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I ntroduction

1. As in previous years, this agenda item presantepportunity to brief the Timber
Committee on relevant developments in internatigmatesses and organizations, in order
to take them into account when deciding on its aaetivities. This document briefly
presents relevant developments since October 200@sponds to the request by the
Committee at its sixty-sixth session for a backgudocument on international
developments prior to the session (ECE/TIM/2008Rgpresentatives of the bodies
concerned will be invited to brief the Committee.

Major international forest dialogues and agreements

Food and Agriculture Organization

2. The European Forestry Commission (EFC) heldhiy-fifth session in Lisbon
from 27 to 30 April 2010. The session was attenoled8 representatives from 19 member
countries, one member organization and one obsemantry. Fifteen representatives of
eleven observer organizations also attended.

3. The EFC identified a number of regional isswebd brought to the attention of the
FAO Committee on Forestry (COFO) at its twentietissson, to be held on 4-8 October
2010. The meeting will highlight topical global &stry issues during plenary sessions and
side events. The Commission requested FAO to:

(@) Consider developing a network and supportiserat the global level to
assist countries in implementing international catmants related to forests and climate
change. Such a network could be supported by ageadi working party or similar
arrangement to enhance the linkage between sateatifl technical work and the political
level, where regions are well represented;

(b)  Strengthen its capacities in forests and diénchange;

(©) Improve knowledge and enhance data gatheringand energy, with a view
to clarifying its environmental impacts and potahtin sustainable energy production,
including compared with other renewable energy sesirand to support countries’ efforts
in this regard;

(d) Make every effort to raise the profile of fet® and forest-related issues
through concerted action and synergies with releyantners at the regional and global
levels, including by actively contributing to thetérnational Year of the Forests in 2011;

(e) Provide information on the forest and watégriface.

4, The Commission also recommended that FAO prowittemation and support to
countries in formulating policy and legal framewsnelated to forests and water and in
strengthening capacities related to the establishwfesuch payment of ecosystem services
schemes.

5. At its session in March 2007, the FAO CommitbeeForestry had requested FAO
to develop the Global Forest Resources 2010 AssaggfRRA). This would be based on a
comprehensive country reporting process and a blodraote sensing survey. Special
thematic studies linked with FRA 2010 and covespegcial issues form an integral part of
the Assessment. FRA 2010 covers 233 countries endtoties and 178 officially
nominated national correspondents provided natiorfafmation for most of them. The
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Global Forest Resources Assessment 2010 providesnd updated information for more
than 90 variables, encompassing indicators usedmtmitor progress towards the
Millennium Development Goals, the 2010 Biodiversifiarget of the Convention on
Biological Diversity and the four Global Objectivem Forests adopted by the United
Nations Forum on Forests.

6. In addition, FRA 2010 statistics on trends ime&i carbon stocks will support
predictions of climate change and development girggriate mitigation and adaptation
measures. This information, combined with data omedts’ health, their contribution to
national economies, the legal and institutionaineaork governing the management and
use of the world’s forests will help assess pragtesvards sustainable forest management
and will support policies, decisions and negotiaidan all matters where forests and
forestry play a part.

7. The Key Findings of the FRA 2010 were preseitteddarch 2010 and are available
in 6 languages on the FAO website. The main repifirbe released in October 2010.

United Nations Forum on Forests and linkagesto regional forestry
bodies

8. The United Nations Forum on Forests held a shsegment of the Ninth Session of
the Forum (UNFF9) on 30 October 2009, which adopeksolution on the Means of
Implementation for Sustainable Forest Managemeoreét financing). Accordingly, the
Forum established the open-ended intergovernmexdaHoc Expert Group on Forest
Financing (AHEG) to meet before UNFF9 and beforeFBMO, as well as a Facilitative
Process.

9. In its recent meeting, the UNFF9 Bureau decithed the first meeting of AHEG
would be held from 13-17 September 2010 in Nairdbe UNFF9 Bureau also endorsed
the UNFF Strategic Work Plan on Forest Financiisghe basis for planning for the UNFF
work on forest financing starting from now until BR10 in 2013. In addition, the
Secretariat has launched the Facilitative Prodessigh a series of analytical studies on
forest finance in Low Forest Cover Countries (LFL@&sd Small Island Developing States
(SIDS) as the initial work.

