for
Development Task Force and the World Summit on the Information Society.

Trade Facilitation and e-business

5. The secretariat participatesin the Trade Facilitation Task Force (with UNCTAD, ITCand WTO) and
in the management of the Memorandum of Understanding on internationa standardization regarding e-business
with ISO, IEC, ITU, and severd user communities. In addition, a number of projects are currently being
undertaken, including on the feasibility of aligned eectronic trade documents (UNeDOCS), and a project to
promote theimplementation of trade facilitation in the Mediterranean region jointly withthe Economic and Socid
Commission for Western Asa (ESCWA) and the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA).

Standards and technical harmonization

6. Trangtion countriesareincreasingly activein thiswork, whichis perceived as helping them to adopt the
harmonization and standardization necessary to support accesson to the WTO and the EU. The secretariat
undertakes wide-ranging anadyss and liason with the other internationa Standardization organizations,
particularly 1SO and FAO. Thiswork is undertaken in close cooperation with the European Union.

7. Asregards technical harmonization, much of the work focuses on integrating the trangition economies
into internationa frameworks, especidly with the CIS Secretarit.
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8. The work on agriculturd standards is undertaken in cooperation with five specidized sections of

internationa expertsthat define quality standardsfor (&) fresh fruits and vegetables; (b) dry and dried produce
[mainly fruit and nuts]; (c) mest; (d) seed potatoes; and (€) early potatoes. UNECE worksin partnership with
FAO (responsiblefor phyto- sanitary sandards) and with OECD regarding the dissemination and implementation
of its sandards. It isimportant to note that UNECE agricultural tandards are generdly incorporated into EU
regulations under the Common Agriculturd Policy.

Trade policy and promaotion

0. The Committee strade promotion activities contribute to understanding the impact of globalization and
the WTO on the region and focus specid attention on the integration of transition countries into the wider
European and globa economy, e.g. the Round Table on Services and the GATS in Trangition Economiesin
2001, and the Briefing on the WTO, Dohaand Transition Countries in 2002.

10. In May 2002, the Committee for Trade, Industry and Enterprise Development and UN/CEFACT will
organize together an I nternational Forum on Trade Facilitation, in close cooperation with UNCTAD, the
secretariat of the WTO, the WCO, and the other UN regional commissions. It isintended that the Forumwill
meake policy contributionsto theinternationa debate on smplifying internationd trade procedures and promoting
the economic bendfits of facilitating trade. The CTIED on 31 May will hold a policy round table on
Implementing Trade Facilitation in Transtion Economies,

Specific issuesin cooperating with other international organizations

11. UNECE Agricultura Quaity Standards: Asregardsthe FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius Commisson,
the implementation of cooperation could be improved if the Codex Committee fully used the options dready
included in the Codex Procedural Manudl. If these Codex Procedural Manuad optionswere fully used, WP.7
could serve as a rapporteur to create Proposed Draft Codex Standards, which would: @) give increased
recognition to theimportance of UNECE standardsfor international trade; and b) facilitate the adoption process
in the Codex Committee.

12.  Cooperation could be extended with 1SO, to further promote theimplementation of UNECE agricultura
quality standardsin theinternational bus ness community, on condition that additional resources both personne
and, especidly, for internationd travel, could be made available for this new activity.

Adjustment of the division of labour / complementarity

13.  The CTIED and itssubsdiary bodieshavejointly reviewed cooperation with al themgjor international
organizations during the past four years. Currently thereisan effective, operationd divison of labour with dl the
organizationsmentioned in the attached chart. UNECE would have higher visihility if adequate travel resources
were available to permit the secretariat to participate more frequently in the mgor meetings of partner
organizations.

Suggestions regar ding what UNECE should drop, keep or take on board

14.  Withthecurrently available resources, UNECE can maintain existing activitiesand support itsobligations
with partners. Asmentioned above, the main congtraint on extending cooperation internationaly isthe lack of
travel resources to enable participation in relevant meetings outside of Geneva.
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Suggestions for new joint activities

15. The WTO secretariat has suggested that UNECE would be a welcome partner to work jointly to
support capacity building and technica cooperation in those trangtion countrieswho are candidatesfor WTO
accesson. We have been invited to participatein several workshopsin the Cl S and South-east Europe, but the
secretariat does not have adequate travel resources. The WTO secretariat has informed us thet its technical
assstance regulations do not permit it to pay for travel codts of the staff from other internationd organizations.

