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Background
Achieving the Bonn Challenge goal will generate about
~S$ 170 billion per year in net benefits from watershed
protection, improved crop yields and forest products;
- approximately US$ 84 billion per year in net benefits
that could bring direct additional income opportunities for
rural communities; and achieving the 350 million hectare
goal will generate about US$170 billion per year in net
benefits from watershed protection, improved crop yields
and forest products
- sequester up to 1.7 gigatonnes of carbon dioxide
equivalent annually and If we reach the milestone of 350
million hectares of FLR by 2030, an estimated 5.95 GtCO2
could be sequestered.

forest landscape restoration and reduced and avoided
degradation of forests, wetlands, grasslands and
croplands could provide more than one third of the most
cost-effective greenhouse gas mitigation activities
required by 2030 to keep global warming to below 2°C
enhancing adaptive capacity, strengthening resilience
and reduction of vulnerability to climate change.
re-establish connections between different habitats,
thereby facilitating the movement of species; improve
habitat quality etc;
improved provision of ecosystem services (such as
water supply, pollination, erosion control);.

Synergies

Forest Landscape
Restoration
FLR - a long-term process of
regaining ecological functionality and
enhancing human well-being across
deforested and degraded landscapes
comprising overlapping ecological,
social and economic activities and
values.

Nationally Determined Contributions
to the Paris Agreement
FLR is the most effective nature-based
solution for climate change mitigation
through increased carbon sequestration,
conserving and enhancing sinks and
reservoirs of GHGs, including forests and
adaptation through enhancing adaptive
capacity, strengthening resilience to
climate change.

 A hectare figure, a goal year (2020  Total cumulative tCO2 sequestered
through FLR activities; additional
or 2030), type of restoration
benefits e.g. resilience/adaptive
activities aligning with FLR
capacity.
principles.

Land Degradation
Neutrality targets

Aichi Biodiversity targets
Post 2020 Biodiveristy framework

LDN - avoid degradation, reduce
degradation and restore degraded
land. All three aspects are included in
the FLR approach to improve the
condition of affected ecosystems,
combat desertification/land
degradation, promote sustainable land
management.

The restoration and recovery of all natural
ecosystems to realize biodiversity targets Aichi Target 5, Target 7, Target 14, among
others; and,

 Hectares areas under restoration
and the types of FLR - are useful
for achieving LDN targets and
knowing CO2 sequestration
potential of restored areas.

 Key Biodiversity Areas, protected areas,
ecological corridors where FLR activities
are /will be taking place

the ambitions and actions for the post 2020
biodiversity framework.

Commonalities in ‘language’ of type of actions/efforts/ambitions used
across Rio Conventions

Synergies
Bonn Challenge

UNFCCC
Nationally Determined Contributions
(textual narratives used in forest and land based targets, projects and
programmes)

Forest Landscape
Restoration textual
narratives used in
Land Use, Landassessments, projects use Change and
and programmes
Forestry (LULUCF)

planted forests and
woodlots;
natural regeneration
silviculture,
agroforestry,
improved fallow,
mangrove restoration,
watershed protection
and erosion control

REDD+

CBD
UNCCD
Aichi Biodiversity Targets
Land Degradation Neutrality
(textual narratives used in NBSAPs
(textual narratives used in target setting
and projects and programmes)
and projects and programmes)

Agriculture, Forestry and
Other Land Use (AFOLU)

reducing deforestation,
afforestation, reforestation
and forest restoration, forest
management, cropland and
avoid > reduce > reverse land
grazing land management;
degradation; afforestation/
afforestation/
reducing deforestation; revegetation (not equivalent reforestation; woodlot production,
reforestation
to afforestation/
assisted regeneration, sustainable
reducing degradation;
revegetation
enhancing of forest
reforestation); agroforestry forest management, sustainable land
forest
carbon stocks;
(including agropastoral and
management, rangeland and
management
sustainable forest
agrosilvopastoral systems);
agriculture management, trees as
cropland
management;
organic soils/degraded soils buffer zones, afforestation/hillside
management/
sustainable land
terracing, windbreaks, agroforestry,
restoration (e.g. improved
grazing land
management,
fodder reproduction on degraded
fallow), wetland
management,
conservation; reducing restoration/conservation;
pasture land, rehabilitation of
wetland drainage
degraded pastures, home gardens,
improved mixed biomass
degradation
and rewetting
silvo-pastoralism, watershed
production systems (eg.
woody plants cultivated in
management, riparian forests to
shelter belts and riparian
improve riverbank stabilization
zones/buffer strips)

