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In trodu ction

! . .  The Timber Committee held  i t s  th irty -seven th  session  at Geneva from 15 to 
19 October 1979* The session  vas attended by representatives from the fo llow in g  
ECE .cou n tries ; A ustria ; Belgium; Bulgaria; Byelorussian S oviet S o c ia l is t  Republic; 
Canada; CT!nschrrslr)vak±a; Finland; France; Germar Democratic Republic; Germany,
Federal Republic o f ;  Hungary; Ire lan d ; I ta ly ; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; Portugal; 
Romania; Spain; Sweden; Sxiitzerland; Turkey; Шегап1а,п S oviet S o c ia l is t  Republic; 
Union o f  Soviet S o c ia l is t  R epublics; United Kingdom o f  Great B rita in  and Northern 
Irelan d ; United Sta,tes o f  America; Yugoslavia, 'ij

2. The fo llo w in g  country p a rtic ip a ted  under a r t ic le  XI o f  the Commission's terms 
o f  re feren ce ; Japan.

3. The fo llow in g  United Nations and sp e c ia liz e d  agencies were represented;
.United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD); In tern ation a l Labour 
O rganization (iLO ); Pood and A gricu ltu re  Organization o f  the United Nations (FAO).

4 . The fo llow in g  intergovernm ental organ ization  p a rtic ip a ted ; the European 
Economic Community (EEC).

5 . The fo llow in g  non-governmental organ izations were represented; European 
Confederation o f  A gricu ltu re  (CEA); In tern ation a l Organization f o r  Standardization 
(iS O ); Organization o f  European Sawmilling In du stries  (OES); T rop ica l Timber 
Traders' Union o f  the European Economic Community (UCBT).

6. The Committee paid homage to the memory o f  Mr. E. G lesinger, one o f  the 
founders o f  the Committee and long-tim e D irector  o f  the ECE/FAO Timber D iv is ion , 
la te r  D irector  o f  the FAO Forest and Forest In du stries  D iv is ion  and A ssistant 
D irector-G eneral o f  РАО, and to  the memory o f  Mr. J. Bakker, form er Vice-Chairman 
o f  the Committee and f o r  many years a delegate o f  the Netherlands to the Committee.

Adoption o f  the agenda (item  1 o f  the agenda)

7 . The p rov is ion a l agenda (ECE/TIM/IA), presented by the s e cre ta r ia t , was adopted. 

E lection  o f  o f f i c e r s  (item  2 o f  the agenda)

8. The Committee r e -e le c te d  Mr. V.,P. Nemtsov (USSR) Chairman, and Mr. A, F ro n c illo  
( I t a ly )  and Mr. D. Hair (United States o f  Am erica), Vice-Chairmen.

№ -tters a r is in g  out o f  the th ir ty - fo u r th  session  o f  the Commission (item  3 o f  the 
agenda.)

9 . The Committee was informed o f  the Commission's d iscu ssion  o f  i t s  w o x k  and.took 
note o f  the re so lu tio n  and d ec is ion s  o f  the Commission, on the bas is  o f  TIM/R.48.
The Committee agreed to take account o f  these d iscu ss ion s , re so lu tion s  and d ecis ion s  
in  i t s  session  and n otab ly  xíhen d ecid in g  on i t s  programme o f  work.

Further inform ation about particrpationrm ay beyobtained from the s e cre ta r ia t ; 
Timber S ection , ECE/FAO A gricu ltu re  and Timber D iv is ion , P a la is  des N ations, 
CH-1211 Geneva 10.
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10. The Committee regretted  that i t  vras no longer p oss ib le  f o r  the United Nations 
to  issu e  the proceedings o f  seminars and symposia, held  -onder ECE ausp ices, although 
i t  noted that such proceedings were o fton  published by the host country o r  by a 
commercial pub lish ing  house. The Committee was a lso  informed that the Joint 
PAO/ECE/ILO Committee on Forest Working Techniques and Train ing o f  Forest V/orkers 
had been in v ite d  by the PAO European Forestry Commission to  draw- up proposals fo r  
improving the tra n s fe r  o f  the Joint Committee’ s work to  develop ing cou n tries. The 
Joint Committee’ s S teerin g  Committee, in  a prelim inary examination o f  the problem, 
had concluded that a f i r s t  step  in  tM s d ire c t io n  would be to set up a u n ifie d  
system o f  publish ing the te ch n ica l inform ation made a v a ila b le  at i t s  meetings and 
through the v/ork o f  i t s  teams o f  s p e c ia l is t s .

A c t iv it ie s  o f  other in tern a tion a l bodies relevant to the work o f  the Committee (.Item 
4 o f  the agenda)

11. The Committee was informed that the РАО European F orestry  Commission had met 
in  Rome from 24 to 28 September 19-79- Among other th ings, the Commission had 
recommended the re a c t iv a t io n  o f  "S ilva  M editerránea", a suggestion  which the 
Committee would d iscuss when review ing the re su lts  o f  the ad hoc meeting on South 
European cou n tr ies ' p rospects and p o l ic ie s  in  the fo re s tr y  and fo re s t  industry se cto r , 
to be d iscussed  under item  6(e )  o f  the agenda. The Committee was informed that the 
РАО A dvisory Committee on Wood-based Panel Products would meet in  A p ril 1980, that 
the f i f t h  session  o f  the Committee on Forestry would take place in  May 1980 and
that the Advisory Committee on Pulp a,nd Papei’ would a lso  meet in  May 1980,

12. The representative  o f  UNCTAD informed the Committee that the f i f t h  preparatory 
meeting on t r o p ic a l  tim ber, o r ig in a lly  scheduled f o r  June 1979? had been postponed 
to  22 to 26 October 1979- The' Committee noted that among the main issu es  to be 
d iscussed  at the preparatory meeting would be the need f o r  improved market in t e l ­
ligen ce  f o r  t r o p ic a l tim ber a.nd f o r  regular con su lta tion  between producing and 
consuming cou n tries . The Committee suggested that i t  could u s e fu lly  co-operate 
vxith UNCTAD and РАО in  these f i e ld s  and requested the s e cre ta r ia t  to  explore th is  
matter fu rth er vrith TJUCTAD and РАО and so transmit to the preparatory meeting
i t s  suggestion  that a jo in t  UNCTAD/Timber Committee sess ion  be organized fo r  an 
in -depth  revievr o f  the t r o p ic a l tim ber market, in  which both producers and consumers 
could p a r t ic ip a te .