16. A specificrecent initiative proposed by the Secretariat of WTO to the UNECE Trade Division concerns
anew series of capacity building workshopsin the Russian Federation and other CIS countriesto promotethe
implementation of UNECE agricultura qudity standards and best practice codes in trade procedures for
agricultural products. It is not possible for UNECE to respond positively to this invitation within existing
resource constraints.

Abbreviations
CIS Commonwealth of Independent States
CTIED [UNECE] Committeefor Trade, Industry and Enterprise Devel opment
BU European Union
ECA Economic Commission for Asia
ESCAP Economic and Social Commission for Asiaand the Pacific
ESCWA Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
FAO Food and Agriculture Organization
GATS General Agreement on Tradein Services
ICT Information and Communication Technologies
IEC International Electro-technical Commission
ITPWG International Trade Procedures Working Group
SO International Organization for Standardization
ITC International Trade Centre [UNCTAD/WTOQ]
ITU International Telecommunication Union
OECD Organisation for Economi c Co-operation and Development
SME small and mediumsized enterprise
TA technical assistance
UN/CEFACT United Nations Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business
UNCITRAL United Nations Commission on International Trade Law
UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opment
UNECE United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
UNeDOCS United Nations Standard for electronic Documentsin International Trade
WCO World Customs Organization
WHO World Health Organization
WTO World Trade Organization
WTO SPS WTO sanitary or phytosanitary measures



Summary table on the cooperation arrangements of the UNECE Trade Development Programme

Organization Roles & division of labour Partner’soutputs Partner’sactivities M echanismsfor Current concrete
Related activity of the Relevant UNECE Cooperation UNECE cooperation
partner organization activity
FAO - Codex Alimentarius - Development and - Food standardsfor | - Codex Committee - Meeting schedules - UNECE standards are
Codex Alimentarius creates food safety mai ntenance of commodities sessions, chaired by aresetupin circulated to the
(Joint FAO/WHO Food | standards to protect harmonized - Codes of hygienic or | host countries coordination between | members of the Codex
Standards Programme) | consumers and to commercial quality technological practice | - Regional meetings, secretariats Committee for Fresh
ensure fair practicesin | standardsfor - Pesticides evaluated | commodity committees. | - Secretariats actively | Fruit and Vegetables
the sale of food. perishable produce: - Limitsfor pesticide | - The Codex participate in relevant | whenever aCodex
- Codex isone of the fresh fruit and residues Alimentarius meetings. Standard for the same
three organisations vegetables; dry and - Guidelinesfor Commission decides or similar produceis
mentioned explicitly in | dried food; seed contaminants work proposed by developed
the WTO Agreement potatoes; eggs and - Food additives committees biannually
on Sanitary and eggs products; meet evaluated
Phytosanitary (porcine, bovine, - Veterinary drugs
M easures, and thus poultry); cut flowers. | evaluated
has a special rolefor
food safety.
ICC - rules on arbitration, Promotion of - Incoterms - Training & seminars | - Participation in - Participation in the
- Incoterms (standard | Incoterms (originaly - ATA Carnets - Support to and meetings and seminars | UN/CEFACT ITPWG
definitions of trade laid out in CEFACT - Investment guides networking of national | - Exchange of - Many Chambers of
terms) recommendation 5) - Publications Chambers of information Commerce host UNECE
- Uniform Customs Commerce Multiplier Points

and Practicefor
Documentary Credits
- Voluntary codes for
marketing and
advertising; the
suppression of
extortion and bribery;
sound environmental
management practices

Joint organization of
the elections of the
special committee
under the 1961
European Convention
on International
Commercid
Arbitration

