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Introduction

1. The Timbeh Committee held its forty-seo'oftd session at Geneva from 8 to
12 October 1984. The session was attended by representatives from the following 
ECE countries: Austria; Belgium; Bulgaria; Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic; Canada; Czechoslovakia; Finland; France; German Democratic Republic; 
GermanyFederal Republic of; Greece; Hungary; Ireland; Italy; Luxembourg; 
the Netherlands; Norway; Poland; Portugal; Romania; Spairt'; Sweden; Switzerland; 
Turkey; Union of Soviet Socialist Republics; United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland; United Statês of America; and Yugoslavia. D

2. The following United Nations and Specialized Agencies were represented:
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD); International Labour 
Organisation (ILO); Food and Agri'oulture Organization (FAO).

3 . The following intergovernmental organizations participated; General Agreement 
of Tariffs and Trade (GATT); European Economic Community (EEC).

4 . The following non-governmental organizations were represented: European 
Cbhfederation of Agriculture (‘CEA); the European Federation of Plywood
Industries (FEIC); the International Federation of Building and Wood Workers (IFBWW); 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)'; 'The International Technical 
Association for Tropical Timber (ATIBT)-; the Organisation of European Sawmilling 
Industries (OES).

5 . The Committee paid homáge to the' memory of Mr. Knut Ronge, delegate of Sweden 
and past Chairman of the Timber Committee, Mr. Vladimir Novak, delegate of' 
Czéchoslovakia and Mr. Albe Urbânovski, delegate of Yugoslâvia. , , > .
Adoption of the Agenda (Item 1 of the Agenda)

6. The piMMfisional agenda (ECE/TIM/2 4), presented by the secretariat, was adopted. 

Election of officers (Item 2 of the Agenda)

7 . The Committee elected Mr. E. Nowicki (Poland) Chairman and Mr. L. Strá’ngh (Sweden),
Vice-Chairman. 'It expressed its deep appreciát-lon to Mr. A. Froncillo (Italy), the 
outgoing Chairman, for his valuable services to the Committee. ’ ’

Matters arising out of the thirty-ninth session of the Commission 
(Item 3 of the Agenda)

8. The Committee was informed of the Commission's discussion of its work.
Attention was drawn to the resolution and decisions of the Commission, on the basis 
of TIM/R.93* The Committee' agreed to take account of these discussions, resolution
and decisions! particularly with regard to its programme of work.

Actlvi-ties of other international bodies relevant to the work of the Committee 
{item 4  of the Agenda)

9 . The Committee was informed about the meeting of the FAO Committee on Forestry 
in Rome in May 1984 which had considered in particular potential problems and 
prospects for forestry beyond 2000.

Ш  Further information about participation may be obtained from the 
secretariat. Timber Section, ECE/FAO Agriculture and Timber Division, 
Palais des Nations, CH-1211 Geneva 10.



10. In connection with the forthcoming Ninth World Forestry Congress to be held 
in Mexico in July 1985,, the Committee on Forestry had supported a proposal by 
Austria that 1985 be pr.pclaimed,the .International Year ,of. the Forest. .This would 
be considered finally by the FAO Council; at its meeting in November 1984-

11. Attention was alsp drawn tO: the meeting of the FAO Advisory Committee on, 
Wood-Based Panp). Pî oducts to. be held in Rome, in December 1984. The FAO,, Advisory 
Commictee of Experts on Pulp and Paper would consider a draft report on the 
outlook for pulp and paper at its meeting in June 1985.

12., The. Committee was also informed of the results of the , FAO Regional Conference 
for Europe held in Reykjavik (Iceland) in September 1984, nota.bly as regards the 
protection of the forest resources in Europe from various thrèats including air 
pollution, firs, insects and diseases. The Conference had adopted a Resolution 
on Conservation and Protection of Forest.Resources.

1 5. The Committee was also informed of the activities of its sister body, the 
FAC European .Forestry Cotnmissipn, in. particular as regards forest damage, notably 
from air poliption (see para. 99). The Committee noted that the EFC would co-sponsor 
the review meeting for the timber trends study (see para. 114) and welcomed the 
suggestion that adjoint session of the two bodies be held, perhaps in 19 8 7, to 
discuss the policy implications of’ the long-term study.

1 4. The Committee was informed of the preparations for the first session of the
IL.0 Forestry and Wood Industries Committee which will be held from I8 to
26 September 1985. Preparatory work consisted of the issue.of a general report 
and of two technical reports. The latter would cover the achievement of full 
employment in the woodworking industries and working, living and social conditions 
in the forestry sector. -

1 5. The representative of UNCTAD inforined the Committee of the conclusion of the 
'international Tropical Timber Agreement, in November 1983» under the Integrated
Programme for Commodities. It was hoped that the Agreement would come into force
before the end of March 1985» once the necessary requirements for signature and
ratification had been fulfilled. The bodies of the international Tropical Timber 
Qrganisation viill ,be its Council and three permanent Committees on. Economic 
Information and Market Intelligence, on Reforestation and Forest Management, and 
on Forest Industry.

1 6. The representative of the- GATT secretariat recalled that the annual session 
held at the Ministerial level in 1982 had decided to include in GATT's programme 
of work the, identification of trade problems, falling within its competence, of 
seml-rprocessed and processed; forest products. The Committee was informed of the 
e3ta.bli,shm,ent by the GATT Council in Spring I984 o f a Working Party on trade in 
certain natural resource products, including forestry products; two meetings 
relating to forestry products had been held and it was expected that a number of 
specific, problems would be identified in the interim report to the GATT Council 
next November, which the- Chairman o f the Working Party would present on his own- 
responsibility.

1 7. The rep.rcsentative of. the ISC drew the attention of the Committee to ISO 
bibliography No. 1, International standards for wood products and vjoodworking 
machinery; which lists over 200 published standards, draft standards and proposals.
He reported on the merger between the three ISO/TCs concerned with wood-based 
panels (TCs 8 9, 139 and 151 ) and on the good progress now being made in the work



of ISO/TÇ l65„ Tiipber Structures,. Very-close co-operation betweeh "ECË 'Principa'! 
Subsidiary' Bodies' and iSO hácl been a natural development of éecetit ¿he'dccupationb 
with the dikjmantling of non-tariff barriers to trade'and also reflect'ecl i'ecognitidn 
of Governments as partners with industries as the major clients for international 
standards.

1 8. The.fCpmmitliee v/as informed of thê  thirty-sixth General Assembly of СЕЙ 
held in September 1984 at Avignon.' The pissembly had adapted a resolution ori" 
present silvicultural problems in Europe which expressed concern in particular 
about rising silvicultural costs and stressed the importance of finding outlets 
for small-sized wood'. \‘ , j ,

1 9. The Committee was also informed of the'activities of the IFBWW,'•nbbabiy the 
recent meeting of its Wood and Forestrÿ Committee, which discusëed^ erapidyment 
problems in the forest sector as well as the' implications for the woodworking 
industries of air pollution damage to forests. The Committee was also informed 
of the".conference held last May on health and safety for wood, forestry and 
building workers'. , The IFBWW representative idjShtified a number of areas where 
h'is Organization was ready to work with'the'Conimitïë̂ è.

Review of activities since the Committee’s fohfey-fïrst session (Item 5 of the Agenda)
r ■ г I-- -r ■- - T - г ГТ ,n -1 -   - - . . . ^

(a) Joint FAO/ECE/ILO Committee on Forest Working Techniques and 
Training of Forest Workers', 'fIffeent^-session  ̂ v T ’TTT*'
  —  >'■ ■ ■ ■ ■ I ’ I I■! «■■■■ ■ I 1  HI. I  mm ■ II I ■ II ,1 I ii|4  ■ 4  ■ I f «

?0._ The, Committee was^ informed by Mr. ,A.P. Livanov (USSR), Chairman of the 
Joint Committee of ,'thé results of the‘l’ifteenth session, held in Izmi'r-Cesme from 
22 to 2^ May 1984 ,at the' invitation of the Government of Turkey'. It approved the 
Joint Committee's report, including its programme of work (TIM/EFC/WP.1/14). The 
Timber Committee was also informed of the study tour in Turkey and the Seminar on 
techniques and̂  machines for the rehabilitation of, low-productivity forest 
(report'jjj,'TIM/E^^^^ It warmly thanked the Government of Turkey
for, the excellent organization of the session and the seminar and the most 
interesting study tour, as well as the other Governments which had hosW(f seminars 
since the Joint Committee's previous session, namely, Austria, CzechosloVákia, the 
German Democratic Republic and the USSR.

.'The |imber Committee noted that, following the reorganization of the'
Joint Comrnittee which had hakèn place soñié years ago', further steps, notably'to 
strengthen the management of the teams of specialists, had been taken to rahke the 
work„of the Joint Committee still more effective.

22." The Timber Committee took note of the following seminars sohedul-ed; to be 
held in 1985 under the auspices of the Joint Committee:

- Seminar-on-methods and equipment for the-prevention'of- forest fires, 
in Portugal; ' ' 3' '

. Seminar on occupational health and rehabilitation of forest workers,
‘in Finland; ' '

,- Séminar on the mechanization of logging operations'in mounjtàirtous regions,
'in USSR. • . . V  -



It notied further that, while preparation fpr the seminars in Finland and the USSR 
wer©-;wejl advanced, some basic informatiop concerning the seminar in Portugál was 
still•missing. It was considered important that countries hosting ,seminars‘should 
provide timely information so that^the meeting may be publicized well'in advance.

2 3. The Timber Committee also noted that a United States workshop on extension 
education and technical services to private forest landowners, to be held in 
collaboration-.with the Joint Committee,, was scheduled to take place in 1985 and 
that for this workshop too, basic information had not yet, been receivedJ

24. The representative of the USSR drew the attention of the Timber Committee to" 
the fact that a number of projects, notably in the Joint Committee's work' área 2 
(Wood harvesting and transport) would be completed in the course of 1985/86.
The USSR would be submitting proposals for new projects in this work area with 
a view to maintaining the balance betv^een the three work areas (see para. 1 2 5).

2 5. The Timber Committee also endorsed the recommendation of the Joint'Committee 
Seminar on silvicultural, technological, economic and other'problems connected with 
the mechanization of thinning operations, that the FAO/ECE Working Party on Forest 
Economics and Statistics be invited to consider including the question of the' 
économie,, aspects, of thinning operations in its programme of work (see 
TIM/EFC/WP.1 /1 4, para. 1?). “ ■ - '

(b) Joint FAO/ECE Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics 
preparations for the fifteenth session

26. The .Committee was informed, by the Working Party's Chairman, Mr. E. Clicheroux 
(Belgium)," that preparations for the session to be held from 1 to 4 April 1985 
were we.ll in. hand and that the provisional agenda had been issued in English 
(TIM/EFC/WP.2,/15).

2 7. The Gommittqe noted with satisfaction that further information had been 
received to supplement the draft studies prepared by USSR experts concerning 
economic aspects of, the fuller use of forest biomass and the economic aspects of 
the introduction of. new forest machines and equipment.

28. The Committee was also informed that efforts were being made to' reduce the 
workload of national statistical offices by harmonizing statistical data collection 
by international organizations. The Working Party would disóusá developments in 
this area, and, if necessary, make recommendations.

29. The Working Party would also consider a new topic, the application of remote 
sensing for forest management, which would be the subject of a seminar in Sweden 
in May 1985.

