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ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE

COMMITTEE ON TRADE

Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards

Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes

Meeting of the Extended Bureau

Cairo, Egypt, 17 to 18 March 2009

CROP INSPECTION PRACTICES 

The delegations of the United Kingdom, the Netherlands and the United States have submitted the following draft provisions on crop inspection for inclusions in the Standard. 

UNECE Discussion paper regarding crop inspection practices
Background
This paper is based on responses to the Specialised Section’s questionnaire on crop inspection practices. Responses were received from 19 countries and these were provided for the Extended Bureau  meeting in October, 2008 in Emmeloord.

The proposals outlined below are intended for discussion by the Specialised Section with a view to providing a statement in the standard on how crops should be inspected. 

Proposals

The proposals are given in bold text with supporting information in standard format. I suggest the section consider whether these proposals should be combined to form a statement on crop inspection practices to be added to the standard. 
1. Who conducts inspections:

The Standard already specifies in Annex II. 7 that “satisfaction of growing crop conditions shall be established by official inspection and/or testing”. It is, therefore, unnecessary to change or develop this requirement.  
Note that one country allows authorised industry inspectors to conduct crop inspections (Finalnd) all other countries would meet Annex II 7.

2. Are all potato crops on seed potato farm inspected:

All seed potato crops should be inspected. The DA should adopt a risk based approach to the inspection of ware potato crops growing in the vicinity of seed potato crops. Other mechanisms e.g. specifying provenance of seed potatoes which may be planted, may also be deployed to control the health of ware crops on seed producing farm.  Use of equipment in both seed and commercial crop should be a consideration when requiring crop inspection for all crops on the farm.
This question generated a range of answers but all would comply with the above proposal with the possible exception of one respondent (Finland)

3. How many inspections are conducted during the growing period, should this vary by category/class and at what stage should they be conducted:

A minimum of two inspections should be conducted on growing plants.  DA may provide for one inspection, depending on local circumstances.  Where possible, inspections should start at or shortly before flowering.   
This question again generated a range of results. The proposal above accommodates all countries with the exceptions of Italy and Austria who only conduct one inspection irrespective of category. The inspection timing varied considerable in the responses the standard should perhaps remain silent on that point. 
4. How many plants are examined and should this vary by the size of the crop or by category/class: 

Seed crops should be inspected at a minimum rate of 150 plants per hectare with at least 500 plants inspected in each crop. 
This would leave DA’s free to apply a more intensive rate according to local conditions, if they wish.  The proposed rate would accommodate the current practice of the respondents who all meet this threshold. There is a possible exception where some countries sample a fixed number of plants irrespective of crop size, so in the case of large crops (> 13 ha) the minimum of 150 plants per ha would not be achieved (Germany and Israel). The Section may wish to consider specifying a higher rate for PB crops particularly PB1 where identification of off types can be an issue.  
5. What sampling pattern should be used: 

Crops should be inspected in a random pattern covering all rows throughout the crop, allowing plants representative of the entire crop to be seen.
Responses gave various sampling patterns deployed in inspections but the above text accommodates these. 

6. Are visual inspections supported by laboratory or other tests: 

Crop inspection results will normally be determined by visual assessment of the crop, supported by appropriate tests e.g. ELISA when confirmation of  the cause of a particular symptom is required or when a quarantine organism is suspected. 

Most respondents indicated that testing methods (including use of field kits) are available in to support inspectors. The proposed text is allows scope to deploy the support at the Authority’s discretion. Only Italy and Poland indicated they do not provide testing support to inspectors.
7. Is roguing allowed: 

The DA may permit roguing within specified limits, provided the tolerances specified in Annex II are met at the time of inspection. Roguing must include removal of all tubers as well as the haulm of the plant. 

The proposed text meets with the current practice of all respondents although the stipulation regarding removal of tubers was only mentioned once. I think it is worth including this in the Standard. The Section may wish to consider whether a roguing tolerance should be included. 
8. inspections conducted alone or in pairs: 

Most responses were that crops are inspected by one inspector.  I think the Standard can remain silent on this point. 

9. Are inspections subject to checking by supervisory inspection, post control plots or post harvest testing: 

The DA may wish to verify all or  a proportion of crop inspection findings and can do so either by visual inspection by a supervisor, or by post control plots or post harvest tuber testing. 

A range of answers were given to this question including use of various combinations of the above options. The proposed text is non prescriptive and accommodates all the current practices. 

10. Are non-seed potato crops, including farm saved seed allowed on a seed farm and if so under what conditions. 

11. Are non-seed potato crops on a seed farm inspected. 

A range of answers were given to questions 9 and 10 with no clear consensus. My view is that the statement at 2 above covers the issue of inspection of non-seed crops. 
