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.introduction ,

1. Iiie Timber Committee held its forty-first session? at Geneva from 10 to 14
Potcber 1983. The session was attended by representatives from the following ECE
.countries; Austria; Belgium; Bulgaria; Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic;
,Canada; Czechoslovakia; Finland; France; German Democratic Republic; Germany, 
i'Fpderal Republic of; Greece; Hungary; Ireland;. Italy ;. the, Netherlands ; Norway;
Poland; Portugal; Romania; Spain; Sweden; Switzerland; TurkeyUkrainian; Sdviet 
Socialist Republic; Union of Soviet Socialist Republics; United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland; United States of Anierica; Yugoslaviayl/. ; ? . ;

2. A representative , of the Ivory Coast participated under Article XLdlbf thé
Coinroission ' s terms of reference.

3 b , . The fpllpwing United, Nations and .specialized ageincie?,:wegrc repre.centcd; Unitud
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD); International Labour 
Organisation (ILO).

4, , The i jpl.lowing . intergovernmental organization? partJcipated: the дЕрГк>реап
jEcpnpmic Commpnity.XEEC). . , . t . .v ; '

3. The following non-governmental organizations were represented: European
Coafederatiop of Agriculture (CEA); International Copfedera,tien, of Free Trade Upioris 
Î.ICFTU); the International Federation of Building and Wood Workers (IFBWW) j,/, the 
Intornaticnal Organization for Standardization (ISO); the International Technical 
Association for Tropical-Timber (ATIBT); the International Union for, the, Conservation 
of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN);, the Organization of European SiavpiHiug 
Industries (OES); vthe World Wildlife Fund (ÍÍWF). , . : ( '

6. ; The Goimnittee paid homage, tp;, the memory of Mr. François Merveilleux du Vigpaux, 
delegate of France and past Chairman of ? the Timber Committee », and of Mr>, Bernard 
dittig, delegate of Switzerland» ; . г, . , Ь , - ' , ¡ r ,

•Remarks by. the Executive, Secretary > . , ,vt , '

7. The Executive Secretary, Mr. Klaus A. Sahlgren, drew attention to the practical 
and extgnsive, activities undertaken by the Committee and the way in which .¡it had 
adapted<its programme, over the years to changing needs,,and conditions ,, i He,,pointed to 
thé: need for foresters and forest industries to take a long-term" view of 
dsvclopnients ; hence, the importance being attached ¡by ) so laany countries i to the timber 
trends study currently in. hand. He noted that the Committee had included pulp and 
paper in its long-term analysis, and felt that ECE member countries would benefit if 
the Corarflittee included these in other parts of its work progranme,. ;, ,

8. : The Executive Secretary also drew attention,to the air, pollution fSSUje, ,on .whiph
ECE is playing a leading role through the Cpnyention on Lppg-Range ТгараЬДп1,агу ¡ 
Pollutipn,, which entered into force ¡in March 1983. The ¡ proposal thpt the^.Jpint 
i'AO/ECE Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics .should undertake evalujatipn 
work on the impact of air pollution on forests should form a natural link with more 
general activities being developed , within ; the terms of the Cpnyentipn. , Other 
important aspects of the Committee's work included the use of wppd as a. source, of 
energy; questions of concern to ,the countries of southern ,Europe, including forest 
fires; and the transfer of experience to other regions. He concluded b y ,referring 
to the support given by governments to the Committee ' s activities, . notably, i’’ 
preparation of the timber trends study and by provijding host country facilities, fp,r 
;■ ominar3. and study tours. ;. , • ;

1/ Further information about participation may be obtained from, the secretariat; 
Timber Section, EGE/FAO Agriculture and Timber Division, Palais des Nptiops,
1211 Gqn.evp, 10, . r?; . ; ; • , ,



Adoption of the Agenda (item 1 of the Agenda)

9. The provisional agenda (ECE/TIM/22), presented by the secretaridt, was
acJopted. The delegation of the USSR suggested that in future years one agenda item 
be devoted to a review of the Committee's work as a whole in the year preceding the
session. The Committee requested the secrétariàt to take this suggestion into
account when drawing up the provisional agenda for fhe forty-second session. It was 
algo suggested that the original term "special lecture" was preferable to that of
"special topic" which had been introduced fot the forty-first session. It was agreed 
to discuss the latter suggestion under Item 9 of the agenda.

Election of officers (Item 2 of the Agenda)

10. The Committee re-elected Mr, A. Proncillo (Italy) Chairman and Mr. E. Nowicki
(Poland) Vice-Chairman.

Matters arising out of the thirty-eighth sessiori of the Commission (Item 3 of the
Agenda)

11. The Committee was informed of the Commission's discussion of its work.
Attention was drawn to the resolution and decisions of the Commission, on the basis of 
TIM/R,86. The Committee agreed to take account of these discussions, resolutidn апД 
decisions, particularly with regard to its programme of v/ork.

Activities of other international bodies relevant to the work of the Committee (Item 4 
of the Agenda)

12. The Committee was informed of the programme being carried out by the Forestry
Department of FAO. Priority would be given to the potential of trees and forests to 
supply food, energy, income and employment in the rural community. This would be 
achieved through four technical programmes; forest resources and environment, forest 
industries and trade, forest investment and institutions and forestry for rural
development. The Committee was also informed of the activities of the FAO Advisory 
Committee on Pulp and Paper, notably those aimed at the development of that industry 
in developing regions, and in carrying out the latest study on the outlook for pulp 
and paper. The Committee was further informed of the activities of the FAO European 
Forestry Commission, including the letter's work on air pollution damage to forests.

13. .The representative of ILO informed the Committee of the estábíishment of the ILO 
Forestry and Wood Industries Committee, which would hold its first meeting in early 
autqjBin 1985. Preparatory work comprises the issue of two tëëhfiical reports, which 
wpqld cover the achievement of full employment in the woodworking industries and
working, living and social conditions in the forestry sector. ri

14. The representative of UNCTAD informed the Committee of developments for tropicàl 
tiîBb,er,undet, the ¡Integrated Programme for Commodities. The United Nations Conference 
fin, Tropical Timber in March 1983 had reached consensus bn a-Ti but six of the 43
iact,icle;S of an international agreement on the commodity. A séeónd session of the
Conference will be held from 7 to 18 November 1983 in Geneva to address those articles 
or parts of articles still pending.

15. The representative of ISO informed the Committee of recent developments in the
f ield of international standardization relating in particular to ISO Work Area 14. 
Progress towards the publication of an International Standard for the structural use 
of timber in buildings (by ISO/TC 165) and International Standards for the
determination of physical and mechanical propèrties of structural timber (by ISO/TCs 
55 and 165) was reported. Attention was alsd drawn to the substantial programme of 
work of ISO/TC 23 "Tractors and machinery for agriculture and forestry": a programme
of 25 future standards specifically for forestry machinery which stressed safety 
considerations, as well as the handbook of some 90 agricultural machinery standards
.newly ¡ published this year. The close liaison between ECE and ISO at. Committee and
; secretariat levels, is an important factor in the continuing cb-opération on the
harmonization of technical regulations and standards in the timber industries field 
and especially in the identification of priority subjects for standardization work.



16. The Committee was informed of the activities of the IFBWW, notably the annual 
meeting of the 1РВШ Wood and Forestry Committee held in Geneva, , a stu<ty, tour in the 
Pacific Northwest of Canada and the United States and a conference organized by the 
IFBWW affiliate in the Federal Republic of Germany on the introduction of new 
technologies in the woodworking industries. In 1984 the IFBWW was planning a health 
and safety conference for wood, forestry and building workers.

17. The representative of the VJWF informed the Committee of progress on the Tropical 
Forest Campaign; The Campaign aimed not only to raise funds but also to improve 
awareness on the importance of tropical forests. It appears that the campaign, is 
meeting with a great success.

, i Í ‘ ,
18. The Committee was also informed of the thirty-fifth General Assembly qf CEA held 
recently at Wiesbaden. The Assembly adopted a resolution urging governments to 
pursue an active forest policy in order to prevent a decline in investments for the 
maintenance and protection of the forest, as well as for reforestation. It had also 
passed a resolution on the impact of air pollution on forests. ^

JoTnt FAO/ECE- Working Party on Fnrest Economics- and Statistics, fourteenth se,ssjon, 
13-17 June 1983; report (Item 5 of the Agenda)

19. The Committee was informed of the results of the Working Party’s fourteenth 
session by the Working Party's Chairman, Mr. E. Clicheroux (Belgium). The Committee 
approl/ed the Working Party's report (TIM/EFC/WP.2/12), including the programme of work.

 ̂ ■" ‘ ̂ r ' ' л ‘ > I
20 The Cbmmittee noted with dismay that delays in the return of questionnaires,to 
FAO/ECE continued; the situation even appeared to be deteriorating, possibly, because 
statistical’ questions in general and the return of FAO/ECE ; questionnaires in 
particular may not be accorded sufficient priority by some member governments. .It 
should be realized that the quality of the Coiranittee's work was dependent to a lairge 
extent on the quality of the input by member governments, including the prompt return 
of questionnaires. In certain cases, there was also room for improvement in, ,the 
quality and completeness of the data supplied. The Committee strongly urged all 
member governments to attach sufficient priority to completing and returning FAO/ECE 
questionnaires on time. It drew member governments' attention to the deadlines set by 
the Working Party for the varibus questionnaires, enquiries, requests for coimnents, 
etc., which were presented in the Working Party's report.

21. In accordance with the Working Party's proposals, the Committee requested, that 
in their market statements to the Committee's forty-second session, countries should 
provide information on a trial basis on the following;

production and trade of MDF (medium density fibreboard). The data would 
therefore have to be broken down into hardboard, insulating board, MDF and 
medium board (wet process). (The latter category, though not very i^portapt» 
was necessary to obtain a consistent total for fibreboard); , )

■ data on wood preservation.

The Committee also supported the Working Party's suggestiqn to invite countries "to 
include in their market -statements ... a general assessment of, the stock situation 
for products for which they considered this to be of importance" and agreed tliat 
"during the market discussion reference to stocks should be encouraged whenever this 
appeared appropriate and useful". The circulation of the FAO/ECE questionnaire 
concerning stocks should be discontinued (TIM/EFC/WP.2/12, para. 58).



22. The Committee noted that no supplementary information to the reports on fuller 
use of the forest biomass and on the introduction of new forest machines and equipment
hpd so far been received by Mr. Bourdin (USSR) (see TIM/EFC/WP.2/12, paras.. 30-35).
the delegation of the USSR stated, however, that Mr. Bourdin was willing to prepare 
revised versions of the studies if material x̂ ere received from other countripg.,,

i Market developments in 1983 and prospects for 1984 (Item 6 of the Agenda)

23. „ : The Committee heard a brief statement from each delegation on recent 
developments in its country's economy and main forest products markets, which 
supplemented the written country statements. The Committee took note, during the 
discussions, of the Annual Forest Products Market Review (Supplement 1 to Volume XXX17I 
of the Timber Bulletin for Europe), prepared by the secretariat, and of the brief
comments by the secretariat on more recent developments (TIM/R.87/Add.1). It drew up 
tables of estimates for 1983 and 1984 of domestic requirements, production, imports
and exports of sawn softwood, coniferous logs, hardx70od logs and savmwood
(temperate-zone and tropical), particle board, plywood, fibreboard and pulpwood. It 
ppted that,for some countries, the estimates were prepared by industry associations or 
scientific institutions and not by Government agencies. A summary tabl.e is presented 
in Annex I. 7 ■

(a) General iptroduction

24. After three years of declining markets, some clear signs have appeared since the 
Committee's. October 1982 session, that a recovery in the forest products sector in the 
EÇE region is at last occurring. This generally reflects the develpgment of ,,ДЬе 
overall economy in the market economy countries in North America and par^s of. we.qt.êrn 
Europe. The pattern of economic recovery has been very uneven, however; in North
America, the strength of the rebound at least up to mid-1983 has taken some¡observers

.¡by surprise; in western Europe, there remains a noticeable contrast between túpse

.,countries xvhere an uĵ turn has been apparent, even if it is not very robust, as in the 
Federal Republic of Germany, Sweden and the United Kingdom, and other countries where 
no improvement is yet visible.

Economic growth and particularly housebuilding, has spurted in North, America, 
although there are indications, which are not entirely unwelcome, that the pace 'may be 
moderating to what is hoped will be a more sustainable rate. Interest rates are 
expected to remain close to the present high levels in the United States during 1984, 
which would be consistent with a policy to restrain a renewal of inflationary 
pressures, and this may prevent new housing starts rising .much beyond the .present
annual rate of about 1.6 million units. This shouold allow the recovery in markets
for forest products in 1983 to be further consolidated in 1984.

26. While uneiriployment levels have started to fall, in the United States, the 
continued high levels in many x/estern European countries, which are still increasing 
in some, are a matter of considerable concern, especially as they are partly the
results of structural changes taking place in the economies and are thus unlikely to 
be markedly reduced in the event of a business recovery. This, together with stagnant 
or even falling real disposable incomes and continued cost of living increases, tends 
to,put a dampening effect oh'toecovery prospects. Those countries still facing serious
:prp̂ .lems of inflation arid public sector and foreign trade deficits pre also likely to
•continue restrictive putííic spending policies. The pattern of a gradual .recovery so 
far seen in a few countries cotild be repeated over time elsexvhere in, the region.

27. The countries of eastern Europe have not, because of increasing interdependency 
through trade, been insulated from the economic developments in the market écóftomy
countries. After 1982, when grox/th of Net Material Product in most of them fell belov; 
that planned, targets for 1983 have been somewhat raised, but remain below the average
growth planned for the 1981-85 period. Industrial output, however, is reported to
have accelerated in the USSR during the first half of 1983.



28. While expectations, expressed at the Committee's October 1981 ' session of an 
improvement in economic conditions and markets in 1982 were not fulfilled, it noted 
th'áít' its outlook made in October 1982 fot 1983 had proved quite accurate. .( It appears 
likely that the North American recovery in 1983 will continue in 1984; For western 
Europe, further slow growth can be expected in those countries already in the process 
of recovery , which may help others onto a similar path over the coming ; year or so. 
Thé constraints should not be underestimated,' however, and consequently expectations i 
should be kept modest,

2 9 : For the forest products sectori parts of which are still burdened with
over-capacity and' poor profitability, the need to rationalize production and intensify- 
marketing dîjétations remains as strong -as ever. Nevertheless, there is the prospect 
that this long-term process may be allowed to proceed under slightly more favourable 
economic cofiditidns than thdsë of the past few years.

