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Activities

• The European Forest Sector Outlook Study II (EFSOS II) was published in 
September 2011

• A series of Discussion Papers accompany EFSOS II, providing more details 
on methods and findings. These are:

• Economic Modeling and Projections of Wood Products Demand, Supply and Trade in 
Europe

• The Method of the Wood Resource Balance
• Analyzing the impacts on the European forest sector of increased use of wood for 

energy
• European forest resource development
• Competitiveness of the European Forest Sector

• The North American Forest Sector Outlook Study (NAFSOS) has been 
completed and is available electronically at: 
http://www.unece.org/forests/outlook/outputs

• The FAO/UNECE Russian Federation Forest Sector Outlook Study 
(RFFSOS) should be finalized and published in mid-2012
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During 2011-12, presentations to national or international professional meetings were 
made. EFSOS II was presented at:

• Informal Meeting of the EU Forestry and Nature Directors General held in Ryn, 
Poland, 28-29 September 2011:

• Fifteenth meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological 
Advice of the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD SBSTTA 15), 
held in Montreal, Canada, 7-11 November 2011;

• National Forest Policy Dialogue: from International Perspectives to National Policy 
held in Paris, France, 8 December 2011;

• Forests 2030: Policy Talk on the Future of Forests in Europe and North America” held 
in Geneva, Switzerland, 13 December 2011;

• European Commission Biomass Sustainability Criteria - Informal Member States 
meeting held in Brussels, Belgium, 23 January 2012;

• WWF Bioenergy webinar, 7 February 2012;
• European Pellet Conference held in Wels, Austria, 29 February 2012;
• Latvian Ministry of Agriculture “Iepazisties-koks” event held in Riga, Latvia, 2 March 

2012

Dissemination and outreach
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Dissemination activities
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Delegates are invited to take note of the above 
activities and: 

a) inform the Working Party of any other 
initiatives taken or planned to promote 
discussion of the issues raised by EFSOS II
b) suggest further opportunities for reaching out 
to other sectors and working with actors in those 
areas
c) provide advice on funding and development of 
outreach and communication activities

Dissemination and Outreach
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• Delegates to the Working Party and members of the team are 
invited to make comments and suggestions on all aspects of the 
process, considering:
a) whether the stated objectives are being met, and, if so, whether 
the methods chosen are effective and efficient;
b) whether the concept of outlook studies in general represents a 
significant contribution to the promotion of sustainable forest 
management in the region.
However the secretariat proposes to focus on the following three 
aspects:
c) Use of the sector outlook studies by policy makers: are they 
achieving their objectives?
d) Are national correspondents contributing to, and benefiting from, 
the outlook study process?
e) What are the lessons learned from EFSOS and NAFSOS as 
regards analysis, data and methods?

The forest sector outlook study process
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However the secretariat proposes to focus on 
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The forest sector outlook study process
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• Forest sectors outlook studies aim to provide policy makers with 
objective analysis on which they can make well-informed choices. 

• However, there is little evidence that policy makers use these tools 

• Working Party delegates and team members are invited to address 
the following questions:
a) Do policy makers, inside and outside the forest sector, use 
studies of the long term outlook for the forest sector?
b) If so, what type of study is used, and how?
c) What improvements would be desirable in regional forest sector 
outlook studies, like EFSOS II, NAFSOS or RFFSOS to make them 
more useful to policy makers?

Use of forest sector outlook studies by policy makers-
Questions
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• National correspondents were nominated by countries as focal 
points to follow the progress of the study, review data, participate to 
meetings.

• However, there was a lack of active participation at discussions of 
methods and conclusions.

• Little feedback was received on the data base and on the scenarios.
• A number of reasons have been identified:

• Complexity of data
• Lack of experience of correspondents on methods and projections
• Lack of time for national review
• Insufficient resources and importance assigned to outlook studies
• Lack of a network of national institutes and experts in the field of outlook 

Role of national forest sector outlook correspondents
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The Working Party and the team are invited to discuss the role of 
national correspondents in the outlook study process.  Possible 
roles could include:

a) Validation of data sets;
b) Checking reference scenarios (national level) for 
“reasonableness” and comparing them with scenarios or policies 
used at the national level, including consideration of reasons for 
differences;
c) Collecting information at national level, not only on core data 
(which should be available through other channels, notably JFSQ 
and FRA), but also on policies, costs and prices etc.;
d) Conducting a dialogue with national policy makers, identifying 
consequences for the country of the regional scenarios and leading 
national discussion of the outlook.

Role of national forest sector outlook correspondents
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Conclusions 

Delegates to the Working Party are invited to:
a) Take note of the activities in Work Area 3 
during 2011/2012, and to thank all those who 
contributed to EFSOS II, NAFSOS and are 
contributing to RFFSOS:
b) Suggest methods of work that would provide 
the desired level of output;
c) Provide guidance for Work Area 3 in the light 
of their discussions.
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Thank you!

David Ellul
Economic Affairs Officer

email: david.ellul@unece.org
tel: +41(0)22 917 1390

UNECE/FAO Forestry & Timber Section
Palais des Nations
CH‐1211 Genève

www.unece.org/forests

Thank you for your attention!