reducing loss, degradation and
fragmentation of habitats;
sustainable forestry, ensuring
conservation of biodiversity;
ecosystem restoration and
restoring degraded habitats,
including highly degraded
ecosystems, areas of particular
importance for ecosystem
services and ecological
connectivity, and areas
undergoing abandonment of
agricultural or other humandominated use, sustainable
production in agricultural land
and rangeland, ensuring
conservation of biodiversity;
reducing pressures on habitats
through sustainable land-use
practices; conserving and
restoring wetlands

Forest Landscape Restoration Potential
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From pledges to …… planning ……………scaling ………………………….. Tracking!

172+ Million has of
pledges

62 Countries/

Subnational governments/
Private organizations

450+ Million hectares

Assessed

160+ Million hectares

with restoration priorities so
far with associated estimates
on climate, biodiversity and
socio-economic benefits

50+ Countries/jurisdictions

19 Countries/jurisdictions included in

Bonn Challenge Progress Report (2019)
 13 jurisdictions reporting on area under restoration ~
43.7 Mha ~ 56 % implementation rate
 5 pilot countries:
 Area under restoration: 27.385 Mha.
 Financial flows: ~ USD 10.6 billion
 Economic impact: 354,000 short/long term jobs
 Biodiversity impacts: Restoration in PAs or
KBAs & buffer zones
 Climate impacts: 1.379 billion tonnes CO2e
sequestered.

Contribution to NDCs:
Current land – use CO2
Restored land – use CO2

https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/file
s/documents/2015-013.pdf

Contribution to LDN:

https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/48515

Contribution to Biodiversity
Malawi: restoration planning in KBA

El Salvador: Restoration implementation in
PAs or KBAs and buffer zones.

https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/conte
nt/documents/2018/flr-aichi36x24sm.pdf

Contribution to SDGs

https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/content/docume
nts/forest_landscape_restoration_pathways_to_ac
hieving_the_sdgs.pdf

advantages:
Capturing synergies to
enhance ambition or action to
the Bonn Challenge, NDCs,
LDN, port 2020 biodiversity
framework

– Improved resource-use efficiency through demonstrated
complementarity to achieve the common objectives
– Reduced risk of contradictory policies and investments
– Maximised societal benefits or ecosystem services
– Reduced risk of sector- specific priorities in silos

If these restoration ambitions
are met, they will sequester
millions of tons of carbon
dioxide; and contribute to
achieving climate mitigation
targets of the countries.
Achieving these goals would
also benefit biodiversity,
land degradation neutrality
goals, and sustainable
development goals.

– Enhanced planning for mainstreaming priorities in sectoral
ministries (e.g. National Action Programmes (UNCCD NAPs);
National Adaptation Plans of Action (UNFCCC NAPAs); National
Appropriate Mitigation Actions (UNFCCC NAMAs); NBSAPs (CBD))
– Securing leadership and commitments across sectors
– Enhanced inter-sectoral dialogues and knowledge exchange
– Streamlining national reporting to Rio Conventions, Bonn Challenge
(e.g. Barometer of global restoration progress)

Bonn Challenge and Paris Agreement: the 2020 milestones
– raising ambitions, empowering climate action
•

Nature-based Solutions hold significant potential of achieving 30% of the mitigation outcomes needed by 2050.
Forest landscape restoration is the most effective Nature-based Solutions for climate change mitigation.

•

At least 66% of Paris Agreement signatories include Nature-based Solutions in their NDCs, but only around 17% of
NDCs set quantifiable and robust targets;

•

As of 2018, 41 of the 46 Bonn Challenge countries had included targets for restoration in their NDCs. However, the
majority of those targets are not quantifiable and/or lack references to type of actions for implementation.

•

This suggests that considerable potential remains for countries to strengthen the role of NbS in future NDCs and to
fully integrate quantifiable and robust FLR targets into the 2020 NDCs.

•

Countries cannot afford to miss these opportunities to reduce GHG emissions, because the potential is immense: if
countries in ECCA region incorporate their voluntary Bonn Challenge/ECCA30 pledges into their NDCs, 30
million hectares of increased ambition across NDCs could be generated.