(c) Meeting of the team of specialists on stress grading and finger-jointing 
of coniferous sawn timber

3 0. The Committee was informed of the results of the meeting, held in London 
(United Kingdom) on 9 March 1984 on the basis of TIM/R.94, by the team's Chairman, 
Mr. W.E. Townsley (Canada). It welcomed the fact that recently a number of 
countries had nominated correspondents and "contact points". It urged those 
countries which had not yet done so to nominate correspondents and "contact points" 
so that a complete list might be issued as soon as possible.



3 1. The Committee took note of the team's proposal that the limits for fissures 
in SIC grade be modified slightly (see TIM/R.94» para. 6 and annex II), but was 
informed that a number of countries had expressed reluctance to agree to a 
modification of the Recommended Standard at this stage. Furthermore, during the 
discussion, a number of proposals for other changes had been made. In the 
circumstances, the Committee agreed that an ad hoc meeting should be convened for 
mid-1985 to consider whether the recommended standards should be amended in the 
light of developments since their publication, and, if so," in what way. The- 
proposal regarding fissures in SIC grade would, of course, be considered. The 
ad hoc meeting should also review recent developments, such as work by ISO and 
CIB WI8 (see paras.32-33) and progress in the Canada/United States in-grade testing 
programme, and make any necessary recommendations for future action in order to 
encourage the harmonization of the provisions of national standards.

52. The Committee was informed that ISO had a proijramrae for developing structura^ 
design codes for buildings in all materials (including timber). An important 
aspect of this work was that these materials standards should be accepted as far 
as possible on a world-wide basis. Provision could however be made, where necessary, 
for regional or national special requirements. The ISO Council had recently 
recognized that single values or ranges of values may not be achievable in the 
first or other early editions of International Standards. The Committee was also 
informed that the ISO voting procedures provided for member bodies to signal that, 
for technical reasons, they may not be able to accept or to implement nationally 
particular standards which do not provide for their national practices.

3 3. The Committee was further informed that ISO/TC 16 5, Timber structures, had 
expressed an interest in developing the ECE Recommended Standards for stress 
grading and finger-jointing of structural coniferous sawn timber, fçr wider use.
ISO would wish to await the outcome of the proposed ad hoc meeting before 
progressing its work to an adyanced stage.

34* The Committee expressed its warm thanks to Mr. Townsley and the members 
of the team for their continuing active and successful work.

(d) Meeting of the team of 'specialists on energy -derived from wood

55* The secretariat was informed of the inaugural meeting of the reconstituted 
team of specialists held on 1 1-1 2 April I984» on the basis of TIM/R.95* The 
Committee agreed that its ,work on energy derived from wood should concentrate 
in the first instance on questions relating to the collection, transport and 
preparation of wood biomass, as well as its direct combustion or conversion into 
different types of fuel.

56. The Committee also agreed that questions of energy conservation should" be 
dealt with separately. It invited countries to provide any readily available 
information on the energy conservation aspects of timber construction, including 
thati on the energy used in the manufacture of wood products as compared with 
competing materials.

37* The Committee endorsed the team's proposals regarding subjects to be examined 
in depth (TIM/R.9 5» para. 9) and its methods of work, whereby drafts prepared by 
individual team members would be circulated for comment by other members 
(TIM/R.9 5, paras. 10-1 3 ). The delegation of Bulgaria confirmed that the 
Bulgarian team member, who had not been able to attend the meeting, would examine 
the subject suggested.



5 8. The Committee also endorsed the suggestion that the team next meet in 
April 1985 to review the studies and prepare proposals for future action.

39- Finally, the Committee took note of the election of Mr. A. Fruhwald 
(Federal Republic of Germany) as team leader and warmly thanked him and the 
other members of the team for their contributions.

(e) Structure of the sawmilling industry

(i) Seminar on methodologies of data collection for the 
sawmilling industry

40. The Committee was informed that its team of specialists on the sawmilling 
industry, had met in Kotka (Finland) from 5-7 June 1984, along with a number 
of experts from developing countries, had reviewed the draft survey of the 
structure of the savjmilling Industry (see paras. 43-45 below) and had proposed 
certain modifications to the enquiry used in collecting data, to make’the 
enquiry suitable for use world-wide. The Committee approved the team's report 
(TIM/R.9 6) and expressed its support for the recommendation that FAO carry 
out a world survey of the sawmilling industry, taking experience gained in 
Timber Committee activities as a starting point, in order to complete FAO 
coverage of the basic forest industries.

4 1. The Committee warmly thanked the Government of Finland for hosting the 
meeting and for the support provided to allow the participation of experts^ from 
developing countries, as well as the Finnish Sawmill'^üwners‘'‘“A3seclatlon for 
its excellent organization of the seminar and associated 'study trips and for the 
generous hospitality extended to participants.

4 2. The Committee regretted that several team members had not participated in 
the meeting and stressed that when nominating members of teams of specialists, 
Governments should bear in mind that full participation by all members was 
necessary for the successful functioning of the teams.

(ii) Enquiry on the structure of the sawmilling industry: 
preliminary 'results

4 3. The Committee was informed of the preliminary results of the enquiry
on the structure of the sawmilling industry in the ECE region (TIM/R.97). It 
noted that most countries had supplied rather full information of good quality.

44. The Committee urged countries which had not yet replied to the enquiry 
to do so as soon as possible. It requested countries to check the data in 
TIM/R.97 and send any corrections to the secretariat by 31 December 1984.

4 5. The Committee agreed with the suggestion that after this revision 
and any other necessary modification, the results of the enquiry should be 
published and presented to the Joint FAO/ECE VJorking Party on Forest EconCmics 
and Statistics at its fifteenth session in April 1985-



Market developments in 1984 and prospects for 1985 
(Item fe of the Agenda”)

46. The Committee heard a brief statement from each delegatión 'ôn recent 
developments in its country's economy and main forest prôducts markets, which 
supplemented the written country statements. The Committee took note, during 
the discussion, of the Annual Forest Products Market Review (Supplei&ent 1 to 
Volume XXXVTI of the Timber Bulletin for Europe), prepared by the secretariat, 
and of the brief up-dating of the Annual Review by the secretariat in TIM/R.98 
and addenda. It drew up tables of estimates for 1984 and 1985 of domestic 
requirements, production, imports and exports of sawn softwood and softwood logs, 
sawn hardwood and hardwood logs (temperate-zone and tropical), particle board, 
plywood, fibreboard and pulpwood. It noted that, for some countries, thè estimates 
were prepared by industry associations or scientific institutions and not by 
Government agencies. A summary table of the estimates is presented in Annex I.

General introduction

4 7. The upswing in economic activity, wirich first got under way in North America 
in Iqte 1982, gradually spread more widely among the market economies of the
ECE region during 1983 and the first half "of 1984. Expansion in the United States 
continued at a much stronger rate than in western Europe, even though there were 
indications of some slackening of the rate in the third quarter of 1984* Official 
forecasts for 1984 for western Europe have been revised slightly upwards during 
the course of the year,, but the recovery has remained weaker and more hesitant 
than in the United States. f
48. Inflation rates in many west European countries have been reduced to lower 
levels than for a number of years and the prospects are that they can be held 
down in the short- to medium-term. In the United States, interest rates are 
currently high and there is the possibility of their rising still higher. The 
present strength of the United States dollar vis-à-vis other currencies, is 
likely to be maintained in the short term bringing with it improved export 
possibilities for Européen industries. Its position in the longer term will, 
however, depend on a number of factors which cannot yet be assessed.if
49* The recovery in western Eùrope has not been accompanied by a revival 
in new dwelling construction, although in several countries investment is 
growing in construction as a whole as well as in industry and other sectors of 
the economy, notably those oriented towards exports.

50. The countries with planned economies in eastern Europe and the USSR 
increased their aggregate Net Material Product by some 4 per cent in 1983, 
and a slightly higher rate of growth is foreseen for 1984, representing an upturn 
in the pace of expansion compared with the preceding few years. Investment may 
have been expanding at higher rates than planned: much of it is related to
structural changes needed to bring about higher over-all efficiency in the 
economies.



51. Many of the external factors which have been influencing, whether in a 
positive or negative way, the forest products market in recent months, are 
likely to remain during the coming year, including a further slowing down of
the United States economy, slow and hesitant growth in western Europe, containable 
levels of inflation, high interest rates and unemployment levels, and dwelling 
construction activity well below the average of the past decade. This suggests bhat 
most forest produóts markets will remain highly competitive. Suppliers and their ' 
customers will need to continue to approach the market with caution and they 
should recognize the need to maintain reasonable levels of profitability for all 
concerned in order to reinvest for the future strength of the sector.

5 2. The Committee stressed the need for all parts of the sector to work together 
tb áéveíop new uses for wood products and to promote their use in existing 
applications.

4

(b) Sawn softwood and softwood logs

53* The moderate improvement in European consumption of sawn softwood in 1983, 
after three years of decline, is expected by the Committee to be followed by a 
slight decline over the two following«years.. The estimate of domestic requirements 
of 73-9 million m^ for 1985 is 1 .9 million m^, or 2.6 per cent less than in I983 
but still above the depressed 1982 level. The steep recovery in North America 
in 1985 is being followed by more modest growth in 1984 and a downturn in domestic 
requirements in 1985 to 96.5 million m^, which would be a little below the 1983 
level. '

54- In both Europe and North America, trends in production and trade are 
expected to reflect those of domestic requirements, although the downturn in 
Europe's requirements in 1984 is preceding that in production, which should 
become apparent in 19 8 5., The 'expected drop in European output next year 
amounts to 1.2 million m of which Sweden alone accounts for 900,000 
A number of exporting countries in Europe announqed steps to curtail output 
of whitewood sawm/ood, which, it was stated, could not under current international 
market dorlditions be produced at a profit in their countries.

1 '
55* Levels of real consumption may not Vary very much between I983 and 1985» 
and the decline in domestic requirements could be explained by some lowering 
of stocks along'the chain of supply in importing countries. Exporters, some 
of whose stocks îrère at exceptionally low levels at the beginning of 1984» have 
been rebuilding tovrards more normal levels and expect this to allow them to 
offer better service to their customers. At least during the first half of 
1984, production of sawn softwood in North America outstripped consumption, 
stocks increased and prices fell sharply between the spring and the autumn.

56. The production of softwood logs in Europe is expected to be adequate to 
meet anticipated demand from the sawmilling industry, with a modest rise in 
1984 followed by a fall of a similar scale in 1985- Trade will decline by about 
10 per cent in 1984» partly as a result of the ending of clearance work on 
storm-damaged timber in a number of countries and partly of reduced import 
demand in some of the leading importers. In I985 there is forecast to be a 
further decline in European exports. North American softwood log exports 
are expected to level out on a high plateau in 1985 after a strong rise in 
1984. Those of the USSR will also level out after falling in 1984.



57. In'the coühse of the discussion, it was pointed out that there was 
forecast to be ohly a slight decrease in domestic and import requirements of , 
sawn softwood' in -Europe in 1984 and 1985, and that this signified rather stable- 
market condition's. Weak demand from some sectors, such as new dwelling 
construdtion,'was being offset by Stronger demand from others, such as repairs, 
maintenance and do-it-yourself. „ ,

58. Зл' Europe the contrast between the markets for redwood and whitewood . 
continued to be marked by a substantial price differential, which could not 
be explained by differences in qualityi Efforts were being launched by some 
exporting countries to strengthen the marketing'of, whitewood, but it was feit 
that the price differential would-persist.

