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Annex 1

Developments in the FAO Global Forest Resources Assessment
Reference to the Note of Secretariat on Guidance of Work Area 2: Forest resources assessment
and indicators of sustainable forest management in the region

1. 
FAO’s global forest resources assessments, made at about five to ten year intervals, have evolved over time to respond to changing information needs. The 20th Session of the Committee on Forestry (COFO) requested FAO to prepare a long-term strategy for the global forest resources assessment process consistent with sustainable funding. FAO has developed a document outlining a draft strategy and that explains the objectives, activities and outputs for the period 2012-2030. 

2.
The draft strategy envisages that the main FRA activities in the period covered by the strategy would focus on:

(a)
continuing and strengthening country reporting process with concentrating work on improvement of quality and credibility of data provided through a network of officially nominated national correspondents;
(b)
further developing remote sensing to support national forest resources assessment and reporting;

(c)
working with countries and partners to harmonize and where possible streamline reporting mechanisms;
(d)
building and strengthening the capacity of countries to improve information essential for sustainable forest management;

(e)
adapting the methodologies and specific variables to changing needs of member countries and international processes;

(f)
tailoring the extent of data, analytical tools and dissemination approaches to the needs of key FRA user groups.

3. 
The strategy was a subject of discussion of several technical meetings, including the global Expert Consultation on “A Long-term Strategy for Global Forest Resources Assessment” Pajulahti, Finland, 13-15 September, 2011, and consultations with the FAO regional commissions. The final version of the document will be presented to the 21st  Session of COFO, in September 2012.

4.
The first findings from a new, satellite-based, FAO global remote sensing survey were released in November 2011. The results showed that the world's total forest area in 2005 was 3.69 billion hectares (30 percent of the global land area), which was less than 4.06 billion hectares reported on the basis of national reporting for FRA 2010. However; the new findings suggest that the rate of world deforestation averaged 14.5 million hectares per year between 1990 and 2005, which is consistent with previous estimates. The gross reduction in forest area was partially offset by gains through afforestation and natural forest expansion (10.1 million hectares per year between 1990 and 2000 and 8.8 million hectares per year between 2000 and 2005). This resulted in net losses of 4.9 million hectares of forests per year between 1990 and 2005.

5. 
The figures presented in the remote sensing survey are based on the most comprehensive use yet of high-resolution satellite data to provide a sample of forests worldwide, verified by national and international experts. They differ from previous FAO findings in the Global Forest Resources Assessment 2010 (FRA 2010), which were based on a compilation of country reports that used a wide variety of sources. Although the observed difference partly could be attributed to the differences between methodologies for these two assessments, uneven distribution of these differences among regions indicates the need for further exploration of reasons of this divergence. This is particularly important for sending consistent information to other sectors and public, which may be not aware of detailed, technical and methodological aspects of reporting.

6. The release of the final report of the Global Forest Resources Assessment (FRA) 2010 was followed by dissemination and communication activities. As in previous cycles, the main outcomes, graphs and tables were made available through a special website. For the first time all data delivered by countries was published in the form of an interactive database, compatible with the format in which SoEF data was presented, available on http://www.fao.org/forestry/fra/fra2010/en/. FRA 2010 outreach activities also included preparation of the second edition of the "Natural Inquirer" - education material aiming at dissemination of information about global forests among young people. The 2010 edition, which was prepared in cooperation with the US Forest Service, provides basic data, tools and support material for students and teachers.

7.
At its 20th session COFO decided that the next Global Forest Resources Assessment 2015 would be undertaken. The overall shape of the next assessment should fit to the framework delineated by the long-term FRA strategy, which includes intensification of work on streamlining and, wherever possible, harmonising of data collection and reporting.  Answering this request, the FAO has initiated the process leading towards preparation of the 2015 report with active participation of Criteria and Indicators processes and other relevant organisations.

8. 
The current process is carried out with involvement of a “Consortium of the Willing” – a group of organizations that are open to active consolidation of data collection, leading to Collaborative Forest Resources Questionnaire (CFRQ) and data sharing plan. In addition to the FAO the "Consortium" consists of International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO), Forest Europe, Montréal Process, Observatoire des Forêts d’Afrique Centrale (OFAC) and the UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber Section. It is expected that successful resolution of identified problems and development of a system of joint data collection and sharing would significantly improve the current situation.  Potential benefits would include:

a)
reduction of overlap and duplication of efforts in reporting;

b)
limited inconsistencies between different reporting on the same topics;

c)
reduction of costs and efforts of data collection;

d)
reduction of ambiguity in interpretation of data;

e)
provision of consistent figures on global forests that would allow joint elaboration and communication of the common messages/key findings to the “outside world”.

9.
The preparatory process has included a series of workshops and consultations organised by FAO and other participants that worked out the main proposal for organisation of CFRQ 2015. It is anticipated that the future reporting will consist of three modules:

a) 
Joint Questionnaire, comprising variables agreed to by the "Consortium";

b) 
supplementary global enquiry, asking for information requested by FAO;

c) 
sets of regional enquiries, that would request, in addition to the Joint Questionnaire, information relevant to the individual C&I processes.

Data collection will be organised in the harmonised way, there should be no duplication in requested data and inconsistencies in definitions among the modules. The process of data production, collection and review will be streamlined as well as ensuring a "single window" for data providers and collectors.

10.
In order to provide for a more comprehensive assessment of the implementation of SFM, the FRA 2015 will report the area of the world’s forests where SFM is practiced. The challenge for the FRA community (information providers, managers and users) is to agree on a practical and credible method for each country to identify and report its progress in the application of the principles of SFM. The approach being considered envisages that the FRA will request information about the area of forest where SFM is practiced through a government led/managed/sanctioned process, classified by different levels of strictness and enforcement of management.

11. 
It is expected that the main outcome of the process - the report "Global Forests Resources Assessment 2015" will be launched at the World Forestry Congress in Durban, September 2015. Processes and organisations taking part in the "Consortium" were invited to participate in the production of the main report. The suggested milestones on the way towards the final publications on the global levels are:

a)
development of the global data collection formats -  by the end of 2012;

b)
launch of national reporting - April 2013;

c)
country reporting finalised - by the end of 2013;

d)
analysis and report writing – by the end of 2014;

e)
launch of FRA key findings – 1st quarter of 2015.

12.
Information presented in this note is based on the information available at the time of release of this document. The organisation, contents, reference year and further details of this process will be topic of a global FRA consultation, which will be held in Ispra, Italy, on 11-15 March 2012, i.e. after the release of this note. The final results of the meeting and expected recommendations for the process, will be presented to the Working Party orally.
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