(b) Sawn softwood and coniféróüs logs

30. For three consecutive years, between 1979 and 1982, apparent consumption of sawn 
softwood declined both iti Europe and North America. In Europe the decline over those, 
years amounted to 7 mill'ioh m3 or 9% to reach a level of 77 million m3 in 1982. In 
North America, it was even more severe; a fall of 28 million m3 or 26% to a level of 
77 million m3. In both regions, the drop in sawn softwood use was associated with 
the weakness of the ' national economies, but more specifically with the fall in
hpusebuilding activity wliich was marked in many countries.

31. For 1983, both regions are expected to reverse the previous trend; howeverj the 
reéoÿery is far stronger in North America than in Europè. -Domestic requirements in 
NÔrtîï’'Ânefica are estimated to reach 94.6 million m3, or 22% more than'in 1982; the
corresponding estimate for Europe is 74.9 million m3, an increase of 3% over 1982.
Increaáés in féquirements in 1983 are forecast of ovetí 700',000 m3 by the United
Kingdom, of around half â million m3 by the Fédéral Republic of Germany, Poland and 
Turkey. To some extent, these increases’ reflect modest recoveries in real 
consumption, but with the upward trend of prices, there has also been an element of 
rèstôcking at various stages of thé Supply pipeline. Most other European countries 
forëéast little Change in domëstic requirements between 1982 and 1983; Italy,
Belgium, Spain and Yugoslavia even expect further declines.

32. The recovery in production ànd exports in Europe is forecast to be; appreciably 
stronger than in domestic requiremerlts and imports." Production is estimated to rise 
to 71.9 million m3, or 3.8 million m3- (5’ 1/2%) mote than in 1982; and exports to
22.8 million m3, or 1.7 milTióú' m3' (8%) mdré; ' Imports are estimated to reach
25.9 million m3, about 650,000 m3 (2 1/2%) higher than in 1982. For production, 
increases are tbreseen in some exporting countries, notably Sweden, as well as 
importing countries with special situations, such AS "France where measures are being 
taken to convert substantial volumes of storm-felled timber, and the United Kingdom, 
where increasing quantities of sawlogs are becomiftg available from plantations * . Theq
United kingdom, the Federal Republic of Germany and Denmark are forecasting-
appreciable growth in imports in 1983, which more than offsets declines expected in 
France, Italy and Belgium-Luxembourg.

33. For 1984, further small increases are forecast for Europe's domestic
requirements and production of sawn softwood, of 800,000'm3 and 1 million m3 to 75.7 
and 72.9 million m3 respectively. Exports are estimated to show a marginal increase 
to' 23.0 million m3, and imports to fall by an equally small volume to 
25.6 million m3. The changes in many countries in 1984 are seen as a; consolidation of 
the market; no substantial increases in real consumption ' are foreseen. A marked 
slowing down is expected in North America, with an increase of 1.2 million m3 in 
domestic requirements between 1983 and 1984 comparing with the one of over 17 million 
m3 estimated for 1983.



34. After declining slowly from 1976 to 1981, USSR exports of sawn softwood
recovered slightly in 1982 to 7.1 million m3. This upturn is estimated to continue in 
1983 and 1984 to reach 7 .5 million m3 » with the increase planned to go to the?
socialist countries. ; - i :.

35. Tlie volume of Europe's net imports (imports less exports) of sawn softwood in
1982 amounted to 4.1 rtillion m3 and the estimates for 1984 give a ■ figure of
2.5 million m3. This compares with 7.2 million m3 in 1979 and 8.3 million m3 in 
1970. The steep decline that has been occurring recently in net imports reflects the 
success with which European exporters have developed markets outside the region,
notably in North 'Africa and West Asia. On the other hand, there has,nor. been a clear 
trend, either' upward or downward, in Europe's total imports from other regions.

36. For coniferous logs, it is ■ estimated that European production and domestic
requirements will increase appreciably in 3933, domestic requirements reaching
126.5 million m3, or 5.5 million m3 (4 1/2%) more than in 1982. This increase, as'
vieil as the slower pace of growth in 1984, reflects the trend in sawn softwood
prodúctiion noted above. Over thé two-year period, 1982 to 1984, the estimates for 
Eutbpean imports and exports of‘ coniferous logs show a downward tendency- Exports 
from Czeehbslbvakia are- expected to decline; steeply; otherwise no major changes are 
foreseen;

371 In the course of discussions, attention was drawn to the present low level of
stock-holding of sawn softwood all along the supply pipeline in many European,
countries. Although high interest rates were the initial factor, certain technical 
developments in recent years, such as kiln-drying and packaging as well as in
transport» such as roll-on/roll-off and improved road and rail communications, have 
greatly reduced the holding of large stocks in importing countries. Thus the burdep 
of Btâck-holding has tended to shift towards the producers-exporters. Many of these 
have had low stock levels during 1983, especially in Sweden and Finland. Exporters,
néëd to improve the assortment composition of their stocks and their ability to.meet 
their customers' demands with miniirum delay.

38. The considerable increase in the price differential between North European
redwood (pine) and whitewood (spruce/fir) over the past year or so is also causing 
some concern. With the differential in some countries being much greater for sawnwood
than for logs, trading in whitewood was still unprofitable for many producers. This
wa? "particularly the case for Finland. There was a large measure of
interchangeability possible between redwood and whitewood; nevertheless» traditions
in use were slow to change, but more flexibility should be actively encouraged ip the 
pireseht circumstances to improve the balance between the two species groups. ,

39. Attention wds drawn to the positive outlook for the dwelling construction sector 
in North America and several European countries, as well as ¡the importance of the 
repairs and renovation sector as a market for sawn softwood. Attention needed to be 
paid, however, to the type of housing being built; more units : constructed did not 
necessarily result in more sawnwood used. The increased building of "starter-homes" 
(one-bedroom units) in the United Kingdom was mentioned in this connexion. ¡,¡.

40. It was reported that sales for 1984 delivery had already been made by some 
exporters at prices above those for 1983 delivery. After the .¡strong price increases 
over the past year, especially for redwood, a warning note .was sounded of growing 
consumer' resistance in importing countries to further increases. Fart .their part, 
séverál exporting country representatives stressed that there would be? no neçd to 
exért ’ any selling pressure on the market, given the . situation regarding log 
availabilitiesstock levels and selling opportunities in non-European markets.

41. All in all, the opening of the forward market, which.was taking place earlier 
than for some years past, gave optimism for an active and well-balanced market in ¡ 1984 ¡ 
and a consolidation of the recovery that had been occurring in 1983.



(с) Hardwoods (temperate-zone and tropical)

42. The three-year decline in the sawn hardwood markets in Europe and Npjrth America 
since 1979 reached its low point in 1982 when ppnsumption of sawn hardwood in Europe 
fell back to the average level of the 1970s and,, , in í̂crth America to far below it.

43. The economic recovery process in the Unitçd States since late 1982 led to a 
marked improvement in major sawn hardwood-using sectors, notably residential 
construction and furniture manufacture. This was, reflected in strongly rising demand 
for sawn hardwood and rising prices for many assortments compared to 1982. Domestic 
requirements of sawn hardwood in 1983 in the United S.tates are expected to rise by
1.4 million m3, or 13% to 12.3 million m3 and production even more strongly by 
1.7 million ,m3 or 15% to 1.3.p million m3. A similar rate,of growth in requirements of 
sawn hardwood is expected by, Canada, but for its prpdpcfiion only a marginal increase 
is forecast.

 ̂ f 7 ‘ <

44. In Europe, a modest recovery of demand for pawn hardwood has been evident in 
1983, essentially due to a tendency to replenish , much reduced stocks, primarily, of 
higher quality assortments, and to some revival of activity in housing construction 
and of furniture manufacture, in a few, countries in western Europe., Domestic 
requirements of sawn hardwood, in Europe are forecast tp show a modest increase of 
175,000 m3 or about 1% in 1983 compared to 1982, and prodiictipn a slightly stronger 
one of 0.27 million m3, or 1 1/2%. Only the United Kingdom and tohe Federal Republic 
of Germany are expecting requirements to increase to an appreciable extent, and these 
two countries are the ones together with the Netherlands, to forecast the most 
significant increases in imports o,f, sawn hardwood in 1983 among European countries. 
An appreciable ,fall in domestic requirements of sawn hardwood, in 19Ô3 r>f 0.16 million 
m3, or 7%, to 2.07 million m3 is forecast by Italy, whose imports of this assortmeht
in 1983 are at the same time expected to drop by 0.17 million m3^ or 16% in 1983. A
fall of 0.05 million m3, or 10%, in 1983 is also forecast for imports of sawn hardwood 
by France. For Europe as a whole imports in 1983 are expected to increase by 
0.23 million m3, or 5%, compared to 1982, and exports by 0.11 million m3, also by 5%.

45. The increase in exports is almost entirely due to higher exports forecast by
France to several European countries, following the substantially increased cost of 
imports of sawn hardwood, from the United States, due to the appreciation of the United 
States dollar and rising prices for many hardwood asso^tments in that country. The 
forecast increase in European imports of sawn hardwood is, due entirely to a
corresponding increase in imports of tropical sawn hardwood. Imports from 
temperate-zone sources are expected to be slightly lower in 1983 compared to 1982, a 
marked drop for Italy's imports being offset by higher imports by the Federal Republic 
of Germany and the Netherlands.

■ T ,

46. Attention was drawn to the differing market trends for higher and for lower 
quality assortments of temperate-zone hardwoods. Wliile the former continued to be 
sought after and had been firm in price even under , conditions of reduced market 
demand, the low^r qualities had been incre,asing],y. .¡difficult to market, not pnly 
because o,£, the generally reduced level of activity, in the hardwood-us ing sectors, but 
also because many formerly important uses for tĵ ese qualities, for instance as 
sleepers and in mining had declined.

47- For 1984, the Committee expected a further marginal increase of 0.1% in Europe's 
domestic requirements of sawn hardwood, and a somewhat larger one, of 0.2 million m3, 
or 1%, for production. European imports , in 1984 were forecast to decline by 
0.09 million m3 or 2% to 5.0 million m3, due to a corresponding fall in imports of 
temperate-zone species, and exports to rise by 0.13 million m3, or 5% chiefly due to 
higher exports by Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia.



48. Hardwood log requirements in Europe are forecast to increase sligbtíy: in 119(83 by 
0.22ñ million) щЗ 6%, and production more strongly by 0.9 million m3, or 2 1/2%, due 
to appreciably higher ioreckst próíiuétión in Finland, France and the Federal Republic 
of Germany. For European Imports of hardwood logs in 1983, a fall of Ó.3'miiííoñ m3 
or 5%, is forecast, mainly due to lower imports of tropical species by Italj/ and
Portugal. A small increase is forecast for European exports of hardwood logs in 1983, 
essentially due to higher exports by France. ‘ ,

49. A certain revival in activity of major hardwood-using sectors and the increased 
cost from North American sources was reflected in improving demand from European 
sources, for which the better qualities, particularly of oak, showed a rising price 
trend at auction sales in the autumn of 1983. As in the case of sawn hardwood, lower 
quality logs, on the other hand, were facing increasing difficulties to find outlets* 
It was suggested, therefore, that this problem be given closer attention.

50. For 1984, the Committee forecast a further increase of 2% for both European
dômestic requirements and prodiihtion of hardwood logs, a smaller increase for its
imports , 'and a drop of 5% for 'its 'èxpôfts. ' '

51. Attention was draxm to the longer-term trends in the sù'pplÿ" of logs of tropical- 
hardwood species. An important factor in this connexion, * 'apart from dwindling 
resources in some formerly important supplier countries, was the trend to processing 
in the producing countries both with a view to adding value to exportable products and 
to providing emplo3raient to populations.

52. It was pointed out that there were still large forest-'rich areas where 
population density was low and exports of logs were' likely to continue for the
foreseeable future. For thp trade and the woodworking industries in the importing 
countries, it was important,(however to find acceptance for chattges in the species 
composition of imports which were likely to result from thé moving of logging' 
activities to new areas and regions. The trade would also benefit from working' 
actively with others concerned to improve mahagetáent techniques which would ensure thé 
long-term conservation of the tropical forest.

53. In this connexion attention was also drawn to the interrelationship between the 
markets for tropical hardwoods in the ECE region and those elsewhere; hotably Jap'àftj, 
other Asian importers and tf¿pical producers. The Committee agreed to renew its 
efforts to involve these countries in its mkrket activities.

(d) Wood-based panels

54. After having fallen for three years in succession, consumption of wood-based 
panels in North Ajnerica and Europe staged a partial recovery in 1983, which was strong 
in North America, but much more restrained itl Europe.' For domestic requirements of 
plywood in the Unitéd;'States a rise of 4.0 million m3, or 29%, to 17.9 million m3 is 
forecast, and for '̂ production an increase of ' 3*6 million m3, or 27%, to
16.9 million m3. Domestic requirements of pafticlé bbafd and fibreboard are forecast 
to increase by 1.3 million m3 (24%) and 1.9 million m3 (41%) respectively, and
production by similar amounts. Markedly higher domestic requirements and production 
of all three panels in 1983 than in 1982 were also forecast by Canada.

55. For 1984, the recovery of the wood-based panels markets in North America was
expected to continue at a more moderate pace. Domestic requirements and production of
plywood in thé United States were both forecast to ; in'ctekse by 0.6 million m3 or 3%4 
Increases of 0.4 million m3, or 6%, wefè forecast for domestic requirements and 
production of particle board, but only small incrèksës'for fibreboard.



56. For Europe, domestic requirements of particle board in 1983 are forecast, to rise 
by 0.35 million m3 or 1 1/2%, and production more strongly by 0.5 million m3 or 2%. 
Substantially higher domestic requirements are forecast by the United Kingdom and 
Poland. Relatively important increases in production are forecast by Czechoslovakia, 
Poland, Spain and Sweden. For Europe's imports of particle board in 1983, a rise of 
0.1 million m3 or 2% is forecast over 1982, and for exports a somewhat larger one of 
0.23 million m3, or nearly 6%, due mainly to higher exports by Belgium-Luxembourg and 
Czechoslovakia.