59- Concern was expressed at the downturn in the share of timber-frame dwellings 
built in the" United Kingdom as a result of adversp publicity. This showed the 
need'4or’ the timber and allied trades to work together actively to detpnstrate 
the inherent benefits of this type of construction. A similar approach ,wap ) 
needed where other end-use sectors were threatened, for example wooden floor 
joists by concrete beams.

60. Some exporting countries considered that, after the growth of recent years, 
salés prospects to countries in-North Africa and West Asia still remained 
promising.

6 1.' The delegation'of the Federal Republic of Germany stated that the felling 
of trees with damage attributable bo air pollution had been offset by a 
reduction "in planned fellings elsewhere ; no additional supplies of softwood 
logs would have to be placed on the market, at least in 1985*

62. The Committee concluded that supply and demand for sawn softwood on the 
European market were fairly well balanced for this year and 1985* Problems of 
oversupply did exist for whitewood., - but several European producer countries 
were taking measures to reduce production substantially. The present oversupply 
was considered to be a temporary phenomenon partly due to the lowering of 
stocks in some importing countries. Because there seemed little prospect
for a significant upturn in sawn softwood demand in 1985, consumers and 
importers were likely to continue purchasing on a hand-to-mouth basis.
Exporters’ interests would be best''served, by not forcing the pace of selling 
in the forward market. ' ,

A 'r .

(c ) Hardwoods (temperate-zone and, tropical )

65. Recessionary trends had prevailed in the hardwood sector in Europe 
and North America since I98O. In the United. Stjates they came to an end 
with the sháAp heûovéry in 198'3 when apparent consumption and production of 
sawn hardwood rose by nearly 20 per cent. In Europe, the beginnings of 
recovery were more hesitant. After the downward trend had flattened out in 
1982, consumption rose marginally in 1983 and imports and exports rather 
more strongly. Production, on the other hand, continued to decline further.



64. For 1984, tha Committee expects European requirements to decline,slightly, 
mainly due to an expected fall In imports to nearly the level of 1982.; For 
production, on tha other hand, a small increase, and for exports a larger one,. ’ 
were Cô-r®cast. Increases ;.of some 2~per cent were estimated for European 
requirements, production and imports of sawn hardwood in 1985* Exports were 
forecast to remain unchanged.

65. In'the United States, requiremesnt.s and prciuction of sawn hardwood in, 1984 
were expected to rise further, though'less sjharply than in 1985• For 1985,,, the 
Committed'expected continued growth of. the sawn, hardwood market in the .Ihitad States, 
though at a further reduced pace, with requirements and production, rising ¿y a
few percentage peints.^ A marked rise was also expected for exports to the record
lever oif '3i'»7 million ra*'’. . w ;;

66. The -European hardwood log market was, characterized in 1983 by a marginal 7
increase Дп  consumption and imports, and an equally marginal decrease in p^roductlon 
and exports.

6 7. For 1984, the Committee expected a further, somewhat larger rise in 
requiretnentsJ '' Fo'r; хрЗЗ, the Comml-ttee-expected a ,-basically, unchanged situation 
for the European har'dwood logrmarket» with-small increases of .the. order .qfj
1 per cent for requirements, production and imports, while no change was forecast 
for exports.

68. During the discussion, the Committee noted,the effect which the appreciation 
of thebUftited States dollar against-most other currencies was having .op ¡European ' 
imports from dollar or dollar-linked regions, and which in turn was resulting in
a widening gap between prices of European domestic hardwoods and those from 
North America-and certain tropical regions.,

69. In -èonnection with recent severe storm damage and - related calamities to 
hardwood"fbhests' In some countries, it was-pointed out that the prevailing high 
demand for'-good'equality hardwoods, as well .as adjustments in felling programjnes,
had large-iy-'prevented-disruption of tha markets..,,,;,.

7 0. Reference'was Also made to ,the role of sea freight rates for tra.d.q, ánd. . 
certain'distortions in freight structures which caused disadvantages to certain 
supplying areas, notably v;est Africa. Important changes were taking.'pjapp,'
in the trade in tropical hardwoods with the build-up of processing industries' 
consumption in hardwood producing countries. New importing as well as expprting 
areas were making their appearance as well ás new trade flows, for instance, 
between west''Africa an.(i east Asia.;? ■ :

7 1 . Concern was expressed by oneidelegation over-the continued existenqo of 
barriers to trade, for instance ,in the field pf phyto-sanipary regulations.
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(d) Wood-based panels

72. The Committee expects that the modest recovery recorded in 1985 which had 
brought back consumption of wood-based panels as a whole in Europe to the level 
of 31.96 million m^, will continue in 1984. European domestic requirements in 
1984 are estimated to rise by 0.5 per cent and production somewhat more strongly, 
by 1 .8 per cent. A further small rise of l.è per cent in European requirements ■ 
of wood-based panels as a whole is also forecast by the Committee in 1985 and a 
larger one, of 2 .3 per cent for production. The expected increase in requirements 
of 500,000 m^, is due to a rise in requirements of particle board of 440,000 m^, 
and of fibreboard of 140,000 nP.
7 3- Concerning the development of individual products bétween I983 and 1985»
European requirements and exports of plywood are expected to remain practically 
unchanged, production to grow by 3.1 per cent and imports to decline slightly. - 
For fibreboard, an increase in requirements of 3 .4 per cent in imports of 3.7 per cent 
and in production of 5..? per cent is foreseen, while exports are expected to grow 
more strongly, by neariy 13 perèenti " ■

74. The United States ' maiket for wood-based panels is estimated by the Committee 
to show a somewhat different developraeht between 1983 and 1985* For 1984, a 
further rise in requirements of 3.88 million m^, or nearly 13 per cent, is forecast, 
followed by a decline of 3.ОО million m ■ ih 1985. ^

75. The Committee noted that market penetration in Europe of the established panel 
types seemed to have reached saturation level in the majority of end-uses. Furthermore, 
several of the main end-use sectors, e.g. furniture, were increasingly affected by 
imports of corresponding mánufactures from regions outside Europe. Timber-frame 
construction, a'n important' outlet for panels, in particular plywood, was experiencing
a setback in the United Kingdom due to adverse publicity. In addition, the 
particle board industry was having once again to explain its position with regard to 
formaldehyde emissions.

76. More active development of nevi applications d'f existing panel types was 
needed. It was further considered that thehe was a need to develop new, more 
advanced types of panels, notably composite panels. In this connection, marked 
changes were taking place in the North American industry where a variety of new 
panels wére increasingly substituting softwood plywood in building construction.

77. It was pointed out that despite the extensive restructuring of the industry 
in recent years in Europe, and the reduction in the number of mills, capacity had 
not been reduced to the same extent, and overcapacity remained an acute problem.
The markets were therefore■in an unbalanced state, with standard-type panels being 
traded at depressed price levels. There was also a danger that the demand 
potential for certain new types of panels, notably MDF, had been over-estimated 
and that excess capacity had been installed.

78. In discussing these various aspects, the Committee considered that there, was 
a need, for more detailed statistical coverage of the wood-based panels sector
in order to permit a thorough analysis of the market. It recognized, however, 
that numerous problems relating to classification, definitions and collection of 
data remained to be overcome before this could be achieved.



(e) Pulpwood

7 9. The markets for woodpulp were strong in 1985 and,the first half of I984, 
with hi.gh levels of capacity utilization in most countries. Pulp prices 
(expressed In dollars) rose sharply in the first half of 1984. Pulp production 
was expected to remain at these high levels'into 1985, although no further price 
rises are expected at present. Pulp stocks had risen to normal levels. Demand 
for waste paper has been very strong.

80. The Committee foresees a further rise in domestic requirements of pulpwood 
(including both roundwood and chips) in 1984 arid 1985» in both Europe and .
North America. In Europe they are expected to rise to 166.9 million m
(+ 5 ”9 per cent) in 1984 and to reach 1 7 1.O million m (+ 2 .5 per cent) in 1985s 
In the Uni'ted States of America the correspqriding estimates ar*e 201.1 million 
(+ 4-9 per ■cent), and 206.2 rniliibn m {+ 2 .5 per cent). ' ; ...

8 1. Domestic supply of all types of pulpwood is expected to expand in line with .
requirements and should be adequate to meet foreseen demand although some 
problems are being encountered in some countries with qualities for mechanical 
pulping. Thqre have been no further reports of the reluctance by private forest
owners to fell wliich had constrained supplies in some countries in recent years.
Higher prices áre mbbilizing pulpwood supplies and fiscal and legal measures to 
this end have also been introduced in the Nordic countries. The economics of 
thinning have been improved by the demand for energy wood and in Sweden also by 
promising developments in thinning methods and machines.,

8 2. In 1984, European pulpwood imports are expected to recover slightly and to , 
remain roughly stabie in 1985- Exports are estimated'to rise rather more sharply, .. , ' 
(+ 8 .5 per cent), but to fall by a similar percentage in 1985- The latter decline , 
is e'ssentialiy due to Czechoslovakia, which forecast a decline in export 
availability in I985 of O .64 million m,. due to the coming on stream of new domestic, 
pulp capacity.

8 5. The United States of America forecasts a continuance of the decline in its 
pulpwood exports due to developments in Japan which. i's modifying the, structure of 
its pulp industry, diversifying the sources of its pulpwood imports and increasing , 
domestic fibre sbpp'ly. The United_States of America also fprecas'ta .a rise in 
pulpwood imports of I .31 million m (35 peh cent): it is thus expected/to become a
net importer of pulpwood in 1984.

8 4. It has so far been possible to absorb extra supplies, of roundwood caused by 
forest damage such as windblow, snow break or air pollution, without disrupting ,, 
the markets, although it hpd been necessary to modify felling schedules ànd downward 
pressure on prices had been experienced locally.

8 5. It wad pointed out that harvesting operations usually produced simultaneously 
both sawlogs and pulpwood as well as, increasingly, energy wood. The markets for 
the different assortments therefore interacted and analysis should take this into 
account. ‘



86. The Committee agreed that in many cases pulpwood markets were dominated by 
local factors, such as the opening or closing of a pulpraill or the consequences- 
of forest damage. The Committee was informed of a number of these factors 
affecting particular markets or trade flows.

8 7. A number of countries informed the Committee that their markets for wood for 
energy were expanding steadily,

(f) Points arising from tbe discussion of market developments

88. The Committee was informed of the response to its request, made in October 1983, 
that countries include in their market statements for the present session data on 
production and trade of medium density fibreboard (MDF) and medium board, as well
as on wood preservation. The Committee noted that the response in the case of 
fibreboard had been more positive than that for wood preservation. Replies from 
countries had indicated that few data for wood preservation were available. The 
Committee agreed that the Joint FAO/ECE Working Party on Forest Economics and 
Statistics be invited to consider in detail, on the basis of the experience gained 
at the Committee session whether relevant data on these subjects should be 
collected by the Committee, and, if so, what methods might be adopted.

