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1.
The purpose of the workshop was to promote the UNECE Standard for Seed Potatoes as an international reference and encourage its practical application in countries of Africa and the Middle East. It was organized by the Specialized Section and the UNECE secretariat in partnership with the Central Administration for Seed Testing and Certification of the Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation of Egypt and the Fédération Nationale des Producteurs de Plants de Pommes de Terre de France.
2.
About seventy government officials, growers, traders and researchers from the following countries attended the meeting: Algeria, Belgium, Canada, Czech Republic, Egypt, France, Germany, Jordan, Kenya, Lebanon, Morocco, Netherlands, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Switzerland, Tunisia, Turkey the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America.
3.
Dr. Saad Nassar, Advisor to the Minister of Agriculture and Land Reclamation of Egypt, opened the workshop. His speech is contained in annex I.
4.
The participants discussed the importance of certification of seed potatoes, based on an internationally recognized standard, for ensuring high quality of seed. The discussion and presentations also provided a wealth of information about the potato sector in African and Middle East countries, as well as about production and trade in potatoes. Presentations given at the workshop can be found on the UNECE website at: www.unece.org/trade/agr/meetings/ge.06/2009-in-session.htm.
5.
In addition to discussing the Standard and its practical application, the participants could see how seed potatoes were grown at the Shorouk farm in the desert area of Nubarya, and how early potatoes for export were packed and stored at the packing house of the Agrofood company in Nubarya city.
6.
The conclusions and recommendations of the workshop are presented in annex II.

7.
The programme of the workshop and the list of participants are contained in annexes III and IV, respectively.

Annex I.  Opening speech by Dr. Saad Nassar
Dear delegates of the UNECE and members of the Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes,
Dear guests from Arabic, African and the Middle East countries,
Dear colleagues from the Egyptian Ministry of Agriculture, Agriculture Research Center and private sector.
On behalf of His Excellency Amin Abaza, Minister of Agriculture and Land Reclamation of Egypt, I am very pleased to open this International Workshop on Seed Potatoes for Countries of Africa and the Middle East.

H.E. Minister Ameen Abazza sincerely apologizes for not coming as he had other obligations.  However, he would like to address his welcome to all the participants, especially for those coming from abroad.  I am very pleased to see that 21 countries are represented today:  12 from Arab, African and Middle Eastern countries and 9 from UNECE member countries.

I am sure that this workshop will be fruitful and we will learn more about the UNECE Standard for Seed Potatoes, especially as potatoes have become a major and strategic crop in our countries.

As Chairman of the Seed Committee I am expecting to learn from this workshop how we can include these international standards in our work, and I would like to thank the Specialized Section of the UNECE for opening their Extended Bureau meeting to us.  It gives us an opportunity to be involved in the international discussions on the seed potato standard. 

On behalf of the Minister, I would like to address my deepest thanks to UNECE, especially Mr. Willem Schrage and Mr. Serguei Malanitchev, for organizing this workshop which gives us a real chance to discuss seed potato standards all over Africa and the Middle East.

I would also like to thank the Agricultural Services and Follow-up Sector, Dr. Safwat El Haddad from MALR, and Eng. Salah Moawed from CASC for their valuable efforts in organizing this event.

Finally, I would like to thank the French-Egyptian Seed Potato Project and Mr. Thierry Gokelaere from the French Federation of Seed Potato Growers, Mr. Gérard Crouau from SOC and their representatives here in Egypt for their support in organizing the workshop.

Dear all, I wish you a fruitful workshop and a pleasant stay in Egypt.

Thank you.
Annex II.
INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON SEED POTATOES FOR COUNTRIES OF AFRICA AND THE MIDDLE EAST
Cairo, 16-19 March 2009
Conclusions and recommendations
1.
The active participation in the workshop has shown that there is a strong interest in potato production both for seed and for consumption. The statistics have shown that the potato consumption is increasing. To make this increase sustainable people will need potatoes. 

2.
We have learned that there are many aspects to good seed potato production: diseases resistance and performance. There is a wide variation in yields across countries in Africa and the Middle East, ranging from the highest of 40 to the lowest of 10 tons per hectare. There is a considerable gap between the actual and potential yield for the region.  