57. Marginal increases are forecast for Europe's domestic requirements and 
production of plywood in 1983. For imports, a rise of 0.23 million m3 or 8% is 
forecast, due to higher imports by the Federal Republic of Germany, the Netherlands 
and the Ühíted Kingdom, which contrasts with an unchanged level 'forecast for Europe's 
exports.

58.: Slightly higher increases than for plywood are forecast for Europe's domestic 
requirements and production of fibreboard in 1983» Little change, on the other hand, 
is expected for tirade in fibreboard in 1983.

59. For 1984; the Committee's' forecasts expect further increases in Europe's 
doméètiÂreqüifements aiid pióduction of particle board ofG.35 million m3 (1 1/2%) and 
0.53'’miÍlioñ/m3 (2%) respectively, with a majority of countries expecting an increase 
in: production. A small decline 'is forecast for ' imports, but an increase of
0.,23 million m3 of - 5% is foreseen for exports, in' particular for exports from 
Belgiuin-Lùxembbürg and Czechoslovakia.

60. Small rises are forecast for Europe's domestic requirements, production and 
exports of plywood in 1984, but a fall in imports of over 4%.

61. For fibreboard, increases of some 4% are forecast for Europe's domestic 
requirements and production and of 10% for its expotts, largely duè tb new export 
ca,pacity coming on stream in Ireland. Little change is expected for its imports,.

62. During the discussion, attention was drawn to the continuing (problem ,qf¡ 
over-capacity in large parts of the European wood-based panels industry which remained 
acute despite the restructuring process that has been going on for some time. It-was, 
felt, however, that a more general recovery in construction activity would be needed 
for this ékcéss capacity to be gtaduàlly absorbed.

63. Reference was also made tb the increasing difficulties for panels to widen their 
fields of application by developing new uses. The trend towards manufacturing special 
panels for specific uses had already progressed significantly in Europe, where, as an 
example, 40% of the plyvibod 'produced was now of. thab .type. The widening use of 
plywood in timber-frame construction was - quoted as a ' ipbsitive example of a new 
application.

64. Nevertheless/ concern was expressed at the prospect of greatly'incréàsed plytwod 
production capacities being built-up iri several areas ’ rich in tropical forest 
resbUrces, mucK of whbse production would be directed towards the markets of 
industrialized countries. With potentially disruptive effects.

65. For plywood markets, a continuing problem of great concern were the import quota 
schemes bperated by the European Economic Community?. Another disturbing factor, 
riotably for the plywood sector, was the sharp monetary fluctuations which often had,a 
more decisive effect than fluctuations in quoted prices.



(e) Pulpx>7ood

; 66. The Committee noted that 1982 had turned out to be a very unsatisfactory year 
, xjorldwide for the pulp and paper sector. Production of almost all grades of pulp, 
/paper and paperboard had dropped significantly in both Europe and North America. In 
1983, however, the situation for pulp and paper demand appears to have improved, 

!,! notably in North America. Production of pulp, paper and paperboard in the United 
States in the first half of 1983 was sharply above that of the same period in 1982. 
Encouraging results were also reported by some European countiries, although the trend 
was not as clear cut as in North America. This improved demand caused a tightening of 

V, the international pulp market and pulp prices rose slightly.

67;. г The, I Committee therefore forecast for 1983 a widespread rise in demand for 
pulpwood- Eui'opean domestic requirements are expected to rise by 5% to
163.3 million m3. For Sweden they are expected to rise by 9% to 35.5 million m3 and 
in Finland also by 9% to 32.0 million m3. Domestic requirements in the United States 
are expected' to rise by 9% to 197.8 million m3. European domestic supply is. also 
expected to rise by 3% to 156.9 million m3. In Sweden, an increase in domestic, supply 
is forecast of 6% to 34 Л  million m3. Finland, however, forecast a fall of nearly 2% 
to 27.9 million m3, due to tensions on the local, roundwood markets. There were also 
‘‘significant differences between the trends for the various assortments. European 
domestic supply of broadleaved pulpwood is forecast to rise by 10% and pf residues, 

■chips ami particles by 7%; while that of coniferous pulpwood is expected to fall
. slightly, because of developments . in Finland and a number of other countries. In 
several countries, sax̂ mill residues appeared to be substituting for round. pulp;wood, 
essentially for cost reasons. The United States foresaw an 8% increase in domestic 

/■.‘Supply, to 198.9 million.m3, affecting all assortments.

68. European pulpxvood trade on the other hand is expected by the Committee to 
^-continue tQ.fail in 1983, by,6% for imports and 4% for exports. Contrasting trends
.are forecast by the two major European, pulpwood importers; Sweden foresees,, a drop of 
over •3:3%; to .2.1 million m3, while Finland forecasts an increase, of 13% to
5.4 million m3. Exports by the United States (mostly to Japan) are expected to fall 

■ to 4.4 million ;.m3.,- while Canadian pulpwood exports, mostly to the United States, are 
‘• expected to rise ,to 3.4.-million m3. Pulp-wood exports by the USSR are expected to 
;;remain stable,; ,at around 5.3,million m3.

69. For 1984, the Committee forecast continued growth in pulpwood requirements. 
European domestic requirements are expected to rise by 3% to 168 million m3 and those

r in the United States by nearly 5% to 207 million m3. . An increase of 5% is also 
i expected for domestic supply in the United States, but for Europe,, ап4у a marginal 
г -increase is expected. European imports are forecast tp rise slightly (+2%), but 
/'exports to fall by 6%. ..Pulpwpod exports by Canada and the United States are expected
to rise in 1984,by 18% and 20% respectively.

70. The Committee noted that the pattern of international trade in pulpwood was 
. quite x/olatile although some major structural .changes had taken place,, over the last
ten years. In the short term, forest catastrophes, such as windblcw or mortality due
to air pollution or insect damage could create new sources of pulpwood supply.
Several instances of this were cited in the discussion, including the windblow in 
France in November 1982 (10 million m3 of which 2.4 million m3 pulpwood), and snow
damage in the German Democratic Republic. In the Federal Republic of Germany, it had
so far been possible to market timber damaged by air pollution, th.rough normal 

/■ channels, although .some marketing problems for pollution-damaged timber may have been 
encountered elsewhere. . ■



71. Some delegations drew attention to the fact 'that^'thè pulpwoodf^using industries 
(pulp, particle board and fibreboard) were competing'for small-sized wood with other 
uses, notably energy and speciàlized sawmills capable of sawing very small logs. 
Sometimes, the pulpwood-using industries' ability to compete was reduced by their poor 
fihancial‘heaTth, due partly to low profitability. - '

(f) Organization of market discussions and publications

72.'^'’Ori the basis of TIM/R.87, the Comtriittèe discussed the format of the Review 
published each year after the ' Committ-ee's annual session and containing the 
Committee's assessment of the forest products markets and their prospects for the 
coming year, together with the detailed forecasts prepared by countries for the 
purpose of the market discussion, as well as statistics for production and trade in 
the first half of the current and past years. It had been regular practice to include 
in the text additional information from countries' written market statementsfrom the
market discussion as well as from othér sources. This had been one of the causes for
delays in publication of the Review in recent years which had given rise to concern
within the secretariat over the topicality of the Review for its users.

73. The Committee agreed that in 1983 the Review should contain only the Committee's 
assessment of the market and the finalized worksheets and be published as soon as 
possible after the Committee session. At its session in October 1984, the Cpmraittee 
would consider the matter agaih in order to determine, on the basis of the experience 
gained, whether this arr'ahgement should be retained for the future.

74. The Committee nofed that, in preparing forecasts for its annual session, the 
definitions of softwood 'And hardwood logs were not being consistently applied by all 
countries. Some treated 'proddctlon' of these Assortments as 'removals'; others as 
the volume made available tb meet the input (requirements) of the sawmilling 
industries. While it was important that figures given in the forecasts should be 
consistent between one year and another, it was also desirable that the base figures 
(for this session, for 1982) should also be consistent with official data published in 
the Timber Bulletin for Eufhpe. The Committee invited the office-holders to clarify 
this,' issue and for countiries tb be instrubted how to deal with it in their foreoAsts 
for the 1984 and subsequeiit sessions. The problem Also applied to pulpwood.

Study of European timber trends and prospects (Item 7 of the Agenda)

(a) Progress report
’ ' i / О

75. The Committee was 'informed of progress on the' new sfudy (ETTS IV) on the bAsis 
of TIM/R.88. Since the Committee's fortieth session, teams of country correspondents 
had been set up, data collected and work carried out on forest iriventory assessment, 
potential roundwood supply (see paras. 83 to ' 86 below) and energy questions (see 
paras. 80 to 82 below). Investigations had also been carried out into the methodology 
of preparing demand scenarios, a central question in outlook studies. In addition 
eight' ' m̂irii-seminArs ' had been held or were planned. The object of" thesq 
mihi-seminarS was for the secretáriat to familiarize itself with the conditions jln 
indiViduAl countries. The mini-seminars represented a complementary approach to 
purely quantitative analysis.

76. The Committee considered' that work on ETTS IV was proceeding satisfactorily and 
reiterated the importance it attached to this project. Long-term outlook studies, 
producing quantified analysis of possible future scenarios were considered • an 
essential tool for effective planning and policy formulation at thei-national.level, 
The Committee warmly thanked those countries which had made supplementary resources 
available, whether by seconding experts, providing travel assistance to the 
secretariat or by contributing to 'the ETTS IV Trust Fund. > It - welcomed these 
contributions as a further indicAtion of' the priority which countries attached to this 
project. It urged member countries which had not done so tO' ébnsider contributing in 
one of the above-mentioned ways to the study.



77. The Committee welcomed the continuing co-operation in the field of outlook 
studies with other international organizations, notably FAO, whose study on the 
outlook foi pulp and paper would provide useful input for ETTS IV, and IIASA.

78. The Committee recognized that if problems were encountered in coordinating the 
work of the teams of correspondents, it might be necessary to bring them together in
Geneva for a briefing session. The Committee authorized the secretariat tô  cpnvene ,
such an informal meeting if it were considered necessary. Probably onljr one 
correspondent from each country X70uld need to attend. Alternatively, if problems 
arose for a particular country, its correspondents were welcome to come to Geneva at 
any time to dicuss them xíith the secretariat.

79. The Committee agreed with the timetable proposed:
first draft in November/December 1984 

“ review meeting May/June 1985
- revision and publication not later than the first half of 1986.

(b) Ad hoc meeting on the impact of energy developments on the forestry, and forest
products sector, 2-4 May 1983

80. The Committee waç informed of the results of this meeting, on the basis of its 
report (TIM/EFC/AC.2/2). The ad hoc meeting had reviewed tlje, many and complex^^ 
interactions between the forest and forest products sector and the energy sector and 
had considered how energy factors might be incorporated into ETTS IV.

81. In view of the methodological difficulties and the wide variations between 
couhtries and even within a single country, the ad hoc meeting had recominended that 
the ETTS IV correspondents be requested to provide quantified estimates of the ouèlpok 
for a number of energy-linked parameters in their country, as, well as the assumptions 
on which these estimates were based.

82. An enquiry had been circulated by the secretariat in accordance with the ad hoc
meeting's recommendations, with a request for replies by 10 October,, 1983. , Nine
replies had been received before the Committee session. The Cotfimittee urged those 
correspondents who had not yet replied to do so as soon as possible. Even incomplete 
replies, if received reasonably early, would be useful.

(c) Forecasts of the forest potential and x70od raw material supply

83. The Committee was informed, on the basis of TIM/R.89, of pfogress on the
preliminary results of the forest resource enqqiry and of the new enquiry on forecasts 
of the forest potential and wood raw materjial ¡supply. It noted th^ _importance of 
disposing of comprehensive and reliable farest ' inventory, dafa for use as a basis for 
the long-term outlook for the forestry situation and wood raw material supply in 
ETTS IV.

84. The Committee urged countries which had not provided revise^ and completed
information on the forest resource .to do so by 31 December 1983. It also asked those 
few countries which had not yet replied to the enquiry to do so as soon as possible.

85. The Committee noted that the enquiry on the long-term outlook for the forest 
potential and wood rax-; material supply, approved by the Working Party, had already 
been circulated and urged correspondents to reply by the deadline ind¡i,cqted. It 
requested the secretariat to explore the possibility of asking countries to reply to 
the following supplementary question, suggested, by Mr. N-E. Nilsson (Sweden):

"What are the major factors which will affect the volume of growing sfock per hectare 
to the year 2020 and to what extent will any changes which occur be due to change in 
age-class distribution, rotation length or the proportion of total production taken 
out in the form of thinnings ?"



86. The Committee endorsed the secretariat's decision to send the full enquiry on 
the long-term outlook lo correspondents nominated by countries to co-operate in the 
work on ETTS IV, with copies to the appropriate correspondents nominated for the 
forest resource' enquiry, which should ensure that there was proper -co-ordination in 
the preparation of countries ' replies which should be received by 31 December 1983.

Study tour in the United Kingdom (Item 8 of the Agenda)

87. Mr. L. Strangh’'(Sweden) infotmed the Committee of the study tour that took place 
in the "United ' Kingdom from 18 to 24 September 1983, with the theme: "The opportunity 
and'’challenge of an increasing forest rèsource in an import-domina ted marke.t,", ¡ The 
study ' toOr ''programme included visits to publicly and privately owned fope¡st̂ » 
importers/converters yard, a particle board/MDF mill, a paperboard mill and a research, 
station.' ' I ' / I *

V , г ! ''

88i 'The Committee viarmly thanked the United Kingdom, authorities and- the Fopes.tjy, 
CoTtaniàsion - for the excellent organization? of the study tour .pĥ U ■ permitted,
participants to discover the forestry and forest industries of country that had 
traditionally been seen as essentially, an importer, as well as for the generous 
hospitality extended to participants.