89. It was pointed out that statistics on the wood-based panel sector, as for other 
sectors, were supplied by enterprises or customs officers and collected either by 
Government agencies or by industry associations. The latter*s data were collected 
and disseminated at the international level by international industry associations 
such as FEIC, FEROPA and FESYP (for plywood, fibreboard and particle board 
respectively)., The Committee invited the secretariat to contact interested 
organizations, including the three mentioned above, to discuss whether there were 
ways of improving the quality of information concerning the wood-based panels 
sector available at the international level, bearing in mind not only the desires of 
users of statistics but also the necessity not to overload the producers of 
statistics.
' if
90. It was noted that the membership of the Drafting Committee which gave
preliminary consideration to the part of the Committee's report concerning the
markets had been unchanged for many years. The Committee suggested that this 
membership might be modified, perhaps by the inclusion of experts from southern 
Europe and by strengthening the Drafting Committee's expertise for products other 
than sawn softwood.

91. It was also pointed out that the Committee's review of the markets for
pulpwood was not based on an authoritative review or quantified forecasts for the
pulp and paper sector. The Committee invited its office-holders to consider 
whether this situation should be changed, for instance by requesting an expert on 
the pulp and paper sector to address the Committee or by requesting forecasts for 
pulp production in the Timber Committee questionnaires.

92. It was pointed out that developments in Japanese markets continued to interact, 
sometimes strongly, with those of ECE member countries. It would therefore be
most valuable to have active Japanese participation in the market discussions as 
well as other parts of the Committee’s work. The Committee therefore requested 
the secretariat to invite the Japanese authorities to nominate an expert to attend 
the forty-third session and to present a report on the forest products market in 
his country.



(a) Special topic ; assessment of datnage to forests and loss of wood raw material 
from different causes

93- Mr. G. Calabri (Italy) presented to the Committee his country's experience of 
damage caused by forest fires. He explained that almost all Italian regions were 
vulnerable to fire damage and that the area of forest land destroyed by fire, 
after having reached a peak in 1982, had since decreased considerably, partly due to 
favourable v/eather conditions in 1984.

94* He listed a number of preventive measures adopted, such as the reinforcement 
of special forest regulations against arson. He also described the methods used 
for detecting and fighting fires, especially the growing utilization of aircraft.
He noted the difficulties encountered in damage assessment, which in most cases is 
limited to losses in wood production and to re-establiahment costs. Other losses 
relating to soil protection, watershed management, effects on climate and landscape, 
tourism and recreation were considered more important under Italian conditions 
but difficult to estimate.

95* Mr. J. Kozinski (Poland) informed the Committee of the measures taken in his 
country to combat insect infestation. He noted that the extensive spraying of 
chemicals to combat the nUn moth during the past years, in spite of unfavourable 
weather conditions, haa given encouraging re’sults. In I984 only small local centres 
of Infestation persisted and would continue to be chemically treated. He explained 
that secondary infestations of Polish forests by certain species of insects and 
fungi was still considerable all over the country and that a methodical and 
comprehensive campaign against them was being carried out. The measures taken 
included sanitation fellings and the Use of thaps. It was expected that sanitationr • 
fellings would start decreasing as fr'Om I986 to attain normal levels in I987 or 
1988. He als'o informed the Committee of the methodology used to evaluate forest 
damage in Poland. A full report on this subject would be submitted to the 
fifteenth session of the Joint FAO/ECE Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics,

96. Mr. E. Kaufmann (Switzerland) informed the Committee of the methodology and 
results of’ the "Sanasilva" programme for the observation of"the state' of health of 
the Swiss forest. A sampling survey of over 1,400 fbrest districts' was carried'out 
in 19 8 3» Samples of spruce'needles were also examined in order tb'fobtain a measure 
of air pollution and nutritive elements. Fourteen per cent of trees were found to 
be damaged, with regional concentrations increasing from west to east. These 
concentrations correspônded to areas where pollution was more ihtensive. No 
correlation was found between damage to trees and lack of nutritive eletaents.
In the light of these findings the "Sanasilva" programme had been extended for a 
period of four years and annual surveys will make it possible to determine variations 
in space and time.

9 7. The Committee warmly thanked the lecturers who had presented the Committee with 
most valuable and interesting information. It requested the lecturers to trarismlt 
the final versiôns of their presentations to the secretariat who would make them 
available to interested experts on request.'



(b) ■ Implications of air pollution damage to forests for wood supply and forest 
• products markets? results of enquiry

9 8. The Committee was informed that',' in accordance with its instrubtions at its 
forty-first session (ECE/TIM/23 paras. IO8-IIO), an enquiry had been circulated to 
national correspondents. It had emerged from the replies to this enquiry that ‘ 
countries, with very few exceptions, while conscious of the seriousness of the 
problem, were not yet able to provide any quantitative estimates or even to 
evaluate in qualitative terms with any degree of certainty the implications of air 
pollution damage to forests for wood supply and forest products markets. Intlie 
absence of informatiotn from ébuntrieà, Mr. W.E. Pleines, '®ousultant to the 
secretariat, had prepârefd n̂' sstimate of the area of forest damage in the' light 
of the most recently available data, estimates of the possible quantities of 
sanita'tien fellings in 1984» ând two scenarios for the short to medium term ' 
(TIM/RVIOO). The secretariat had also prepared some tentative long-term scehâriüa 
(TIM/R.100/Add.1) which were intended, amongst other things, as a preliminary 
approach to these problems in the long-term timber trends study (see paras. III-II4 ) 
a first draft of which was due for corapletiôft by the end of 1984. ■ The reactions of 
an informal meeting of experts'held on 4 October*1984 to these documents were also 
made available to the Committee. ‘

¡99. In the.ensuihg discussion a number of delegations informed the Committee of 
the forest damage situation in their countries, presenting the results of the most 
recent Studies Of the extent of damage and of investigations into the causal 
mechanism of the damage. A number of countries reported that the damaged area 
was increasing disturbingly fast and affecting broàdleaved as well as coniferous 
species. In this context, one delegation reminded the Committee that most 
"affected" forests were not destroyed but contained a certain percentage of damaged 
trees, some of which with only light damage. The same delegation felt that the 
common pradtice of adding together the areas with affected, damaged and dead trees 
and expressing the total as a percentage of total forest area might, due to 
misunderstanding by the consumers, bring the wood market nearer to*collapse than 
necessary. A few delegations indicated that the data for their countries in 
TIM/R.100, table 1, were incorrect or based on unofficial estimates and offered to 
transmit to the secretariat the best available estimates.

100. Delegations stressed that even though the cauSal mechanisms of thé damage were 
not yet clearly understood, the ohly'way significantly to reduce forest damage 
attributed to air péllütiort was by reducing emissiohs of pollutants. Action heeded 
to be undertaken at the national and internatioanl level. The Committee was ' '' 
informed of the results of the second meeting of the Executive Body of the Convention 
on Long-Range' Trans'boundary Air Pollution which had, amongst other things, reviewed 
a report on forest damage (EB.AIR/WG.l/R.'4/Rev.l), set up a working group to draft 
a specific agreement on sulphur emission reduction and included nitrogen oxides 
more' fully in its work programme: ‘ Delegations strongly supported the work of the 
Executive Body, as well as of the*FAO, notably its ad hoc Working Group on "Impact 
of Air Pollution on Forests" established by the European Forestry Commission, which 
was concentrating on* developing methods for evaluating and monitoring damage. 
Delegations Stressed that the problem was international and needed international 
solutions, and welcomed the continuing close co-operation in this field between 
the Executive Body, the FAO and the Timber Committee.



101. So far, there had been no surplus of- roundwood on the n^rket resulting from 
air pollution damage, a s  regular cutting” programmes had beerf'adjusted to take account 
of sanitation fellings. Nevertheless, as it was not certain that this situation 
would continue, delega;ti<^s reaffirmed that thqrîe was a jieed for international 
co-operation on the impact of air pollution damage on wood .supply and roundwood 
markets, and that tije Timber Gommittee was the -appropriate body to carry out this 
work. , . . .

10?. The Committee ,therefore decided to constitute a team of specialists on 
this subject, which woijld review the situation on the basis of the information 
available bo it and лчаке recommendations for future work by the Committee, the team 
itselif or other bodies-. It was stressed that as the problems were complex and 
rapidly evolving, the-team should be left to decide itself on the initial direction 
of its work and ¡Ьод act accordingly, as the Committee was not yet in a position to 
give indications on this subject. The beam should report Pack to the Committee's 
forty-third session in October 1985*

1 0 3- Countries which wished to nominate an export to the team w ^ e  requested to г 
transmit the name to the secretariat before 51 Deceiaper 1984» The secretariat should 
convene the team's first meeting early in 19^57

104. Countries were also requested to transmit to the secretariat by 51 December 1984!

- any. necessary corrections to the data referring to their country in TIM/R.100; 

comments on the methodology and results of TIM/R.100,and Add.l;

- —  suggestions for activities, by the team;.„ ^

- any national studies considered rslevant to the questions under consideration. 

This information wctul4 be most useful to the .team of spécialiste,
« , , + , , , , , «о

10 5. The Committee noted that the informal meeting n^ptioned in para. 97 had 1 
considered that the scenario-based«approach adopted in TIM/R.100 and Add.l was the^ 
only approach possible, given the scarcity of established facts on which to base 
forecasts. Sojqie deleg§tions, however, express¡ed concern that the use of scenarios 
could be counterproduqtiye, as many readers wo.uld not distinguish between scenarios 
and forecasts. This ppuld increase-rather than diminish disturbances of the 
roundwood markets.

106. The Committee invited the team of specialists to-give special attention to 
these questions whqn deciding on the direction of itp work. pointed out
that in the context of thf.timber trends study, it would be. necessary to construct 
some scenarios relatingrtp the possible impact of damage to-forests, although the < 
degree of uncertainty surrounding them would be clearly explained.

1 0 7. die delegation pointed out that although these problems appeared to be most 
acute in Europe, the team should also be aware of<the situation and problems of 
North America...



(с ) Measures to be taken in the event of sudden and severe damage to forests

10 8. The Committee was informed, on the basis of TIM/R.lOl, of the follow-up to 
the forty-first session's decision to establish a project on measures to be taken 
in the event of sudden and severe damage to forests. The Committee noted that 
not all countries had transmitted to the secretariat relevant publications or 
reports describing the technical, economic, social or fiscal measures taken in 
reaction to sudden and severe damage to forests, lists of institutions whose 
advice or assistance could be useful in such cases and the address in their country 
to which the information on such damage should be sent. The Committee reiterated 
its invitation to bountries, which had not yet done so, to transmit to the 
secretariat the information requested, above.

109. A certain number of countries expressed their intention to send to the 
secretariat available reports on their experiences of sudden and severe damage to 
their forests.

110. The Committee urged countries which experienced such damage, especially when 
such damage was expected to result in significant market impact, to make use of 
the system set’ up, by sending to the secretariat information on the subjects listed 
in the suggested outline in TIM/R.lOl, annex IV as soon as practicable after the 
damage occurred.

111. The Committee agreed to review progress achieved on this project at its 
forty-third session.

Ctudy CY European timber trends and prospects; progress report (Item 8 of the- Agenda)

112. The Committee was informed of progress on the study (referred to as ETTS IV), 
on the'basis'bf TIM/R.102. The period between the Committee’s forty-first and 
forty-second fo'essions had seen the end of the period of organization, data colleption 
and enquiries and the beginning of writing up the first draft of the study. Work 
was well advanced on roundwood supply forecasts, the outlook for non-wood benefits, 
forest demand models prepared in conjunction with FAO, and energy questions.

