
E
Economic and Social
Council

UNITED
NATIONS

Distr.
GENERAL

TRADE/WP.7/GE.5/2001/1
 December 2000

ORIGINAL : ENGLISH

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE

COMMITTEE FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY AND
ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT

Working Party on Standardization of
Perishable Produce and Quality Development

Specialized Section on Standardization of 
Early and Ware Potatoes
19-21 March 2001, Geneva

PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE FIFTEENTH SESSION
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commencing at 10.00 hrs on Monday, 19 March 2001

1. Adoption of the agenda TRADE/WP.7/GE.5/2001/1

2. Matters of interest since the thirteenth session TRADE/WP.7/GE.5/2001/2
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3 Review of the UN/ECE standards on Early and Ware Potatoes
(FFV 30, 31)

TRADE/WP.7/GE.5/2001/3*

4 Definition of cooking types and eventually a colour scheme for
marking of cooking types on consumer packages

TRADE/WP.7/GE.5/2001/4*

5 Comparison of inspection methods, sizing methods, sampling
methods and control of "washed" potatoes

(a) Presentation by France on methods used for inspection and
sampling

(b) Presentation by Belgium of charts used to indicate
washability

6 Proposals for a definition for long varieties and reactions from the
trade to the indicative list of long varieties of an irregular shape 

TRADE/WP.7/GE.5/2001/5*

7 Revision of the UN/ECE General Conditions of Sale for Potatoes: 
Review of RUCIP 2000 and a list of differences to the UN/ECE
standards

TRADE/WP.7/GE.5/2001/6*

8 Information on the progress of the OECD explanatory brochure for
Early and Ware potatoes

9 National legislation for early and ware potatoes

10 Preparation of the next session

(a) Future work

(b) Date and place of the next session

(c) Preparation of the 57th session of the Working Party  on
Standardization of Perishable Produce and Quality
Development

11 Other business

12 Election of officers

13 Adoption of the report

* This document has not been received at the time of the preparation of the agenda. It might become
available only at the session as an informal document. Once available it will be put on the home page.
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Proposed timetable

19 March 10.00 - 13.00 Items 1 - 4

15.00 - 18.00 Items 4 - 7

20 March 10.00 - 13-00 Items 7 - 12

21 March 10.00 - 13.00 Item 13

ANNOTATIONS

Item 1 Adoption of the agenda

According to the Commission's Rules of Procedure, the first item on the provisional agenda is the adoption of
the agenda.

Item 2 Matters of interest arising since the thirteenth session

Document TRADE/WP.7/GE.5/2001/2 sums up the relevant outcome of the third and fourth sessions of the
Committee for Trade, Industry and Enterprise Development and the fifty-fifth and fifty-sixth sessions of the
Working Party on Standardization of Perishable Produce and Quality Development.

Item 3 Review of the UN/ECE standards on Early and Ware Potatoes (FFV 30, 31)
Discussion at the last session: TRADE/WP.7/GE.1/1999/6, para 7
Document for this session: TRADE/WP.7/GE.5/2001/3*

Delegations are invited to report on the experiences gathered in the practical application of the revised
standards and if necessary make proposals for amendments. At the last session no amendments were deemed
necessary.

Item 4 Definition of cooking types and eventually a colour scheme for marking of cooking types
on consumer packages

Discussion at the last session: TRADE/WP.7/GE.1/1999/6, para 23-26
Document for this session: TRADE/WP.7/GE.5/2001/4*

Different methods of marking of the cooking type are currently used in some countries. At the last session the
question was raised whether it would be useful to have a harmonized system. It was decided that proposals
should be made to the next session for a definition of the different cooking types which could be mentioned in
the standard. The usefulness of a colour scheme for the marking of consumer packages should be discussed
on the basis of this definition.
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Item 5 Comparison of inspection methods, sizing methods, sampling methods and control of
"washed" potatoes

Discussion at the last session: TRADE/WP.7/GE.1/1999/6, para 27-30

(a) Presentation by France on methods used for inspection and sampling
(b) Presentation by Belgium of charts used to indicate washability

The delegations of France and Belgium offered to present their methods at this session.

Item 6 Proposals for a definition for long varieties and reactions from the  trade to the indicative
list of long varieties of an irregular shape 

Discussion at the last session: TRADE/WP.7/GE.1/1999/6, para 13-22
Document for this session: TRADE/WP.7/GE.5/2001/5*

Definition for long varieties

At the lst session no progress was made on this question. Delegations were invited to send proposals for a
solution.

List of varieties of long varieties of irregular shape

At the last session the problem was raised of  how to clarify better in the standards what is meant by “irregular
shape”. Two different solutions were proposed: to draft a definition for these varieties or an indicative list. At
the last session it had been concluded that in the discussion only the varieties “Stella”, “Ratte” and “Corne de
Gate” had been mentioned.  Delegations were invited to confront their trade with this list, explaining that it was
only indicative  and meant to explain what is meant by “irregular shape”.  The reaction of the trade should be
reported at the next session.

Item 7 Revision of the UN/ECE General Conditions of Sale for Potatoes: Review of RUCIP 2000
and a list of differences to the UN/ECE text

Discussion at the last session: TRADE/WP.7/GE.1/1999/6, para 31-36
Document for this session: TRADE/WP.7/GE.5/2001/6*

The UN/ECE General Conditions of Sale for Potatoes were adopted in 1973 and last revised in 1979 to facilitate
trade in the ECE region. Application of the conditions is voluntary. 

The RUCIP (Règles et Usages du Commerce Intereuropéen des Pommes de Terre et les Règlements
d’Expertise et d’Arbitrage du Comité Européen), developed by EUROPATAT in cooperation with other
organisations are widely used in trade.RUCIP was recently revised to be published under the name RUCIP
2000 at the beginning of the year 2000. The Specialized Section discussed at the last session if  the UN/ECE
General Conditions should be revised as well. It was decided to await the finalization of RUCIP 2000, discuss
the text and maybe  to consider adopting it as new UN/ECE Conditions of Sale for Potatoes. EUROPATAT
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offered to present a list of differences of the quality rules contained in RUCIP and the UN/ECE standards at
this session.

Item 8 Information on the progress of the OECD explanatory brochure for Early and Ware
potatoes

The secretariat will inform the group on this work.

Item 9 National legislation for early and ware potatoes

At the last session delegations were invited to provide their national legislation to the UN/ECE secretariat.

Item 10 Preparation of the next session

(a) Future work

(b) Date and place of the next session

(c) Preparation of the 57th session of the Working Party on Standardization of Perishable Produce
and Quality Development

Item 11 Other business

Item 12 Election of officers

According to the Commission's Rules of Procedure and established practice, the Meeting of Experts is expected
to elect a Chairman and a Vice-Chairman. At its thirteenth session the Group re-elected Mr. Debaveye
(Belgium) as its Chairman and and elected Ms. Zgorska (Poland) as Vice-Chairperson.

Item 13 Adoption of the report

The Working Party will adopt the report on its fifteenth session on the basis of a draft prepared by the
secretariat.

NOTE BY THE SECRETARIAT:

Contributions should be sent to the secretariat either on diskette by mail to :
Food Standards Officer
UN/ECE Trade Division
Palais des Nations
Office 432
1211 Geneva 10
Tel:  (41) 22 917 2450     Fax:  (41) 22 917 0041

or by email to:
agristandards@unece.org
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Meeting documentation will be available on our homepage:

http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/welcome.htm