10. The four-year UNFF work on forest financingesf a unique opportunity for key
actors, including forest-related regional processeglay an active role in shaping global
policy-setting on forest financing, including thgiu informing and engaging Member
States in the related events and meetings, indudin the AHEG-1. The Timber
Committee and the European Forestry Commissiorke@yeorganizations that can provide
valuable input on forest financing strategies/ paogmes/ actions, experiences and needs,
and help to identify the key challenges and oppties for forest financing within and
among countries in the region.

11. The overall theme of the UNFF9 will be “Forefsispeople, livelihoods and poverty
eradication”. The Session will also assess progreste on the implementation of the non-
legally binding instrument on all types of forestsd towards achieving the four global
objectives on forests and launch the Internatioredr of Forests (IYF 2011). It will
include a high-level segment, which will be helddand 3 February 2011.

12.  The International Year of Forests 2011 will laenched during UNFF9, and will
feature a series of high-level events, includinggbaliscussions, media activities, issuance
of a UN commemorative stamp series for the Intéonat Year of Forests, and other public
events currently under consideration.
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13. Discussions on preparations for the Internatiofear of Forests were also at the
core of the Forest Communicators Network annualtimgéield on 26 to 28 May 2010 in
Gothenburg, Sweden. The meeting also covered exangflbest practice from countries
and organizations, as well as the scope and conckpa future European Forest
Communication Strategy.

Convention on Biological Diversity

14. In 2009 the secretariat of the Convention ooldgjical Diversity published reports

on “Connecting Biodiversity and Climate Change Wttion and Adaptation” and “Forest

Resilience, Biodiversity, and Climate Change”. Thports concluded that a portfolio of

land use management activities, including the ptaie of natural forest, the sustainable
management of forests, and the use of native asagewoof forest species in reforestation
activities, can contribute to the objectives of hahe United Nations Framework

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Cotios.

15. The resilience inherent in intact forest ectays provides the best insurance
against climate change, and helps ensure thattfoneset the needs of present and future
generations. If pushed past an ecological “tipgiogt”, these ecosystems could transform
into a different forest type, or in extreme cases)ew non-forest ecosystem state could
emerge. The new ecosystem state would invariablpdmeer in terms of both biological
diversity and delivering ecosystem goods and sesyi@and would release additional
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. Becauseiofdtduced biodiversity, plantations
and modified natural forests face greater disturbarand risks of large-scale losses due to
climate change than primary forests. The reporystisat risks can be partly mitigated by
following a number of forest-management recommeadst including by ensuring
national and regional networks of protected araas, incorporating these networks into
national and regional planning for large-scale tmaghe connectivity.

European Union

16. On 1 March 2010, the European Commission adopt&reen Paper that describes
options for an EU approach to the protection ok$ts and to information about forest

resources and their condition. The Green Papepséthie main challenges facing Europe's
forests. It identifies existing forest informatiegstems and the tools available to protect
forests, and raises a series of questions reléwahe development of future policy options.

It is part of the follow-up to the White Paper afapting to climate change adopted by the
Commission in April 2009. The Green Paper optiorsy fead to major changes in the

extent of the information on availability of foresisources, which may benefit the wood
raw material supply but also have an impact ongayvprotection of forest owners.

Forest Europe process

17.  Forest Europe recent developments are linkedet@reparation of the Sixth Forest
Europe Ministerial Conference held in Oslo on 143u@e 2010. The preparatory process
for the Ministerial Conference is supervised by @xpevel representatives from member
countries, who met in Oslo in November 2009 and dia2010. The next meeting is
scheduled for 14-15 December 2010 in Geneva, whedgcision is expected on the
proposal to be submitted to Ministers at the Mmisl conference to facilitate
deliberations. Another expert level meeting cotierntbe held in spring 2011.



ECE/TIM/2010/2

18. Two main technical preparatory processes wetreeain the last months:

(@) The working group for preparing a decision ampossible legally binding
agreement (WGLBA) met in Geneva in February 2016 #nSaint Petersburg in July
2010. The Working Group finalized a “non-paper’ b® considered by Ministers
concerning the possibility of starting negotiatimmsa legally binding agreement on forests
in the region. The meeting also considered possipteons for the future institutional set
up for Forest Europe. The next meeting of the Wagksroup will be held in Rome on 30
September - 1 October back to back with the twéngession of COFO;

(b) In parallel, a workshop took place in BrusselsMay 2010 to develop a
document on vision, goals and targets for the &tfrthe Forest Europe process. A revised
version was circulated in June 2010 and a finakieer should follow shortly. This
document will be a key part of the package to beraed by the Ministers, since it will
give strategic guidelines and specific targetdliernext Forest Europe term.