1 3 . The Committee wa.s informed o f  the a c t iv i t ie s  o f  the European’ Economic Community 
(EEC) in  the f i e l d  o f  fo r e s t r y  and fo re s t  in d u str ie s , and n otab ly  o f  i t s  work on, 
some main p r in c ip le s  and o b je c t iv e s  o f  f o r e s f p o l i c y  common to  m̂ ember s ta te s , on 
the sp e c ia l problems o f  Mediterranean fo re s tr y , o f  regu la tion s being promulgated
to p ro tect  European fo r e s ts  from the r isk s  o f  in trod u ction  o f  oak vrilt disease 
v/hich was present in  several s ta tes  o f  the USA, and o f  various research  studies 
ca rried  out by the EEC. The Committee was a lso  informed that a congress was being 
organized in  I 98O under the auspices o f  EEC on the production o f  biomass fo r  
energy.

1 4 . The Committee was informed o f  the a c t iv i t ie s  in  the f i e l d  o f  fo re s tr y  o f  the 
European Confederation o f  A .griculture (CEA) vrhich represented private  fo re s t  
owners. The Committee noted thaot several o f  the CEA’ s major preoccupations, notably  
the in flu en ce  o f  taxes on fo r e s t  production , the e f f e c t  o f  r is in g  production costs  
and the n e ce ss ity  fa r  fu rth er  research , v/ere d ir e c t ly  linked  to  some o f  i t s  own 
p r o je c ts . The Committee noted ivith pleasure that i t s  ov/n work had been u se fu l to 
the CEA and hoped that there would he fu rth er co -op era tion  between the two bod ies.



Tx-/elfth session  o f  the J o in t . FAO/EGE Working Party on Forest Economics and 
S ta t is t ic s  (item  5 o f  the a^^enda)

1 5 . The Chairman o f  the Working Party, Mr. E. G licheroux (Belgium) presented the 
report o f  the tx ielfth  session  (TIM/EFC/VP.2/s) held  from 2 -6  July 1979j v/hich was 
approved by the Committee. He drew a tten tion  to  the Working P a rty 's  recommenda­
t ion s  on fo r e s t  resource- assessment, labour s t a t i s t i c s ,  taxa tion , c l8 .s s if ic a t io n  
o f  fo r e s t  products, surveys o f  industry  capacity , conversion fa c to r s  and fo re s t  
f i r e  s t a t i s t i c s .  He mentioned that in  preparing i t s  recommendation on the future 
programme, the Working Party had included a number o f  items which because o f  the 
lim ita tio n s  o f  resources may have to be postponed. The Committee agreed to 
re-examine th is  matter under item  10 o f  the agenda..

1 6 . On the s p e c i f ic  question  o f  the conversion from other measurement systems to 
the m etric system, the Cana,dian and United States delegations accepted the Working 
P a rty 's  in v ita t io n  to  advise on su itab le  fa c to rs  f o r  conversion o f  board fo o t  
measure o f  sa-vmwood to  m etric measure.

1 7 . The Committee welcomed the in trod u ction  o f  more economic studies in to  the 
Working P a rty 's  programme. The Committee stressed , however, the importance o f  
avoid in g  d u p lica tion  o f  e f f o r t  and recommended that, whenever appropriate, the - 
Working Party should a ct in  c lo se  co lla b o ra tio n  w ith the Join t FAO/ECE/ILO 
Committee on Forest Working Technigues and Training o f  Forest Workers. The 
p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  d u p lica tion  o f  e f f o r t  ex isted  p a r t icu la r ly  in  the f i e l d  o f  labour 
p ro d u ctiv ity  (p r o je c t  1 4 .5 « 2 .5 . ) ,  o f  economic assessment o f  a f fo r e s ta t io n  and 
re fo re s ta t io n  (p r o je c t  1 4 .5 * 3 -2 .)  and o f  economic aspects o f  the in trod u ction
o f  new fo r e s t  machines and equipment (p r o je c t  14.5«3*3»)*

Review o f  Timber Committee a c t iv i t i e s  between the th ir ty -s ix th  and th irty -seven th  
sessions (Item 6 o f  the agenda)

(a )  Seminar on energy aspects o f  the fo r e s t  in d u stries

18. The Committee was informed o f  the resu lts  o f  the seminar on energy aspects
o f  the fo r e s t  in d u str ie s , which had taken place in  Udine, at the in v ita t io n  o f  the 
Government o f  I ta ly , from 13 to  17 November 1978 and endorsed the sem inar's report 
(TIM/SEM.7 / 2 ) .  The seminar, under the Chairmanship o f  Mr. G. Giordano ( I t a ly ) ,  
had examined energy use by the fo r e s t  s e cto r  and the use o f  wood as a source o f  
energy,- as xiell as questions o f  research , environment and le g is la t io n .  The 
seminar -had stressed  the. sp e c ia l p o s it io n  o f  the fo r e s t  and fo r e s t  in du stries , 
sector, whose source o f  raw m aterial was a lso  a renewable source o f  energy, and 
considered that the s e c to r  would be able to adapt i t s e l f  to a s itu a tio n  marked 
by higher p r ices  f o r  energy. The seminar had a lso  drax*m a tten tion  to  the 
u n sa tis fa ctory  s itu a tio n  as regards the a v a i la b i l i t y  and q u a lity  o f  data on wood/ 
energy questions.