3.
Constraints as explained in presentations and during the discussion can be relieved by a range of measures:

-
Choice of appropriate varieties

-
Drainage and water supply

-
Use of fertilizers

-
Plant protection

-
Improvements of soil quality (prevention of salinity)

-
Good storage

-
Access to appropriate quality seed at an affordable price

4.
To improve profitability one has to improve the yield. Availability of quality seed at an affordable price is one of the conditions for improving yield. Quality assurance can be done by the suppliers, the industry creating a system that has market recognition, or by a third party such as the government. 

5.
An effective way of improving seed quality is to multiply quality seed one or two field generations. Quality seed is seed that is recognized by the industry as giving optimal performance, because the source is known. To help this improved seed gain market access we recommend that a quality assurance programme be implemented based on a certification scheme. This would allow the seed quality to be measured against a standard. The most recognized standard in the world is the UNECE standard.

6.
Applying the UNECE standard may help getting access to other countries markets. It is also important to understand the demands and requirements of the export markets before starting actual production of consumption potatoes for exports.

7.
Cooperation between Egypt and the EU countries has provided excellent results in improving the quality of locally produced seed potatoes and of ware potatoes produced for export. More specifically, it has helped Egypt develop a system of testing and control that has allowed them to produce and export consumption potatoes free from brown rot.

Annex III.
International Workshop on Seed Potatoes

for Countries of Africa and the Middle East

Cairo, 16 – 19 March 2009

Venue:  Hotel SOFITEL Gezirah

Programme

· Promoting the use of the UNECE Standard for Seed Potatoes
 as 

an international reference

· Encouraging its practical application in countries of Africa and the 

Middle East  

· Specially organized back-to-back with the meeting of the UNECE 

Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes to allow

participants to learn more about UNECE activities and take part in

its future substantive work on the Standard.

Monday, 16 March

8:30
Registration

9:00

Opening of the workshop

Representative of the Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation (MALR), Egypt and Mr. Pier Giacomo Bianchi, Chairman of the UNECE Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes

Session 1.
General

Chaired by Mr. P.G. Bianchi and co-Chaired by Dr. Safwat El Haddad

9:45 

Potato sector in countries of Africa and the Middle East 

Mr. Bernard Quéré, Technical Expert of the French-Egyptian Seed Potato Project

Focus on: production, quality control and certification of potatoes in the region. 

10:00

The role of UNECE in developing standards for international trade 

Mr. Serguei Malanitchev, Chief, Agricultural Quality Standards Unit, UNECE Trade and Timber Division

Focus on: how UNECE develops agricultural quality standards, why they are important, who uses them

10:10

UNECE Standard for Seed Potatoes

Mr. Gérard Crouau, Contrôleur National, Service Officiel de Contrôle des Semences et des Plants, GNIS/SOC, France

Focus on: purpose, content and practical use of the Standard

10:40
UNECE Standard within a broader framework of international agreements and standards

Mr. Pier Giacomo Bianchi, Head, General Affairs, Ente Nazionale Sementi Elette, Italy

Focus on: how the UNECE Standard complements WTO Technical Barriers to Trade and Sanitary and Phytosanitary agreements, Cartagena Protocol, UPOV, OECD Seed Scheme, IPPC, NAPPO, EPPO, Treaty on Biodiversity

10:55

Seed potato production in Africa: achievements and constraints

Dr. Ramzy El-Bedewy, Executive Committee Member of African Potato Association, Potato and Sweet Potato Advisor (MALR and ARC)

Focus on: how could Africa respond to the challenge of seed potato production

11:15 - 11:30

Discussion

11:30 - 12:00

Coffee break

Session 2. 
Seed production and marketing 

Chaired by Dr. Samir El Naggar and co-Chaired by Mr. P.G. Bianchi

12:00
Registration of new potato varieties in Egypt and protection of plant breeders’ rights

Dr. Mohamed Morsy, Secretary of the Variety Registration Committee (CASC)



Focus on: registration and protection of varieties in Egypt

12:20

Seed potato importation in Egypt



Mr. Sameh EL DOMIATY, Seed Potato Importer, Egypt


Focus on: Egyptian needs for imported seed potatoes (origin, class, quantities, varieties and quality requirements)

12:30

Seed potato production in Egypt

Dr. Samir El Naggar, Head, Seed Potato Production Company, Egypt

Focus on: multiplication, grading, storing and packing of seed

12:50

Management of pests within a certification system 

Mr. Willem Schrage, Director, Potato Programme, North Dakota, United States, Vice-Chairman of the UNECE Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes

Focus on: how pests and diseases could be managed within the certification system in Northern Africa and the Middle East to help growers produce healthy potatoes

13:10

Epidemiology of potato diseases 

Dr. Ali Soliman, Head, Central Administration for Plant Quarantine 

Focus on: phytosanitary control of seed and ware potatoes, especially on potato brown rot

13:30 - 13:45

Discussion

13:45 


Coffee break

Session 3.  
National certification schemes

Chaired by Mr. Gérard Crouau and co-Chaired by Eng. Salah Moawed

14:00

Seed potato certification scheme in Scotland, United Kingdom

Mr. John Kerr, Seed Potato Classification Scheme Manager, SASA

Focus on: organizational structure, procedures and methods of quality control and certification of seed potatoes in Scotland; relationship between national legislation, EU regulations and directives, and UNECE Standard for Seed Potatoes

14:20

Seed potato certification system in Egypt

Eng. Salah Moawed, Head, CASC 

Focus on: national legislation, organizational structure, procedures and methods of quality control and certification of seed potatoes in Egypt

14:50 - 15:20

Discussion

15:30 


Lunch

Tuesday, 17 March

Session 4.
Egyptian early potato production (from local certified seed) and export

Chaired by Dr. Safwat El Haddad, Vice Minister, Head of Agricultural Services Sector and co-Chaired by Bartel de Muynck, Ingenieur - coordinateur, Vlaamse overhead, ALV, Kwaliteit, Belgium

9:45
UNECE Standard for Early and Ware Potatoes and EU requirements for consumption potato imports

Ms. Ulrike Bickelmann, Head of Section, Bundesanstalt für Landwirtschaft und Ernährung, Germany

Focus on: purpose, content and practical use of the Standard; EU requirements for imports of consumption potatoes, particularly of early potatoes from Egypt

10:15

Egyptian regulation for production of early potatoes for export

Dr. Safwat El Haddad, Vice Minister, Head of Agricultural Services Sector 

Focus on: how Egypt has developed its system to control production of early potatoes for export

10:30
Production of own seed potatoes to grow early potatoes for export: example of a private company


Mr. Salah HEGAZY, Head, Potato Export Company, Egypt

Focus on: how the private sector can technically meet the requirements of both EU and Egyptian rules

10:50 - 11:10 

Discussion

Session 5. 
Conclusions and recommendations


Chaired by Mr. Hendrik Van de Haar, Head, Seed Potato Section, NAK Inspection Service of the Netherlands and co-Chaired by a representative of MALR

11:10
The Chair and co-Chair will summarize discussions at the workshop and will suggest conclusions and recommendations

12:00 


Coffee break

--------

Meeting of the Extended Bureau of the Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes

12:45 - 16:00

16:00 


Lunch

Wednesday, 18 March

Meeting of the Extended Bureau of the Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes

9:45 - 16:00

12:00 - 12:30

Coffee break

16:00 


Lunch

Thursday, 19 March

08:00
Departure on technical visit to Nubarya (desert road Cairo - Alexandria): local seed potato production from imported seed; early potato harvesting and packing for export

17:00

Return to Cairo
 Annex IV.
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
	
	Name
	Country
	Organization
	e-mail

	1
	Mr. Mustapha DJILALI 
	ALGERIA
	Centre National de Contrôle et de Certification des Semences et Plants
	

	2
	Ms. Rachida TELMAT 
	ALGERIA
	Centre National de Contrôle et de Certification des Semences et Plants
	rachioutichene@yahoo.fr

	3
	Mr. Brice Dupuis
	Switzerland
	Département fédéral de l’économie DFE, Station de recherche Agroscope Changins-Wädenswil ACW
	brice.dupuis@acw.admin.ch

	4
	Mr. Bartel De Muynck
	Belgium
	Vlaamse overhead, ALV, Kwaliteit
	Bartel.DeMuynck@lv.vlaanderen.be

	5
	Mr. Greg Wolff
	Canada
	Canadian Food Inspection Agency, Horticulture Division, Potato Section
	Greg.Wolff@inspection.gc.ca

	6
	Ms. Jitka Chadova
	Czech Republic
	Central Institute for Supervising and Testing in Agriculture, Division of Seed and Planting Materials
	jitka.chadova@ukzuz.cz

