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The FAO Forest Resources Assessment defines forest ownership as: 

“[Forest ownership] generally refers to the legal right to freely and 
exclusively use, control, transfer, or otherwise benefit from a forest. 
Ownership can be acquired through transfers such as sales, donations, 
and inheritance” 

FAO furthermore adds the following explanatory note to its definition:

“Forest ownership refers to the ownership of the trees growing on land 
classified as forest, regardless of whether or not the ownership of these 
trees coincides with the ownership of the land itself”

THE MEANING OF FOREST OWNERSHIP
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THE MEANING OF FOREST OWNERSHIP

Public forest Private forest

State at national level
State at sub-national government scale
Local government

Individuals and families
Private business entities
Private institutions
Tribal and indigenous communities
Other private common ownership

Unknown ownership

Semi-public
Semi-private



WHO IS THE FOREST OWNER?

Types of forest owners
• Traditional or rural forest owners 
• Urban forest owners 
• Non-traditional forest owners
• (New forest owners)

Legislative frameworks
• Forest Management
• Property Rights
• Tenure Rights (statutory and customary)



Property Rights
• Access rights 
• Withdrawal rights 
• Management rights 
• Exclusion rights 
• Alienation rights 

Tenure Rights
• Owners
• Proprietors
• Claimants
• Authorized users
• Authorized entrants

Forest Management



• Basic terms, concepts and classification schemes for forest ownership 
demonstrates that the related issues are complex and that a careful use of 
the terms is needed in order to avoid confusion and/or misunderstanding.

• Terms which characterize forest ownership are not always used consistently 
across countries and institutions/organizations.

• Improving the availability, standardization and harmonization of official 
national statistics, as related to forest ownership, is urgently needed

Conclusions
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Thank you!


