
.

UNECE Water Convention

Water-Forests links

Dr. Annukka Lipponen

Environmental Affairs Officer

UN Economic Commission for Europe

Convention of the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes



A living instrument

Signed in 1992, into force 
1996

Opened to all UN Member 
States

42 Parties

Objective: to protect and 
ensure the quantity, quality and 
sustainable use of 
transboundary water resources 
by  facilitating cooperation

The Convention is based on three 
main pillars:

• Principle of prevention

• Principle of reasonable and 
equitable utilization

• Principle of cooperation

A sound

legal

framework

An active 

institutional

framework

Acitivities and 

projects on the 

ground

Support to transboundary water 

cooperation thanks to:



UNECE Water Convention and its 
programme of Work 2019-2021

Programme of Work to be 
- discussed at the 
Working Group on 
IWRM 28-30 May 2018
- adopted by the 
Meeting of the Parties
10-12 October 2018

Supports also the 
implementation of the 
United Nations Strategic 
Plan for Forests 2017–2030



Towards better cooperation and policy
coherence in transboundary basins: 
assessment of intersectoral links, trade-offs & benefits

• A series of intersectoral assessments of the “nexus” considering water 
resources, energy, land/agriculture and ecosystems has been carried out 
under the UNECE Water Convention

• The specifically designed participatory assessment methodology which 
involves application of fit-for-purpose tools adapts to the context and the 
specific issues; application to 5 transboundary basins demonstrates value 
for engaging different sectors into a dialogue

• Main intersectoral issues and possible solutions jointly identified

• Task Force on the Water-Food-Energy-Ecosystems Nexus guides the 
work; provides oversight and a forum for exchanging experience

• A methodology publication, basin assessments and policy briefs published



Examples about
intersectoral issues (1):
Alazani/Ganykh Basin: 

Energy sector policy and action, and 
forest management/protection, in a key 
role in the possible response:

Facilitate access to modern energy 
sources and energy trade

Control illegal wood harvesting

-> benefits through reduced erosion, to 
hydrological regime, to ecosystems

-> reduced impacts from flash floods



Examples about nexus issues (2):
Drina River Basin, Western Balkans

Highlights the role and value of 
ecosystems, including forests, in 
opportunities for rural development, 
based on sustainable agriculture (agri-
environmental measures, traditional 
agricultural products, organic 
agriculture), eco-tourism and renewable 
energy (including biofuel potential) 
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On-going work on the greater Drin River 
Basin (GEF project)

Long-term support to cooperation on IWRM by GWP and UNECE in the 
Drin Basin in the Western Balkans to foster transboundary cooperation

Main foci

1. Hydropower flow regulation, and flood management

2. Biomass production, forest management, and ecosystem services

Regarding 2, selected questions related to forests to be explored

• Illegal logging: extent, areas most at risk, the main uses driving logging, 
the role of energy demand in driving wood consumption.

• The impact of forest degradation on water resources? We are looking 
for evidence.

• Traditional biomass use vs modern bioenergy. Success stories of value 
chain modernization in the region?

• Funding mechanisms available to propose sustainable forest 
management in the region? EU/global/ SEE funding available? If yes, is 
modern bioenergy a clever proposal to put forward?



Enhancing climate resilience and adaptive capacity in 
the transboundary Chu-Talas basin (Kyrgyzstan-

Kazakhstan)

Overall objective: increase adaptive capacity in the transboundary Chu-Talas 

basin to climate change impacts



Enhancing climate resilience and adaptive capacity in the 
transboundary Chu-Talas basin (Kyrgyzstan-Kazakhstan)

Components:

1.Strategic document on climate change adaptation

2.Pilot adaptation measures

3.Information and awareness raising campaign

Support for pilot adaptation measures

•Floodplain forest restoration (ecologically valuable and local species, suitability 

under changing climate, economic benefits for the local population)

•Water efficiency in agriculture trainings

•Dam safety monitoring system



Conclusions

• Ecosystems approach inherent to the Water Convention. Reflected in 
the Programme of Work. 

• Links currently mainly related to adaptation to climate change and 
water-food-energy ecosystems nexus (basin assessments) 

• The Convention’s focal points in ministries responsible for 
(transboundary) water management: environment, natural resources, 
agriculture (and forestry). In some activities, a broader participation has 
been sought

• Advice and information from the Forestry and Timber Section much 
appreciated (thanks for the support)

• Sustainable forest management guidance promoted in the outputs of 
the relevant projects 

• Subject to interest, there are further cooperation opportunities

• More information: http://www.unece.org/env/water/


