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Summary 

In accordance with its mandate, the Working Party is expected to provide guidance to Work Area 2: 

Policy Dialogue and Advice. This document provides information about activities in this work area 

since the Working Party’s last session in March 2017, as well as plans for 2018, drawing the Working 

Party’s attention to any specific issues where guidance is needed. Activities in Work Area 2 for the 

year 2019 will be made available in document 5 and discussed under Agenda Item 5. 
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I. Forest Policy  

A. Implementation by the secretariat 

1. The joint session of the ECE Committee on Forests and the Forest Industry (COFFI) and FAO 

European Forestry Commission (EFC) – Las2017 – was held in Warsaw, Poland, from 9 to 13 

October 2017. More than 280 participants attended the meeting. In addition to separate COFFI and 

EFC matters, the joint session discussed policy and technical issues relevant to forestry in the 

region, in particular global and regional policy developments and their regional implications, the 

global Forest Resources Assessment 2020, forest products and services, markets and investments; 

and adopted the Warsaw Integrated Programme of Work 2018-21 of COFFI and EFC, including 

new Terms of References of the Joint Working Party and Team of Specialists (ToS). The name of 

the ToS on Forest Policy changed to: Team of Specialist on Forest Policy (Forest Policy Network). 

2. The Commission and the Committee requested ECE and FAO, within their existing mandates, to 

continue to support country implementation of the SDGs and the 2030 Agenda as they relate to 

forests, and the United Nations Strategic Plan for Forests 2017-2030 in cooperation with the 

Collaborative Partnership on Forests members; to update member States and other stakeholders on 

the forest-related global and regional policy developments, building also on the input from the 

ECE/FAO Team of Specialists on Forest Policy; to contribute to the achievement of SDGs and the 

United Nations Strategic Plan for Forests 2017-2030 implementation and review process; and to 

continue forest monitoring and outlook work in the region. Delegates also expressed their 

appreciation on the improved cooperation in the region and stressed the importance of continuing to 

undertake joint activities while avoiding overlaps and to enhance synergies. 

3. The Joint Section is finalizing the study on Forests and Water: Valuation and Payments for Forest 

Ecosystem Services (should be published in mid- 2018). The objectives of this study are to further 

improve understanding of the ways in which payments for ecosystem services schemes can be 

applied to forests, in particular focusing on forest hydrological functions for the mutual benefit of 

both humans and the environment. In addition, the study covers progress and challenges facing 

these schemes and provides practical guidance for policymakers and practitioners. By analysing 

enabling frameworks at the international, regional and national level, this study shows that countries 

can build on cross-cutting initiatives and replicate local best practices to counter the sporadic and 

weak integration of payment for ecosystem services legislation at the national level. The amendment 

and/or integration of existing ecosystem-related legislation might be an alternative solution to the 

development of brand new payment for ecosystem services-specific legislation. In addition to 

promoting an understanding of the wide range of values related to watershed services of forests, the 

study assesses the governance, design and funding sources of various payments for watershed 

services schemes. Moreover, it contains the most comprehensive database on case studies on the 

topic that is currently available for the UNECE region. The development of the study was supported 

by the ECE, FAO, the European Environment Agency, the Western University Canada (Canada), 

and the University of Padua (Italy). This study benefited from the generous financial support of the 

Russian Federation and Switzerland. The UNECE/FAO website has been updated in 2016 to reflect 

examples supporting the study (http://www.unece.org/forests/areas-of-work/policy-dialogue-and-

advice/ecosystem-services and http://www.unece.org/forests/areas-of-work/policy-dialogue-and-

advice/ecosystem-services/table-of-case-studies). 

4. The secretariat dedicated some time to the issue of certification in the past year. The first output was 

the annual update on the state of certification in chapter 2 of the Forest Products Annual Market 

Review 2016-2017. The Review does not have a dedicated chapter on forest certification since 2012. 

In the past years the information on forest certification was included in the chapter on forest policy. 