1 9 . The Committee drew the sem inar's recommendations, conclusions and d iscu ssion s, 
as Vieil as the relevant papers, to  the a tten tion  o f  the Economic Commission f o r  
Europe and i t s  appropriate su bsid ia ry  bod ies , n otab ly  the Senior A dvisors to
ECE Governments on Energy, who vrere to meet from 29 October to  1 November 1979»
The Committee a lso  endorsed the sem inar's recommendations that Governments "assess 
the s itu a tion  at the n ation a l le v e l  as regards energy consumption by the fo re s t  
in d u stries  and energy derived from from vrood" and "take in to  account in  th e ir  
le g is la t io n  and regu la tion s the s p e c i f i c  ch a ra c te r is t ic s  o f  the fo r e s t  in d u s tr ie s , 
n otab ly  the fa c t  that vrood, e s p e c ia lly  vrood residu es, may bo a v ia b le  source o f  
energy" ( o f .  TIM/SEM.7/2, para. 39, recommendations В(8) and ( 9 ))*



20. The Committee noted w ith pleasure that, in  accordance w ith  the sem inar's 
recommendations, the- Medium-term Survey o f  Trends f o r  Pulpwood and Other Roundwood 
had paid s p e c ia l.a t te n t io n  to  the generation o f  energy from wood (see  paras .46-49. 
helow ). The Committee a lso  noted that the Joint PAO/ECE Working Party on Forest 
Economics and S t a t is t ic s  had conducted a prelim inary examination o f  the a v a i la b i l i t y  
o f  s t a t is t i c s  on energy consumption by the fo r e s t  in d u stries  and on energy derived 
from wood.; and endorsed the Working P a rty 's  proposal " to  convene a team o f  
s p e c ia l is t s  ( t o  look  in to  these questions in  greater d e ta i l )  and make recommenda­
tion s  to  the VJorking Party at i t s  session  in  1981 f o r  the c o l le c t io n  o f  data and 
any other work i t  considered the Working Party should undertake in  the energy f ie ld "  
( c f .  TIM/EPG/WP.2/8, paras 55-57 ).

21. The Committee a lso  noted that the papers presented to the seminar were being 
published by Pergamon Press, Oxford (United Kingdom) and should be a v a ila b le  by the
end o f  .1979.

22. The Committee expressed i t s  ap p recia tion  to  the Government o f  I t a ly  fo r  
a ctin g  as host to the seminar and f o r  the generous h o s p ita lity  extended to 
p a rtic ip a n ts  during the seminar i t s e l f  and during the study v i s i t s  which had been 
arranged in  con junction  w ith i t .

(b )  Seminar on the u t i l iz a t io n  o f  t r o p ic a l hardwoods

2 3 . The Committee wa.s informed o f  the re su lts  o f  the seminar, held  in  Amsterdam 
from 15 to  18 May 1979 at the in v ita t io n  o f  the Government o f  the Netherlands, on 
the b a s is  o f  the sem inar's report ( TIM/SEM.S/2) ,  introduced by i t s  Chairman,
Mr. J.N. van de Stadt (N etherlands). The Committee expressed deep apprecia tion  
to the Government o f  the Netherlands f o r  the e x ce lle n t  organ ization  o f  the seminar, 
in c lu d in g  a one-day study v i s i t  to  timber trade and industry  en terp rises  as w ell as 
to” housing developments and other examples o f  the use o f  t r o p ic a l  wood.

2 4 . The Committee agreed that con tin u ity  o f  supply was a m atter o f  concern to 
a l l  those using  t r o p ic a l ” hardwaode.. The Gotonitibe;e-~owel.comed_ the a ct iv e  
p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  the seminar o f  represen tatives o f  producers/exporters,- im porters 
and users o f  t r o p ic a l hardwoods, as w ell as researchers.

2 5 . The Committee agreed to  continue to  a ttach  high p r io r i t y  to  questions o f  
t r o p ic a l  tim ber, and p a r t iси1з.г1у to m onitoring the changing patterns o f  markets 
and u t i l iz a t io n ,  n otab ly  by means o f  i t s  annua.1 review o f  t r o p ic a l hardwood 
markets. In' the l ig h t  o f  the re su lts  o f  the seminar, i t  considered that i t s  
suggestion in  para. 12 above regarding p o ss ib le  co lla b o ra tio n  w ith UNCTAD and FAO 
v/ould a lso  be a p r a c t ic a l means o f  provid ing a u se fu l se rv ice  to  the t r o p ic a l 
hardvrood se cto r .

( c ) Symposium on the e f fe c t s  o f  a ir-born e  p o llu t io n  on vegeta tion

26 . The Committee was informed by the Chairman, Mr. ¥. M ichaj/ow (Poland) o f  the 
re su lts  o f  the symposium on the e f fe c t s  o f  a ir -b o m e  p o llu t io n  on vegeta tion , whi.hh 
had taken place in  Warsaw, at the in v ita t io n  o f  the Government o f  Poland from 
20-24 August 1979 under the jo in t  auspices o f  the Timber Committee and the 
Committee on A g ricu ltu ra l Problems and in  co -op era tion  vn.th the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEp) and the Senior Advisers to  ECE Governments on 
E.nvironmental Problems. The symposium was preceded by a study tour from
17  to  19 August in  Pu/awy, Upper S i le s ia  and Cracow. The Committee endorsed 
the symposium's report (AGRI/SEM.8/2; Тщ/зЕМ.9/ 2 ) .



2 7 . The Committee agreed that the symposium had made a u se fu l con tribu tion  
towards ach iev ing the o b je c t iv e s  o f  improving man's understanding o f  the complex 
processes. invol\æd in  a ir  p o llu t io n  damage to  vegetation  s.nd o f  develop ing s a t is ­
fa c to ry  methods o f  economic eva luation  and e f fe c t iv e  m onitoring systems, all- o f  
which were esse n tia l f o r  the drawing up 01 le g is la t io n  and regu la tion s to reduce 
the damage.

28. The -Committee drew the symposium's conclusions and recommenda.tions to  the 
a tten tion  o f  ECE and agreed that they woiald be u se fu l f o r  the implementation o f  
the D raft Convention on Long-Range Trans-Boundary A ir  P o llu tio n  which w i l l  be 
presented f o r  form al adoyjtinn to  the H igh -level Meeting w ith in  the framework o f  
ECE on the P rotection  o f  the Environment, scheduled fo r  15 to  16 November 1979? 
e s p e c ia lly  w ith regard to  the p rov is ion s  in  the D raft Convention on resea rch .- ‘ 
and development, exchange o f  in form ation  and the m onitoring and evaluation  o f  a ir  
p o llu t io n . The Committee a lso  drew the symposium's recommendations to the a tten tion  
o f  Governments and in te re ste d  in tern a tion a l organ izations, n otab ly  UNEP, in  the 
context o f  the G lobal Environment M onitoring System (GEMS) and lUERO, e s p e c ia lly  
i t s  su b ject group S2 .O9 .