89. Noting the serious problems that hqd arisen for the organizers because of delays 
in receiving applications from participants, the Committee strongly urged governments 
to ensure that the programme was circulated in, good time and that intending, 
participants to future study tours as well as other meetings outside Geneva, respect 
the deadline»' for registration. >

Special topic; Structural changes in the forest industries sector to optimize the use 
of available wood raw material (Item 9 of the Agendq)

90. Mr. I. Predescu (Romania) informed the Committee of the develonments in the 
forest and forest industries sector in his country tending towards an optimal 
utilization of available wood raw material. These include; a maximum ц?е of wood 
biomass; a greater recovery of secondary wood resources; changes in the wood 
industries toWatds the production of more economically efficient products with higher 
added value. He stated'that at present the Romanian forest and forest products sector 
was in a phase of evolution and adjustment and that the policy to be followed in the 
future will be based on the National Programme for conservation and development of 
forests for the period 1976-2010

91. Mr. C. Peraza (Spain) informed the Committee of, the historical , evolution of 
forests and utilization of wood in his country. He described the struqturq p t  the 
forest and how it ■ met ,the requirements of industrialization. He analysed the 
different plans established for the development ' of the forest and forçst products 
Sector as well as the achievements and structural changes of the latter, which had 
adapted itself to the domestic wood supply. In the long term, further development 
depended on improvement of the forest reçource and better quality control. ,

92. ' Mr. J. Nordin (Sweden) presented to the Committee a case study of a Swedish 
integrated forest industry company and its structural changes during the last 25 
ÿears. The changes were made possible by expanding the raw material basis and by 
increasing the yield per cubic metre of raw material, thus increasing the addeci value 
per unit of wood. ! .,

93. The discussion which followed the presentations tpuched on a number of poin̂ ts, 
including the necessity to find satisfactory and economipj ¡uses for the products of 
thinning, the contribution of genetics and new species to improving the íorest 
resource and 'the ecological limits on whole, tree logging. The delegation of 
Czechoslovakia presented a paper on the .structural, changes in its country and the 
delegation of Sweden gave some additional information on recent developments in its 
country.

94. In view of their great interest, the Committee requested that the presentations 
be published as a supplement to the Timber Bulletin for Europe.



Activities of other ECE Principal Subsidiary Bodies of relevance to the Timber 
Committee (Item' 10 of the Agenda)

95. The Committee was informed, on the basis of document TIM/R.91, of the activities 
of other Principal Subsidiary Bodies of ECE dealing with matters of concern to it.
The Committee's attention was especially drawn to activities of other bodies relevant
to its own work areas I (Medium arid long-term trends and prospects) and IV
(Environmental and resource conservation problems). The Committee took note of this 
information and agréed to take it into account when discussing its own programme of: 
work.

96. The Committee was informed of the activities under the Convention on Long Range 
Transboundary Air 'Pollution which came into force on 16 March 1983, in particular the 
study on air pollutioii damage to forests Which would be presented to the Working Group 
on effects of sulphur compounds on the environment. The Committee welcomed the
continuing co-operation between its own secretariat and that of the Convention's
Executive Body. ■

Programme of work for 1984-1988 (Item 11 of the Agenda) ‘

(a) Activities scheduled for 1984, including: /

(i) Joint FAO/ECE/ILO Committee on Forest Working Techniques 'and Training of 
Forest Workers

97. The Committee was first briefly informed of the activities of the Joint
Committee which had taken place since the Committee's last session;

Seminar on reducing biomass losses in logging operations, USSR, December 1982.
- Seminar on machines and techniques for forest plant production,

Czechoslovakia, June 1983 !
- Seminar on silvicultural, technological, economic and other problems connected;

with the mechanization of thinning operations, German Democratic Republic, 
September 1983

- Sixth session of the Joint Committee's Steering Committee, Geneva, May 1983.

98. The Committee x/as also informed of the preparations for the fifteenth session of 
the Joint Committee, to be held in Izmir from 22 to 25 May 1984 at the invitation of 
the ’Government of Turkey, The session will be preceded by a study tour in Turkey r
(14-17 May) and a seminar on techniques and machines for the rehabilitation of;
low-productivity forest (Izmir, Í8-21 May). The Committee noted that the provisional 
agenda for the fifteenth session (TiM/EFC/WP.1/13) had just been issued. The detailed 
information note on the Ses’sioh', study tour and seminar (TIM/EFC/WP. 1/R.47,
TIM/EFC/WP,1/SEM.18/Í) would be'issued shortly.

99. Qn behalf oi his Government, the delegate of Turkey expressed his: satisfaction- 
at the opportunity offered to his cpuntry to host the fifteenth session of the Joint- 
Committee,and the study tour and seminar. The Committee supported his insistence on. 
the importance of timely registration of participants, so as to facilitate the 
preparation of these events from the organizational point of view.

100. The Committee noted that the two following seminars will be organized as
national seminars, in coilaboratibn x/ith the Joint Committee; -

- Seminar on ergonomics applied to forestry, Austria, October 1983
- Seminar on extension services for private forest owners, USA, autumn 1984.



101. The question of principle was raised of such national seminars being held with 
only one official working lartguage, i.e. without the normal ECE facilities of lull 
interpretation into the ,three worjking languages. The Committee was informed that this 
point had already bqen discqsaed by the Joirit Committee's Steering Committèe at its 
sixth session and tha,̂  it had been, "unanimously agreed that this kind of meeting 
should be accepted only in exceptional circumstances and thát countries should be 
urged to organize regular Joint Committee meetings with, threé-language interpretation 
facilities" (TIM/EFÇ/W^,1/AC,1/6, para. 7),,¡„The Committee noted with satisfaction, 
however, that the Austrian GJpvernment would provide language Kelp* for the 'expert' from 
the USSR v;ho will participate in the Seminar on Ergonomics in Austria.

»

(ii) Study tour in Switzerland, October 1984
'

102. The Committee was informed of the preparations for the study tour in Switzerland
which will take placç from 12 to 17 October 1984 immediately after the Committee's
forty-second session. The theme of the tour will be "Special problems of the forestry 
and forest products sector in Switzerland". The Committee urged governments to ensure 
that intending participants respept the deadlines for registration-. '

(b) áeview and revision of the draft programme of work for 1984-'1988

103. The Committee considered its programme of work on the basis of a draft prepàtëd 
by the secretariat (TIM/R.92), xihich took into account the programme the Cómmittee had' 
approved at its fortieth session, decisions and discussions of the Commission at its 
thirty-eighth s,easion, and tb,e results of meetings of the Committee's subsidiary 
bodies. The Committee also took into account its discussions and decisions under 
other items of the agenda.

(•
Í

104. The Committee invited phe leader of the team of specialists dealing with project
14.2.4. - Standardization of stress grading and finger-jointing of coniferous sawn 
timber to consider the desirability of convening an informal meeting of the team to 
discuss and initiate action on the work foreseen for 1984 in the programme of work,

105. The Committee decided to incorporate project 14.2.5. - Reduction in the number
of standard dimensions entering international trade in project 14.2.3. - Review of 
standardization activities. ‘

106. The Committee invited the fifteenth session of the Joint FAO/ECE/ILO Committee 
on Forest Working Techniques and Training of Forest Workers to consider what action 
should be taken in regard to the proposals of the USSR concerning project 14.3.1.2.6. 
~ Harvesting of x70od for energy purposes (see TIM/R.92, Annex l).

107. Regarding project 14.4.2- ~ Energy conservation and self-sufficiency in the 
mechanical wood-processing industries, the Committee supported the suggestion that the 
reconstituted team of specialists hold an inaugural meeting, at which its activities 
should be defined, taking the proposals of the USSR contained in TIM/R.92, Annex I as 
a basis. The team should also agree on methods of work. If possible, a study by the 
team on the technical aspects of the generation of energy from wood should be 
submitted to the forty-second session of the Committee, as provided for in the 
programme of work. The Committee accepted that it might only be possible to submit a 
progress report to that session, depending on when the’ team could meet and start work.

108. The Committee took note of the concern about damage to forests due to air 
pollution in both Europe and North America, and Stressed the necessity of contributing 
to the expanding national and international effort to combat this tkreat. At the same 
time, it was underlined that the Committee should only undertake work which was 
appropriate to its mandate, structure and resources and avoid duplicating the 
activities of other international organizations. In this context the Committee was 
informed of the activities being carried out under the auspices of the Executive Body 
for the Convention on Long-Range Transboundary Air Pollution (see para 96), the FAO 
European Forestry Commission, the European Economic Community and lUFRO.



109. On the suggestion of the delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany, it was 
decided that a report on the implications of air pollution damage to forests for wood 
supply and forest products markets should be prepared for the Committee. The report 
should also draw conclusions and make recommendations for action in the forestry and 
the forest products sector. The report should be prepared by a consultant or seconded 
national expert, who would take as a starting point the report being prepared tor the 
Working Group on effects of sulphur compounds on the environment (under the Convention 
on Long-j^nge Transboundary Air Pollution) and the documentation which would be 
submitted to the session of the FAO European Forestry Commission in December 1983. 
The correspondents for Part III of the Forest Resource Enquiry - the role of forests 
in supplying environmental and other non-̂ jood goods and services (which contained a 
question on the effect of non-wood functions on wood production) - should be requested 
to estimate, if possible in quantitative terms, the medium-term (2-10 years) effect on
wood supply of air pollution damage (partial or complete destruction of forests,
sanitation fellings, changes in quality of roundwood harvested, etc.). Replies should 
be requested by 31 January 1984. The consultant should prepare the first version of 
the report and draft conclusions and recommendations. An informal group with 
representatives of the other interested bodies (see para. 108) might be convened to 
give preliminary consideration to the report, notably the draft conclusions and 
recommendations, if the secretariat considered this necessary. The completed report 
should be submitted to the forty-second session of the Committee, which would decide
on future activities of the Committee in this field.

110. The Committee stressed that the secretariat should take fully into account all 
factors relating to air pollution damage when drafting ETTS IV and other studies 
analysing future wood supply. The report mentioned above, including the information 
provided by the correspondents for Part III of the Forest Resource Enquiry, would 
provide useful information on this point. In this connexion, the Committee endorsed 
the decision of the,,Joint FAO/ECE Working Party bn Forest Ecortomrcs and Statistics to 
decide qt its fifteenth session on further work in the evaluation of damage to 
forests, in the light of experience gained and activities undertaken by other 
international bodies, notably the FAO European Forestry Commission.

111. The Committee noted that when officials, foresters and other members of the 
sector were faced with sudden and severe da .lage to the forest, for instance because of 
fire, windblow, snow or insect infestation, their task would be made easier if they 
had rapid access to the experience and expertise of other countries. The Committee 
decided, therefore, to publish a document on ways of dealing with sudden and severe 
damage to forests which would include;

- a number of relevant publications or reports describing the technical 
(harvesting, transport, storage, regeneration) economic, social or fiscal 
measures taken in reaction to such damage;

- a list of institutions whose advice or assistance in the form of equipment or 
labour could be useful.

112. The Committee requested the aetretariat to collect from countries relevant 
publications or reports and a list of institutions and to compile a draft 
publication. Work in progress should be presented to the fifteenth session of the 
Joint FAO/ECE/ILO Committee on Forest Working Techniques and Training of Forest 
Workers in May 1984, which was invited to consider whether to propose a role that it 
could play in this field. It was pojnted out that many relevant publications or 
reports already existed and should be used where possible.



113. It was felt that there was also a need for rapid international dissemination of 
reliable information on the nature and extent of sudden and extensive damage to 
forests. This information could notably be useful in reducing disruption of the 
roundwood markets. The Committee therefore proposed that a system be set up whereby a 
country affected by a major instance of forest damage, notably if it appeared that 
there might be potential international consequences, should provide details to the 
secretariat immediately. The secretariat would transmit this information to other
member countries. Governments v?ere invited to Inform the secretariat, by 31 January
1984, of the address to which such information should be sent.

114. It was also suggested that a permanent body be set up to help ECE countries 
faced with sudden and severe damage to their forests. Such a body would collect and 
maintain a wide range of information relevant to this problem.. The Committee felt 
that this suggestion should be reconsidered in the light of experience with the 
arrangements outlined above.

115. For project 14.5.5. - Dissemination and exchange of general information and
experience, the Committee invited Member Governments to consider the possibility of 
organizing a study tour for the Timber Committee in 1985 or later.

Other business (Item 1,2 of the Agenda)

116. The Committee was i.nformed by the Polish delegation of the present situation as 
regards insect infestation of Polish forests and the measures taken to combat it. 
Written information was made available to delegations. The Committee thanked the 
Polish delegation for this information.

Adoption of the report of the Committee's session (item 13 of the Agenda)

117. The draft report presented by the secretariat was adopted, with some 
modifications which have been incorporated into the present document.

Date of next s e ssion

118. The Committee agreed that its next session should be held from 8 to 12 October 
1984, subject to the availability of conference services for that period. In doing 
so, it took into account the proposal of Switzerland to hold the study tour from 12 
(evening) to 17 October 1984.
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ТШВЕК COMMITTEE PROGRMME OF WORK FOR 1984-1988

WORK AREA 14.1». MEDIUM- AND IDNG-TERM TRENDS AND PROSPECTS

14.1.1. Review o f  p ro jec tions  made in the study "European Timber Trends and 
Prospects, 1950 to 2000" in r e la t io n  to actual developnents

Descrip tion*. The Coiranittee w i l l  keep under review long-term trends in production, 
trade, consumption and prices o f  fo res t  products, comparing them with pro jections 
made in the long-term study, both to check the accuracy o f  the analyses presented in 
the study and in order to provide ea r ly  warning o f  changes in trends, thus enabling 
governments to review their long-term fo r e s t  p o l ic ie s  in the l i g h t  o f  recent 
developments. Amongst other fa c to rs ,  the Committee's analyses w i l l  take in to  account 
the impact o f  a ir  po llu tion  on the fo r e s try  and fo r e s t  products sec to r ,  including the 
prospects for future wood supply.

Work accomplished*. Work continued on the new long-term study, including the se t t in g  
up o f  national teams o f  correspondents to p a r t ic ip a te  in the work, c o l le c t io n  and
prelim inary analysis o f  in formation, comparison o f  r e a l  trends up to  1980 with
pro jections made in the previous study, the holding o f  an ad hoc meeting on the
impact o f  energy developments o f  the fo res try  and fo r e s t  products sector and contacts 
between the s e c re ta r ia t  and national correspondents and other experts , including the 
holding o f  mini-seminars in a number o f  countries.

Work to  be undertaken*. Work on the new study w i l l  continue, including the
preparation o f  the d ra ft  o f  the study with ta rge t dates o f  1985 for review by an ad
hoc meeting and 1986 for f in a l  pub lication .

Duration; Continuing.