Despite this reduced focus on certification, the Review remains a “neutral” annual report on the 

development of certification of sustainable forest management and chain of custodies of forest 

products. The main issue highlighted in the Review is the increasing area of forest certified by more 

than one certification scheme. Data for forest under multiple certification was thoroughly checked 

for the first time in 2017 and the global total was estimated at 429 million hectares, a decline of 3 

http://www.unece.org/forests/areas-of-work/policy-dialogue-and-advice/ecosystem-services/table-of-case-studies
http://www.unece.org/forests/areas-of-work/policy-dialogue-and-advice/ecosystem-services/table-of-case-studies
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million hectares from the previous reporting period. Nearly 69 million hectares are certified under 

more than one scheme. 

5. Multiple certification was discussed at the roundtable on Forest certification in the UNECE region – 

are there any limits? The roundtable was organized as part of the International Conference Marianske 

Lazne +70 on 5 to 7 September 2017 to celebrate seventy years of fruitful ECE COFFI and FAO EFC 

cooperation on forests. The discussion was held under the Chatham House rules and offered member 

States the opportunity to discuss the current issues related to forest certification with a broad range of 

stakeholders, such as certification schemes, forest owners, private sector companies, etc. The items 

discussed included requirements for certification, the related processes for obtaining certificates and 

their cost, and how to better facilitate certification for small and medium-sized forest-based 

enterprises. Key points from the roundtable discussion are summarized in the report of the event 

[www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/timber/meetings/20170905/MarianskeLazneReport.pdf]. 

B. Meetings /Events (excluding capacity building1) 

Ministerial Roundtable on Forest Landscape Restoration and the Bonn Challenge in the 

Caucasus and Central Asia 

6. The Joint Section, in cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Kazakhstan and 

the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and with the financial support of Germany, 

is organising a Ministerial Roundtable on Forest Landscape Restoration and the Bonn Challenge in the 

Caucasus and Central Asia, which will be held in Astana, Kazakhstan on 21-22 July 2018. The 

Roundtable seeks to discuss challenges, identify solutions and enhance commitments towards forest 

landscape restoration in the Caucasus and Central Asia and will be instrumental in furthering regional 

efforts. The event will bring together Ministers from UNECE member States in the region, namely 

Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, as 

well as high-level representatives of international organizations, senior Bonn Challenge partners from 

the international and the donor community, prominent experts and selected observers. The Ministerial 

Roundtable is the first opportunity to align national and regional efforts in the Caucasus and Central 

Asia with the international Bonn Challenge - a global effort to bring 350 million ha of degraded and 

deforested land into restoration by 2030. It is expected that the Ministerial Roundtable will result in the 

adoption of a Ministerial Declaration that identifies the priorities for action in the coming years and 

reaffirms the commitment of member States to the global Bonn Challenge. 

Follow-up to the Rovaniemi Action Plan for the Forest Sector in a Green Economy and the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

7. During the reporting period, the Joint Section continued promoting and supporting the implementation of 

the Rovaniemi Action Plan for the Forest Sector in a Green Economy (RAP). For instance the RAP was 

presented at the Rovaniemi Arctic Spirit Conference during the panel: Resilience and Sustainable 

Bioeconomy in the Artic, on 16 of November 2017. 

8. The section, under the guidance of the Team of Specialists on Forest Policy, undertook the mid-term review 

of the Rovaniemi Action Plan. Guidance for the remaining period of implementation will be developed 

during a workshop on the Mid-Term Review of the Rovaniemi Action Plan for the Forest Sector in a Green 

Economy, held on 13-14 February 2018 in Geneva, Switzerland. In the context of this review, the section 

prepared a detailed overview of the RAP actions implemented by the section so far (please see Annex to 

agenda item 4 (b): http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/timber/meetings/2018/20180322/Annex_4b.pdf). 

  

1 Capacity building related events are reported in document 4d  
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Regional Forum on Sustainable Development for the ECE Region 

9. The Joint Section is organising a roundtable discussion on Sustainable forest management and the 

SDGs during the Regional Forum on Sustainable Development for the UNECE Region in Geneva 

on 1 March. This roundtable will look at how sustainable forest management and practices have 

helped countries in different areas of development, and specifically in the achievement of forest-

related SDGs. It will consider practical examples of policies and tools developed by some countries 

to enhance the contribution of sustainable development to forest-related SDGs, assess their 

replicability in other contexts and discuss lessons learned. The results of the roundtable will be 

transmitted to the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development 2018 as part of the SDG 

Regional Forum chair’s brief. 

