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Committee on Trade
Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards
Specialized Section on Standardization
of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables
Intersessional Approval Procedure 
Geneva, 14 September 2016
Inter-sessional approval procedure  


UNECE Standard for Tomatoes  


Pursuant to the provisions of paragraph 19 of the Working Party Working Procedures, the delegation of the Netherlands via the secretariat and Bureau of the Specialized Section on Standardization of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables is submitting for inter-sessional approval the following amendment to the UNECE Standard for Tomatoes available at : http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/standard/fresh/ffv-standardse.html 

Background provided by the delegation of the Netherlands: 

The amendment concerns green tomatoes, which we encounter increasingly on the market.  In the past the Netherlands did not allow tomatoes to be sold which did not reach at least stage 2 of the OECD colour gauge, but the UNECE tomato standard does not forbid green tomatoes. However, allowing dark green tomatoes would be problematic because of their high content in solanine, unless an indication on the box containing green tomatoes would be required.

 

Therefore, the delegation from the Netherlands would like to suggest the following amendments to the standard:

 

Introduction of a new heading in section II. PROVISIONS CONCERNING QUALITY:

“B. Maturity requirements

The development and state of maturity of the tomatoes must be such as to enable them to continue their ripening process and to reach a satisfactory degree of ripeness. However, the marketing of hard green tomatoes is allowed provided they are presented uniform as to maturity and labeled accordingly.” 

 

And, in order to guarantee good labeling, amending section VI. PROVISIONS CONCERNING MARKING

B. Nature of produce

— ‘Tomatoes’ or ‘trusses of tomatoes’ and the commercial type if the contents are not visible from the outside. These details must always be provided for ‘cherry’ (or ‘cocktail’) tomatoes, whether in trusses or not. 

— ‘Mixture of tomatoes’, or equivalent denomination, in the case of a mixture of distinctly different varieties, commercial types and/or colours of tomatoes. If the produce is not visible from the outside, the colours, varieties or commercial types and the quantity of each in the package must be indicated. 

— ‘Green tomatoes’ , or equivalent denomination, in the case of green coloured tomatoes without any signs of ripeness. 

— Name of the variety (optional).

This proposal is for approval by the Specialized Section and, if adopted, for submission to the Working Party in November 2016. In case of non-approval, the proposal will be part of the Specialized Section's 2017 agenda. 

Please submit your comments by 3 November 2016 (a 7 weeks’ comment period to meet the WP.7 session deadline with a reminder 2 weeks before the deadline) which will take effect from the date of the first publication on the UNECE website i.e. 15 September 2016 on http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=41420#/

In the absence of comments or substantive change requests after the comment period, with a reminder from the secretariat two weeks before the deadline, the document will be considered as approved. Comments on the proposal should be submitted to the secretariat. The absence of any response will be considered as support for the document.

