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Summary

This paper contains the Ministerial Mandate to prepa Legally Binding Agreement
(LBA) on Forests in Europe. The decision was adbpe the 6th Ministerial Conference
on the Protection of Forests in Europe, held orl@43une 2011 in Oslo, Norway. The
Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) through theEEAO Forestry and Timber
Section was invited with the Food and Agricultureg@nization of the United Nations
(FAO) and the United Nations Environment Prograntmeervice jointly the negotiating
process by undertaking the following tasks:

 Servicing meetings of the Intergovernmental NegogaCommittee (INC) and its
Bureau;

 Providing legal advice;

» Providing advice on synergies with Multilateral Eowmental Agreements and
processes and liaising with UN organizations;

 Providing analysis and information in support & tiegotiations.

The participants in the joint Session of the UNEUmber Committee (69th session) and
the FAO European Forestry Commission (36th sessigill) be informed about the
arrangements made for the negotiation and espgaiatiut the extra budgetary project that
the Executive Committee of UNECE approved for thevising of the INC together with
FAO and UNEP.
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Oslo Ministerial Mandate for Negotiating a Legall Binding
Agreement on Forests in Europe

1. RECALLING the Declarations of the Ministerial fferences in Strasbourg 1990,
Helsinki 1993, Lisbon 1998, including the visiorr filhe European forest sector, Vienna
2003 and Warsaw 2007, which identified issues ahgboundary nature and common
concern with regard to forests and recognised thednfor strengthening cooperation
between the states of the entire European continght field of sustainable management
of their forests;

2. REITERATING commitments to work towards addregsplobal environmental
challenges and contributing to the achievemenhefNon-Legally Binding Instrument on
all Types of Forests, with its Four Global Objeesvon Forests, as well as other global
objectives such as: the Millennium Development Go#ie Aichi Biodiversity Targets of
the Convention on Biological Diversity and the dite change commitments;

3. REITERATING former FOREST EUROPE commitmentsd ahAKING INTO
ACCOUNT the work undertaken by other internatiof@ums on forest-related polices,
including the Rio Conventions and the United Nadi®iorum on Forests as well as regional
organisations and initiatives;

4, TAKING NOTE of the recent findings of tt&tate of Europe’s Forests 20T&port,
stating significant progress made in most indicafor sustainable forest management as
well as future challenges and opportunities foeéts and their sustainable management in
Europe, while acknowledging the improvements addew data collection as well as the
need for further improvement in forest information;

5. REAFFIRMING that sustainable forest managemesams the stewardship and use
of forests and forest lands in a way, and at a, rdtat maintains their biodiversity,
productivity, regeneration capacity, vitality aniteir potential to fulfil, now and in the
future, relevant ecological, economic and socialcfions, at local, national, and global
levels, and that does not cause damage to othsysems;

6. RECOGNISING that climate change is one of thevgst threats faced by society
and AWARE that urgent action is required to mininisks of damage from events such as
storms, floods, fire, drought, pests and diseasesrder to protect European forests and
their functions;

7. RECOGNISING that forests and sustainable fomastnagement contribute to
climate change mitigation and adaptation, provieleewable raw material, energy supply,
water and soil protection and other ecosystem cesvas well as protect society and
societal infrastructures against natural hazards;

8. RECOGNISING the importance of economic functioh$orests and their potential
in fostering a green economy and for generating amantaining jobs and income,
contributing to rural development and enabling theg term economic viability and
competitiveness of forestry and forest-based imthsst

9. BEING CONCERNED about the negative impacts kegil logging and related
trade on society, the environment and markets,GONVINCED about the need to further
strengthen efforts to improve forest law enforcenam governance;

10. RECOGNISING the value of adequate and accessilbest information, such as
forest inventories, monitoring, assessing and t@mpron implementation of sustainable
forest management as well as science-based knosylémtgdecision making at all levels;
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11. SEEKING the best way to enhance the role obpean forests in contributing to
solving the national and global challenges posedlinyate change, desertification, loss of
biodiversity and other environmental challengeslevhésponding to the growing need for
timber as a renewable material, and maintainingathilty of Europe’s forests to contribute
to the quality of life and the well-being of peaple

12. STRESSING the importance of national circunsan national sovereignty over
natural resources and national responsibilities inmplementing sustainable forest
management bearing in mind the forest ownershigttre in Europe and UNDERLINING
the added value of European cooperation and jaitibres for enhancing progress in
sustainable management of forest and of sharirgstfaelated information;

13. TAKING NOTE of the External Review of the FOREEUROPE process carried
out in 2008/2009 and WELCOMING the outcomes of\ttherking Group on exploring the
potential added value of, and possible optionsddegally binding agreement on forests in
the pan-European region, and the Working Groupreparing options for a decision on a
possible legally binding agreement on forests iroRe;

14. AWARE that the challenges faced by forests irapidly changing environment
cannot be addressed through forest policy measalee®e and SEEKING to strengthen
relationships and synergies in the work of the dbreector with other sectors and
institutions for greater coherence in forest-ragielicy-making;

15. UNDERLINING the will to ensure that all forests Europe are sustainably managed,
and to promote and raise awareness in society dbeutmultiple goods and services;

16. CONVINCEDabout the need to take effective measures to ingpcoterence in forest
policy development and implementation with appratgriparticipation of stakeholders;

17. CONVINCED that a legally binding agreement orests in Europe is necessary to
reinforce and strengthen implementation of sustdnforest management with the view to
achieving balanced and stable continuity of allnecoic, environmental, cultural and social
forest functions in Europe, and will contributeachieving the vision, goals and targets for
forests in Europe (Oslo Ministerial Decision: Eueap Forests 2020);

As representatives of the Signatories of FORESTUWEROPE, we:

18. DECIDE to take further international action ssting of the elaboration of a legally
binding agreement on forests in Europe and DECIDEdtablish an Intergovernmental
Negotiating Committee with the mandate to develdggally binding agreement on forests
in Europe;

19. DECIDE to adopt the Rules of Procedure whiclhayply to the Intergovernmental
Negotiating Committee and which are annexed toNtaadate (Annex 1);

20. DECIDE to establish a Bureau for the Intergawezntal Negotiating Committee,

which shall consist of the Chair of the Committewl aepresentatives of the following

countries: Austria, Czech Republic, France, NorvRgland, Russian Federation, Turkey
and Ukraine, and Spain as permanent observer;

21. NOMINATE Mr. Jan Heino (Finland) for the Chamanship of the Committee;

22. REQUEST the Chair and the Bureau of the Intezgumental Negotiating

Committee to facilitate the work of the Intergowmental Negotiating Committee in
fulfilling its mandate and to guide the secretaiiatproviding necessary service to the
negotiations;
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23.

DECIDE that the Intergovernmental Negotiatingn@®nittee, basing its work on

existing FOREST EUROPE Resolutions and Declaratiand relevant international
commitments relating to forests, and taking intecamt tlke Non-paper on a possible
legally binding agreement on forests in Eurppeto develop a holistic legally binding
framework agreement for forests, to address, aitar the following possible subjects:

24.

(&8 To ensure sustainable forest management impEuand the long-term
provision of a broad range of goods and forestystem services;

(b)  To maintain and enhance forest resources infgyrtheir health, vitality and
resilience, and their adaptation to climate change;

(c) To increase the resilience of forests to nathezards and to protect forest
against human-induced threats;

(d)  To enhance the contributions of forests torttitggation of climate change;

(e)  To maintain and enhance the protective andymtbe potential of European
forests;

® To halt the loss of forest biodiversity in Epmand combat desertification;

() To create and maintain enabling conditionsoropean forests to contribute
to a green economy, employment and the developafental and urban areas;

(h)  To maintain and enhance the cultural and softiattions of forests in
Europe;

0] To reduce, with the aim of eliminating, illegalgging and associated trade in
timber and timber products;

()] To improve the forest knowledge base througtseaech, education,
information sharing and communication;

(k)  To enhance participation and cooperation oredts at local, national,
regional and global levels;

REQUEST that the Intergovernmental Negotiat®gmmittee, in developing a

legally binding framework agreement for forestsisiders the following:

(@ The importance of flexibility, so that Partiean take decisions adjusted to
their specific forest conditions and to provide &mldressing changing and emerging
needs in the future;

(b)  Global discussions on possible improvemenht#rnational arrangements on
forests, including those related to the United dlei Conference on Sustainable
Development (Rio +20 Conference), with the vievseéeking for synergies;

(c) The need to achieve cooperation and coordinatitd to avoid unnecessary
duplication of proposed actions with relevant psmms contained in other
international agreements;

(d)  The importance of securing the effective pgytition of stakeholders;

(e) Agreement on common terms and definitions, dase the broader
involvement of FAO and other organisations with tleeessary expertise;

® Efficient organisation and streamlined seciiataarrangements;

(@) The possibility of the agreement being broughter the United Nations
umbrella;
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25. REQUEST that the Intergovernmental Negotiat®gmmittee, in developing a
legally binding framework agreement for forestsisiders the following:

26. INVITE FOREST EUROPE observer States, ageramgsorganisations, including
non-governmental organisations, to participate he twork of the Intergovernmental
Negotiating Committee, in accordance with the RolfeBrocedure;

27. REQUEST the Liaison Unit and INVITE the Unitddtions Economic Commission
for Europe, the Food and Agriculture Organizatidntlee United Nations, the United
Nations Environment Programme and the EuropeansEdmstitute to service jointly the
negotiating process in accordance with the AnnekedRules of Procedure and based upon
the respective expertise of each organisation Aedrésources that they can contribute
within their mandates;

28. INVITE also other interested governments andapisations to contribute by
supporting the negotiation process;

29. DECIDE that the Intergovernmental Negotiatingrm@nittee will commence its
work not later than 31 December 2011 with the goatompleting its work not later than
30 June 2013 and will present its results to areertlinary FOREST EUROPE ministerial
conference to be organised within six months dfterconclusion of the negotiations, for its
consideration and possible adoption and openingifprature.
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Annex 1

Rules of Procedure for the Intergovernmental Negaating
Committee to prepare a legally binding agreement oforests
in Europe

Purpose

Rule 1 — Purpose and application

1. These Rules of Procedure shall govern the negmigin a legally binding agreement
on forests in Europe, conducted by the Intergovemtai Negotiating Committee

established by the Oslo Ministerial Mandate for blégging a Legally Binding Agreement

on Forests in Europe.

Definitions

Rule 2 — Definitions

2. “Party” means a UN member state or a regional etinantegration organisation,
which is a Signatory to Forest Europe and whictpasticipating in the work of the
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee for a lggalinding agreement on forests in
Europe.

3. “Regional economic integration organisation” meams organisation constituted by
sovereign States of a given region to which its imemStates have transferred competence
in respect of matters covered by the Committee’skwo

4. “Committee” means the Intergovernmental Negotiat@gmmittee (INC), for the
purpose of negotiating a legally binding agreenmentorests in Europe.

5. “Chair” means the Chair nhominated by paragraph Pthe Oslo Ministerial Mandate
for Negotiating a Legally Binding Agreement on Fsisein Europe.

6. “Bureau” means the Bureau established by paragéplof the Oslo Ministerial
Mandate for Negotiating a Legally Binding AgreementForests in Europe.

7. “Secretariat” means the secretariat establishegaogigraph 27 of the Oslo Ministerial
Mandate for Negotiating a Legally Binding AgreementForests in Europe.

8. “Representatives present and voting” means reptathezs of Parties present and
casting an affirmative or negative vote. Repredams who abstain from voting are
considered as not voting.

9. “Official documents” means documents directly rethtto agenda items and which
form the basis of discussions foreseen on the agend

10."Signatory to FOREST EUROPE” means the countristedl in Annex 2 to the Oslo
Ministerial Mandate for Negotiating a Legally Bimdi Agreement on Forests in Europe.
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Place and dates of sessions

Rule 3 — Place and dates of sessions

11.The Committee shall hold up to four sessions.
12.The date and place of the first session shall loeldd by the Bureau.

13.The places and dates of the subsequent sessidhbesitecided by the Committee in
consultation with the Bureau and the Secretariat.

14.The Secretariat shall notify all Parties of theedahd place of a session at least six
weeks before the session is to take place.

Agenda

Rule 4.1 — Provisional agenda for sessions

15.The Secretariat shall, after approval by the Buresabbmit to the Committee at each
session the provisional agenda for the followingsgm. The provisional agenda shall
include all items proposed by the Committee.

16.The Secretariat shall circulate the provisionalnalgefor the first session at least six
weeks before the session takes place.

17.The Secretariat shall, at the request of a PartheBureau and with the agreement of
the Chair, include in an addendum to the providi@agenda any issue suitable for the
agenda that may arise between the dispatch ofrthéspnal agenda and the opening of
the session.

Rule 4.2 — Adoption and revision of the agenda

18. At the beginning of each session, the Committed sldapt its agenda for the session
based on the provisional agenda, and has the dptiadd, delete, defer or amend items.

Representation

Rule 5.1 — Composition of delegations
19.The delegation of each Party participating in aagsfon shall consist of a head of

delegation and such alternate representatives ahvikeas as may be required. No
credentials are required for the sessions of tharGittee.

Rule 5.2 — Alternates and advisers

20.The head of delegation may designate an altereptesentative or an adviser to act as
a representative.
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VI.

Bureau

Rule 6.1 — Number of officers and the Chair

21.The Bureau is established by paragraph 20 of thiky @nisterial Mandate for
Negotiating a Legally Binding Agreement on Fordst€urope and is comprised of one
Chair and eight other members who will act as \@t®irs, and one permanent observer.

Rule 6.2 — Substitution of a Chair

22.1f the Chair is absent from a session or any etetof, a Vice-Chair shall act as Chair.

Rule 6.3 — Replacement of the Chair

23.If the Chair is unable to continue to perform hisher functions, the Committee shall
elect by consensus decision the Chair for the unedperm. If no consensus can be
reached, the decision shall be taken be a thregegsamajority of the representatives
present and voting.

Rule 6.4— Substitution and replacement of other embers of the
Bureau

24.Without prejudice to Rule, 6.1, 6.2, 6.3

25.1f a member of the Bureau is temporarily unablefudill his or her function, a
representative of the same Party shall be nameatebiParty concerned to replace the said
member. Such substitution shall not exceed theogexi one session;

26.1f a member of the Bureau resigns or is otherwisable to complete or perform his or
her function, a representative of the same Paidil e named by the Party concerned to
replace the said member. If the Party does notigeothe replacement, election of a new
Bureau member shall take place according to R@@bthe next session.

Rule 6.5 — Election of officers

27.Without prejudice to Rule 6.3 for any replacemdr Committee shall choose, by
consensus decision a Party who shall nominateejsesentative to the Bureau. If no
consensus can be reached, the decision shall ba tak a three-quarters majority of the
representatives present and voting.

Rule 6.6 — Permanent Observer to the Bureau

28.Permanent observer to the Bureau as nominatedrbgnagh 20 of the Oslo Ministerial
Mandate for Negotiating a Legally Binding AgreementForests in Europe contributes to
the work of the Bureau, but cannot act as Chaircamhot vote.
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VII. Responsibilities of the Secretariat

Rule 7.1 — The Secretariat

29.The Secretariat, established by paragraph 27 ofGhkl Ministerial Mandate for
Negotiating a Legally Binding Agreement on ForestEurope is tasked to service the
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee under thelance of the Bureau and perform
all work that the Committee may require, as perAheex to these Rules of Procedure.

Rule 7.2 — Session management

30.The Secretariat shall be responsible for convesagsions in accordance with rules 3
and 4 and for making all the necessary arrangenfemtsessions, including ensuring
interpretation into the official languages durirggsions, the preparation and distribution of
all documentation for the session by e-mail andhenwebsite at least six weeks before the
opening of a session.

Rule 7.3 — Document management

31.For all sessions of the Committee, the Secretahiall in accordance with these Rules:
€)) receive, translate into official languages distribute the official documents;
(b) circulate the documents of the sessions;
(c) publish and circulate relevant documentatiothoParties;
(d)  have the custody of the documents in the Coterig archives.

32.The Secretariat shall distribute the draft negmiiattext of each session of the
Committee in official languages to the Parties abdervers no later than six weeks after
the closure of the session to which the negotiatngrelates.

Rule 7.4 —Report of the sessions

33.The Chair shall prepare the reports by the endhefsessions and shall distribute the
final reports in the official languages to the FGBREEUROPE Signatories and observers.

VIIl. Languages and records of the session

Rule 8.1 — Languages of the sessions

34.English, French and Russian shall be the offie@iaglages of the sessions.

Rule 8.2 — Interpretation

35.Interventions made in a language of the sessioall BR interpreted into the other
official languages.
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Rule 8.3

36.A representative may speak in a language other trarofficial language of the
sessions. In this case he or she shall himseléself provide interpretation into one of the
languages of the session, and interpretation mmtoother languages may be based on the
interpretation given in the first language.

Conduct of business

Rule 9.1 — Quorum

37.The Chair may declare a session open and permidghate to proceed when at least
one third of the Parties participating in the sessire present. The presence of a majority
of Parties so participating shall be required foy decision to be taken.

38.For the purpose of determining a quorum for a decito be taken on a matter within
the competence of a regional economic integratigamisation, that organisation shall be
counted to the extent of the number of votes iensitled to cast according to the Rule
10.3.2.

Rule 9.2 — Powers of the Chair
39.The Chair is to facilitate the Committee in achigyits objectives with the support of
the Bureau.

40. In addition to exercising the powers conferred upion or her elsewhere by the present
Rules, the Chair shall:

(@) declare the opening and closing of each session
(b)  direct the discussion;

(c)  ensure observance of the present Rules;

(d)  accord the right to speak;

(e) put questions to the vote;

® announce decisions.

41.The Chair shall rule on points of order and, subfeche present Rules, have control
over the proceedings of the sessions and over #gemance of order at sessions.

42.The Chair may propose to the session the limitabbrthe time to be allowed to
speakers, the limitation of the number of timesheBarty may speak on any subject, the
closure of the list of speakers or the closurehefdebate. The Chair may also propose the
suspension or the adjournment of the session ahefdebate on the question under
discussion.

43.The Chair, in the exercise of his or her functiormmains under the Committee’s
authority.

Rule 9.3 — Vice Chair acting as Chair

44 A Vice-Chair acting as Chair shall have the samegye and duties as the Chair.
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Rule 9.4 — Voting of the Chair

45.The Chair or a vice-Chair acting as a Chair shaiivote.

Rule 9.5 — Rules for Debate

46.No one may address a session without having preljioobtained the Chair's
permission. Subject to these rules, the Chair gladillupon speakers in the order in which
they signify their desire to speak. However, a Yawill be given precedence over
Observers. The Chair shall call a speaker to dfdes or her remarks are irrelevant to the
subject under discussion.

Rule 9.6 — Points of order

47.During the discussion of any matter, a represemaif a Party may at any time raise a
point of order and the point of order shall be indmtely decided upon by the Chair in
accordance with these Rules. A representative Barly may appeal against the Chair's
ruling. The appeal shall be put to the vote immiedjyaand the Chair’s ruling shall stand
unless overruled by a majority vote of the représtiares present and voting.

48. A representative of a Party raising a point of onady not speak on the substance of
the matter under discussion.

Rule 9.7 — Time limit, closing list of speakersral adjournment of
debate

49.The Chair may limit the time allowed to each speakea the number of times that each
speaker may speak on any question. When debataiisd and a speaker has spoken for
his or her allotted time, the Chair shall call temher to order without delay.

50.During the course of a debate, the Chair may antwthre list of speakers and, with the
Committee’s consent, declare the list closed. ThailGmay, however, accord the right of
reply to any Party if, in his or her opinion, a eple delivered after he or she has declared
the list closed renders this justified. When thbate on an item is concluded because there
are no other speakers, the Chair, with the Comeitteonsent, shall declare the debate
closed.

51.During the discussion of any matter, a represematf a Party may move the
adjournment of the debate on the subject undeusisson. In addition to the proposer of
the motion, one representative of a Party may spedavour of and one against the
motion, after which the motion shall be immediately to the vote.

Rule 9.8 — Closure of debate

52.A representative of a Party may at any time reqtlestclosure of the debate on the
subject under discussion, whether or not any othpresentative of a Party has signified
his or her wish to speak. Permission to speak erclitsure of the debate shall be accorded
only to two representatives of Parties opposingctbsure, after which the motion shall be
immediately put to the vote. If the Committee isfavour of the closure, the Chair shall
declare the closure of the debate.

11
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Rule 9.9 — Suspension or adjournment of a session

53.During the discussion of any matter, a represematif a Party may request the
suspension or the adjournment of any session. Bustlon shall not be debated but shall
immediately be put to the vote.

Rule 9.10 — Order of procedural motions

54.Regardless of the order in which they are submitteel following motions shall have
precedence, in the following order, over all otheyposals or motions before the session:

(&) To suspend the session;
(b)  To adjourn the session;
(c)  To suspend the debate on the subject undeustizm;

(d)  To adjourn the debate on the subject undeudsson.

Rule 9.11 — Proposals and amendments

55.Proposals and amendments shall normally be intedircwriting and submitted to the
Secretariat, which shall circulate copies in officlanguages to all representatives of
Parties 6 weeks before the opening of the sessisa general rule, no proposal shall be
discussed or put to the vote at any session o€tmamittee unless copies of it have been
circulated in the official languages of the sesdimrall representatives of Parties not later
than the day preceding the session. Subject tcCtiramittee’s consent, the Chair may,
however, permit the discussion and consideratigrafosals or amendments that have not
been circulated or have only been circulated timesday, in which case the proposal or
amendment has to be read out in a formal session.

56.A motion is considered to be an amendment to aqwalpf it adds to, deletes from or
revises that proposal. The Committee shall decidarm amendment before it decides on
the proposal to which it relates, and if the ameandims adopted, the amended proposal
shall then be voted on.

Decisions

Rule 10.1 — Adoption of decisions

57.The Committee shall make every effort to reach egent on all matters of substance
by consensus. If all efforts to reach consensug limeen exhausted and no agreement is
reached, the decision shall, as a last resortakentby a three-quarters majority of the
representatives present and voting.

58.Decisions of the Committee on procedural matteedl &fe taken by a majority of the
representatives present and voting.

59.If a vote is divided equally, the proposal shallrbgarded as rejected.

60. Where there is disagreement as to whether a ntattee voted on is a substantive or
procedural matter, that issue shall be decided bthrae-quarters majority of the
representatives present and voting.
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Rule 10.2 — Voting on proposals and amendments

61.If two or more proposals relate to the same questioe Committee shall, unless it

decides otherwise, decide on the proposals inttheran which they have been submitted.
Any proposals or maotions requiring that no decisimntaken on the substance of such
proposals shall, however, be considered as prevjaastions and shall be put to the vote
before them.

62.When an amendment to a proposal is moved, the amamdshall be voted on first. If
two or more amendments to a proposal are moved;dmemittee shall first decide on the
amendment furthest removed in substance from thginat proposal, then on the
amendment next furthest removed from the originedppsal and so on, until all
amendments have been decided on. Where, howeweradbption of one amendment
necessarily implies the rejection of another amesttirthe latter amendment shall not be
put to the vote. If one or more amendments aretadothe amended proposal shall then be
voted upon. If no amendments are adopted, the pedphall be put to the vote in its
original form.

Rule 10.3 — Voting rights

63.Each Party shall have one vote, except as proviatdd paragraph 2.

64. A regional economic integration organisation shail, matters within its competence,
exercise its right to vote with a number of votgsia to the number of its member States
participating in the Committee. Such an organisasball not exercise its right to vote if
any of its member States exercises its right te ,vand vice versa.

Rule 10.4 — Method of voting

65. The Committee shall normally vote by show of hatmlg,any representative of a Party
may request a roll-call, which shall then be takethe English alphabetical order of the
names of the Parties, beginning with the Party whaame is drawn by lot by the Chair. If,
however, at any time a Party requests a secreaitptiat shall be the method of voting on
the issue in question.

Rule 10.5 — Recording of roll-call

66. The vote of each Party participating in a roll-cgall be recorded in the report of the
meeting.

Rule 10.6 — Conduct during voting

67.After the Chair has announced the beginning ofngptino representative of a Party
shall interrupt the voting except on a point of@rth connection with the actual conduct of
the voting. The Chair may permit representativesafties to explain their votes, either
before or after the voting - except when the vetaken by secret ballot -and may limit the
time allowed for such explanations.

13
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XI.

Rule 10.7 — Division of proposals or amendments

68. A representative of a Party may request that pEfres proposal or of an amendment
shall be voted on separately. If objection is midihe request for division, the motion for
division shall be voted upon. Permission to speakhe motion for division shall be given
to only two representatives of Parties in favowt twmo against. If the motion for division is
carried, those parts of the proposal or of the almemt that are subsequently approved
shall be put to the vote as a whole. If all opemtparts of the proposal or of the
amendment have been rejected, the proposal omteadment shall be considered to have
been rejected as a whole.

Observers

Rule 11 .1

69. Any State not a Signatory to FOREST EUROPE mayepeesented at the Committee
as observer.

Rule 11.2

70.Organisations with a status as observer of FORESR®&PE can obtain the status of
an observer within the Committee in accordance Ritle 11.3.

Rule 11.3

71.Any body or agency qualified in matters relevanthis agreement which is either:

(&) aninternational agency or body, either govemtal or non-governmental, or
a national governmental agency or body; or

(b) a national non-governmental agency or body Wwliias been approved for
this purpose by the State in which it is located,;

and which has informed the Secretariat of its @e&irbe represented at the Committee by
observers, shall be permitted to be so represambtgbs one-third of the Representatives
present and voting object. Once admitted, the riflabservers to be represented may be
withdrawn if so agreed by one-third of the Représtres present and voting.

Rule 11.4

72.The Chair may invite observers to participate iscdssions on specific issues, or
particular problems. No proposal by an observell flsadiscussed unless this proposal is
supported by at least one Party.

Rule 11.5

73.0bserver delegations may provide written statemtentse Secretariat. The Secretariat
shall distribute copies of the written statementthie language in which the statement was
made available to them.
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XII.  Suspension and amendment of the Rules of Predure

Rule 12.1

74.Any Rule of Procedure may be amended or suspengeddecision of the Committee
taken by consensus in accordance with the procexfuRele 9.11, provided that at least 24
hours’ notice of the proposal has been given.

Rule 12.2

75.1n the event of a conflict between any provisiorttafse Rules and the Oslo Ministerial
Mandate the latter shall prevail.
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Annex to the Rules of Procedure

Distribution of roles among the Liaison Unit, UNECE, FAO, UNEP
and EFI

1. To the extent that the resources and mandatkeoEiaison Unit, UNECE, FAO,
UNEP and EFI allow, the tasks should be allocategdh@wn below. If, for any reason, this
becomes impossible, adjustments may be made b theau of the Intergovernmental
Negotiating Committee in consultation with all pest

Liaison Unit

« Facilitating arrangements for servicing the nedtiaprocess

» Supporting other work in the inter-sessional pesiad requested by the Bureau or
the Committee

e Advising on FOREST EUROPE matters and the MiniateGonference on the
Protection of Forests in Europe commitments as wasllproviding a link to the
FOREST EUROPE work programme

« Liaising with countries, other processes, stakedrslénd civil society
» Developing and maintaining the website
» Preparing and organising the next Ministerial Cogriee

» Undertaking communication activities

UNECE, FAO and UNEP

 Servicing meetings of the Intergovernmental NegimiipCommittee and its Bureau
including session management, document managemdrreaorting as well as any
other relevant tasks as requested by the Burethed@ommittee

» Providing legal advice

» Providing advice on synergies with Multilateral Ewwmental Agreements and
processes

* Liaising with UN organisations
» Providing analysis and information in support o tregotiations

European Forest Institute

» Providing independent scientific and policy advitsupport of the negotiations

» Providing inputs to information needs identifiedthg Committee.
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Annex 2

FOREST EUROPE Signatories

Albania
Andorra
Austria
Belarus
Belgium
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Estonia
European Union
Finland
France
Georgia
Germany
Greece

Holy See
Hungary
Iceland
Ireland

Italy

Latvia
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Monaco
Montenegro
Netherlands

Norway

17



ECE/TIM/2011/18
FO:EFC/2011/18

Poland

Portugal

Republic of Moldova
Romania

Russian Federation
Serbia

Slovak Republic
Slovenia

Spain

Sweden

Switzerland

The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
Turkey

Ukraine

United Kingdom

Additional successor states of the former Sovietobmot mentioned in the above list
should be entitled to join the Intergovernmentatjbléating Committee, as the USSR was a
signatory of the Strasbourg Resolutions of 1990.
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