29 . The Committee expressed i t s  apprecia tion  « f  the fa c t  that- the P o lish  Government 
intended to publish  in  e a r ly  1980 the papers-presented to  the symposium.

5 0 . The Committee waimily thanked the Government of. Poland f o r  a c t in g  as host to the 
symposium and study tour, f o r  the e x ce lle n t  organ ization  and the generous h o s p ita lity  
extended to  p a rtic ip a n ts . The Committee a lso  expressed i t s  gratitude to  UNEP, which 
had promised to contribute up to  -$5 0 j 0E0 towards the costs  o f  the symposium.

(d ) Study tour in  the USSR

3 1 . The Committee was informed o f  the study tour in  the USSR which was held  from 
2 to 14 September 1979. S ixty -seven  p artic ip a n ts  from nineteen countries took part 
and v is i t e d  fo r e s t  and fo r e s t  industry  en terp rises  in  and around Moscow and ,in 
S ib er ia , w ith sp ec ia l emphasis on organ ization  o f  work at logg in g  s i t e s ,  transport 
o f  products and operations in  primary conversion cen tres. They a lso  v is it e d  the 
In tern ation a l Timber Industry Equipment E xh ib ition  (Lesdrevmash '7 9 ) and the 
Research In stitu te , f o r  S ilv ic u ltu r e  and Mechanization o f  Forest ¥ork.

5 2 . The Committee warmly thanked the Government o f  the USSR fo r  a p a r t icu la r ly  
in te re s t in g  study tou r and a lso  f o r  the generous and fr ie n d ly  h o s p ita lity  extended 
to  the p a rtic ip a n ts .

(e )  Ad hoc meeting on South European cou n tr ies ' prospects and p o l ic ie s  in  the 
fo re s tr y  and fo r e s t  industry  s e cto r

3 3 . The Committee examined the report o f  the ad hoc meeting ( TIM/EFG/AC. l / 2 ) ,  
introduced hy the secreta .riat on b eh a lf o f  the Chairman, Mr, M. F erreirinha 
(P ortu ga l). The. laeeting ЬэЛ been held  in  Lisbon (P ortu g a l), from 19 to  21 September 
1979 in  co -op era tion  w ith the FAO European F orestry  Commission, which had discussed 
the m eeting's re su lts  at i t s  n ineteenth  session  on 24-28 September 1979.



54. The Committee considered that the meeting had su cce s s fu lly  achieved i t s  
o b je c t iv e s  vxhich had been to  provide countries in  the Mediterranean region  -with 
the opportun ity to  reviex-x trends, to id e n t ify  common problem areas and to formulate 
recornmendations on appropriate courses o f  a ction  at the;, n ation a l and in tern ation a l 
le v e l .

3 5 . The Committee approved the report o f  the meeting, in c lu d in g  i t s  proposals f o r  
future a ct io n . I t  noted that the European F orestry Commission had supported the 
m eeting 's recommendation to  rea ctiv a te  the AFC/EFC/HEPC Committee on Mediterranean 
F orestry questions -  "S ilv a  Mediterránea" and had made i t s  ovm proposals to.FAO
as to the co n stitu tio n a l form in  vxhich*it should carry out i t s  a c t iv i t i e s .  The 
Committee a lso  supported the m eeting 's recommendation concerning "S ilva  
M editerránea" and agreed that i t  should seek to be c lo s e ly  associa ted  vxith the 
future a c t iv i t ie s  o f  that body- as part o f  i t s  continuing co -op era tion  vxith the 
European Forestry-Commission.

36. At the same time, the Committee noted that a number o f  the m eeting's 
recommendations f e l l  w ith in i t s  ото area o f  competence and agreed that inform al 
meetings o f  s p e c ia lis t s  should be convened p e r io d ic a lly , at vxhich s p e c i f ic  to p ics  
o f  in te r e s t  to  Mediterranean countries could be examined. The f i r s t  such meeting 
should deal vxith problems re la ted  to  tjae production and marketing o f  products o f  
s p e c i f i c  in te r e s t  to  Mediterranean fo re s tr y , in c lu d in g  cork and re s in . I t  requested 
the se cre ta r ia t  to  d iscuss the organ ization  o f  the meeting w ith p oss ib le  host 
cou n tries . I t  agreed to give fu rth er con sideration  to th is  m atter and to the
ad hoc m eeting 's other proposals at i t s  th irtjr -e igh th  sess ion  in  the lig h t  o f  
developments vxith regard to  "S ilv a  M editerránea",

37* The Committee expressed i t s  deep apprecia tion  to the Government o f  Portugal 
f o r  the e x ce lle n t  arrangements made f o r  the ad hoc meeting, in c lu d in g  the two-day 
study tou r vxhich had preceded i t .

( f )  Standardization o f  s tre ss  grading and f in g e r - jo in t in g  o f  con iferou s savm 
tim ber

38. The Committee vxas informed o f  developments as regards stress  grading and 
f in g e r - jo in t in g  o f  con iferou s  savm,timber on the bas is  o f  TIM/R.49 and on anaóral 
report by Mr. ¥.E, Tovxnsley (Canada), Chairman o f  the inform al teams.

3 9 - ' The Committee noted that the meeting o f  the inform al teams scheduled f o r  
A p r i l .1979  had had to be postponed, because o f  changes in  personnel in  the sub­
group charged vxith form ulating proposals f o r  q u a lity  con tro l programmes and 
markingasyBtoms'. The sub-group had been re -a ct iv a te d , however, under the leader­
ship o f  Mr. Б, Noren (Sweden) and the Committee agreed that the in form al teams 
should meet in  M arch/April 1980, w ith the follovxing agendas

(a ) 'Evaluation o f  progress made by co-untries in  applying the recommended 
standards on s tre ss  grading and f in g e r - jo in t in g  o f  con iferou s sax-xn 
tim ber;

(b ) Re'vievx o f  progress by the above-mentioned sub-group and proposals f o r  
fu rth er  work;

( c )  D iscussion  o f  d ra ft  o f  paper on q u a lity  marks, standardization  and harmoni­
zation  o f  f in g e r - jo in te d  timber to be presented to the seminar on the 
production , marketing and use o f  f in g e r - jo in te d  savxnxxood, Horvxay,
September 1980 (see  paras 89~90 belovx);



(d ) Review o f  the s itu a t io n  w ith regard to the p ro je c t  to  reduce the number 
o f  standard dimensions o f  saimwood en terin g  in tern a tion a l trade and 
form ulation o f  ..proposals , f o r  p oss ib le  fu rth er .a ction , .