1 1 3. During the period in question, three-mini-seminars had taken place, concerning 
Finland, Poland and Switzerland. Countries had continqed to contribute most generously 
to the success of the study, by the secondment of experts, by contributing to the 
secretariat's travel expenses and by contributions to'the ETTS IV Trust Fund,
as wefl "as'through the invaluable contributions of national correspondents. The 
Comsrfitt'áb exîir'Êssed its warm appreciation to all those’ individuals, institutions 
and Governments who v/ere contributing to the preparation of the study.

1 1 4. The Committee welcomed the continuing co-operation in the field of outlook 
studies with other international organizations, notably IIASA.



1 1 5. The' (ismraittee approved the followir^'time-table for the study : “

1985 :Ci.rculation‘of, draft in English, French anq „
' /Russian / . ,.

. 26-30/i(jigust 1985 Review meeting/.(cp-sponsored by the Tiraber,;;CcHnmittee
\  ///,/7, дрД the FAO European .Forestry. Commission) ,, j

‘, / / October 138 5 ■ ,й|,дрйзз1оп of EtT$/lV by... jihe, Timbe.r,, Committee on ¡the.
, oj'., .. /'baais of the. report of the review.,meeting ; - . .

Late 1985 Discussion of ETTS IV by the European Forestry
. Commission on, the basis of the report of the r.evievf -

.. . , 7 , .. meeting ■//.,..! -Í ¡ J ■
Early 1986 Publication of ETTS IV, revised as necessary in the

light of comments .by the review meeting and the 
sponsoring bodies., /Tphe timing of pubíication will.-, 
,,be/qetermined ,by the, extent ¡of .revision. )

Ootober 1987 Joint sèssion of the Timber Committee and,the
European Forestry Commission to discuss policy 

... implications of the study¿ .

Activities of other Principal Subsidiary Bodies of ECE of interest to the 
Timber Committee (Item 9 of. the .Agsnda ),, , ., _

1 1 6. The Committee was informed, on the.basis of.TIM/R.103, of the activities of 
other Principal Subsidiary B^'ies of.ECE.dealing with matters,of concern to it. ,

. The Cómmittee took note of this information/and agreed to take it into account 
/)hen discussing its own progratmne of work. . , /.

Programme of work for 1985-1989 (Itèm 10 Of/the’Agenda)

(a) Proposals submitted to the thirty-ninth session of the.Commission

1 1 7. The Committee carefully ejcámiñed thé proposals for ito programme of work 
referred to it by the thirty-n,inth session of the Commission as set out in TIM/R.IO4 . 
The Committee gave its support to the proposais for thé reformulation of, the 
programme, as set оиД i'ri/énnex I. to TIM/R.lbj4, with the follpwing modifications;

(i) in the‘tipie of stibprogrararae 1 4.4 , delete the phrase "including pulp and 
paper" (for explanation, see paras.. llJ-liS, pelpw); .

(ii) transfer prngramme’element l4.'4.ÿ. - Rational use pf liood biomass and 
the reduction of losses, to subprogramme 1 4*5 ; and programme 
element 14.5-2. - Energy conservation and self-sufficiency in the 
mechanical wood-processing industries, to subprogramme 1 4.4 •

The Committee's proposal for the revised programme is set out in annex II.



1 1 8. The Committee considered the proposal for extending the scope of its activities 
to include woodpulp, paper and paperboard in a more comprehensive way than hitherto.
It was informed that its Office-holders had met on 8 October 1984 and were joined
by the heads of delegation of a number of countries interested in this matter.
Mr*. Froncillo (Italy), who had chaired the meeting, reported on its findings.
The purpiose of the meeting had been to prepare draft recommendations on the basis 
of Which the Committee could debate the position to be taken on the proposal.I 1 "
119. The Committee unanimously agreed with the findings of the meeting, namely:

(1) The Committee is already covering many pulp and paper aspects in its 
programme of work, notably in the long-term studies and the system of

- stati-stical-reporting; -
( '

(2) Therè is continuing co-operation between the Committee and international 
bodies dealing specifically with pulp and paper, notably the FAO 
Advisory Committee on Pulp and Paper and the OECD Ad hoc Working Party
on Pulp and Paper. Шеп it required more specialized information, for
example on competition for raw material between forest industries, it 
could call on the expertise of these and other appropriate bodies;

(3) Enlargement of its activities in the way proposed would place a heavy 
extra burden on national resources;

(4) The secretariat was already fully stretched in carrying out the present 
'programme of work. If new activities were to be undertaken, additional
resources would therefore have to be made available.

' (5) The Committee's programme of work in its present form was well balanced
and broadly corresponded to countries' requirements;

(6) The present programme, adapted in the way proposed in para. II6 should 
be retained without further changes.

120. In response to the request for comments on the impact and usefulness- to 
Governments of the publications which were issued in accordance with its programme 
of work, the Committee agreed that both the statistical and other types of 
publications in the Timber Bulletin for Europe series were a most valuable source
of good quality information on the forestry and forest products sector. It recommended 
that the coverage of information provided by the present range of publications 
should be maintained, while expressing the hope that their visual presentation 
could be improved. In this connection, it noted with interest that the secretariat 
was examining possible changes to the way in which the publications were issued, 
which vrould be put into effect in 1985.

f

(b ) Review and revision of the draft programme of work for 1985--1989

121. The Committee considered its programme of vrork on the basis of the draft 
prepared by the secretariat in annexes III and IV of TIM/R.10 4, which took into 
account the programme adopted at its forty-first session, the proposals referred to 
it by the thirty-ninth session as well as the decisions taken at that session,
the results of meetings cf the Committee's subsidiary bodies. The Committee also



took into account ita own discussions and decisions under other items of the agenda.
It approved its programme of work for 1985-1989 as set out in annexes II, III and
IV. 1/

122. The Committee noted with appreciation the offer, subject to confirmation, of 
Sweden to organize the 1985 Timber Committee study tour to coincide with the 
International Fair "ELMIA WOOD 1985" in May 1985. It invited Sweden to confirm 
this invitation as soon as possible and requested the secretariat to co-operate 
with the Swedish authorities in carrying out the necessary preparations. It invited 
other countries to consider the possibility of organizing a study tour in I986
and later years and to forward their offers to the secretariat.

1 2 3. With regard to project 14.1.3. - Trends, prospects and policies in forestry 
and forest products in southern Europe, the Committee Urged the countries concerned 
to reconsider the possibility of hosting an ad hoc meeting on a topic related to 
the production and marketing of products of specific interest to Mediterranean 
forestry,

124. The Committee,referred to the Steering Committee of the Joint FAO/ECE/ILO 
Committee on Forest Working Techniques and Training of Forest Workers the following 
proposals for projects in programme element 1 4.3 .2 , - Wood harvesting and transport;

(1) Technological, economic and social aspects of using multi-functional 
machines in logging operations;

(2) ; Technological, economic and social aspects of the harvesting' and primary
conversion of wood.

1 2 5., The Committee noted that Romania, the lead country in its project on economic 
and technical developments in the furniture industry, which was now incorporated 
in project 14.4-1- - Development and Introduction of new technologies in the 
wood-working industries, including furniture, had prepared proposals for activities 
in this fiéld. It had not yet been possible, however, to establish a team of 
specialists with satisfactory representation from among ECE member countries. It 
agreed that countries should be invited again to nominate experts to.join the team.
It .supported the proposal to organize a seminar, possibly in 1987 or 1988, on the 
furniture industry and. noted with appreciation that Romania was prepared to consider 
the possibility of hosting it. It agreed that one of the first tasks of the team 
of specialists should be to draw up proposals for the scope and programme of the 
seminar.

12 6. The Committee heard with interest that Hungary,had undertaken a study on the 
use of forest products, notably lower quality hardwoods, in agricultural constructions 
and was considering what contribution it might be able to make under project 14.4-2. - 
Development of new products, markets and applications for forest products, including 
possibly the hosting of a seminar on this topic. It would inform the secretariat 
of the outcome within a few months.

,1_/ The Committee's programme of work is presented in three forms:

. Ann.ex II. A brief presentation of the programme, at the 3-digit level, for 
discussion by the Commission.

Annex III. The full presentation of the programme, at the 4“digit level.
Annex IV. A tabular presentation of the programme, at the 4-digit level.



1 2 7. The Committee was informed that the United States was considering the 
possibility of hosting a seminar, which would also fall within project 1 4.4 .2 ., 
the theme of which could be the matching of end-users’ quality and specification 
requirements for lower-quality hardwoods with growers* and converters’ supply 
possibilities. It invited the United States delegation to discuss this matter 
further with the secretariat, so that this possibility and the one being 
considered by Hungary could be reviewed by the office-holders at their meeting in 
spring 1985.

other business (Item 11 of the Agenda)

128. The Committee recalled the importance it attached to the work carried out 
by the teams of specialists and that in some cases team members had not 
participated actively in the team’s work (see, for instance, para. 42 above).
The Committee reminded delegations that when team members were nominated they 
accepted certain obligations, notably to participate actively in the work and 
meetings of their teams. The Committee requested delegations to bear this in 
mind when nominating members of teams of specialists.

129. The delegation of the USSR presented a film on the activities of the export 
organization v/q Exportles. The Committee thanked the delegation warmly for 
this interesting film.

Adoption of the report of the Committee's session (Item 12 of the Agenda)

1 3 0. The draft report presented by the secretariat was adopted, with some 
modifications which have been incorporated into the present document.

Date of next session

1 3 1. The Committee agreed that its next session should be held from I4 to I8 
October 1985, subject to the availability of conference services for that period.
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Sub-proRramme 14.1: Medium- and long-term trends, prospects and policies for
forestry and forest products 

ProRramme elements
14.1.1 Appraisal of medium- and long-term timber trends and prospects
14.1.2 Medium-term trends in the structure and capacity of the 

wood-processing industries
14.1.3 Trends, prospects and policies in forestry and forest products 

in southern Europe

Sub-proRranme 14.2 : Current forest products market developments and short-term 
prospects, including international trade 

ProRfanme elements
14.2.1 Review of production, trade, consumption and prices of forest 

products
14.2.2 Standardization in the forest products sector

Sub-proRramme 14.3 : Forest working techniques and training of forest workers
Programme elements
14.3.1 Silvicultural operations and general management aspects
14.3.2 Wood harvesting and transport
14.3.3 Vocational training, applied ergonomics, safety and health

Sub-programme 14.4 : Economic, technological and managerial issues for the
wood-working industries

Programme elements
14.4.1 Development and introduction of new technologies in the

wood-working industries, including furniture
14.4.2 Development of new products, markets and applications for

forest products
14.4.3 Energy conservation and self-sufficiency in the mechanical 

wood-processing industries
14.4.4 Management techniques in the wood-working industries

Sub-programme 14.5 : Environmental and resource conservation issues
Programme elements
14.5.1 Quantification and evaluation of the environmental benefits of 

forests
14.5.2 Rational use of wood biomass and the reduction of losses
14.5.3 Implications of air pollution damage to forests for the forest

and forest products sector
14.5.4 Measures to be taken in the event of sudden and severe damage 

to forests

Sub-programme 14.6: Forest and forest products economics and statistics
Programme elements
14.6.1 Publication of the Timber Bulletin for Europe
14.6.2 Selected problems of economics and statistics of forestry and 

forest products
14.6.3 Forest resource analysis
14.6.4 Transfer of economic and statistical methods and experience in 

the forest and forest products sector



PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR 1985-1989: DETAILED PRESENTATION AT 4-DIGIT LEVEL

PROGRAMME 14 - TIMBER

This prograirane is carried out by the Timber Committee and its subsidiary 
bodies. The Committee meets annually, usually in October. In addition to the 
activities specified under the individual programme elements or sub-elements, the 
Committee also furthers the dissemination and exchange of information and experience 
by organizing study tours at the invitation of the governments concerned.