United Nations Forum on Forests Process 

10. The Joint Section is also following the UNFF process and implementation of the United Nations 

Strategic Plan for Forests 2017-2030. The Joint Section participated in the 12th session of United 

Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF 12) in 1-5 May 2017 in New York, which was convened four 

days after the UN General Assembly adoption of the first ever UN Strategic Plan for Forests 2017-

2030. During the session, the secretariat delivered a joint statement with Forest Europe and stressed 

the importance of longstanding partnerships in the Pan-European region as a key to strengthening 

technical and policy work on forests in the region. 

11. The Joint Section participated in the Expert Meeting on Regional and Sub-Regional Input to the 

United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF), which was held in 20-21 November 2017, at United 

Nations Office (UNON), Nairobi, Kenya. The main objective of the expert group meeting was to 

enhance the contribution of the regional and sub-regional partners to the implementation of the 

United Nations Strategic Plan for Forests 2017-2030 and the associated four-year Programme of 

Work (4PoW). In this context, the expert meeting discussed the format and content of written input 

to UNFF sessions, including a possible dedicated questionnaire and provision of substantive input of 

the Forum to the HLPF 2018. 

C. National Forest Policy Dialogue  

12. No formal national policy dialogue meeting took place during the reporting period. However, the 

Joint Section had informal consultations with the Kyrgyz Republic in January 2018. Discussions 

were focused on the evaluation of the National Forest Policy and revisions to the strategic direction 

of the forest sector in the country. The consultation was held with national forestry agencies and 

international partners supporting the forestry sector policy reform process (the World Bank and the 

Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit GmbH (GIZ)). The meeting included a 

press conference: http://eco.akipress.org//news:1429926  

D. Forest Europe/Green Jobs 

13. On 27-28 June 2017, in Bratislava, Slovak Republic, Forest Europe and the UNECE/FAO Forestry 

and Timber Section organized a joint workshop under the auspices of the Minister of Agriculture and 

Rural Development of the Slovak Republic. The workshop focused on new green forest job 

opportunities, identifying new skills needed by the forest sector, and promoting health, safety, 

education, equity and gender equality in the forest sector workforce. The workshop was opened by 

Ms Gabriela Matečná, Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development of the Slovak Republic. The 

Minister stressed the urgent need to attract a workforce with diverse skillsets, allowing the forest 

sector to play an important role in the context of green economy and sustainable development. 

Participants identified the key challenges, as well as policies, tools and mechanisms to address them. 

The core of the discussions during four parallel sessions covered the following substantive topics: 

 Occupational health and safety of forest workers; 

 Education and training to develop the needed new skills in the forest sector; 

 Social equity and gender equality; 

 Creating green job opportunities in the forest sector. 

http://eco.akipress.org/news:1429926
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E. Team of Specialists on Forest Policy (Forest Policy Network)  

14. The 4th meeting of the Team of Specialists on Forest Policy will take place in Geneva immediately 

following the workshop on the Mid-term review of the Rovaniemi Action Plan (13 - 14 February 

2018). The ToS will review the global and regional policy developments with a view to share 

information and discuss potential contributions to the forestry related SDGs within the scope of 

Warsaw Integrated Programme of Work (specifically SDG 15, 12, 13, 7). The Team will also hold a 

brainstorming session on Creating a European forest partnership on a voluntary basis to improve 

coordination and cooperation between international organisations in Europe (RAP E.1.3) in 

addition to other agenda items. The ToS will report to the Working Party after the annual meeting. 

F. Key questions for guidance and discussion 

15. The Working Party is invited to: 

a. Provide guidance and advice to the ToS on Forest Policy on the priorities of its 

proposed work. 

b. Provide guidance on the creation of a European forest partnership on a 

voluntary basis to improve coordination and cooperation between 

international organisations in Europe (RAP E.1.3) 

c. Provide guidance and advice on how the secretariat could support national 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda within the scope of WIPoW, and 

contribute to the implementation of the UNFF Strategic Plan. 



40th Session Joint UNECE/FAO Working Party on Forest Statistics, Economics and Management (4b) 

6 

II. Forest Sector Outlook  

A. Implementation by the secretariat  

16. The Joint Section, in coordination with the Team of Specialists on Forest Sector Outlook, organized 

a workshop on Brainstorming for the next ECE/FAO Forest Sector Outlook Study in Geneva, on 23-

34 January 2018. Participants included representatives from ministries and forest agencies, research 

institutes, the private sector and international organizations. 