	7
	Mr. Salah Hegazy
	EGYPT
	Agrofood Co.
	salah@agrofood.com.eg

	8
	Mrs. Salwa Samy Kamel
	EGYPT
	Bureau de Liaison Agricole Franco-Egyptien
	salwakamel6@gmail.com

	9
	Dr. Ali Soliman
	EGYPT
	Central Administration for Plant Quarantine
	alisoliman@epq.gov.eg

	10
	Dr. Fayza Lotfy
	EGYPT
	Central Administration for Seed Testing and Certification
	fayzalotfy@casc-eg.com

	11
	Ms. Hafsa Salah Moawed
	EGYPT
	Central Administration for Seed Testing and Certification
	secretariat@casc-eg.com

	12
	Mr. Hussein Mourad
	EGYPT
	Central Administration for Seed Testing and Certification
	secretariat@casc-eg.com

	13
	Mr. Kamal Abu Ali
	EGYPT
	Central Administration for Seed Testing and Certification
	secretariat@casc-eg.com

	14
	Dr. Mohamed Morsy
	EGYPT
	Central Administration for Seed Testing and Certification
	mohamedmorsy@casc-eg.com

	15
	Mrs. Mona Abdel Khalek
	EGYPT
	Central Administration for Seed Testing and Certification
	secretariat@casc-eg.com

	16
	Mr. Nour El Din Ahmed Zaky
	EGYPT
	Central Administration for Seed Testing and Certification
	nourzaky@casc-eg.com

	17
	Mr. Salah Mohamed Moawed
	EGYPT
	Central Administration for Seed Testing and Certification
	salahmoawed@casc-eg.com

	18
	Mr. Sayed Abdel Mawgud
	EGYPT
	Central Administration for Seed Testing and Certification
	secretariat@casc-eg.com

	19
	Mr. Yehia Ibrahim Abdel Samie
	EGYPT
	Central Administration for Seed Testing and Certification
	yehiai@casc-eg.com

	20
	Mr. Mouheiddine Doughan
	EGYPT
	Daltex Co.
	mohdou@inco.com.lb

	21
	Dr. Samir El Naggar
	EGYPT
	Daltex Co.
	naggar@daltexcorp.com

	22
	Ms. Amira Shawky
	EGYPT
	Domiaty Group
	ashawky@mdgroup.com.eg 

	23
	Mr. Mahmoud El Tanbouly
	EGYPT
	Domiaty Group
	ashawky@mdgroup.com.eg 

	24
	Dr. Mahmoud Sakr
	EGYPT
	Domiaty Group
	ashawky@mdgroup.com.eg 

	25
	Mr. Sameh El Domiaty
	EGYPT
	Domiaty Group
	sameh@domiatec.com

	26
	Mr. Ramzey EL BADAWEY
	EGYPT
	Executive Committee Member of African Potato Association
	r.el-bedewy@cgiar.org

	27
	Mr. Mohamed Dief
	EGYPT
	MABA Co.
	moh_dief@hotmail.com

	28
	Dr. Mohamed M. El Garhi
	EGYPT
	Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation
	mo_garhy@hotmail.com

	29
	Dr. Saad Nassar
	EGYPT
	Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation
	

	30
	Dr. Safwat El Haddad
	EGYPT
	Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation
	safwat@epq.gov.eg

	31
	Mr. Thierry Gokelaere
	France
	Fédération Nationale des Producteurs de Plants de Pommes de Terre
	thierry.gokelaere@fnpppt.fr

	32
	Mr. Xavier Pacholek
	France
	French Embassy in Egypt
	xavier.pacholek@missioneco.org

	33
	Mr. Gérard Crouau
	France
	Service Officiel de Contrôle et de Certification, Seed Potato Section
	gerard.crouau@gnis.fr

	34
	Mr. Bernard QUERE
	FRANCE/
EGYPT
	Fédération Nationale des Producteurs de Plants de Pommes de Terre
	quere.b@gexconsult.com

	35
	Mr. Dirk Otten
	Germany
	Plant Breeding association
	dotten@bdp-online.de

	36
	Mr. Karsten Buhr
	Germany
	Plant Breeding association
	kbuhr@europlant.biz

	37
	Mr. Günther Erbe 
	Germany
	State Office of Agriculture, Food safety and Fishery, Plant Protection Service, Certification agency
	guenther.erbe@gmx.de