- Discussions on
standardization of the
documentary credit
form
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Organization Roles & division of labour Partner’soutputs Partner’sactivities M echanismsfor Current concrete
Related activity of the Relevant UNECE Cooperation UNECE cooperation
partner organization activity
IEC, ITU and ISO Standardization in - Development of trade| E-business related See|SO. Memorandum of Cooperation and
(Seeaso ISO Technical | electronic businessin | facilitation standards, | standards that are not Understanding coordination between
Committee 154 and I SO) | areas not covered by norms and related to those of the between UNECE, IEC, | the secretariats
the UNECE and as recommendations and | UNECE asagreed in ISOand ITU Each organization acts
defined in the related e-business the MoU between the as secretary to the
Memorandum of standards for trade four organizations MoU Management
Understanding - Recommendations to Group ona rotating
between UNECE, ITU the MoU Management basis
and 1SO. Group and the relevant - Management
international — meetingstwice ayear
including private — between the
standard setting secretariats, the expert
agencies on groups and
coordination issues international user
groups
- Summit meetings by
the Memorandum of
Understanding
Management group on
coordination and
standardization issues
1SO - Technical - UNECE promotesthe | Technical Technical work is Memorandum of - 1S0O attends all WP.6
(Seeaso ISO Technical | harmonizationin all implementation of specifications or other | carried out intechnical | Understanding meetings and annual
Committee 154 and IEC, | fieldsbut electrical 1S09000 quality precise criteriato be committees, between UNECE, IEC, seminars

ITU and 1SO)

and electronic
engineering, which is
the responsibility of
IEC

- These standards are
not obligatory and are
used primarily by the
private sector.

standards and | SO
14000 environmental
management
standards.

- WP.6 develops
recommendations to
Governments on
technical regulations
and technical
harmonization

- It also develops lists
of Government
standardization

used consistently as
rules, guidelines, or
definitions of
characteristics, to
ensure that materials,
products, processes
and services arefit for
their purpose

subcommittees and
working groups.

ISOand ITU.

- Participation in the
MoU
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Organization Roles & division of labour Partner’soutputs Partner’sactivities M echanismsfor Current concrete
Related activity of the Relevant UNECE Cooperation UNECE cooperation
partner organization activity
priorities and
SO Cont’d communicates these to
international
standardization
organizations.

SO Technical - 1SO Technical - Development of trade| - International - Regular Working -UNECE isthe

Committee 154 Committee dealing with | facilitation standards, | standards (1SO) and Group meetings Secretary to the

(SeeasoISOand IEC, | processes, data norms and Technical - Plenary meetingsonce| Technica Committee

ITU and ISO) elements and recommendations Specification within ayear 154
documentsin including the scope of TC 154 -UNECE isthe
commerce, industry and| UN/EDIFACT and activities mai ntenance agency
administration maintenance of the UN of the ISO 7372
- Cooperation with ISO | Layout Key for Standard (Trade Data
TC 154 dlowsthe documents Element Directory)
publication of UNECE - TheMoU for UNECE
recommendations as to be the secretary of
International an 1SO Technical
Standards, e.g. Committee is unique
UN/EDIFACT, UN and demonstrates the
Layout Key for excellent cooperation
documents, the Trade between the two
Data Elements organizations
Directory, etc.

ITC ITC develops - Development of trade| - Adviceonthe - Product and market - Active participation | - AnInformal agency
programmes and facilitation standards, | development of development & trade in and contributionto | group ontrade
training in trade norms and national infrastructure | support services each other’'s facilitation.
information for recommendations - Market and marketing | - HRD programmes - Presentations on

developing countries
and, to avery limited
extent, transition
economies, and helps
promote use of UNECE
standards

- Trade Promotion
directory for UNECE
member States

- Focus on Countries
in Transition

information

- Training on locating
and using trade info
- Training utilizing
electronic info media
- International
purchasing and supply
management
- Needs assessment
and programme design
for trade promotion