17. The objective of the workshop was to brainstorm and discuss possible aspects and policy questions 

to be covered by the next Forest Sector Outlook Study (FSOS). In addition, participants discussed 

general aspects, such as: geographic coverage, time horizon, possible contributions, financing, and 

next steps. The leaders of the ToS on Forest Sector Outlook, Mr. Mart-Jan Schelhaas, Mr. Jeffrey 

Prestemon and Mr. Paolo Camin updated the meeting participants on the Team’s current activities.  

18. The discussion of the potential outlook study topics was organized in interactive group sessions. 

The starting point was a presentation on a range of key developments that are predicted to occur 

globally by the year 2050. Participants divided into three groups to brainstorm on the question: 

“what could be significantly different about forests and forest products in 2050 in the three 

dimensions: environment, society and economy”. After two group rotations, participants selected 

key aspects and policy questions. These results were compared to the policy questions that had been 

developed for the Committee meeting in Kazan 2014 and debated in the Outlook ToS meetings in 

Arona and Brussels in 2015. Participants also rated aspects and policy questions regarding impact, 

likelihood and interest for policy makers. The highest rated topics were then discussed in more 

detail, covering: measurement of effects, possible scenarios, modelling, data availability and 

limitations. Results are documented in the meeting report. Aspects that received the most attention 

included the following: 

 Climate change (impacts, mitigation, carbon sink in wood products); 

 Energy (potential of wood energy, impact of possible alternative energy source, etc.); 

 Effects of significant non-ECE demand changes; 

 Increased demand for wood fibre; 

 Circular economy; 

 Sustainable Development Goals as a possible framework for the study. 

19. The meeting agenda, presentations, pictures and the meeting report can be found on the 

UNECE/FAO website: www.unece.org/forests/outlookjan2018. 

20. The workshop also covered the issue of financing the next FSOS. The Joint Section thanked 

Switzerland and Russia for their financial contribution for the development of the next outlook 

study. The secretariat noted that the majority of the funds needed for the next FSOS are not yet 

secured. The representatives of Finland and Sweden confirmed their interest in contributing to the 

FSOS work. 

21. With the input from the brainstorming workshop and in close cooperation with the Team of 

Specialists on Forest Sector Outlook, the secretariat worked on a proposal for the next FSOS, with a 

project description, an updated timeline as well as possible scenarios and policy questions to be 

included. The aim is to start the work on the outlook in the months following the 40th session of the 

Working Party, to have preliminary results available in 2019, while the final publication is likely to 

be issued in 2020. This timeline is purely indicative at the time of writing this document and will be 

refined during the meeting of the Team of Specialists prior to the 40th session of the Working Party. 

The timeline is dependent on the financial resources available for the development of the study. At 

present, the secretariat is seeking additional financial and in-kind contributions and would like to 

inform the Joint Working Party about the availability of a multi-donor project set up by the 

secretariat to facilitate funding by member States. 
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B. Team of Specialists on Forest Sector Outlook 

22. The core group of the ToS contributed significantly to develop the agenda and prepare the workshop 

in Geneva in January 2018, and strongly supported the development of the proposal for the next 

FSOS.  

23. The ToS on Forest Sector Outlook will meet on 21 March 2018, prior to the Working Party. It is the 

first meeting of the Team since the approval of the Team of Specialists and the Terms of References 

for the period 2018-2019 by UNECE’s Executive Committee. The Team will therefore provide a 

complete and updated report to the Working Party only on 22 March 2018. 

24. One of the main items of the ToS meeting is to discuss the timeline and specific outputs that will be 

presented to the Working Party for discussion and approval. With the increasing momentum in 

developing the outlook study, the ToS will very likely meet at least one more time during 2018.  

 

C. Key questions for guidance and discussion 

25. The Working Party is invited to: 

a. Inform the secretariat about current or planned activities in member States 

regarding outlook studies; 

b. Provide guidance regarding priorities for policy issues and questions to be 

covered by the next FSOS; 

c. Provide recommendations to the secretariat on how best cooperate with other 

relevant organizations and stakeholders; 

d. Consider supporting the next Outlook Study through in-kind and financial 

contributions. 

________ 