SUB-PROGRAMME 14.1: MEDIUM- AND LONG-TERM TRENDS. PROSPECTS AND POLICIES FOR FORESTRY
AMD FOREST PRODUCTS

14.1.1. Appraisal of medium- and long-tenn timber trends and prospects

14.1.1.1. Appraisal of lonR-term timber trends and prospects

Description: The Committee will keep under review and up-date projections and
forecasts of long-term trends in production, trade, consumption and prices of forest 
products, comparing them with projections made in previous long-term studies. The 
studies will provide governments with the latest projections and forecasts of 
long-term prospects at the regional and sub-regional level as a framework for 
national studies and as a basis for drawing up national policies for the forest and
forest products sector. Amongst other factors, the Committee's analyses will take
into account the impact of air pollution on the forestry and forest products sector,
including the prospects for future wood supply.

Work accomplished: Work continued on the new long-term study, including the setting
up of national teams of correspondents to participate in the work, collection and 
preliminary analysis of information, comparison of real trends up to 1980 with 
projections made in the previous study, the holding of an ad hoc meeting on the 
impact of energy developments on the forestry and forest products sector and contacts 
between the secretariat and national correspondents and other experts, including the 
holding of "mini-seminars" in a number of countries.

Work to be undertaken: Work on the new study will continue, including the
preparation of the draft of the study with target dates of 1985 for review by an ad 
hoc meeting (jointly with the FAO European Forestry Commission) and 1986 for final 
publication. The Committee will hold a joint session with the European Forestry
Commission in 1987 to consider the policy implications of the findings of the study.



14.1.1.2. Medium-term trends in the markets for specific forest products

Description: The Committee will review medium-term (3-5 years) trends in the
production, consumption, trade and prices of major forest products so that 
governments may be continuously informed of structural trends in the forest products 
markets of the ECE region. The medium-term surveys will allow recent trends to be 
compared with the projections made in the long-term studies (project 14.1.1.1.) and 
provide early warning to governments of deviations from expected developments.

Work to be undertaken: Further medium-term surveys will be postponed until after
completion of the long-term study (project 14.1.1.1.). Thereafter, they will be
resumed on a 3-year rotation of the following sectors: sawnwood and sawlogs;
wood-based panels; and pulpwood, wood for energy and miscellaneous roundwood.

Duration; Continuing after 1985.

14.1.2. Medium-term trends in the structure and capacity of the 
wood-processing industries

14.1.2.1. The wood-based panels industries

Description; The Committee will keep the structure and capacity of the wood-based 
panels industries under review in order to enable governments to form their own 
industrial policies for the wood-based panels sector in the light of information on 
international conditions.

Work accomplished; The results of the latest enquiry were published.

Work to be undertaken: The next enquiry will be circulated in 1985 and the results
published in 1986.

Duration; Continuing.

14.1.2.2. The sawmilling industry

Description; The Committee will keep the structure and capacity of the sawmilling 
industry under review in order to enable governments to form their policies for the 
sawmilling industry in the light of information on international conditions.

Work accomplished; Preliminary results of an enquiry on the structure of the 
sawmilling industry were reviewed by the seminar on methodologies of data collection 
for the sawmilling industry, held in Finland in June 1983. The seminar was attended 
by members of the team of specialists on sawmilling questions and participants from 
developing countries.
Work to be undertaken: After review by the forty-second session of the Committee,
the results of the enquiry will be published. Proposals for future activities, 
including the carrying out of a further enquiry, will be discussed by the fifteenth 
session of the Joint FAO/ECE Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics.



14.1.3. Trends, prospects and policies in forestry and forest products in
southern Europe

Description; The forest and forest industry policy and environmental problems facing 
countries in the Mediterranean area will be reviewed in the light of the long-term 
outlook for their forest economies, as depicted in European Timber Trends and 
Prospects. 1950 to 2000.
Work to be undertaken; The Committee will convene an ad hoc meeting at an
appropriate time on the production and marketing of products of specific interest to 
Mediterranean forestry, including cork and resin, and other such meetings, as the 
need is identified. All activities under this project will be carried out in
co-operation with the FAO European Forestry Commission.

Duration; To be decided.

SUB-PROGRAMME 14.2: CURRENT FOREST PRODUCTS MARKET DEVELOPMENTS AMD SHORT-TERM
PROSPECTS. INCLUDING INTERNATIONAL TRADE

14.2.1. Review of production, trade, consumption and prices of forest products

Description; The Committee will analyse, on a continuous basis, short-term trends in 
the production, trade, consumption and prices of forest products and forecast 
short-term prospects, with a view to providing governments and the forest products 
sector with accurate and up-to-date information and assessments, necessary for an 
orderly development of the supply/demand mechanism.

Work accomplished and to be undertaken: The annual session of the Timber Committee
reviews short-term trends and prospects in the production, trade and consumption of 
coniferous and non-coniferous (including tropical) logs and sawnwood, wood-based 
panels and pulpwood, on the basis of estimates and other market information prepared 
by delegations for the year in progress and the forthcoming year. An analysis of 
market trends, based on the Committee’s discussions is published after the session, 
as well as an Annual Forest Products Market Review based on data supplied by
governments in connexion with project 14.6.1.

Duration: Cont inu ing.
14.2.2. Standardization in the forest products sector

14.2.2.1. Review of standardization activities

Description: The Committee will keep under review needs and priorities for
standardization in the field of forest products as well as progress in its own
standardization project (14.2.2.2.). On the basis of this review, it will decide
what activities it should undertake, with a view to facilitating international trade 
in forest products by removing non-tariff barriers, and to furthering the rational 
and economic use of wood. The Committee will also keep under review work being 
undertaken by other organizations, notably ISO, on the reduction of the number of 
standard dimensions entering international trade, with a view to co-operating in such 
work as and when it considers it appropriate.

Work to be undertaken: The Timber Committee will review all its standardization
activities, when it considers this appropriate in the light of developments, notably
progress on project 14.2.2.2. It will also maintain co-operation with ISO and its
appropriate technical committees.



14.2.2.2. Standardization of stress grading and finger-.i oint ing of coniferous
sawn timber

Description: The Committee will encourage the incorporation of the provisions of the
revised ECE Recommended Standards on stress grading of coniferous sawn timber and on 
finger-jointing in structural coniferous sawn timber into national standards, and 
undertake further work to extend their international acceptability and application 
with a view to ensuring the rational and economic use of, and to facilitating trade 
in, coniferous sawn timber.

Work accomplished: The team of specialists on stress grading and finger-jointing of
coniferous sawn timber met in 1984. It agreed on an amendment in the ECE Recommended 
Standard on stress grading to submit to the Committee for approval and on proposals 
for further work.

Work to be undertaken: The lists of national "contact points" that will receive the
approval forms intended to facilitate trade in stress graded and finger-jointed 
coniferous sawn timber and of country correspondents to help monitor the 
implementation of the ECE Recommended Standards will be completed and kept up to 
date. An ad hoc meeting will be held in 1985 to consider revisions to the 
Recommended Standards and progress achieved in incorporating their provisions in 
national standards, and to draw up proposals for future activities including, as 
appropriate, co-operation with ISO.

Duration; 2 years ending in 1986.

14.2.2.3. Problems of classification and definitions

Description; The Joint FAO/ECE Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics, in 
co-operation with the Conference of European Statisticians, will keep under review 
and co-operate in the work of harmonizing multi-sector classifications and 
definitions (e.g. the CCC Harmonized System, ICGS, SITC, ISIC), with a view to 
ensuring that it follows developments in technology and in industrial and trade 
practice, and that the appearance of new products and changes in organizational 
structures are taken into account.

Work accomplished: The Working Party's fourteenth session reviewed proposals for the
revision of the parts of the United Nation's International Standard Industrial 
Classification of all Economic Activities (ISIC) relating to forestry and the forest 
industries.

Work to be undertaken; A draft proposal for revision of ISIC will be circulated to 
governments and, on the basis of their comments, a final proposal will be forwarded 
to the Conference of European Statisticians and other appropriate United Nations 
bodies. Suggestions will be drafted under the leadership of the Finnish Forest 
Research Institute on the possible revision of the ILO ISCO for consideration at the 
fifteenth session.



SUB-PROCRAMHE 14.3: FOREST WORKING TECHNIQUES AND TRAINING OF FOREST WORKERS

This sub-progranme is covered by the activities of the Joint FAO/ECE/ILO 
Committee on Forest Working Techniques and Training of Forest Workers, which normally 
meets biennially (1986, 1988, etc.), with meetings of its Steering Committee in the 
intervening years. Its task is to foster international collaboration on technical, 
economic and organizational aspects of forest working techniques and training of 
forest workers in logging and forest operations; special attention is given to 
increasing the efficiency of labour, the reduction of the physical efforts of the 
worker, prevention of accidents, reduction of waste and the establishment of an 
adequate balance between technical, social and economic requirements and protection 
of the environment.

14.3.1. Silvicultural operations and general management aspects

14.3.1.1. Development and use of machinery and methods for stand establishment, 
including planting stock and equipment

Description: The Joint Committee will promote the exchange of information and
further rational regeneration methods which do not damage the forest ecosystem, by 
regularly reviewing machines, techniques and planting stock applied in afforestation 
and reforestation, with emphasis on site clearing, soil preparation and planting.
Work accomplished: A seminar on machines and techniques for plant production was
held in 1983 in Czechoslovakia in collaboration with lUFRO.

Work to be undertaken: (a) A seminar will be held in the Federal Republic of
Germany (subject to confirmation) in 1987 on the impact of acute forest damage on 
harvesting and silvicultural operations;

(b) the seventh session of the Steering Committee in 1985 
will make proposals for the setting up of a team of specialists to draw up a 
programme for a seminar in 1988 on artificial and natural reforestation methods after 
harvesting.

Duration: (a) 3 years ending in 1987; (b) 3 years ending in 1988.

14.3.1.2. Forest fire prevention and control

Description: The Joint Committee will examine techniques and equipment used in
forest fire control, as well as preventive measures, with a view to assisting
governments in these fields.

Work accomplished; The team of specialists met in 1983 and drew up proposals for the 
scope and programme for a seminar on methods and equipment for the prevention of 
forest fires to be held in Portugal in 1985 and the role the team should play in its 
preparation. An enquiry was circulated to collect information on the basis of which 
the team will prepare basic papers on the main topics of the seminar.

Work to be undertaken: A seminar on methods and equipment for the prevention of
forest fires will be held in Portugal in 1985 in collaboration with lUFRO. The team
of specialists will be actively involved in the preparation of the seminar. For
certain activities, e.g. forest fire statistics, the team will work in collaboration 
with the Joint FAO/ECE Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics (project
14.6.2.4.).