	38
	Mr. Johannes Nicolaas Stet
	Holland
	Europatat
	joopstet@solcon.nl

	39
	Mr. Hans Peeten
	Holland
	NIVAP
	Hans.Peeten@nivap.nl

	40
	Mr. Henk van de Haar
	Holland
	Seed Potato Section, NAK Inspection Service of the Netherlands
	hhaar@nak.nl

	41
	Mr. Mohamad Abo Radaha
	JORDAN
	National Center for Agricultural Research and Technology Transfer
	raddaha64@yahoo.com

	42
	Mr. Yaser Momany
	JORDAN
	National Center for Agricultural Research and Technology Transfer
	momany55@yahoo.com

	43
	Mr. George NGUNDO
	KENYA
	Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service
	gngundo@kephis.org

	44
	Mr. Jacob CHEPTAIWA
	KENYA
	Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service
	jcheptaiwa@kephis.org

	45
	Mr. Salah Hassan M. Alhamidi
	KSA
	Agricultural Services Administration
	salahamidi@hotmail.com

	46
	Mr. Fuhaid K. Alkhalaf
	KSA
	General Administration for Industrial Properties
	fsubaei@kacst.edu.sa

	47
	Mr. Elia Choueiri
	LEBANON
	Lebanon Agriculture Research Institute
	echoueiri@lari.gov.lb

	48
	Mr. Fouad Jreijiri
	LEBANON
	Lebanon Agriculture Research Institute
	

	49
	Mr. Abdelaziz BENSAJJAY
	MOROCCO
	Service du Contrôle des Semences et des Plantes
	bensajay@yahoo.fr

	50
	Mr. Omar BENALI
	MOROCCO
	Service du Contrôle des Semences et des Plantes
	

	51
	Mr. John Kerr
	Scotland
	Science and Advice for Scottish Agriculture
	John.Kerr@sasa.gsi.gov.uk

	52
	Mr. Ernest Edward Quinn
	SOUTH AFRICA
	Potato Certification Service
	eddieq@asert.co.za

	53
	Mr. Frank Osler
	SOUTH AFRICA
	Potato Certification Service
	franko@asert.co.za

	54
	Mr. Ahmad Abdalla Ahmad Fadl
	SUDAN
	National Seed Administration
	ahmadabdallafadl@yahoo.com

	55
	Mr. Mohamed Hassab ElRasoul Ali
	SUDAN
	National Seed Administration
	m.hassabelrasoulali@hotmail.com

	56
	Ms. Nagat Mubarak El Tayeb
	SUDAN
	Plant Protection Directorate
	neltayb@yahoo.com

	57
	Mr. Abdul Mohsen Assayed Omar
	SYRIA
	General Organization for Seed Multiplication
	info@gosm.gov.sy

	58
	Mr. Agran Mohamed Khalifa
	TUNISIA
	Service de Contrôle et de Certification des Semences et Plants
	agrankhalifa@gmail.com

	59
	Mr. Drissi Chihebeddine
	TUNISIA
	Service de Contrôle et de Certification des Semences et Plants
	chihebeddine_drissi@yahoo.fr

	60
	Mr. Nazım UYSAL
	TURKEY
	Variety Registration and Seed Certification Center
	n_uysal@hotmail.com

	61
	Mr. Saffet BAKIR 
	TURKEY
	Variety Registration and Seed Certification Center
	saffetbakir@hotmail.com

	62
	Mr. Mark Prentice
	UK
	Potato Council
	MPrentice@potato.org.uk

	63
	Mrs. Mona Fahmi
	UK
	UK Embassy in Egypt
	Mona.Fahmi@fco.gov.uk

	64
	Mrs. Alissa Mayor
	UN
	UN UNECE Agricultural Quality Standards Unit
	Alissa.Mayor@unece.org

	65
	Mr. Sergueï Malanitchev
	UN
	United Nations Organization, UNECE Trade and Timber Division, Agricultural Quality Standards Unit
	Serguei.Malanitchev@unece.org

	66
	Mr. Willem Schrage
	USA
	Potato Programme, North Dakota
	wschrage@ndseed.ndsu.edu


�	 Downloadable from the UNECE website at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/standard/potatoes/pot_e.htm"��http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/standard/potatoes/pot_e.htm�





