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Status and Prospects of International Cooperation in Fire
Management

In the Regions of Council of Europe, the UN Economic
Commission of Europe (UNECE) and at Global Level
through the Development of Bilateral and Multilateral
Agreements and Protocols
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Overview of this presentation:

In 2010 regional initiatives have made progress towards
enhancing regional mechanisms in transboundary
cooperation in fire management

* Council of Europe (CoE) / EUR-OPA activities

* UN Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)

» Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)

» Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN)
= North America / Australasia Cooperation

= European Union (EU)

* Southern African Development Community (SADC)
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The UNECE Region
in the Global Wildland Fire Network
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Government-mandated Team of Specialists on
Forest Fire — Terms of Reference (extract)

To provide, in close cooperation and coordination with the
UNISDR Wildland Fire Advisory Group / Global Wildland Fire
Network, FAO, UNISDR, Council of Europe and other
partners, guidance to ECE member states on forest fire
management and forest fire policies, including bilateral /
international cooperation of ECE member states.

Emphasis:
= Guidance to countries in transition

= Corporate approaches allowing creation of synergies
* Implementation of transboundary cooperation



UNECE Activity 2010-2011 (l)

International meeting on Cross-boundary Fire Management
(Irkutsk, Russia, 16-18 June 2010)

Emphasis: @

International Conference A

" EnhanCing efﬁCienCy and on Cross-Border Forest Fires ™
effectiveness of regional ek, Rusian Federaion
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New edition of the
International Multi-
Lingual Fire
Management Glossary

Russian and
Mongolian added

http://www.fire.uni-

freiburqg.del/literature/glossary.htm

International Multi-Lingual Fire Management Termin
E= EEE English B Russian [ Mongolian ™ Germar

Presented to the countries participating in t;z
International Conference on Cross-Border Fol
Irkutsk, Russian Federation
16-18 June 2010
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UNECE / FAO Team of Global Fire Monitoring
Specialists on Forest Fire Center (GFMC)




UNECE Activity 2010-2011 (ll)

Organization of the “UNECE Regional Conference on Cross-
boundary Fire Management” (to be hosted by the United
Nations in 2011), to build on the results of the Irkutsk,
Khabarovsk and South Africa (WildFire 2011) conferences —
see next.

Goal:

* Development of an UNECE Agreement on “Cross-boundary
Fire Management”
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UNECE Activity 2010-2011 (lll)

The political and technical planning and consultation
process in preparation of the Forum will be connected to the
outcomes of the 5" International Wildland Fire Conference
(May 2011) and a collectively recommended international
follow-up process — and a contribution to the UN

International Year of Forests 2011.
@

WILDFIRE

The 5th International Wildland Fire Conference

2011
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The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)
Region in the Global Wildland Fire Network

E : The UNISDR Global Wildland Fire Network

International Strategy for Disaster Reduction
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Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)
Activity 2010

International APEC Conference on Forest Fire: Management
and International Cooperation in Fire Emergencies of the
Asia Pacific (Khabarovsk, Russia, 3-7 October 2010)

Emphasis:
= Harmonization of design of bi- and multilateral agreements

with the UNECE region
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

“FOREST FIRES: MANAGEMENT AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
FOR PREVENTING FOREST FIRES IN APEC REGION”
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The ASEAN Region
in the Global Wildland Fire Network
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Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN)

ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution:

ASEAN

Signing ceremony
of Haze Agreement
Kuala Lumpur, 2002




Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN)
Activity 2010

Within the frame of the ASEAN Agreement on
Transboundary Haze Pollution: Implementation of

the National Management Plan on Open Burning Smoke
Haze Control (Bangkok, Thailand, 17 December 2010)

Emphasis:

* To address international transboundary consequences

of open burning and harmonization of approaches with
other regions




The North America — Australasia Alliance
in the Global Wildland Fire Network

ISDR The UNISDR Global Wildland Fire Network
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North American — Australasian Cooperation
Activities in 2010

Continuation of exchange of fire management personnel
during wildfire emergencies

Emphasis:

= To consolidate reciprocal deployment of Australian / New
Zealand / USA / Canada Incident Management personnel to
assist in fire emergencies in countries that have signed
compatible bilateral agreements and using compatible
Incident management systems = Incident Command System
(|CS) AUSTRRVRS AN S




The European Union (EU)
located in the landscape of the Global Wildland Fire Network
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The SADC Region
in the Global Wildland Fire Network

ISDR The UNISDR Global Wildland Fire Network
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A Coordinated approach for International Deployment and
Cooperation of Aerial Firefighting Assets

The International Fire Aviation Working Group (IFAWG)
History (l)

» First initiative at the 4t International Wildland Fire
Conference (Sevilla, Spain, 2007)

» Continuation at the International Aerial Firefighting
Conferences 2008 (Greece), 2009 (U.S.A. + Italy)

AERIAL




The International Fire Aviation Working Group (IFAWG)

History (ll)

» Core Group (2008-2010
Australia
Canada
- USA
Russia

* Enlarged IFAWG
- Italy
- South Korea
- Spain

Contact
Download
Links
Sitemap

IFAWG

The International Fire Aviation Working Group (IFAWG) comprises people who lead and
manage the use of aircraft for wildland fire management-around the world. This small group is
made up of representatives from countries and jurisdictions who regularly utilise aerial means
in managing landscape fire, including for firefighting.

The IFAWG operates as an advisory group of the United Mations International Strategy for
Disaster Reduction.

The group aims to improve the safety and effectiveness of aerial means by sharing
information, experience and resources.




http://www.Ifawg.org/
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The International Fire Aviation Working Group (IFAWG)
Mission Statement

ldentify and facilitate opportunities for multilateral
communication and cooperation to improve the safety,
efficiency and effectiveness of aerial fire management.

Terms of Reference

The "Fire Aviation Working Group" (FAWG) will work under
the framework of the UNISDR Wildland Fire Advisory Group
(WFAG) / UNISDR Global Wildland Fire Network (GWFN) as
an advisory committee.



The International Fire Aviation Working Group (IFAWG)

Principal Objectives (l)

» Sharing of relevant information, especially information that
will support the promotion and improvement of safety in the
sector

* Providing a conduit or facilitation mechanism for the sharing
of resources between jurisdictions




The International Fire Aviation Working Group (IFAWG)

Principal Objectives (ll)

» |dentifying of opportunities for harmonization of operating
practices and establishment of consistent standards, where
appropriate; and recommend or initiate suitable harmonization
action, including the development of voluntary guidelines

* Providing advice and guidance to nations and the United
Nations regarding fire aviation through the UNISDR Wildland
Fire Advisory Group / Global Wildland Fire Network



Coordinated Outlook for 2011 and beyond

Support the preparation and outcomes of the 5th
International Wildland Fire Conference
(South Africa, May 2011)

Emphasis:

* Inter-regional cooperation will be enhanced by
harmonization of regional agreements (legal, voluntary)

» Reporting back to the 6th International Wildland Fire
Conference (Korea, 2015): Globally most regions will be
covered with intra- and inter-regional agreements on

transboundary cooperation in fire management

—

WILDFIRE
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WILDFIRE

The 5th International Wildland Fire Conference

2011

9-13 May 2011, South Africa
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