14.1.2. Medium-term trends in the structure and capacity o f  the 
wood-processing industries

14.1.2 .1 . The wood-based panels industries

Descrip tion*. The Committee w i l l  keep the structure and capacity o f  the wood-based 
panels industries under review in order to  enable governments to form their  own 
in du str ia l p o l ic ie s  for the wood-based panels sector in the l i g h t  o f  information on 
in ternationa l conditions.

Work accomplished*. Prelim inary resu lts  o f  the 3 -year ly  enquiry were reviewed by the
fourteenth session o f  the Joint FAO/ECE Working Party  on Forest Economics and
S ta t is t ic s .

Work to be undertaken*. Countries w i l l  r e v is e  and complete their re p l ie s  to the 
enquiry and the resu lts  w i l l  be published in a supplement to the Timber Bu llet in  for 
Europe. The next survey w i l l  be undertaken in 1985/86.



14.1.2.2. The sawmilling industry

Descrip tion : The Committee w i l l  keep the structure and capacity  o f  the sawmilling
industry under review in order to enable governments to form their p o l ic ie s  for the 
sawmilling industry in the l i g h t  o f  information on in ternationa l conditions.

Work accomplished; A d ra ft  form o f  enquiry, prepared by a team o f  s p e c ia l is t s ,  was 
approved by the Timber Committee. Countries were in v ited  to take steps to c o l l e c t  
the information ca l led  for in the enquiry in readiness for i t s  c ircu la t ion .

Work to be undertaken*. The enquiry w i l l  be c ircu la ted  to countries in la te  1983. A 
seminar w i l l  be held in Finland in June 1984, in conjunction with a meeting o f  the 
team o f  s p e c ia l is t s ,  on the methodology o f  data c o l le c t io n  on the sawmilling
industry, intended e sp ec ia l ly  for experts from developing countries. The team w i l l  
review the prelim inary resu lts  o f  the enquiry, which w i l l  be rev ised  and transmitted 
to the f i f t e e n th  session o f  the Joint Working Party on Forest Economics and 
S ta t is t ic s .

Duration; Continuing.

14.1.3. Medium-term trends in the markets for s p e c i f i c  fo r e s t  products

Descr ip t io n ; The Committee w i l l  review medium-term (3-5 years) trends in the 
production, consumption, trade and prices o f  major fo re s t  products so that 
governments may be continuously informed o f  s tructu ra l trends in the fo re s t  products 
markets o f  the ECE reg ion .

work accomplished; The medium-term survey o f  the markets for pulpwood, wood for 
energy and miscellaneous roundwood was published.

work to be undertaken; Further medium-term surveys w i l l  be postponed u n t i l  a f te r
completion o f  the long-term study (p ro jec t  1 4 .1 .1 . ) .  Therea fte r ,  they w i l l  be 
resumed on a 3-year ro ta tion  o f  the fo l low ing  sec to rs ;  sawnwood and sawlogs*, 
wood-based panels*, and pulpwood, wood for energy and miscellaneous roundwood.

Duration; Continuing a f te r  1985.

14.1.4. Trends, prospects and p o l ic ie s  in southern Europ>e

Description ; The fo r e s t  and fo re s t  industry po l icy  and environmental problems facing 
countries in the Mediterranean area w i l l  be reviewed in the l i g h t  o f  the long-term 
outlook for their fo r e s t  economies, as depicted in European Timber Trends and 
Prospects, 1950 to  2000.

Work to be undertaken; The Committee w i l l  convene an ad hoc meeting a t  an
appropriate time on the production and marketing o f  products o f  sp iec if ic  in te re s t  to  
Mediterranean fo r e s tr y ,  including cork and res in ,  and other such meetings, as the 
need is id e n t i f i e d .  A l l  a c t i v i t i e s  under th is  p ro jec t  w i l l  be carr ied  out in
co-operation with the FAO European Forestry Commission.



14.2.1. Review o f  production, trade, consumption and prices o f  fo r e s t  products

Descr ip t io n ; The Committee w i l l  analyse, on a continuous basis , short-term trends in 
the production, trade, consumption and prices o f  fo res t  products and forecas t 
short-term prospects, with a view to providing governments and the fo r e s t  products 
sector with accurate and up-to-date information and assessments, necessary for an 
order ly  development o f  the supply/demand mechanism.

Work accomplished and to  be undertaken; The annual session o f  the Timber Committee 
reviews short-term trends and prospects in the production, trade, consumption and 
prices o f  coniferous and non-coniferous (including t r op ica l )  logs  and sawnwood, 
wood-based panels and pulpwood, on the basis o f  estimates and other market 
information prepared by delegations for the year in progress and the forthcoming 
year. An analysis o f  market trends, based on the Committee's discussions is 
published a f te r  the session , as w e l l  as an Annual Forest Products Market Review based 
on data supplied by governments in connexion with p ro jec t  14.5.1.

Duration; Continuing.

1 4 . 2 . 2 .  R a tiona liza t ion  o f  the flow o f  fo r e s t  products from the fo r e s t  to the 
consumer, including transport and handling problems

Descr ip t io n ; The Committee w i l l  review the d is tr ibu t ion  chain for fo r e s t  products 
from the fo re s t  to the consumer, including transport and handling problems, and 
id e n t i fy  areas where i t  might recommend any action which i t  considers necessary to 
ra t io n a l iz e  the flow o f  products and to increase e f f i c i e n c y  with a view to 
f a c i l i t a t in g  in ternat iona l trade.

Work to be undertaken; The Committee w i l l  decide on a c t i v i t i e s  in th is  f i e l d ,  as and 
when appropr i a t e .

Duration; To be decided.

14.2.3. Review o f  standardization a c t i v i t i e s

Descr ip t io n ; The Committee w i l l  keep under review needs and p r io r i t i e s  for 
standardization in the f i e l d  o f  fo res t  products as w e l l  as progress in i t s  own 
standardization p ro jec t  (1 4 .2 .4 . ) .  On the basis o f  th is  review , i t  w i l l  decide what 
a c t i v i t i e s  i t  should undertake, with a view to f a c i l i t a t in g  in ternationa l trade in 
fo r e s t  products by removing n o n - ta r i f f  b a rr ie rs ,  and to furthering the ra t ion a l and 
economic use o f  wood. The Committee w i l l  a lso  keep under review work being 
undertaken by other organizations, notably ISO, on the reduction o f  the number o f  
standard dimensions entering in ternationa l trade, with a view to co-operating in such 
work as and when i t  considers i t  appropriate.

Work to be undertaken; The Timber Committee w i l l  review a l l  i t s  standardization 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  when i t  considers th is  appropriate in the l i g h t  o f  develojxnents, notably 
progress on p ro jec t  14.2.4. I t  w i l l  a lso  maintain co-operation with ISO and i t s  
appropriate technical committees.



14.2.4. Standardization o f  s tress  grading and f in g e r - jo in t in g  o f  coniferous
sawn timber

Descr ip t io n ; The Committee w i l l  encourage the incorporation o f  the provisions o f  the 
revised  ECE Kecommended Standards on s tress  grading o f  coniferous sawn timber and on 
f in g e r - jo in t in g  in s tructura l coniferous sawn timber into nationa l standards, and 
undertake further work to extend their in ternationa l a c c ep ta b i l i t y  and app lica tion  
with a view to ensuring the ra t ion a l and economic use o f ,  and to f a c i l i t a t in g  trade 
in , coniferous sawn timber.

Work accomplished; Countries were inv ited  to supply the s e c re ta r ia t  with the names 
o f  "contact poin ts" that w i l l  rece ive  the approval forms intended to f a c i l i t a t e  the 
opening o f  trade in stress  graded or f in g e r - jo in ted  coniferous sawn timber, and the 
names o f  their correspondents to  help  monitor the implementation o f  the ECE 
recommended standards.

Work to be undertaken; The Committee w i l l  draw up, publish and maintain a l i s t  o f  
these contact points. The team o f  s p e c ia l is t s  w i l l  carry out an enquiry in 1983/84 
in to  progress in implementing the standards*, and w i l l  take steps at the appropriate 
time to  reconc ile  the European and North American systems o f  s tress  grading.

Duration; 2 years ending in 1984.

14.2.5. Problems o f  c la s s i f ic a t io n  and d e f in it io n s

Descr ip t io n ; The Jo in t ЕЮ/ЕСЕ Working Party on Forest Economics and S ta t is t ic s ,  in 
co-operation with the Conference o f  European S ta t is t ic ia n s ,  w i l l  keep under review 
and co-operate in the work o f  harmonizing m ulti-sector c la s s i f i c a t io n s  and 
d e f in it io n s  (e .g .  the CCC Harmonized System, ICGS, SITC, ISIC) , with a view to 
ensuring that i t  fo llows developments in technology and in industr ia l and trade 
p rac t ice ,  and that the appearance o f  new products and changes in organizationa l 
structures are taken into account.

Work accomplished; The Working Party 's  fourteenth session reviewed proposals for the 
rev is ion  o f  the parts o f  the Ilhited Nation 's  In du s tr ia l  C la ss i f ic a t io n  o f  A l l  
Economic A c t iv i t i e s  (ISIC) r e la t in g  to  fo r e s try  and the fo r e s t  industr ies .

Work to be undertaken; A d ra ft  proposal for rev is ion  o f  ISIC w i l l  be c ircu la ted  to 
governments and, on the basis o f  the ir  comments, a f in a l  proposal w i l l  be forwarded 
to the Conference o f  European S ta t is t ic ia n s  and other appropriate United Nations 
bodies. Suggestions w i l l  be drafted  under the leadersh ip  o f  the Finnish Forest 
Research In s t i tu te  on the poss ib le  rev is ion  o f  the IIO ISCO for consideration at the 
f i f t e e n th  session.

Duration; 2 years ending 1985.

WORK AREA 14.3*. SELECTED Е00ЮМ1С, ТЕСНЕ0ЮС1САЬ AND MANAGERIAL PROBLEMS

14.3.1. Forest working techniques and tra in ing  o f  fo r e s t  workers

This p ro jec t  is  covered by the a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the Jo in t РЮ/ЕСЕ/1Е0 Committee on 
Forest Working Techniques and Training o f  Forest Workers, which normally meets 
b ien n ia l ly  (1984, 1986, e t c . ) ,  with meetings o f  i t s  Steering Committee in the
intervening years. Its  task is to fos ter  in ternationa l co l labora t ion  on techn ica l,  
economic and o rgan iza t iona l aspects o f  fo r e s t  working techniques and tra in ing o f  
fo r e s t  workers in logg ing and fo r e s t  operations*, spec ia l a tten tion  is given to 
increasing the e f f i c i e n c y  o f  labour, the reduction o f  the physical e f f o r t s  o f  the 
worker, prevention o f  acc idents , reduction o f  waste and the establishment o f  an 
adequate balance between techn ica l, s o c ia l  and economic requirements and protection  
o f  the environment.

The p ro jec t  components are se t  out below under three main headings;
1. S i lv ic u ltu ra l  operations and general management aspects*,
2. Wood harvesting and transport*, and
3. Human aspects o f  fo r e s t  operations.



14.3.1.1. S i lv ic u ltu ra l  operations and general management aspects

14.3.1 .1 .1 . Development and use o f  machinery and methods for stand establishment,
including p lanting stock and equipment

Descr ip t io n ; The Jo in t Committee w i l l  promote the exchange o f  information and
further ra t ion a l regeneration methods which do not damage the fo r e s t  ecosystem, by 
regu la r ly  reviewing machines, techniques and planting stock applied in a f fo res ta t ion  
and re fo re s ta t io n ,  with emphasis on s i t e  c lea r in g ,  s o i l  preparation and p lanting.

Work accomplished; A seminar on machines and techniques for plant production was 
held in 1983 in Czechoslovakia in co llabora tion  with lUFRO.

Work to be undertaken; Seminars on se lected  items w i l l  be organized a t  in te rva ls .  
Decisions on future work w i l l  be taken a t the f i f t e e n th  session o f  the Joint
Committee in 1984 in the l i g h t  o f  the recommendations o f  the seminar in
Czechoslovakia.

Duration; Continuing.

14.3 .1 .1 .2 . Forest f i r e  prevention and contro l

Descr ip t io n ; The Jo in t Committee w i l l  examine techniques and equipment used in
fo res t  f i r e  con tro l,  as w e l l  as preventive measures, with a view to ass is t ing
governments in these f i e ld s .

Work accomplished; The team o f  sjDecialists met in 1983 and drew up proposals for the 
scope and programme for a seminar on methods and equipment for the prevention o f
fo r e s t  f i r e s  to be held in Portugal in 1985 and the r o le  the team should p lay in i ts
preparation .

Work to be undertaken; A seminar on methods and equipment for the prevention o f
fo res t  f i r e s  w i l l  be held in Portugal in 1985 in co llaboration  with lUFRO. The team 
o f  sp e c ia l is ts  w i l l  be a c t iv e ly  involved in the preparation o f  the seminar. An
enquiry w i l l  be c ircu la ted  to c o l l e c t  information on the basis o f  which the team w i l l  
prepare basic psapers on the main topics o f  the seminar. For certa in  a c t i v i t i e s ,  e .g .  
fo res t  f i r e  s t a t i s t i c s ,  the team w i l l  work in co llabora tion  with the Joint FAO/ECE 
Working Party on Forest Economics and S ta t is t ic s  (p ro jec t  1 4 .5 .2 .5 . ) .

Duration; 2 years ending in 1985.

14.3.1 .1 .3 . Methods and procedures for the preparation and implementation o f  
working fo r e s t  management plans

Descr ip t io n ; The Jo in t Committee w i l l  survey p ra c t ica l  methods and procedures for 
the preparation and implementation o f  working fo r e s t  management plans, with sp>ecial 
empihasis on the determination, c o l le c t io n  and processing o f  re levan t data with a view 
to ass is t ing  fo re s t  managers in the execution o f  their tasks.

Work to be carr ied  o u t ; A seminar w i l l  be organized in 1986 in the Netherlands—/ 
on the planning and management o f  fo r e s t  operations, pxjssibly in conjunction with the 
s ixteenth session o f  the Joint Committee.

Duration; 3 years ending in 1986.

1/ Subject to confirmation.