14.3.1.3. Methods and procedures for the preparation and implementation of 
working forest management plans

Description: The Joint Committee will survey practical methods and procedures for
the preparation and implementation of working forest management plans, with special 
emphasis on the determination, collection and processing of relevant data with a view 
to assisting forest managers in the execution of their tasks.

Work to be carried out: A seminar will be organized in 1986 in the Netherlands on
the preparation and implementation of forest management plans, in conjunction with 
the sixteenth session of the Joint Committee.

Duration: 3 years ending in 1986.
14.3.1.4. Development of methods and equipment for silvicultural operations and 

multiple use forestry under Mediterranean conditions

Description: The Joint Committee will promote the exchange of information and
further the development of methods and techniques applicable to silvicultural 
operations and multiple use forestry under the particular conditions found in 
countries in the Mediterranean area, with a view to assisting the countries concerned 
in these fields.
Work accomplished: A team of specialists submitted a progress report on
afforestation methods and equipment to the fifteenth session of the Joint Committee 
in May 1984. A seminar was held in Turkey in May 1984 on the rehabilitation of 
low-productivity forests.

Work to be undertaken: (a) The team of specialists will submit the final version of
its report to the sixteenth session of the Joint Committee, which will decide on what 
further action should be taken;

(b) the proceedings of the seminar on the rehabilitation of 
low-productivity forests will be published.

Duration: 2 years ending in 1986.

14.3.1.5. Standardization activities in the field of forestry, including 
standardization of concepts and terms used by the Joint Committee

Description: The Joint Committee will keep under review standardization activities 
in the field of forestry, notably for forest machinery, with a view to assisting 
countries in the development, and safety in use, of equipment and methods; and will 
establish definitions of currently used technical and economic concepts and terms, in 
order to facilitate exchange of information during meetings and on other occasions.

Work accomplished and to be undertaken: (a) The Joint Committee keeps close contact
with ISO technical committees relevant to its work; and reviews, at each of its
sessions, ISO standardization activities carried out over the past 2 years;

(b) the host country of seminars and
authors of basic papers are invited, as and when appropriate, to prepare short lists 
of basic terms and concepts. These are reviewed by an informal group established 
during the seminar, and a revised glossary in the three working languages is 
subsequently prepared after the seminar, for incorporation in the proceedings.



14.3.2. Wood harvesting and transport

14.3.2.1. Development and use of logging machinery

Description: The Joint Committee will keep under review trends and prospects in the
development and use of logging machinery, taking into account specific conditions and
cost/price relationships so as to encourage rational logging methods in flat, hilly
and mountainous regions from the economic, ergonomic and environmental points of view.

Work accomplished: A seminar on reducing forest biomass losses in logging operations
was held in December 1982 in the USSR, A seminar on silvicultural, technological, 
economic and other problems connected with the mechanization of thinning operations 
was held in September 1983 in the German Democratic Republic. A special discussion 
on the use of different types of aircraft in forest operations was held at the 
fifteenth session of the Joint Committee,

Work to be undertaken: (a) Seminars on selected items will be held at intervals:
in 1985 in the USSR, on mechanization of logging operations in mountainous regions; 
and in 1986 in Sweden (subject to confirmation) on small-scale logging machines. The 
provisional programme for the latter seminar will be submitted to the seventh session 
of the Steering Committee;

<b) the Steering Committee at its seventh session will
discuss and decide on possible follow-up to the special discussion at the fifteenth 
session on the use of aircraft in forest operations.

Duration: (a) Continuing; (b) to be decided by the Steering Committee at its
seventh session.

14.3.2.2. Forest roads and transport of wood raw material

Description: The Joint Committee will promote the exchange of information on methods
of construction of forest roads and on the transport by road or other means of wood 
raw material, with a view to assisting countries to rationalize their transport 
systems and reduce costs.

Work to be undertaken: A study tour on methods and techniques of forest road
construction will be held (subject to confirmation) in France, the Federal Republic 
of Germany and Switzerland in 1988.

Duration: 1 year ending in 1988.

14.3.2.3. Terrain classification from the wood harvesting point of view

Description: The Joint Committee will review studies on terrain classification and
forest accessibility, with a view to facilitating international comparisons on 
accessibility of forest resources.

Work accompLished: A team of specialists continued its work on a descriptive terrain
classification for forestry.

Work to be undertaken: The report of the team of specialists will be circulated to
member countries for comments and testing, and for comment also to lUFRO and other 
international bodies concerned. The seventh session of the Steering Committee will 
decide whether further work should be undertaken in this field.



14.3.2.4. Compatibility of harvesting methods and equipment with silviculture 
and the environment

Description: The Joint Committee will review harvesting methods and equipment and
compare these with the methods applied in silviculture so as to determine 
compatibilities and incompatibilities, talcing into account environmental aspects.

Work accomplished: A team of specialists submitted a progress report on its work on
the project to the fifteenth session of the Joint Committee in 1984.

Work to be undertaken: (a) The final report of the team of specialists will be
submitted to the seminar on mechanization of logging operations in mountainous 
regions in the USSR in 1985 (project 14.3.2.1.);

(b) two special studies prepared in France on questions
related to this project will be circulated to member countries for information.

Duration: 1 year ending in 1985.

14.3.2.5. Harvesting of wood for energy purposes

Description: The Joint Committee will review methods and equipment suitable for the
production and harvesting of wood specifically destined for energy production, so as 
to determine the potential of the forest or special plantations to contribute 
economically to total energy supply.

Work accomplished and to toe undertaken: A report will be presented to each session
of the Joint Committee on activities in the field of wood harvesting for energy 
purposes being undertaken by other international organizations, notably the 
International Energy Agency and the FAO Co-operative Research Network on Rural Energy.

Duration: Continuing.

14.3.3. Vocational training, applied ergonomics, occupational safety and health

14.3.3.1. General questions of vocational training in forestry

Description: By keeping under review developments and trends in vocational training
in forestry, the Joint Committee will assist governments in planning their national 
vocational training policies and raising the efficiency of forest operations and in 
improving working practices with regard to safety and health.

Work to be undertaken: (a) A workshop on extension education and technical services
to private forest landowners will be organized in 1985 by the Government of the
United States, with the collaboration of the Joint Committee;

(b) a team of specialists on vocational training and
extension services for small-scale forest owners will collaborate in the preparation 
of the above workshop ;

(c) the seventh session of the Steering Committee will
discuss possibilities for organizing a seminar on vocational training in 1988.

Duration: (a) and (b) 1 year ending in 1985; (c) 3 years ending in 1988.

14.3.3.2. Specific problems of vocational training in forestry

Description: The Joint Committee will provide governments with guidance in connexion
with their services dealing with specific problems of vocational training.

Work to be undertaken : The seventh session of the Steering Committee in 1985 will
consider what further activities could be undertaken in this field and submit 
proposals to the Joint Committee.



14.3.3.3. General questions of applied ergonomics, safety and health in forest
operations

Description: The Joint Committee will help governments in their national health and
employment planning by keeping under review developments and trends in ergonomics 
applied to forestry, occupational safety and health, with a view to promoting safer 
working habits, preventing occupational injuries and diseases, increasing work 
performance and forest workers' satisfaction with their job.

Work accomplished: A seminar on ergonomics applied to forestry was organized by the
Government of Austria in October 1983, in collaboration with the Joint Committee and 
lUFRO.

Work to be undertaken: (a) A seminar on occupational health and rehabilitation of
forest workers will be held in Finland in 1985 ;

(b) the seventh session of the Steering Committee will 
discuss possibilities for organizing a seminar related to applied ergonomics in 
forestry operations in 1987.

Duration: (a) 1 year ending in 1985; (b) 2 years ending in 1987.

14.3.3.4. Specific problems of applied ergonomics, safety and health in forest
operations

Description: The Joint Committee will study specific problems related to ergonomics,
safety and health in forest operations with a view to improving working methods and 
recommending safety standards in various operations.

Work accomplished: A number of countries nominated specialists for a team on
chemicals in forestry.

Work to be undertaken: The seventh session of the Steering Committee will discuss,
on the basis of a report by the subject area coordinator, what activities could be 
undertaken on the question of chemicals in forestry: health hazards and protection,
and submit its recommendations to the sixteenth session of the Joint Committee.

Duration; 1 year ending in 1986.

14.3.3.5. Transfer of technical information and experience

Description; The Joint Committee will promote the transfer of technical information 
and experience by the countries of the ECE region to those in other regions, with a 
view to assisting the latter to develop their forestry capabilities.

Work accomplished and to be undertaken; (a) Wherever possible, the proceedings of
Joint Committee seminars will be published by the host country or by other means ;

(b) wherever possible, host countries of
Joint Committee seminars will offer fellowships to assist participants from 
developing countries to attend the seminars of special interest for them;

(c) the preliminary results of the enquiry
on the transfer of experience, information and know-how from the ECE region to other
regions, which was presented to the fifteenth session, will be up-dated and
completed, with the inclusion also of information on teaching aids and training
materials, and submitted to the sixteenth session;

(d) a study tour and seminar will be held 
in Austria, the Federal Republic of Germany and Switzerland (subject to confirmation)
in 1986 on the transfer of simple technology in forestry from the ECE region to other
regions.



SUB-PROGRAMME 14.4: ECONOMIC. TECHNOLOGICAL AND MANAGERIAL ISSUES FOR THE
MOOD-WORKING INDUSTRIES

14.4.1 Development and introduction of new technologies in the wood-working 
industries, including furniture

Description: The Conmittee will further the exchange of information and experience
on technological developments in the wood-working industries including the use of 
process- and quality-control equipment (electronics, robotics, lasers, etc.), with a 
view to helping countries to improve efficiency in the production of forest products, 
including furniture, to the benefit of the national economy and of the users of those 
products.

Work to be undertaken: Countries will be invited to nominate members of a team of
specialists on the furniture industry. When constituted, the team should draw up 
proposals for the Committee's activities in the field of furniture, in particular the 
scope and programme of the seminar on the furniture industry, proposed for 1987 or 
1988.

Duration: 4 years ending in 1988

14.4.2. Development of new products, markets and applications for forest
products

Description: The Committee will further the exchange of information and experience
oh new products, markets and applications for forest products, with a view to helping 
countries to improve efficiency in the use of raw materials and products, and provide 
technologically and economically better products to the consumer.

Work to be undertaken: At their meeting in spring 1985 the office-holders will
consider proposals prepared by the countries concerned, in co-operation with the 
secretariat, concerning the following activities:

the use of forest products, notably lower quality hardwoods, in 
agricultural constructions;

seminar on the matching of end-users' quality and specification 
requirements for lower quality hardwoods with growers' and converters' 
supply possibilities.

Duration: To be decided by forty-third session.

14.4.3. Energy conservation and self-sufficiency in the mechanical 
wood-processing industries

Description: The Gommittee will encourage the exchange of information in this field,
with a view to furthering the conservation of energy and, where appropriate, the 
increase of energy self-sufficiency in the mechanical wood-processing industries.

Work accomplished: A team of specialists held its inaugural meeting in 1984 at which
it drew up proposals for the scope and type of activities to be undertaken for 
consideration by the forty-second session of the Committee.

Work to be undertaken: A second meeting of the team will be held in 1985 to consider
the drafts of studies prepared by members of the team and to make proposals for 
further activities.