- Member of the
informal inter-agency
group for trade
facilitation (ITC, WTO,
UNCTAD, UNECE)

trade facilitation to
ITC seminars

-ITC has arranged
parallel workshops
during CTIED Forums
- Exploring ITC's
participation in the
Mediterranean project
on supply chain
management
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Organization Roles & division of labour Partner’soutputs Partner’sactivities M echanismsfor Current concrete
Related activity of the Relevant UNECE Cooperation UNECE cooperation
partner organization activity
- Exploring ITC's
contribution to
training on trade
facilitation
OECD Schemefor the | Definestools that - Development of Guidelinesfor the Organisation of - Meeting schedules - UNECE Standards
application of assist countriesinthe | quality standardsfor implementation of workshops and training | are set up in are adopted by OECD
international standards | application of the perishable produce quality control; courses as well as coordination between | - TheUNECE
for fruit and vegetables | international standards explanatory brochures | meetings of heads of secretaries and meetings, the OECD
for fruit and vegetables to UNECE Standards | control services and secretariats actively Plenary meeting and
that are developed by plenary meetings participate in each both secretariats work
the UNECE other’s relevant closely on updating
meetings and interpreting the
standards
UNCTAD UNCTAD provides - Worldwide facilitation | - Practical - Training, customs - Participation in each |- Joint publications:
delivery mechanisms | of international recommendations and | reform, databases. other’s meetings, Compendium of Trade
and assistance for the | transactions, through guidelinesfor - Assistance with seminarsand forums | Facilitation
“products” developed |the development and governments and trade transactions to - Mutual contribution | Recommendations and
by the UNECE aswell | promotion of enterprises improve efficiency and| to projects: experts, the Brochure on Trade

astechnical assistance
in trade not covered by
UNECE

- Focusfor Technical
Assistance on
developing countries

recommendations,
norms and standards
and the simplification
and harmoni zation of
procedures and
information flows:

- Analysis of activities
and elementsin
international
transactions
identification of
procedural constraints
- Recommendations to
eliminate identified
constraints, simplify
data flows and
harmonize remaining
procedures

- Particular focus on
countriesin transition

- Trade info providing
market and business
opportunities data

- Info on trade
regulations and
reguirements

lower costs

- Gateway to global
networks, improving
the access of SMEsto
electronic commerce

publications

- Member of the
informal inter-agency
group for trade
facilitation (ITC, WTO,
UNCTAD, UNECE)

Facilitation for the
Forum on Trade
Facilitation in May 2002
- UNCTAD participates
actively inthe
UN/CEFACT — Trade
Procedures Working
Group

- UNECE supportsthe
Czech technical

assi stance cooperation
managed by UNCTAD
- UNCTAD provides
assistance to the
UNECE Russian timber
project
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Organization Roles & division of labour Partner’soutputs Partner’sactivities M echanismsfor Current concrete
Related activity of the Relevant UNECE Cooperation UNECE cooperation
partner organization activity
for promotion and
limited technical
assistance
WCO - International - Development of trade| - Conventions Securing uniform Memorandum of - Participates actively
cooperationto increase | facilitation standards, | - Standards and interpretation and Understanding in UN/CEFACT
the efficiency and norms and recommendations application of the between UNECE and meetings and expert
effectiveness of recommendations - Harmonized system | harmonized system WCO groups
customs organi zations of tariff nomenclature | across national - Possibl e participation
- Development and customs organizations withUNECE inane-
mai ntenance of learning project
customs-to-customs - Possibl e participation
information exchanges in the G7 customs
- WCO provides 90 % dataset
of theinput to
Customs EDIFACT
messages, and some
of the trade messages
related to customs
WTO Cooperation with UNECE participatesin | - Traderules - Works with - Member of the -WTO isapartner
member governments | the WTO meetingson | - Enforcement governmentsto create | informal inter-agency | jointly organizing the
on enforceable trade Technical Barriersto mechanismsfor trade | rules based on group for trade UNECE Forum on
agreements Trade representing all | rules enforceable trade facilitation (ITC, WTO,| Trade Facilitation in
UN Regional - Trade Policy Reviews| agreements UNCTAD, UNECE) May 2002
Commissions of Member States - NO guidelines, - Trade Division & - WTO representatives
- All WP.6 technical norms, standards or WTO staff meet attend regularly

regulations have been
presented to the TBT
Committee.
-UNECEisan
observer inthe
Committee for Tradein
Goods andisinvited
to all meetings
regarding trade
facilitation.

recommendations

- NO policy
recommendations

- Technical Assistance
provided through ITC
and NGOs

regularly beyond the
inter-agency group

meetings of CTIED
subsidiary bodies

- UNECE Trade
Division attends some
WTO committee
sessions
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