14.3.1 .1 .4 . Development o f  methods and equipment for s i l v i c u l tu r a l  operations and 
m u lt ip le  use fo res try  under Mediterranean conditions

Descr ip t io n ; The Jo in t Committee w i l l  promote the exchange o f  information and 
further the development o f  methods and techniques app licab le  to  s i l v i c u l tu r a l  
operations and m ultip le  use fo res try  under the part icu lar conditions found in 
countries in the Mediterranean area, with a view to  a ss is t in g  the countries concerned 
in these f i e ld s .

Work accomplished; A team o f  s p e c ia l is t s  submitted a progress report on i t s  work on 
a study on methods and equipment for a f fo r e s ta t io n  operations under Mediterranean 
conditions to the s ixth  session o f  the Steering Committee in 1983.

Work to  be undertaken; (a) The team o f  s p e c ia l is t s  w i l l  submit the d ra ft  study on 
methods and equipment for a f fo res ta t ion  operations under Mediterranean conditions to 
the seminar on techniques and machines for the r e h a b i l i ta t io n  o f  low product iv ity  
fo r e s t  and the f i f te e n th  session o f  the Jo in t Committee in 1984;

(b) A seminar w i l l  be held in Turkey in 1984 on machines and 
techniques for the reh a b i l i ta t ion  o f  low p rodu ct iv ity  fo r e s t  in conjunction with the 
f i f t e e n th  session o f  the Joint Committee.

Duration; 3 years ending in 1986.

14 .3 .1 .1 .5 . Standardization a c t i v i t i e s  in the f i e l d  o f  fo r e s t r y ,  including 
standardization o f  concepts and terms used by the Jo in t Committee

Descr ip t io n ; The Jo in t Committee w i l l  keep under review standardization a c t i v i t i e s  
in the f i e l d  o f  fo r e s tr y ,  notably fo re s t  machinery with a view to ass is t ing  countries 
in the development and sa fe ty  in use o f  equipment and methods*, and w i l l  estab lish  
d e f in it io n s  o f  curren tly  used technical and economic concepts and terms, in order to  
f a c i l i t a t e  exchange o f  information during meetings and on other occasions.

Work accomplished and to  be undertaken; (a) The Joint Committee keeps close contact 
with ISO techn ica l committees re levan t to i t s  work and reviews, a t  each o f  i t s  
sessions, ISO standardization a c t i v i t i e s  carr ied  out over the past 2 years*,

(b) L is ts  o f  basic  terms and concepts, with 
d e f in i t io n s ,  are issued in the 3 working languages for seminars held under the 
auspices o f  the Jo in t Committee*,

(c) Subject to the approval by the Jo in t  
Committee a t  i t s  f i f t e e n th  session , an informal group w i l l  be established during each 
seminar to s e le c t  and define  add it iona l terms, and for a rev ised  g lossary to be 
prepared a f te r  the seminar.

Duration; Continuing.

14.3.1 .2 . Wood harvesting and transport

14 .3 .1 .2 .1 . Development and use o f  logg ing  machinery

Descr ip t io n ; The Jo in t Committee w i l l  keep under review trends and prospects in the 
development and use o f  logg ing machinery, taking in to  account s p e c i f i c  conditions and 
cost/price  re la t ionsh ips  so as to encourage ra t ion a l logg ing methods in f l a t ,  h i l l y  
and mountainous regions from the economic, ergonomic and environmental points o f  v iew .

Work accomplished; A seminar on reducing fo r e s t  biomass losses in logging operations 
was held in December 1982 in the USSR. A seminar on s i l v i c u l tu r a l ,  techno log ica l,  
economic and other problems connected with the mechanization o f  thinning operations 
was held  in September 1983 in the German Democratic Republic.



Work to  be undertaken; (a) Seminars on se lec ted  items w i l l  be held a t  in te rva ls ;  
in 1985 in the USSR, on mechanization o f  logging operations in mountainous regions;

(b) a team o f  sp e c ia l is ts  w i l l  submit a report  on the
com pa tib i l ity  o f  harvesting methods and equipment with s i l v ic u l tu r e  and the 
environment to the seminar on mechanization o f  logg ing  operations in mountainous
regions in 1985;

(c) a spec ia l discussion on the use o f  d i f f e r e n t  types o f
a i r c r a f t  in fo r e s t  operations w i l l  be held a t  the f i f t e e n th  session o f  the Joint
Committee.

Duration; (a) Continuing*, (b) 2 years ending in 1985; (c) to  be decided by the
Jo in t Committee a t  i t s  f i f t e e n th  session.

14.3.1.2.2. loca tion  and methods o f  primary roundwood conversion

Descr ip t io n ; The Jo in t Committee w i l l  study the optimum loca tion  for the primary 
conversion o f  wood raw m aterial and the extent and type o f  conversion carr ied  out 
under d i f f e r e n t  conditions, with a view to reducing the costs o f  raw material to the 
user, optim izing the q u a l i t y  assortments, reducing harvesting losses and minimizing 
damage to the environment.

Work accomplished; A proposal for the work on the p ro jec t  was submitted to the sixth 
session o f  the Steering Committee.

Work to be undertaken; Reports on recent trends and developnents in the loca tion  and
methods o f  primary roundwood conversion w i l l  be submitted to the f i f t e e n th  session o f
the Jo in t  Committee in 1984 , which w i l l  decide on appropriate further action .

Duration ; To be decided by the Jo in t Committee a t  i t s  f i f t e e n th  session.

14.3 .1 .2 .3 . Forest roads and transport o f  wood raw material

Descr ip t io n ; The Jo in t Committee w i l l  promote the exchange o f  information on methods 
o f  construction o f  fo r e s t  roads and on the transport by road or other means o f  wood 
raw m ateria l, with a view to ass is t ing  countries to ra t io n a l i z e  the ir transport
systems and reduce costs .

Work to be undertaken; A seminar on methods and techniques o f  f o r e s t  road
construction w i l l  be held  in 1984 (or 1985) in (country to  be decided) .

Duration; 2 years ending in 1985.

14.3 .1 .2 .4 . Terrain c la s s i f i c a t io n  from the wood harvesting poin t o f  view

Descr ip t io n ; The Jo in t Committee w i l l  review studies on terra in  c la s s i f ic a t io n  and 
fo r e s t  a c c e s s ib i l i t y ,  with a view to f a c i l i t a t in g  in ternationa l comparisons on 
a c c e s s ib i l i t y  o f  fo r e s t  resources.

Work accomplished; A team o f  s p e c ia l is t s  continued i t s  work on a d esc r ip t iv e  terra in  
c la s s i f ic a t io n  for fo r e s try .

Work to be undertaken; The team o f  s p e c ia l is t s  w i l l  complete i t s  proposals on a 
d escr ip t ive  terra in  c la s s i f i c a t io n  and submit them to the f i f t e e n th  session o f  the 
Jo in t Committee which w i l l  decide whether and what further work should be undertaken 
in this f i e l d .



14.3.1 .2 .5 . Com patib ility  o f  harvesting methods and equipment with s i lv ic u l tu r e  
and the environment

Descr ip t io n ; The Jo in t Committee w i l l  review harvesting methods and equipment and
compare these with the methods app lied  in s i l v i c u l tu r e  so as to determine
com pa t ib i l it ie s  and in co m p a t ib i l i t ie s ,  taking in to  account environmental aspects.

Work accomplished; A team o f  s p e c ia l is ts  submitted a progress report on i t s  work on 
the p ro jec t  to  the s ixth  session o f  the Steering Committee in 1983.

Work to  be undertaken; The team o f  s p e c ia l is ts  w i l l  submit a progress report on the
s ta te  o f  the p ro jec t  to  the f i f t e en th  session o f  the Jo in t Committee, and a f in a l  
report  to the seminar on mechanization o f  logg ing  operations in mountainous regions 
in 1985.

Duration; 2 years ending in 1985.

14.3.1.2.6. Harvesting o f  wood for energy purposes

Descr ip t io n ; The Jo in t Committee w i l l  review methods and equipment su itab le  for the 
production and harvesting o f  wood s p e c i f i c a l l y  destined for energy production, so as 
to  determine the po ten t ia l  o f  the fo r e s t  or spec ia l p lantations to contribute 
economically to t o ta l  energy supply.

work accomplished and to be undertaken; A team o f  s p e c ia l is t s  presents a report on 
a c t i v i t i e s  in the f i e l d  o f  wood harvesting for energy purposes to the b ienn ia l 
sessions o f  the Jo in t  Committee, including a c t i v i t i e s  o f  other in ternationa l 
organizat ions , notably the In ternationa l Energy Agency. The Jo in t Committee w i l l  
decide what action should be taken in response to the USSR proposals in TIM/R.92, 
Annex I .

Duration; Continuing.

14.3.1.3. Human aspects o f  fo r e s t  operations

14.3 .1 .3 .1 . General questions o f  vocationa l tra in ing in fo res try

Descr ip t io n ; By keeping under review developments and trends in vocationa l tra in ing
in fo r e s t r y ,  the Joint Committee w i l l  ass is t  governments in planning their national
vocat iona l tra in ing  p o l ic ie s  and ra is in g  the e f f i c i e n c y  o f  fo r e s t  operations and 
improve working practices with regard to  s a fe ty  and hea lth .

Work accomplished; A meeting to  prepare for the seminar on extension education and 
techn ica l serv ices  to priva te  fo r e s t  landowners was held in March 1983.

Work to be undertaken; (a) A seminar on extension education and technical serv ices  
to p r iva te  fo r e s t  landowners w i l l  be organized by the Government o f  the m ited  States 
in October 1984 in co llabora tion  with the Jo in t Committee*,

(b) A team o f  s p e c ia l is t s  on vocat iona l tra in ing and 
extension serv ices  for sm all-sca le  fo re s t  owners w i l l  co l labora te  on the preparation 
o f  the US seminar mentioned above.



14.3.1.3.2. S pec if ic  problems o f  vocat iona l tra in ing in fo res try

Descr ip t io n ; The Jo in t Committee w i l l  provide governments with guidance in connexion 
with their serv ices  dealing with s p e c i f ic  problems o f  vocat iona l tra in in g .

Vtork to be undertaken; A team o f  sp e c ia l is ts  on problems o f  vocat iona l tra in ing o f  
fo r e s t  workers w i l l  s ta r t  work a f te r  the f i f t e e n th  session o f  the Joint Committee and 
submit a report to the sixteenth session o f  the Jo in t Committee in 1986.

Duration; 2 years beginning in 1984.

14.3.1 .3 .3 . General questions o f  applied  ergonomics, s a fe ty  and health in fo res t  
operations

Descr ip t io n ; The Jo in t Committee w i l l  help governments in their national health and 
employment planning by keeping under review developments and trends in ergonomics 
applied  to fo r e s try ,  occupational sa fe ty  and health , with a view to promoting safer 
working hab its , preventing occupational in ju r ies  and diseases, increasing work 
performance and fo r e s t  workers' s a t is fa c t io n  with their job.

Work to be undertaken; Seminars w i l l  be organized a t  in terva ls  on se lec ted  problems;

(a) A seminar on ergonomics applied to fo res try  was organized by the 
Government o f  Austria in October 1983 in co llaboration  with the Joint Committee and 
IUERO-,

(b) A seminar on vocationa l r eh ab i l i ta t ion  and occupational health 
serv ices  for fo r e s t  workers w i l l  be held in Finland in 1985 in co llabora tion  with 
Sweden.

Duration; (a) Continuing*,

(b) 2 years ending in 1985.

14.3.1 .3 .4 . S p ec i f ic  problems o f  app lied  ergonomics, s a fe ty  and health in fo res t  
operations

Descr ip t io n ; The Jo in t Committee w i l l  study s p e c i f i c  problems re la ted  to ergonomics, 
s a fe ty  and health in fo r e s t  operations with a view to improving working methods and 
recommending sa fe ty  standards in various operations.

Worк a'ccomp iished ; A team o f  s p e c ia l is t s  on chemicals in fo r e s try  was s e t  up.

Work to be undertaken; A proposal for the team's terms o f  re ference and programme o f  
work w i l l  be submitted to the f i f t e e n th  session o f  the Joint Committee in 1984. A 
report on the use o f  chemicals in fo r e s try ,  with recommendations, w i l l  be submitted 
to the s ixteenth session o f  the Joint Committee in 1986.

Duration; 3 years ending in 1986.

14.3.2. U t i l i z a t io n  o f  t r o p ic a l  hardwoods

Descr ip t io n ; The Committee w i l l  review the u t i l i z a t io n  o f  t r o p ic a l  hardwoods with a 
view to analysing patterns and trends in the demand for these products and to 
id en t i fy in g  opportunities for expanding trade with developing countries.

Work accomplished and to  be undertaken; Co-operation is  maintained with UNCTAD and 
FAO in their a c t i v i t i e s  r e la t in g  to markets for trop ica l  timber.



14.3.3. Economic and technical developments in the furn iture  industry

D escrip tion ; The Committee w i l l  further the exchange o f  information on economic and 
technical developments in the furn iture industry, with a view to assessing in 
qu an tita t ive  and q u a l i t a t iv e  terms the use o f  fo r e s t  products in that industry and 
the trends and prospects in the demand for fo re s t  products for that s ec to r .

Work accomplished; Governments were in v ited  to nominate experts to serve on a team 
o f  s p e c ia l is t s ,  which should prepare a d ra ft  programme o f  a c t i v i t i e s  in th is  f i e l d  
for consideration by the Timber Committee.

Work to be undertaken; Based on information which countries w i l l  be in v ited  to 
provide, a report  w i l l  be undertaken by a team o f  s p e c ia l is t s  under the leadership o f  
Romania on economic and technical developments in the furn iture  industry and 
submitted to the Committee's forty-second session , which w i l l  then decide on further 
action .

Duration; 2 years ending in 1985.

14.3.4. Review o f  progress made in the chemical processing o f  wood (other than 
fo r  pulp and paper) and the po ten t ia l  o f  the use o f  wood for chemical 
products

Descr ip t io n ; In conjunction with the Chemical Industry Committee, the Committee w i l l  
keep under rev iew , from the technical and economic point o f  v iew , progress made in 
the chemical processing o f  wood (other than for pulp and paper) with a view to 
improving the u t i l i z a t io n  o f  by-products o f  the wood processing industr ies , and to 
assessing p o ten t ia l demand from the chemical industry for wood raw m ateria l,  as w e ll 
as the e f f e c t  any increase would have on the supply/demand balance o f  fo res t  products 
in the ECE region and the a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  raw material for t ra d it io n a l  wood-using 
industr ies .