4 0 . The Committee was inform ed that several o f  the members o f  the inform al teams,. ’ 
in c lu d in g  Mr. ¥. Tovmsley the Committee’ 3 standardization  co -c rd in a tc r , Mr, E. Palmer . 
(United Kingdom) and the secretariat*, had met the . Chairman ..and se cre ta r ia t  o f  ■
ISO TC 95 during the Committee's study tour in  the ÚSSR, The Committee repeated 
the importance i t  attached to  continuing and improving co -op eration  w ith  ISO TC 55? 
n otably  by the exchange o f  a l l  relevant documents and by p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f  each 
organ ization  in  the ..other',s m eetings, .A representative o f  ISO should be in v ite d  
to the meeting o f  the inform al teams in  1980, andMr. ¥. Toxmsley, x̂ rith the. s e cre ta r ia t , 
was requested to ensure that the Timber Committee was represented at future meetings 
o f  ISO TC 55.

4 1 . I t  was pointed out by the representative  o f  ISO that in  te ch n ica l matters ISO 
tech n ica l committees take in to  con sideration  recommendations from other organiza­
tion s  in  l ia is o n , but that decisionsÆ re made on the b asis  o f  consensus o f  a l l  
members. I t  fo llow ed  th ere fore  thad i f  UlI/ECE governments wish to  in flu en ce  
d ecis ion s  made in  ISO tech n ica l committees, i t  would be u se fu l i f  they could
make knovm th e ir  viex r̂s through th e ir  own nationa l standards in s t itu t io n s  (iSO member 
bod ies) f o r  con sideration  bjr the appropriate ISO tech n ica l committee.

4 2 . The Committee requested those coim tries  x-jhich Imd not yet done so to  report 
to the se cre ta r ia t  on progress in  in corp ora tin g  the p rov is ion s  o f  the recommended 
standards in to  th e ir  ox*m standards, on d i f f i c u l t i e s  encoxmtered and experience 
gained in  applying the standards ( c f .  ECS/TIM/13? para. 1 3 ) ,  Reports should reach 
the se cre ta r ia t  by 15 February 1980 so that they may be presented to  the meeting 
o f  the inform al teams.

43. The Committee welcomed the c lo se  co -op eration  betvraen the inform al teams and 
the organizers o f  the seminar on production , marketing and uses o f  f in g e r - jo in te d  
sax-mwood, and endorsed the suggestion  that the inform al teams should prepare a 
paper on q u a lity  marks, standardization  and harmonization f o r  presentation  at the 
seminar.

4 4 . The Committee was informed that there was at present no u n if ie d  body .o f 
opin ion  in  favour o f  drav-dng up in te rn a tio n a lly  standardized ru les  f o r  s tress  
grading o f  sm a ll-section  tim ber. In the circum stances, fu rth er  >,югк on th is  
su b ject should not be imdertaken xm til a c le a r  need f o r  i t  had been id e n t i f ie d .

45- The Committee recognized  that there were a lso  d iffe re n ce s  o f  opin ion  on the 
question o f  reducing the number o f  standard dimensions o f  sax-mx/ood en tering  
in tern a tion a l trade. I t  askèd Mr. ¥, Toxmsley to request rep resen tatives o f  
producers, traders and consumers o f  savm softxv-ood to prepare papers on the- 
economic advantages or disadvantages x/hich could a r ise  from such a reduction . I f  
any X’iork were to  be undertaken to  reduce the number o f  standard dimensions, i t  
should take in to  accoim t IS 3179 and any changes to tha.t standard which might be 
proposed in  the fra.mework o f  ISO TC 5 5 ,



Market trends and prospects (item  7 o f  the agenda)

(a ) Medium-term survey o f  trends f o r  pulpwood and other roundwood

4 6 . The Committee was presented w ith the re su lts  o f  the Medium-term Survey o f  
Trends f o r  Çulpx/ood and Other Roundwood, viiich  was being issu ed  as Supplement 9 
to  Volume XXXI o f  the Timber B u lle tin  f o r  Europe. The survey reviewed not only 
trends in  consumption, supply, trade and p r ice s  o f  pulpwood. and m iscellaneous 
roundwood but a lso  production  and supply o f  roundwood as a whole, and trends in  
the generation  o f  energy from wood. I t  a lso  compared developments up to  1977 
w ith the fo re ca s ts  o f  European Timber Trends and P rospects, 195Q to  2000 (ETTS I I I ) ,  
.Among the major conclusions o f  the survey, which revievied the period  from 1970 to 
1 9 7 7 , were the fo llo w in g ;

-  xxood residu es, chips and p a r t ic le s  had taken a growing share o f  pulpwood 
consumption and trade in  a l l  regions;

-  there had been changes in  the pattern o f  world pulpwood trade, xxith 
in tra -N ord ic  trade and EEC net imports lo s in g  in  im portance; in tra^E C  
trade and Japanese im ports, notably  from outside the ECE region , grew;

-  consumption o f  the products o f  pulpxxood in  the la te  19 70s was w ell 
beloxx the ETTS I I I  fo re ca s t  trend. On the supply s id e , th is  s h o r t fa ll  
was concentrated on European removals, xxhile the three other elements 
o f  supply o f  raxx m aterial to the European pulp, paper and panels 
in d u stries  -  tra n s fe r  o f  in d u s tr ia l residu es, vxaste paper re cy c lin g  
and net imports -  were a l l  a t approxim ately the le v e ls  fo re c a s t ;

-  about one quarter o f  the volume o f  wood removed in  the ECE region  is  
u ltim a te ly  used as a source o f  energy, shoxxing that the generation o f  
energy remains a major use f o r  xxood.

