
UNECE Global Standards Setting 

Transport 

Statistics 

Energy 

Housing 

Trade 

Environmental policy 



Some Examples: 

- Recommendation 1 - UN Layout Key for 

Trade Documents (ISO 6422) 

–Recommendation 4 - Trade Facilitation Bodies 

–Recommendation 25 - UN/EDIFACT (ISO 

9735) 

–Recommendation 33, 34, 35 - Single Window  
 Plus: 
–Recommendation 16 – UN/LOCODE 

• www.unece.org/cefact.html  

 

 

 

 

 

Global Remit 

UN/ECOSOC 

UN/ECE 

UN/CEFACT 

UN 

Trade Facilitation Recommendations and Standards 
 

UN Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic 
Business (UN/CEFACT) 



Commercial 
Procedures 

 
• Establish Contract 
• Order Goods 
• Advise On Delivery 
• Request Payment 
• Packing 
• Inspection 
• Certification 
• Accreditation 
• Warehousing 

 
 
 
 

 

Transport 
Procedures 

 
• Establish Transport 

Contract 
• Collect, Transport 

and Deliver Goods 
• Provide Waybills, 

Goods Receipts 
Status reports etc. 

Regulatory Procedures 
 

• Obtain Import/Export 
Licences etc 

• Provide Customs 
Declarations 

• Provide Cargo 
Declaration 

• Apply Trade Security 
Procedures 

• Clear Goods for 
Export/Import 

Financial Procedures 
 

• Provide Credit 
Rating 

• Provide Insurance 
• Provide Finance 
• Execute Payment 
• Issue Statements 

INVOLVES 

 
Prepare for 

Export 
Export Transport Import 

SHIP BUY PAY 

 
Prepare for 

Import 

Source: The UN/CEFACT International Supply Chain Reference Model 

UN/CEFACT International Trade 
Transaction Model 



Rec:19 
Mode of Transport 

Rec:16 
UN/Locode ISO Country 

Code 

Rec: 17 
Payment 

Terms 

Rec:9 
Currency Code 

Rec:20 Units of 
Measurement 

Rec: 28 
Means of 
Transport 

Commodity 
Code 

Rec: 21 
Package Codes 



Paper Document 
aligned to UN Layout Key 

Electronic Document Exchange 
XML or UN/EDIFACT 

Electronic Edit Form 

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?> 
<n:Invoice 
xmlns:n="urn:oasis:names:tc:ubl:Invoice:1.0:0.70" 
xsi:schemaLocation="urn:oasis:names:tc:ubl:Invoice:1.0
:0.70 
UBL_Library_0p70_Invoice.xsd"> 
 <cat:ID>token</cat:ID> 
 <cat:IssueDate>2003-02-14</cat:IssueDate> 
 <n:TaxPointDate>2003-02-14</n:TaxPointDate> 
 <cat:BuyerParty> 
   <cat:PartyName> 
   <cat:Name>Bills 
Microdevices</cat:Name> 
  </cat:PartyName> 
 </cat:BuyerParty> 
 <cat:SellerParty> 
  <cat:ID/> 
  <cat:PartyName> 
   <cat:Name>Joes Office 
Supply</cat:Name> 
 </cat:SellerParty> 
 <cat:InvoiceLine> 
  <cat:ID>1</cat:ID> 
  <cat:InvoicedQuantity 
unitCode="token">5</cat:InvoicedQuantity> 
  <cat:Item> 
   <cat:Description>Pencils, box #2 
red</cat:Description> 
  </cat:Item> 
 </cat:InvoiceLine> 
</n:Invoice> 

Electronic Documents 



UNECE’s Work for SWs  

UNECE 
Policy  
Rec.s 

UN/CEFACT 

UNECE 
Standards 

UN/CEFACT  

UNECE / 
UNNExT 

Guidelines, 
Briefs, Case 

Studies   

O
utreach and Support 

http://www.unece.org/index.php?eID=tx_cms_showpic&file=uploads/pics/ece_362_01.jpg&md5=4ada891b681700264678df7c19f0e3d5317fd38b&parameters[0]=YTo0OntzOjU6IndpZHRoIjtzOjQ6IjgwMG0iO3M6NjoiaGVpZ2h0IjtzOjQ6IjYw&parameters[1]=MG0iO3M6NzoiYm9keVRhZyI7czo0MToiPGJvZHkgc3R5bGU9Im1hcmdpbjowOyBi&parameters[2]=YWNrZ3JvdW5kOiNmZmY7Ij4iO3M6NDoid3JhcCI7czozNzoiPGEgaHJlZj0iamF2&parameters[3]=YXNjcmlwdDpjbG9zZSgpOyI+IHwgPC9hPiI7fQ==


Starting up a National Trade Facilitation Committee (NTFC)? 

• UNECE Recommendation 4 on National 
Trade Facilitation Committees – with 
Guidelines – just revised this week! 

• UNECE Recommendation 40: Consultation 
Approaches - New 

• UNECE TF Road Map Guide - New 

7 
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tfig.unece.org 

http://tfig.unece.org/


TRAINING WITH THE GUIDE 

9 

The ToT package:  
• Helps organize, conduct and 

evaluate workshops based on 
the Guide 
 

ToT workshops:  
 In the 5 regions of the world 
 

• For whom? 
 Experts/trainers who will train 

policy makers and managers 
involved in TF reforms 

 
 
 



10 

Partnership is Key ! 



 All UNECE and UN/CEFACT 
Recommendations, codes, standards and 
publications are available for free on our 
website at: 
 

– www.unece.org/ 
– www.unece.org/trade 
– www.unece.org/cefact/ 
– tfig.unece.org 

 
E-mail: tom.butterly@unece.org 

 

http://www.unece.org/cefact/
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