Vfork to be undertaken; On the basis o f  information provided by governments, the use 
o f  wood for chemical products w i l l  be taken account o f  in the new long-term study 
(p ro jec t  1 4 .1 .1 . ) .  The Committee w i l l  a lso  keep under review developments in the 

s ec to r ,  undertaking p er iod ic  surveys as and when necessary.

Duration; Continuing.

WORK AREA 14.4; ENVIROmENTAL AND RESOURCE CONSERVATION PROBLEMS

(A l l  the Committee's a c t i v i t i e s  in th is  work area w i l l  be carr ied  out in 
co-operation with the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems).

14.4.1. Quantification  and evaluation o f  the environmental b en e fits  o f  fo res ts

Descrip tion ; The Jo in t ЕЮ/ЕСЕ Working Party on fo r e s t  Economics and S ta t is t ic s  w i l l  
examine methods o f  quantify ing and evaluating the environmental b en e fits  o f  fo res ts  
with a view to assessing fo r e s ts '  contribution  to s o c ie ty ,  to  ca lcu la t ing  
compensation for the environmental serv ices  o f  fo res ts  and to f a c i l i t a t in g  
comparisons between countries.

Work accomplished; The prelim inary resu lts  o f  the enquiry on the r o le  o f  the fo re s t  
in supplying environmental and other non-wood goods and serv ices  were considered by 
the Working Party 's  fourteenth session.



Work to  be undertaken; The prelim inary resu lts  w i l l  be c ircu la ted  to country 
correspondents for further comment and add it iona l information*, a f te r  rev is ion  by the 
s e c re ta r ia t  with the assistance o f  a consultant, they w i l l  be f in a l iz e d  for inclusion 
in the supplement o f  the Timber Bu lle t in  for Europe containing the resu lts  o f  the 
fo r e s t  resource assessment (see a lso p ro jec t  1 4 .5 .2 .3 . ) .  The Working Party w i l l  
review the resu lts  o f  th is  p ro jec t  a t  i t s  f i f t e e n th  session, which w i l l  a lso  be used 
in the study o f  long-term timber trends and prospects (Timber Committee p ro jec t
1 4 .1 .1 . ) .

Duration*. 2 years ending in 1985.

14.4.2. Energy conservation and s e l f - s u f f i c ie n c y  in the mechanical 
wood-processing industries

Descr ip t io n ; The Committee w i l l  encourage the exchange o f  information in th is  f i e l d ,  
with a view to furthering the conservation o f  energy and, where appropriate, the 
increase o f  s e l f - s u f f i c ie n c y  in the mechanical wood-processing industr ies .

Work accomplished; A team o f  s p e c ia l is t s  was estab lished, with the assistance o f  the 
USSR, to  carry out a study on the technical aspects o f  the generation o f  energy from 
wood.

Work to be undertaken; The study w i l l  be submitted to the Committee's forty-second 
session , which w i l l  decide on further a c t i v i t i e s  to  be undertaken in the f i e l d  o f  
wood and energy.

Duration; 2 years ending in 1985.

14.4.3. Implications o f  a ir  po llu tion  damage to fores ts  for the fo r e s try  
and fo r e s t  products sector

Descr ip t ion ;  The Committee w i l l  examine the implications o f  a ir  polution damage to 
fores ts  for the fo r e s try  and fo re s t  products sec to r ,  taking in to  account the work 
being carr ied  out by other competent bodies, notably the Executive Body for the 
Convention on Long Range Transboundary Air P o l lu t ion ,  the FAO European Forestry 
Commission, the European Economic Community and lUERO.

Wor к a ccom pi i  shed ; None (new p ro jec t )

Work to be undertaken; A consultant, or seconded national expert, w i l l  prepare a
report  on the impact o f  a ir  po llu t ion  damage to fores ts  on wood supply and fo res t
products markets, using m ateria l supplied by the above-^nentioned bodies and the 
resu lts  o f  an enquiry to  be c ircu la ted  to correspondents fo r  Part I I I  o f  the Forest 
Resource Enquiry -  The r o le  o f  fo res ts  in supplying environmental and other non-wood 
goods and serv ices  (p ro jec t  14 .4 .1 ). The report w i l l  include d ra ft  conclusions and 
recommendations for action in the fo res try  and fo r e s t  products sector which, before  
being submitted to the Committee, might be discussed by an in form ally  convened group 
o f  s p e c ia l is t s  including, among o thers , representatives  o f  the bodies mentioned 
above. Further action  w i l l  be decided upon by the forty-second session o f  the 
Committee in the l i g h t  o f  the rep o r t .



14.4.4. Measures to be taken in the event o f  sudden and severe damage to
for es ts

Descr ip t io n ;  The Committee w i l l  a s s is t  ECE countries faced by sudden and severe 
damage to their fo r e s ts ,  notably caused by f i r e ,  windblow, snow, and insect 
in fe s ta t io n ,  by bringing together accounts o f  re levan t experience in other countries 
and a l i s t  o f  in s t itu t ion s  which might be able to p o v id e  he lp  and advice. In 
addition i t  w i l l  promote the rapid in ternat iona l dissemination o f  r e l ia b le  
information on these events, in order to  reduce d isruption o f  roundwood markets.

Work accomplished; None (new p ro jec t )

Work to be undertaken; Countries w i l l  be requested to provide re levan t publications 
and a l i s t  o f  in s t itu t ion s  that might be able to o f f e r  help  or advice in the case o f  
sudden and severe damage to fo res ts .  The s e c re ta r ia t  w i l l  prepare a d ra ft  
compilation o f  th is  information and submit i t  to the Committee, i f  possib le  a t  i t s  
forty-second session. In the event o f  sudden and severe damage to fo res ts ,  the 
countries concerned should send a r e l ia b le  assessment o f  the damage as soon as 
poss ib le  to the s e c re ta r ia t ,  which w i l l  c ircu la te  i t  ra p id ly .  Countries w i l l  a lso  be 
requested to supply the s e c r e ta r ia t  with the adresses to  which the information should 
be sent.

Duration; Continuing

WORK AREA 14.5; COLLECTION, EXCHANGE AND DISSmiNATION OF INTORMATION, INCLUDING 
IMPROVEMENT AND HARMONIZATION OF STATISTICS (IN CO-OPERATION WITH 
FAO)

14.5.1. Timber Bu llet in  fo r  Europe

Descr ip t io n ; The Committee w i l l  c o l l e c t  s t a t i s t i c s  on production, trade and prices 
o f  fo res t  products, with a view to providing governments and the fo res t  products 
sector with data on the basis o f  which to formulate p o l ic ie s  and make dec isions.

Work accomplished and to  be undertaken; The s ec re ta r ia t  publishes two issues a year 
o f  the Timber B u llet in  for Europe, containing annual and qu arter ly  s t a t i s t i c s  on 
production, trade and prices o f  fo res t  products, c o l le c ted  from governments by means 
o f  qu arter ly  questionnaires, and a supplement, four times a year, o f  monthly prices 
o f  fo re s t  products and re la ted  data. Country fo r e s t  and fo re s t  products p ro f i le s  are 
prepared by the s e c re ta r ia t  in co llabora tion  with the governments o f  the countries 
concerned, and published.

Duration; Continuing.

14.5.2. Selected problems o f  economics and s t a t i s t i c s  o f  fo r e s try  and fo r e s t  
products

This p ro jec t ,  together with pro jects  14.5.3. and 14.5.4. i s  carr ied  out by the 
Joint FAD/ECE Working Party on Forest Economics and S ta t is t ic s  which normally meets 
b ien n ia l ly  (1985, 1987, e t c . ) .  I t  co-operates with the Conference o f  European
S ta t is t ic ia n s .



14.5.2.1. Organization and p e r io d ic i t y  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  data c o l le c t io n  and
dissemination

Descr ip t io n ; The Working Party w i l l  review p e r io d ic a l ly  the Committee's programme 
for the c o l le c t io n  and dissemination o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  data, to ensure that i t  
corresponds with the needs o f  governments.

Work accomplished; The Working Party reviewed the resu lts  o f  the enquiry on the 
a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  information on stocks o f  fo re s t  products.

Work to be undertaken; The Working Party w i l l  formulate proposals for improving the 
Committee's programme o f  c o l le c t io n  and dissemination o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  data, with 
regard to i t s  organization , method o f  c o l l e c t io n ,  p e r io d ic i t y ,  and the improvement o f  
the accuracy and com parability  o f  data obtained from and used by governments. 
Countries w i l l  review the procedures for f i l l i n g  in and returning the FAD/ECE Forest 
Products Questionnaires with a view to improving, where necessary, the punctuality 
and completeness o f  the ir  r e p l ie s .

Duration; Continuing.

14.5.2.2. Conversion fac tors

Descr ip t io n ; The Working Party w i l l  review the conversion fac to rs  (raw material 
input/product output) for fo res t  products app licab le  to ind iv idual countries, in 
order to f a c i l i t a t e  in ternationa l comparison o f  y ie ld s  and to ensure that the 
conversion factors  used by the s e c re ta r ia t  in i t s  analyses r e f l e c t  current technology.

Work to be undertaken; The Working Party w i l l  continue to review at fou r-year ly  
in terva ls  (the next in 1985) conversion factors  communicated by governments in rep ly  
to a questionnaire.

Duration; Continuing.

14.5.2.3 Forest resource analysis

Descr ip t io n ; The Working Party w i l l  review methods o f  fo r e s t  inventory used by 
governments and by the s e c re ta r ia t  to ensure that a l l  parameters re levan t to 
measuring actual productive p o ten t ia l  o f  the fo r e s t ,  as w e ll as parameters measuring 
change, both for wood and non-wood b en e f i t s ,  are taken in to  account and that the 
methods adopted correspond as c lo s e ly  as poss ib le  to the needs o f  a l l  users.

Work accomplished; Prelim inary resu lts  o f  an enquiry on data r e la t in g  to the general 
f o r e s t  inventory and to fo r e s t  biomass were considered by the fourteenth session o f  
the Working Party, in conjunction with p ro jec t  14.4.1.

Work to be undertaken; The prelim inary resu lts  o f  Part I  (genera l inventory data) 
and Part I I  ( fo r e s t  biomass) w i l l  be c ircu la ted  to country correspondents for 
checking, rev is in g  and completing. The s e c re ta r ia t  w i l l  prepare a f in a l  vers ion  for 
publication in a supplement to the Timber Bu lletin  fo r  Europe. The Working Party 
w i l l  review the resu lts  o f  th is  p ro jec t  a t  i t s  f i f t e e n th  session.



14.5.2.4. Labour s t a t i s t i c s

Descr ip t io n ; The Working Party, in co-operation with the Jo in t  FAO/ECE/ILO Committee 
on Forest Working Techniques and Training o f  Forest Workers, w i l l  study labour input, 
average wage rates and earnings in fo r e s try ,  with a view to provid ing more data on 
cost trends and a basis for comparison o f  employment and earnings.

Work accomplished; A p i l o t  study on labour p rodu ct iv ity  in fo r e s try  in se lected  
countries was prepared by the Finnish Forest Research In s t i tu te  and presented to the 
fourteenth session o f  the Working Party.

Work to be undertaken; Countries w i l l  be in v ited  to provide data on labour
p rodu ct iv ity  to complement those contained in the p i l o t  study. Work on completing
the study w i l l  be co-ordinated by the Finnish Forest Research In s t i tu te  and published 
as a supplement to the Timber Bu lletin  for  Europe.

Duration; 1 year ending in 1984.

14.5.2.5. Forest f i r e  s t a t i s t i c s

Descr ip t io n ; The Working Party w i l l  seek to improve the exchange o f  information on 
fo res t  f i r e s ,  their causes and methods o f  prevention and protection  and the costs 
invo lved .

Work accomplished; The b ienn ia l enquiry was c ircu la ted  and the resu lts  presented to 
the fourteenth session o f  the Working Party.

work to be undertaken; Countries w i l l  be in v ited  to check and complete the
prelim inary resu lts  o f  the enquiry. I t  w i l l  be completed and published as a 
supplement to the Timber Bu lle t in  for Europe. A team o f  s p e c ia l is t s  w i l l  formulate
gu ide lines for the estimation o f  losses from fo res t  f i r e s .  Enquiries w i l l  be 
undertaken at 2-year in te rva ls ,  the next in 1984. A p i l o t  study on damage to forests  
from causes in addition to fo res t  f i r e  w i l l  be prepared by Switzerland and c ircu la ted  
to  countries with an in v ita t ion  to prepare s im ilar studies. The f i f te e n th  session o f  
the Working Party w i l l  consider further a c t i v i t i e s  in the l i g h t  o f  experience gained.

Duration; Continuing.

14.5 .2 .6 . Application o f  remote sensing and other new survey technology 
fo r  fo r e s t  management and planning

Descr ip t io n ; The Working Party w i l l  review developments in remote sensing and other 
new survey technology with a view to determining the ir a p p l ic a b i l i t y  to fo r e s t  
management and planning and the p o s s ib i l i t i e s  for adapting management and planning 
methods to make the best use o f  such technologies.

Work to be undertaken; An ad hoc meeting on this top ic  w i l l  be held in 1985, 
poss ib ly  in co llabora tion  with lUFRO. Subject to confirmation , the host country w i l l  
be Sweden.



14.5.3 Studies o f  se le c ted  economic problems

14.5.3.1. Economic aspects o f  the fu l le r  use o f  f o r e s t  biomass

DescrIption ; The Working Party w i l l  study the economic aspects o f  the fu l le r  use o f  
the fo r e s t  biomass with a view to determining the p o ten t ia l for the fo r e s t  resource 
to meet the demand for raw material from the d i f f e r e n t  wood-using industries and 
consumption sectors .

Work accomplished; A revised  report was submitted by the delegation  o f  the USSR to 
the fourteenth session .

Work to be undertaken; The report  submitted to the fourteenth session w i l l  be 
rev ised  by USSR experts in the l i g h t  o f  comments submitted by countries. Countries 
w i l l  be in v ited  to provide information on the p o ten t ia l a v a i l a b i l i t y  and use o f  
fo r e s t  residues and those from the wood-working industries.

Duration; 2 years ending in 1985.