47'» The Committee took note o f  the stu dy 's  fin d in gs , f o r  which i t  expressed 
general support, and reaffirm ed  the importance o f  examining p e r io d ic a lly , in  
greater d .etail than xxas p o ss ib le  in  i t s  annual market reviexxs, the trends in  
p a r t icu la r  se cto rs . The comparison o f  recorded trends w ith fo re ca s ts  was an 
e s se n tia l part o f  the Committee's regu lar m onitoring o f  long-term  trends and 
prospects in  the fo r e s t  se cto r .

4 8 . The Committee a lso  welcomed the fa c t  that the survey had examined the 
s itu a tio n  as regards the generation o f  energy from wood, as recommended by the 
seminar on energy aspects o f  the fo re s t  in d u str ie s .

44- The Committee expressed i t s  apprecia tion  to  the se cre ta r ia t  .for the in te re s ­
t in g  STfcudy,



( Ъ) Developments in  1979 and .prospects f or_1980

5 0 . The Committee heard a b r ie f  ste/bement from each delegation  on recent 
developments in  th e ir  cou n try 's  economy and .in the main fo r e s t  products markets, 
which supplemented cou n tr ies ' w ritten  statements. The Committee took note, 
during i t s  d iscussions., o f  the ..Annural Forest Products Manket Review . (Supplement 1 
to  Volume XXXII o f  the Timber  B u lle tin  f o r  Europe), prepared by the s e cre ta r ia t , and 
o f  the b r ie f  comm.ents on recent d.eveloimco.nt in the market ma.de by the .se cre ta r ia t 
in  TIM/R.5 0 . I t  drew up tab les  o f  cou n tr ies ' est.iffia.tes f o r  1979 and I 98O o f 
dom estic requirements, prod.uctiori, im ports and exports o f  savm softvrood, con iferous 
lo g s , hardvrood logs  and sa.wnvrood, p a r t ic le  board, plywood, fibreboard, and. pulpwood.
A summary tab le  i s  presented in  Armex I .

Dackground

5 1 . A major feature o f  the European market f o r  fo re s t  products over the year since 
mid-1 9 78  has been the marked in creases  i.n p r ices  f o r  a number o f  products, in clu d in g  
savm softvrood, plyirood, many hardvroods, notably  ,eak and imports from south-east 
Asia, and woodpulp. This 'was accompa,ni'ed by m.ore a ctiv e  fort-mrd buying by im porters 
whose end-197.8 stocks had reached 'lov/ levelSc. .. 'In several e.xporting cou n tries, 
sa.v.rmills' and p u lp m ills ' stocks o f  p.T.oduct3 arid’ rav/ m aterials vrere .much redviced 
during 1 9 7 9 ? the la t t e r  p a rtly  as a re su lt  o f  suppljr d i f f i c u l t i e s  caused by the 
severe v/eather in  w inter and spring o f  1978/79.

5 2 . Concern on the part o f  im porters and consumers to  cover th e ir  forvvard 
requirem ents, vrhon stocks vrere lov/' on a r is in g  market, seems to 'ha,ve been a more 
im portant fa c to r  in  the xrrmuess o f  m e ш гкэй ¿hui. any marked up'tum in  rea l' 
consumption in  Europe- So'me"modest g rwth in  tKe la t t e r  in  1979 i s ,  n evertheless , 
expected fo r  most 01 rne 'yroaacrcs ueaj.. wi'm 'uy bne Co'mmittee, as shovro in  the 
estim ates presented by cou n tries . ' This grov/th i s  re la ted  to o v e r -a ll  economic
expa.nsion in  Eu.rope v/hich, apart from a temporary f a l l  back caused by the v/inter
con d ition s , ha.s been continuing a'c a rate net very d iffe r e n t  from that in  1978.
A fevi cou n tries, in clu d in g  those be.nefiting from the upturn in  exports o f  fo re s t  
products', expect a higher grov/th in  Gross .Domestic Product in  1979 than in  1978.

53" Dev/ constr-OLction a c t iv i t y  has not recovered in ma,ny European countries to the 
le v e ls  o f  the ea r ly  19 7Cs, but in  terms o f  demand, .for fo r e s t  products used in
b u ild in g , th is  appears to ha.ve been o f fs e t  by the grov/ing importance o f  renovation
and maintenance v/ork, in c lu d in g  ''d o - i t -y o u r s e l f ", a.nd a higher percentage o f  lov /-rise  
and one fam ily  houses. iH /elling s ta rts  in  the. TJrdted S tates, a f t e r  remaining at a 
high le v e l  up to the spring o f  1979, heave more recentlj^ tended to  d e c lin e . The 
'United States economy a lso  has grov/n at a.n gippreciably slov/er rate in  1979 than in  
the tv/o previous years, and there..- .are expectations o f  a small d eclin e  fn  the w inter 
and spring o f  19 79 /8 0  followecl- by an upturn la te r  in  I 98O..

5 4 . The economic outlook  f o r  I 9SO in  t.he United Sta.tes, however, as v /ell as 
elsewhere i s  unusually d i .f f ic u lt  to  p red ict  because o f  developments a r is in g  from 
the sharp r is e  in  the p r ice  o f  o i l  a,nd concern about ade-quacy o f  i t s  supplies in  
1979 and beyond. In fla tion a ry , pressures, which had tended to ease in  1978, are 
now reappearing, and in  many cou n tries  governments have given p r io .r ity  to  counter- 
in fla t io n a r y  measures, n otab ly  b.y tig liten in g  the money supply by ra is in g  in te re s t  
ra tes , and in  some by reducing риЛИс spending. In Fra-псе, hov/ever, the Government 
has rece n tly  taken messures to support construction  a ctiv ity ,. I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to 
p red ict  the net im.pa.ct o f  these developments on the economies during the remainder 
o f  1979 and .in 1980, and -even le s s  c le a r  hovr the dem.and f o r  fo r e s t  products w i l l  be 
a ffe c te d .



55» Consideration was given , a ls o , to the impact o f  in fla t io n a r y  co st  trends and 
currency flu ctu a tio n s  in flu en cin g  the current r is in g  p r ice  development,

56 . Hence, the Committee stressed  the need, xíhen review ing the outlook presented 
helow f o r  in d iv id u a l products to take in to  account the p re v a ilin g  im ce rta in tie s . 
Against th is  cautious a ttitu d e  toxvards the prospects f o r  the short-term , hoxrever, 
the Committee considered that look in g  fu rth er ahead, there are a number o f  p o s it iv e  
im p lica tion s  a r is in g  from the energy s itu a tion  f o r  the mechanical fo r e s t  products 
se cto r , because o f  the energy conservation  p o s s ib i l i t ie s  in  th e ir  production and 
use.