19. The Forest Europe process is of relevancehmtork of UNECE and FAO as it
will continue to deliver strategic advice on gowemne of the forestry sector in the UNECE
region for the next decade at least. Synergies dmiwthe different processes and
organizations should be enhanced to increase awderamong processes and avoid
duplication.

Cooperation with other bodies and organizations

20. The Forestry and Timber Section collaboraték wther global and regional bodies,
the private sector and non-governmental organiasti®pecific examples of the modes of
collaboration with a selection of partners include:

(@) European Commission (EC): cooperation on data validation and collection
(Joint Forest Sector Outlook and State of Europesests with Eurostat). Eurostat shared
its national data on socio-economic indicators thete used for the pre-filling of national
reports for the State of Europe’s Forest 2011 teftre European Commission contributed
to the State of Europe’s Forests report (Joint Rebe Centre, Ispra), the Joint Wood
Energy Enquiry and “good guidance on sustainabl@dveobilisation”. The second
meeting of the Team of Specialists on Monitoringtainable Forest Management was held
and co-organised by the JRC Ispra. The ForestryTamter Section was a co-organiser of
the conference “Future forest monitoring in thedpgan Union. Providing information for
multifunctional forest management” held in UppsaByeden, in November 2009. In
particular, there is close cooperation, informatstiaring and regular consultation with the
Directorates General for Agriculture, Enterprise &mdustry, and Environment;

(b) European Environment Agency (EEA): The European Environment
Agency benefits from data collection on biodiversitlated indicators by the Forestry and
Timber Section, which data was widely used, fornepie, in the EEA study on European
Forest Biodiversity. EEA and the Forestry and TémiSection closely collaborated on
pilot reporting on and refinement of the new Euapé&orest Types classification. One of
the results of this collaboration was the orgairesabpf the technical workshop on pilot
application of the new classification in the repagtprocess for the next Forest Europe
conference;

(c) European Forest Institute (EFI): EFI colleagues participate in the work of
the core group of experts on the European Foresto6©utlook Study and contribute
regularly to statistical preparation of the UNECE®F Forest Products Annual Market
Review. The EFI European Forest Observatory in Nancy, ¢ads a key player in the
process of reporting on qualitative indicators arst8inable Forest Management, which
includes collecting and analysing, processing amalyais of data on policies, institutions
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and instruments for Sustainable Forest ManagemeBtiiope. EFI conducts joint projects
with the UNECE/FAO on forest products prices. Otbpportunities for collaboration, for
example on data and information disseminationpareg explored;

(d) International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO): ITTO contributes
the chapter on tropical forest products to the UREAO Forest Products Annual Market
Review and participates as a frequent speaker at the @@temim annual Market
Discussions. Statistics are collected jointly WitNECE/FAO via the Joint Forest Sector
Questionnaire on forest products;

(e) World Trade Organization (WTO), Trade and Environment Division:
Besides mutual information sharing, 2010 was malkethe co-organization with WTO of
a workshop on trade measures and timber marke28 dnarch 2010. It was followed by a
joint contribution of the UNECE Trade and TimberwviBion with the Sustainable Energy
Division to the WTO discussion forum on trade inunal resources;

4] United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP): UNEP participates in
numerous activities of the UNECE/FAO Forestry anmnfer Section. In 2010, for
example, a seminar on Environmental Governanceaf@reen Economy was organized
jointly. UNEP also participates in and supports iediversity work of the UNECE/FAO
European Forest Sector Outlook Study as a membéeheotore group of experts. The
UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber Section is involvedtie preparation process of the
UNEP Green economy report. The Section attendei@wemeetings in November 2009
and July 2010, and actively participated to thaenevprocess of the forestry chapter. The
Forestry and Timber Section also attended the May0Zannual general meeting of the
sustainable buildings and climate initiative lavedhoy UNEP in order to promote the
organization of a forum in 2011 on measuring buigi carbon footprint, taking into
account the raw materials processing and construstages.

21. The UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber Section aisoperates with other relevant
UNECE divisions and committees, such as on endgrage, environment, housing and land
management and water. A more detailed account eflatier is included in document
ECE/TIM/2010/3.

V. Recommendations

22. The Committee is invited to review the list of cooperation as indicated above
and to suggest ways and means to strengthen partnerships with key organizations,
particularly in the context of the International Year of the Forests.