•

2020 is the first goal year of the Bonn Challenge. The NDC 2020 milestone offers an opportunity for countries to
capitalize on existing and new restoration commitments and quantifiable actions. This integrated ambition could
leverage climate funding to close the finance gaps in climate action and restoration; and it can help in
aligning sectoral policies and investments and achieve broader uptake by the stakeholders.

Griscom et al., 2017; Bestin et al., 2019; Oxford, IUCN 2019; IUCN, 2018, 2019.

https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites
/library/files/documents/2019-030En.pdf

Financing forest landscape restoration
Public finance
 Tax policy, laws and incentives
 Green infrastructure
 Tourism, etc.
International finance
 Green Climate Fund (GCF): forest and land-based solutions to climate change.
 Adaptation Fund (AF)
 Global Environmental Facility (GEF): biodiversity, land degradation, climate mitigation
 Climate Investment Funds (CIF)
 IKI calls – thematic (e.g. he Paris Agreement in action, Decade of Ecosystem
Restoration, + countries (e.g. Ukraine, Turkey etc).
 MDBs – World Bank, The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD),
The European Investment Bank (EIB),
 LDN fund
 Bilateral development cooperation: OECD
Private finance
 Companies Sustainability initiatives
 Impact funds
 Banks – loans, bonds.
Others
 Foundations
 Private Individuals.

Financing forest landscape restoration
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uzi
AonznmQ0
Mobilising Private Capital for Land and
Restoration Ecosystem
https://www.globallandscapesforum.or
g/presentation/mobilising-privatecapital-for-land-and-restorationecosystem/
ProGREEN (World Bank)
https://www.worldbank.org/en/program
s/progreen

GEF funding for forest landscape restoration
GEF6 The Restoration Initiative: to contribute to the restoration and maintenance of critical landscapes to provide global
environmental benefits and enhanced resilient economic development and livelihoods, in support of the Bonn Challenge.
• Total ~ USD 300 million
• Country/Region: 10 Asian and African countries
• IUCN, FAO, UNEP
• https://www.iucn.org/theme/forests/projects/restoration-initiative-tri
GEF Seventh Replenishment: GEF7 introduces Impact programmes to upscale forest landscape restoration
 Food Systems, Land Use and Restoration (FOLUR) Impact Program: USD 430 million
• contribute toward the restoration of 6 million hectares of land; the improvement of management practices in 123 million
hectares of landscapes; and the mitigation of an expected 350 million metric tons of CO2 eq. emissions.
• GEF’s Sustainable Forest Management (SFM) Impact Program: USD 260 million
GEF Blended Finance: sustainable forestry and land restoration.
 Coalition for Private Sector Investment in Conservation (CPIC): USD 8 million
• to facilitate expanded private investment in support of conservation under improved management of landscapes and
seascapes; 400,000 hectares under sustainable land management, and 300,000 tCO2e emissions mitigated
 Moringa Agro-Forestry Fund for Africa: USD 12 million
• targets 79,000 hectares to maintain significant biodiversity and associated ecosystems goods and services, and more
than 200,000 hectares of production systems under sustainable land and forest management. The project is expected to
yield GHG emissions benefits of 9.5 million tons CO2e
• GEF7 non-grant instrument expands blended finance to 136$ million
GEF in numbers: 435 projects supporting sustainable forest management

GEF, 2019; IUCN. n.d.;

Biodiversity, Climate
Change Mitigation and
Land Degradation –
GEF focal areas.

GCF funding for forest landscape restoration

Total Financing (GCF grant, without co-financing): USD 137.9 million

GCF impact areas to deliver mitigation
and adaptation:
1. Low-emission energy access and
power generation
2. Low-emission transport
3. Energy efficient buildings, cities and
industries
4. Sustainable land use and forest
management
5. Enhanced livelihoods of the most
vulnerable people, communities,
and regions
6. Increased health and well-being,
and food and water security
7. Resilient infrastructure and built
environment to climate change
threats
8. Resilient ecosystems

Thank you
For more info:
Salome.Begeladze@iucn.org
Boris.ERG@iucn.org
www.infoflr.org
www.iucn.org/forest
forests@iucn.org
twitter: @iucn_forests