14.5.3.2. Economic aspects o f  a f fo r e s ta t io n  and re fo res ta t ion

Description ; The Working Party w i l l  study the economic aspects o f  a f fo r e s ta t io n  and 
re fo re s ta t ion  with the ob jec t  o f  comparing the e f f i c i e n c y  o f  d i f f e r e n t  methods and 
the r e la t i v e  costs and returns in d i f f e r e n t  countries under d i f f e r e n t  conditions.

Work accomplished; A report presented by the delegation o f  the U iited  Kingdom was 
considered by the Working Party 's  fourteenth session.

Work to  be undertaken; Countries w i l l  be inv ited  to provide information on the costs
o f  a f fo res ta t ion  and re fo re s ta t ion  and the return on investment. A report w i l l  be 
prepared under the leadersh ip  o f  the Uhited Kingdom for the f i f t e e n th  session .

Duration; 2 years ending in 1985.

14.5.3.3. Economic aspects o f  the introduction o f  new fo r e s t  machines and 
equipment

Descr ip t io n ; The Working Party w i l l  study the economic aspects o f  the introduction 
o f  new fo r e s t  machines and equipment with the ob jec t  o f  assessing their p roductiv ity  
and return on investment in d i f f e r e n t  countries and under d i f f e r e n t  operating
condi t i e n s .

Work to be undertaken; iJider the leadersh ip  o f  the USSR, further sources o f
information w i l l  be explored for incorporation in the rev is ion  o f  the report prepared 
for the fourteenth session, including m ateria l generated by the Jo in t FAD/ECE/ILO 
Committee on Forest Working Tfechniques and Training o f  Forest Workers.

Duration; 2 years ending in 1985.

14.5.4. Transfer o f  economic and s t a t i s t i c a l  methods and experience in the
fo r e s t  and fo r e s t  products sector

Descr ip t io n ; The Working Party w i l l  contribute to the bu ild ing up o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  
serv ices  in countries inside and outside the ECE region through the transfer o f  
know-hcw and experience in methods o f  data c o l le c t io n ,  assembling and dissemination 
in the fo r e s t  and fo res t  products s ec to r .



Work accomplished and to be undertaken*. Pa rt ic ipa t ion  o f  countries o f  other regions 
is encouraged, p a r t icu la r ly  at Working Party  meetings with subject matter re levan t to 
the ir  in te res ts .  Member countries o f  the Working Party 's  parent bodies are in v ited  
to  support such part ic ipa t ion  through provision o f  fe l low sh ips ,  where fe a s ib le .  
Pub lica tion  o f  resu lts  o f  the re levan t parts o f  the Working Party 's  output is  
promoted to make them re a d i ly  ava ilab le  to countries o f  other reg ions. Under the 
leadersh ip  o f  Norway, a description  o f  standard practices  in fo r e s t  s t a t i s t i c s  
production in the Nordic countries is to be completed, taking account o f  suggestions 
made by the Working Party, and published be fo re  the f i f t e e n th  session so as to be 
ava ilab le  to member countries and developing countries. An informal l i s t  o f  country 
correspondents from other regions w i l l  be maintained to provide contact with the РЮ 
Forestry Department (Analysis and Trade Group) on fo r e s tr y  economics and s t a t i s t i c a l  
questions.

Duration; Continuing.

14.5.5 . Dissemination and exchange o f  general information and experience

Descr ip t io n ; The Committee w i l l  further the dissemination and exchange o f  
information and experience on se lec ted  themes within i t s  area o f  competence and by 
organiz ing annual study tours at the in v ita t ion  o f  the countries concerned with a 
view to making ava ilab le  to governments and the fo res t  products sector experience 
gained in indiv idual countries.

Work accomplished; A study tour was held in the m it e d  Kingdom in 1983. The Timber
Committee Yearbook 1982 was issued.

Work to  be undertaken; A study tour w i l l  be held in Switzerland in 1984Í./. A
Yearbook describing b r i e f l y  the Committee's a c t i v i t i e s  over the past year w i l l  be
issued annually.

Duration; Continuing.



Tabular presentation of Timber Coimnittee programme of work for 1984-1988
ECE/TIM/25
Armez III 

1
Project
тлпЪег Project 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988

14.1.1.

14.1.2.

14.1.3.

14.1.4.

14.2.1.

14.2.2.

14.2.3.

14.2.4.

14.2.5.

WOHK ABEA 14.1 : МЕРИМ-АШ) LOHG-TERM TREHDS AND PROSPECTS

Review of projections made in 
study "European Timber Trends 
and Prospects. 1950-2000"in 
relation to actual develop
ments

Medi-um-term trends in the 
structure and capacity of 
wood-processing industries

Medium-term trends in the 
markets for specific forest 
products

Trends, prospects and policies 
in southern Europe

Preparation of draft study, review by ̂  hoc meeting (1985), revision 
and publication (l986)

Survey of savnnilling industry 
Seminar in Finland on methodo
logy of data collection on the 
sawmilling industry

Medium-term studies held in abeyance during preparations 
of long-term study (project 14.1.1.)

Further activities as deci
ded by Committee

Survey of wood-based 
panels industries

Wood-based panels Sawnwood and savrlogs Pulpwood, wood fsr energy and 
miscellaneous roundwood

Ad hoc meeting on the production and marketing of products of specific interest to 
Mediterranean forestry (year and host country to be decided)

WORK AREA 14.2 : CTDRREMT MARKET PEVELOPMEHTS AND SHORT-TERM PROSPECTS, IRCLÜDIRG PROBLEMS RELATING TO IRTERRATIONAL TRADE

ContinuingReview of production, trade, 
consumption and prices of 
forest products

Rationalization of the flow of 
forest products from the 
forest to the consumer, inclu
ding transport auid handling 
problems

Review of standardization 
activities

Standardization of stress 
grading and finger-jointing 
of coniferous sawn timber
Problems of classification

Committee to keep under review

Continuing, co-operation maintained with ISO and its appropriate Technical Committees

Implementation of follow-up 
recommendations

Submission of proposed revi
sion of parts of ISIC relating 
to forestry and forest indus
tries to Conference of European 
Statisticians and other 
appropriate bodies

Study by team of specialists of 
implementation of standards

Submission of proposals on re
levant parts of ILO ISCO to 
fifteenth session of Joint FAO/ 
ECE Working Party on Forest 
Economics and Statistics



Project
number

14.3.1.

14.3.1.1.

14.3.1.1.1.

14.3.1 .1 .2.

14.3.1.1.3.

14.3.1.1.4

14.3.1.1.5.

14.3.1.2.

14.3.1.2.1.

14.3.1 .2.2.

Project 1984 1985

WOBK AREA 14.3 ! SELECTED ECONOMIC. ТЕСШОЬОСТСАЬ АИР MAHAGERIAL PROBLEMS

Forest working techniques and 
training of forest workers

Silvicultural operations and 
general management aspects

Development and use of 
machinery and methods for 
stand establishment, inclu
ding planting stock and 
equipment

Forest fire prevention 
and control

Methods and procedures for 
the preparation and 
implementation of working 
forest management plans

Development of methods and 
equipment for silvicultural 
operations and multiple use 
forestry under Mediterranean 
conditions

Standardization activities in 
the field of forestry, including 
standardization of concepts and 
terms used by the Joint Committee

Wood harvesting and transport

Development and use of logging 
machinery

Location and methods of primary 
roundwood conversion

1986 1987

Activities of the Joint FAO/ECE/ILO Committee on Forest Working Techniques and Training of Forest Workers

Fifteenth session 
in Turkey

Progress Report to fifteenth 
session by team of specialists

Seminar in Turkey on 
techniques and machines 
for the rehabilitation of ' 
low-productivity forest
Submission by team of specialists 
of draft of final study on affor
estation methods and equipment 
under Mediterranean conditions 
to fifteenth session

Review by Joint Committee on 
basis of report from ISO

Seventh session of 
Steering Committee

Seminar in Portugal

Sixteenth session -̂j 
in the Netherlands-

Seminar in the Nether
lands on the planning 
and management of, / 
forest operations-'

Review by Joint 
Committee on basis of 
report from ISO

Terms and definitions to be prepared in connexion with each seminar

Special discussion on the use 
of different types of aircraft 
in forest operations at fif
teenth session

Submission of reports on recent 
trends and developments to fif
teenth session

Seminar in USSR on mechani- 
tion of logging operations 
in mountainous regions

Seminar in 
on ......

2/

Eighth session of 
Steering Committee

Seminar in 
on ......

2/

1988

Seventeenth session 
in ................ —2/

Seminar in 
o n ......

2/

Seminar in 
o n ......

2/ Seminar in 
o n ......

2/

1/ Subject to confirmation 
2/ Host country to be decided



Project
number

14.3.1.2.3.

14.3.1.2.4.

14.3.1.2.5.

1 4.3 .1 .2.6. 

14.3.1.3.

14.3.1.3.1.

14.3.1.3.2.

14.3.1.3.3.

14.3.1.3.4.

14.3.2.

14.3.3.

14.3.4.

Project

Forest roads and transport 
of wood raw material

Terrain classification from 
the wood harvesting point 
of view

Compatibility of harvesting 
methods and equipment with 
silvicvilture and the 
environment

Harvesting of wood for energy 
purposes

Human aspects of forest 
operations

General questions of 
vocational training in

Specific problems of 
vocational training in 
forestry

General questions of applied 
ergonomics, safety and 
health in forest operations

Specific problems of 
applied ergonomics, 
safety and health in 
forest operations

Utilisation of tropical 
hardwoods

Economic and technical 
development in the furniture 
Industry

Review of progress made in the 
chemioal processingof wood (othei 
than for pulp and paper) and the 
potential of the use of wood for 
chemical products

1964 1985

Seminar in late 1984 i n ........i^on methods and
techniques of forest road construction

Submission by team of specia
lists of final report to fif
teenth session

Submission by team of specialists of progress report to fifteenth 
session and of the final report to seminar on mechanisation of 
logging operations in mountainous regions

Report by team of specialists on new developments to each session of the Joint Committee

1986 1987 1988

Seminar in USA on extension 
services

Seminar in 
on ......

1/

Report to sixteenth session by team of specialists 
on vocational training of forest workers

Seminar in Finland on 
vocational rehabili
tation and occupational 
health services for fo
rest workers

Submission by team of specialists on chemicals in forestry 
its terms of references and programme of work to fifteenth 
session

Review in co-operation with UNCTAD and FAO

Report by team of specialists on 
economic and technical develop
ments in the furniture industry 
(tobe submitted to Committee's 
forty-second session)

Timber Committee to keep developments in the sector under review and undertake periodic surveys

Submission by team of specia
lists of report on the use of 
chemicals in forestry to six
teenth session

Seminar in 
o n ......

1/ Seminar in 
on  .... .

1/

1/ Host country to be decided
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Tabular presentation of Timber Committee programme of work for 19B4-1988 (cont.)

Project
number

14.4.1.

14.4.2.

14.4.3.

14.4.4.

14.5.1.

14.5.2.

14.5.2.1.

14.5.2.2.

14.5.2.3.

14.5.2.4.

14.5.2.5.

14.5.2.6.

14.5.3.

14.5.3.1.

WORK AREA 14.4 : ЕИ?1Н0ШЕНТА1 AM) RESOPRCE COKSERVATIOM PROBLEMS

Quantification and evaluation 
of the environmental benefits 
of forests

Energy conservation and self- 
sufficiency in the mechanical 
wood processing industries

Implications of air pollution 
damage to forests for the fores
try and forest products sector

Measures to be taken in case of 
sudden and severe damage to 
forests

Review of final results 
of enquiry by Working Party

Further work as decided 
by Committee

Revision and publication 
of results of enquiry (lin
ked with project 14.5.2.3.)

Study by team of specialists 
on the technical Aspects of 
generation of energy from 
wood to be submitted to Com
mittee's forty-second session

Report to be submitted to the 
forty-second session of the 
Committee. Further activi
ties as decided by Committee

Draft document compiled from 
information provided by 
countries to be submitted to 
the forty-second session of 
the Committee

Countries where sudden aind severe damage to forest occur, should send an assessment of such damage to the secretariat for rapid circulation
I IWORK AREA 14.5 : COLLECTIOR. EXCHANGE AMD DISSEMIHATIOR OF INFORMATION, IKCLÜDIRG IMPROVEMEMT AMD EARMOHIZATIOR OF STATISTICS

Timber Bulletin for Europe

Selected problems of economics 
and statistics of forestry and 
forest products

Organization and periodicity 
of statistical data collection 
and dissemination

Conversion factors

Forest resource analysis

Labour statistics

Forest fire statistics

Application of remote sensing 
and other new survey technology 
for forest management and plan
ning

Studies of selected economic 
problems

Economic aspects of the ftiller 
use of the forest biomass

Continuing (publication twice yearly of Bulletin and four times yearly of price supplement, preparation of country 
forest and forest products profiles)

Together with projects 14.5.3. and 14.5.4., activities of the Joint FAO/ECE Working Party on Forest Economics 
and Statistics

Fifteenth session of 
Working Party

Continuing review at each session of Working Party;

Fo\ir-yearly survey at fifteenth session and publication

Sixteenth session 
of Working Party

Revision and publication of 
results of enquiry

Revision and publication of study on labour producti
vity in forestry

Biennial survey for review , 
fifteenth session and publi
cation

Review of final results 
of enquiry by Working 
Party

Ad hoc Meeting in Sweden (subject
to confirmation) possibly in 
collaboration with IDFRO

Revised report to be 
submitted to fif
teenth session

Biennial survey for review at sixteenth session 
and publication



Project
number Project 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988

14.5.3.2.

14.5.3.3.

14.5.4.

14.5.5.

Economic aspects of afforest
ation and reforestation

Economic aspects of the intro
duction of new forest machines 
and equipment

Transfer of economic and 
statistical methods and exper
ience in the forest and forest 
products sector

Dissemination and exchange of 
general information auid 
experience

Report on methods of forest 
statistics production in 
Nordic countries to be com
pleted and published

Study tour in Switzerland

Revised report to be sub
mitted to fifteenth session

Pixrther action to be deci
ded by fifteenth session 
in light of additional in
formation received

Working Party will keep under review possibilities for the transfer of economic and statistical methods in the forest 
and forest products sector

Study tour in
1/

Publication of Timber Committee Yearbook (annual)

Study tour in 1/ Study tour in 1/ Study tour in 1/

1/ Host country to be decided