14.4.4. ManaRement techniques in the wood-working industries

Description: The Committee will assist countries to introduce improved management
techniques in the wood-working industries, with a view to raising efficiency and 
productivity through improved performance at the senior and middle-management levels.

Work to be undertaken : Countries will be invited to provide information on the
availability of education and training, both practical and theoretical, to management 
staff in the sawmilling industry. A report will be submitted to the forty-third 
session which will decide on further action.

Duration: To be decided by forty-third session.

SUB-PROGRAMME 14.5: ENVIRONMENTAL AMD RESOURCE CONSERVATION ISSUES

(All the Committee’s activities in this work area will be carried out in 
co-operation with the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems).

14.5.1. Quantification and evaluation of the environmental benefits of forests

Description: The Joint FAO/ECE Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics will
examine methods of quantifying and evaluating the environmental benefits of forests 
with a view to assessing forests' contribution to society, to calculating 
compensation for the environmental services of forests and to facilitating 
comparisons between countries.

Work accomplished: The preliminary results of the enquiry on the role of the forest
in supplying environmental and other non-wood goods and services were considered by 
the Working Party's fourteenth session.

Work to be undertaken: After the preliminary results have been circulated to country
correspondents for further comment and additional information, and revision by the 
secretariat with the assistance of a consultant, they will be finalized for inclusion 
in the supplement of the Timber Bulletin for Europe containing the results of the 
forest resource assessment (see also project 14.6,2.3.). The Working Party’s 
fifteenth session will review the results of this project, which will also be used in 
the study of long-term timber trends and prospects (project 14.1.1.1.).

Duration: 2 years ending in 1985.

14.5.2. Rational use of wood biomass and the reduction of losses

Description: The Committee will further the exchange of information and experience
on the rational use of wood biomass and the reduction of losses, with a view to 
helping countries to optimize the use of available wood resources, including forest 
and industry residues and reduce losses, thereby contributing to the conservation of 
the forest resource. The project will include the use of wood as a feedstock for the 
production of chemicals.

Work to be undertaken : A seminar on a topic to be decided will be organized in 1988
or 1989.



14.5.3. Implications of air pollution damage to forests for the forestry 
and forest products sector

Description: The Committee will examine the implications of air pollution damage to
forests for the forestry and forest products sector, taking into account the work 
being carried out by other competent bodies, notably the Executive Body for the 
Convention on Long Range Transboundary Air Pollution, the FAO European Forestry 
Commission, the European Economic Community and lUFRO.

Work accomplished: A report on the implications of air pollution damage to forests
for the forestry and forest products sector was prepared for submission to the 
forty-second session of the Committee.

Work to be undertaken : A team of specialists will be constituted to review the
situation on the basis of information available, including that supplied by countries 
in response to the Committee’s invitation, and to make recommendations for future 
work by the Committee, the team itself or other bodies. The team will report to the 
Committee’s forty-third session which will decide on future action.

Duration: To be decided by forty-third session.

14.5.4. Measures to be taken in the event of sudden and severe damage to 
forests

Description: The Committee will assist ECE countries faced by sudden and severe
damage to their forests, notably that caused by fire, windblow, snow, and insect 
infestation, by bringing together accounts of relevant experience in other countries 
and a list of institutions which might be able to provide help and advice. In 
addition, it will promote the rapid international dissemination of reliable 
information on these events, in order to reduce disruption of roundwood markets.

Work accomplished: A draft guideline for the submission of information on cases of
sudden and severe damage to forests was circulated to countries. Countries were 
invited to provide the addresses to which such information should be forwarded, as 
well as relevant publications and the names of institutions that might be able to 
help in case of need in another country.

Work to be undertaken: Countries which have not already done so will be invited to
transmit to the secretariat the lists of publications concerning measures to deal 
with sudden and severe damage to forests, of the names of institutions that might be 
able to help in case of need and of addresses to which information on such damage 
should be sent. Countries which experience such damage, should send information on 
the damage to the secretariat, using the outline in TIM.R.101 ANNEX IV, especially 
when the damage is expected to have a significant Impact on the forest products 
market. The secretariat will circulate this information to the addresses provided by 
countries. The Committee will review progress at its forty-third session.



14.6.1. Publication of the Timber Bulletin for Europe

Description: The Committee will collect statistics on production, trade and prices
of forest products, with a view to providing governments and the forest products
sector with data on the basis of which to formulate policies and make decisions.

Work accomplished and to be undertaken: The secretariat publishes two issues a year
of the Timber Bulletin for Europe, containing annual and quarterly statistics on 
production, trade and prices of forest products, collected from governments by means 
of quarterly questionnaires, and a supplement, four times a year, of monthly prices 
of forest products and related data. Country forest and forest products profiles are 
prepared by the secretariat in collaboration with the governments of the countries 
concerned, and published.

Duration: Continuing.

14.6.2. Selected problems of economics and statistics of forestry and forest
products

This programme element, together with programme elements 14.6.3, and 14.6.4., is 
carried out by the Joint FAO/ECE Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics 
which normally meets biennially (1985, 1987, etc.). It co-operates with the
Conference of European Statisticians.

14.6.2.1. Organization and periodicity of statistical data collection and
dissemination

Description; The Working Party will review periodically the Committee's programme
for the collection and dissemination of statistical data, to ensure that it
corresponds with the needs of governments,

Work accomplished and to be undertaken: The Working Party formulates proposals for
improving the Committee* s programme of collection and dissemination of statistical
data, with regard to its organization, method of collection, periodicity, and the 
improvement of the accuracy and comparability of data obtained from and used by 
governments. Countries will review the procedures for filling in and returning the 
FAO/ECE Forest Products Questionnaires with a view to improving, where necessary, the 
punctuality and completeness of their replies.

Duration: Continuing.

14.6.2.2. Conversion factors

Description; The Working Party will review the conversion factors (raw material
input/product output) for forest products applicable to individual countries, in
order to facilitate international comparison of yields and to ensure that the 
conversion factors used by the secretariat in its analyses reflect current technology.

Work to be undertaken: The Working Party will continue to review at four-yearly
intervals (the next in 1985) conversion factors communicated by governments in reply 
to a questionnaire.



14.6.2.3. Labour statistics

Description; The Working Party, in co-operation with the Joint FAO/ECE/ILO Gommittee 
on Forest Working Techniques and Training of Forest Workers, will study labour input, 
average wage rates and earnings in forestry, with a view to providing more data on 
cost trends and a basis for comparison of employment and earnings.

Work accomplished: A pilot study on labour productivity in forestry in selected
countries was prepared by the Finnish Forest Research Institute and presented to the 
fourteenth session of the Working Party.

Work to be undertaken; Countries will be invited to provide data on labour 
productivity to complement those contained in the pilot study. Work on completing 
the study will be co-ordinated by the Finnish Forest Research Institute and 
published.

Duration; 1 year ending in 1984.

14.6.2.4. Forest fire statistics

Description: The Working Party will seek to improve the exchange of information on
forest fires, their causes and methods of prevention and protection and the costs 
involved.

Work accomplished and to be undertaken: Biennial enquiries are circulated and the
results published after review by the Working Party. A team of specialists will 
formulate guidelines for the estimation of losses from forest fires. Enquiries will 
be undertaken at 2-year intervals, the next in 1985, A pilot study on damage to 
forests from causes in addition to forest fire will be prepared and circulated to 
countries with an invitation to prepare similar studies. The fifteenth session of 
the Working Party will consider further activities in the light of experience gained.

Duration: Cont inu ing.

14.6.2.5. Application of remote sensing and other new survey technology 
for forest management and planning

Description: The Working Party will review developments in remote sensing and other
new survey technology with a view to determining their applicability to forest 
management and planning and the possibilities for adapting management and planning 
methods to make the best use of such technologies.

Work to be undertaken: A seminar on the practical application of remote sensing in
forestry will be held in Sweden in 1985.

Duration: 2 years ending in 1985.

14.6.2.6. Economic aspects of the fuller use of forest biomass

Description: The Working Party will study the economic aspects of the fuller use of
the forest biomass with a view to determining the potential for the forest resource 
to meet the demand for raw material from the different wood-using industries and 
consumption sectors.

Work accomplished: A revised report was submitted by the delegation of the USSR to
the fourteenth session.

Work to be undertaken : The report submitted to the fourteenth session will be
revised by USSR experts in the light of comments submitted by countries. Countries 
will be invited to provide information on the potential availability and use of
forest residues and those from the wood-working industries.



14.6.2.7. Economic aspects of afforestation and reforestation

Description: The Working Party will study the economic aspects of afforestation and
reforestation with the object of comparing the efficiency of different methods and 
the relative costs and returns in different countries under different conditions.

Work accomplished: A report presented by the delegation of the United Kingdom was
considered by the Working Party's fourteenth session.

Work to be undertaken; Countries will be invited to provide information on the costs 
of afforestation and reforestation and the return on investment. A report will be
prepared under the leadership of the United Kingdom for the fifteenth session.

Duration; 2 years ending in 1985.

14.6.2.8. Economic aspects of the introduction of new forest machines and
equipment

Description: The Working Party will study the economic aspects of the introduction
of new forest machines and equipment with the object of assessing their productivity 
and return on investment in different cpuntries and under different operating 
conditions.

Work to be undertaken: Under the leadership of the USSR, further sources of
information will be explored for incorporation in the revision of the report prepared 
for the fourteenth session, including material generated by the Joint FAO/ECE/ILO 
Committee on Forest Working Techniques and Training of Forest Workers.

Duration: 2 years ending in 1985.

14.6.3 Forest resource analysis

Description; The Working Party will review methods of forest inventory used by
governments and by the secretariat to ensure that all parameters relevant to 
measuring actual productive potential of the forest, as well as parameters measuring 
change, both for wood and non-wood benefits, are taken into account and that the 
methods adopted correspond as closely as possible to the needs of all users.

Work accomplished; Preliminary results of an enquiry on data relating to the general 
forest inventory and to forest biomass were considered by the fourteenth session of 
the Working Party, in conjunction with project 14.5.1.

Work to be undertaken; After the preliminary results of Part I (general inventory 
data) and Part II (forest biomass) have been circulated to country correspondents for 
checking, revising and completing, the secretariat will prepare a final version for 
publication. The Working Party will review the results of this project at its 
fifteenth session.



14.6.4. Transfer of economic and statistical methods and experience in the 
forest and forest products sector

Description: The Working Party will contribute to the building up of statistical
services in countries inside and outside the ECE region through the transfer of 
know-how and experience in methods of data collection, assembly and dissemination in 
the forest and forest products sector.

Work accomplished and to be undertaken: Participation of countries of other regions
is encouraged, particularly at Working Party meetings with subject matter relevant to 
their interests. Member countries of the Working Party's parent bodies are invited 
to support such participation through provision of fellowships, where feasible. 
Publication of results of the relevant parts of the Working Party's output is 
promoted to make them readily available to countries of other regions. Under the 
leadership of Norway, a description of standard practices in forest statistics 
production in the Nordic countries is to be completed, taking account of suggestions 
made by the Working Party, and published before the fifteenth session so as to be 
available to member countries and developing countries. An informal list of country 
correspondents from other regions will be maintained to provide contact with the FAO 
Forestry Department (Analysis and Trade Group) on forestry economics and statistical 
questions.

Duration: Continuing.
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