Saxm softwood and con iferou s logs

57» Domestic requirements o f  s a w  softwood in  Europe in  1979 are estim ated to 
reach 7 6 .9  m illio n  ,m5, an expansion o f  2 .3  m illio n  m5 or 'jfo ever 1978. Since the 
bottom o f  the cycle  in  1 9 7 5 ? there has been an increase in  each subsequent year 
and the 1979 estim ated volume w il l  be the second highest a ft e r  the exceptiona l le v e l  
o f  1 9 7 3 . Compared with 1978, production , im ports and exports are estim ated to  r is e  
by 4Д  4' i /  and 0 . 4/  r e sp e c t iv e ly  to 7 0 , 2 -m illio n  m3, 28.2 m illio n  m3 and 28.7 
m illio n  m3 (in c lu d in g  those o f  the USSR) in  1979* Tn I 98O, a fu rth er s lig h t  
increase in  Europe's production i s  fo re ca s t . Domestic requirem ents, on the other 
hand, are expected to  f a l l  back s l ig h t ly  and im ports and exports to  f a l l  to ju s t  
below the 1978 le v e ls .

58 . Groxith in  trade in  1979 is-'resu l±ingain :;en ..rncreáse iñ  stocks -in  the : im porting 
countries-and  a corresponding, d eclin e  to  lox; levels-in -'som e  ̂ofather-maihrekporting 
coxintries. The fo re ca s t  d eclin e  o f  1 .8  m illio n  m3 ( 6/ )  in  imports in  I 98O r e f le c t s  
the concern in  most im porting coxm tries to  reduce stock s, the cost  o f  hold ing x-rhich 
has been aggravated by the strong r is e  in  in te re s t  ra tes .

5 9* Follow ing the appreciable r is e  in  p r ice s  during the 1979 s e l l in g  season, the 
market f o r  198O has opened r e la t iv e ly  ea r ly  w ith  continued firm ness. Producers 
have been faced  w ith mounting production co s ts , notably f o r  energy and labour, while 
h igher fre ig h t  rates  are a lso  adding to the o . i . f ,  cost o f  im ports. While producers 
are concerned to  cover th e ir  r is in g  co sts , im porters and w holesalers a n tic ip a te  
problems in  passing on the higher p r ice s  to consumers in  the continued d i f f i c u l t  
r e s e l l in g  con d ition s they foresee  f o r  next year.

60. Several exporting countries reported  in creas in g  sa les o f  saxm softwood to  
coxm tries outside Europe, n otably  some in  the o i l-e x p o r t in g  reg ion s , xíhere there 
i s  a growing in te r e s t  in  the use o f  wood.

6 1 . Production and exports o f  sax*m softv/ood in  Europe (exclu d in g  the USSR) in  1979 
are p red icted  to reach le v e ls  on ly once before  surpassed, in  19733 This achievement 
x iil l  be p a r t icu la r ly  due to the high le v e ls  o f  production and exports in  Finland and 
A ustria .

62 . United States requirements and imports o f  sato softwood in  1979 аз?е .forecast 
to  drop in  1978 by 6fo and 5 /̂  r e sp e c tiv e ly , to 91*8 m illio n  m3 and 2 6 .7  m illio n  m3, 
x-j-ith fu rth er  d eclin es  o f  a s im ila r  order in  I 98O. This trend i s  re la ted  to  the 
expected drop in  dvielling s ta r ts , xx*hich x iil l  be p a rtly  o f f s e t  by the repa irs  and 
renovation maaácet. Some in creases in  North American exports are foreseen  in  the 
European and other o ffsh ore  markets, where sa les  have been stim ulated by the lower 
value o f  the d o lla r  in  re la t io n  to  most major cu rren cies .



6 3 • For con iferou s lo g s , the Committee foresees  an increase o f  some 3^ f o r  
Europe's domestic requirements in  1979 to 120.9 m illio n  a s im ila r  expansion 
in  production , but a .6 /  drop in  iniports and a yfo drop f o r  exports. In I 98O 
a fu rth er  sm aller in crease xxas fo re ca s t  f o r  domestic requirements and production , 
xxith a f a l l  in  imports and exports o f  some yfa, Finland and Sxxeden accoxmt fo r  
4 .2  m illio n  m̂  out o f  the estim ated European increase o f  5 .4  m illio n  m? in  domestic 
requirements betxxeen 19?8 and I 98O,

Hardxxoods

64 . In 1979 the European markets f o r  saxxn hardwood a,nd hardwood log s  are showing 
a. s im ila r  trend. Domestic requirements and production o f  both are fo re ca s t  to 
increase m odestly, and imports by 2 /  and 5% re sp e c t iv e ly ; f o r  exports a small 
drop i s  expected.

6 5 . Domestic requirements o f  savm hardvrood are fo re ca s t  to  r is e  by 1 2 /  in  1979 
in  the United S ta tes, and an increase o f  a s im ila r  order i s  expected fo r  
production but a d eclin e  in  exp orts. With regard to hardxxood lo g s , the expected 
increase o f  exports by the United States from 0 .8  m illio n  m̂  in  I 978 to
0 .6  m illio n  m2 in  1979 i s  notexxorthy,

66. The expansion o f  the European market in  volume terms may not f u l l y  r e f le c t  
the strong underlying trend which was evident in  the p r ice  r is e s  o f  a v a r ie ty
o f  assortm ents. Given the c h a r a c te r is t ic a lly  wide range o f  species  and q u a lit ie s  
o f  the hardwood trade, these p r ice  in creases together with high in te re s t  rates 
and t ig h t  c re d it  con d ition s are a cause o f  concern f o r  stock  h o ld ers . I t  xxas 
a lso  suggested that the high p r ice  o f  a number o f  hardwoods might have a 
negative e f f e c t  on demand f o r  them, A sp ec ia l feature o f  the market has been 
the in creas in g  volume o f  im ports from the United S tates. In th is  connexion, the 
problem o f  the oak xxilt d isease in  the U nited 'S tates xxas re fe rre d  to  and the 
associa ted  problem o f  the p o ss ib le  transmissioxi o f  th is  d isease through imported 
oak to  Еигореэл oak fo r e s t s .  At the present time there i s  in ten sive  research and 
d iscu ssion  under xxay to  m odify the e x is t in g  phytosanitary d ire c t iv e  o f  the 
European Economic Community in  a way which w i l l  p ro tect  European oak fo re s ts  and 
at the same time not impose unreasonable burdens on the lon g -esta b lish ed  trade in  
oak logs  and sa,wnxxood. . - ,

6 7 . In the United S tates, there xxas p a r t icu la r ly  strong demand f o r  hardwood, f o r  
p a lle ts ,  f o r  the furn itu re  industry  and f o r  s leepers .

68. For I 98O, a- fu rth er moderate increa.se i s  fo re ca s t  fo r  Europe's domestic 
requirements a.nd production o f  saxxn hardxxood, and a small drop f o r  im ports and 
e x p o r t s . . S im ilar trends are fo re ca s t  f o r  lo g s , except f o r  exports xxhich are 
expected to  increase' m odestly.

69 . The U nited .States fo re ca s ts  a drop in  domestic requirem ents, production and ■ 
im ports in  I 98O, compared xxith the high 1979 le v e ls .  I t s  exports o f  both hardxxood 
logs  and saxmyfood should remain at th e ir  1979 le v e l .



W ood-based.panels

7 0 . Further growth i s  foreseen  in  the European markets f o r  wood-based panels in  
1979 and I 98O, but the rates  o f  groxrth xxill continue to  be xxell belox; those 
recorded in  the years up to  1973 and vary between the d if fe r e n t  panels. Europe's 
dom estic requirements o f  p a r t ic le  board, plywood and fibreboard  in  I 98O are 
estim ated to  reach in  aggregate 54*3 m illio n  m5, or 1 .5  m illio n  m3 (4 'l / )  more 
than in  1 9 7 8 . The Committee noted, however, that in  the case o f  p a r t ic le  board, 
cou n tr ies ' expectations o f  production growth xxere rather more o p tim is tic  than fo r  
requirem ents, and that th is  x/as probably a r e f le c t io n  o f  the continued existence 
o f  surplus ca.pacity in  several parts o f  the reg ion . N evertheless, i t  does 
appear that the acute over-cap acity , in  p a r t ic le  board as w ell as f o r  other panels 
in  the years immediately fo lloxring 1973  i s  gradually  being absorbed, p a rtly  by 
growth in  the market, p a r tly  by the closure o f  a number o f  m ills .

7 1 . As f o r  saxm softw ood, xrood-based panels producers have been faced  with 
mounting production c o s ts , note.bly f o r  energy and labour, w hile higher fre ig h t  
rates are a lso  adding to  the c . i . f .  cost o f  im ports.

7 2 . E urope's requirem ents, production and imports o f  plyxrood, a f t e r  r is in g  
s l ig h t ly  in  1 9 7 9 ? a,re fo re ca s t  to d eclin e  again in  1980 to  around the 1978 le v e ls ,  ■ 
On the oth er hand, xxhile groxxth in  the ma.rket f o r  fib reboard  has la rg e ly  been 
confined  to eastern  European countries in  recent years, consumption o f  th is  
product i s  expected to r is e  by 490,000  m3 to 4*85 m illio n  m3 in  19 79 , w ith a fu rth er  
in crease in  I 98O. Some coxm tries in d ica ted  that the continued doxmx/ard trend o f  
untreated in su la tin g  board was being in cre a s in g ly  o f fs e t  by expanded use o f  bitumen- 
impregnated in su la tin g  board.

73» 14 was noted that the markets f o r  xxaferboard and MDF (medium-density
fib reb oa rd ) have increased  appreciab ly  in  North America in  recent years, but that 
sa les in  Europe are up to  the present not la rge .

Fulpxxood

74» In 1979» 4he pulp and paper s e c to r  in  Europe and North America has been 
gen era lly  characterized  by strong demand, production higher than in  1978 and high 
cap acity  u t i l iz a t io n  ra t io s  f o r  most products. Pulp stocks at a l l  stages o f  the 
chain o f  d is tr ib u tio n  are at or  beloxx normal le v e ls  and pulp p r ice s  have r isen  
rather stron g ly . Demand fo r  pulpwood has increased  in  lin e  xxith these developments 
The Committee,,estimated that European domestic requirements, vxhich were 
153 m illio n  m in  1978 xrould r is e  by nearly  9/  to  over 166 m illio n  m3 in  1 9 7 9 * In 
the United States o f  America domestic requirements were a lso  fo re ca s t  to  r is e  
in  1979s 6y 2-g/ to  180 m illio n  m3. Betxxeen 1978 and 1979 strong  in creases in   ̂
dom estic requirements f o r  pulpvxood xxere fo re ca s t  f o r  Sxxeden (+ I 3/  to  58 m illio n  m ) 
and Finland (+ 2 0 / to 34 m illio n  m3 in clu d in g  bark ). European domestic supply, 
which accounted f o r  9 4 /  o f  requirements in  1978, i s  a lso  fo re ca s t  to  r is e  by 1 2 / 
to  162 m illio n  m3 in  1979, and domestic supply in  the United States o f  America 
to 185 m illio n  m3 (+4/ ) .



75» In some cou n tries, harvesting o f  puJpwoo_d (and other assortm ents), x/as hampered 
by severe cond itions in  the w inter and spring o f  1978/79. These arid other sripply 
fa c to rs  o f  an economic and in s t itu t io n a l nature a long w ith the high le v e l  o f  demand 
from the pulp industry , reduced pulpwood stocks to loxr le v e ls  and caused pulpxrood 
p r ices  to  r is e  in  a number o f  cou n tries . N evertheless, f o r  many oxmers r is in g  
harvesting costs  and f i s c a l  fa c to r s  may have discouraged the production o f  pulpwood.

7 6 . The United States fo re ca s ts  that i t s  pulpxfood exports ^mostly o f  chips and 
p a r t ic le s )  w i l l  r is e  between 1973 and 1979 to 7-4 m illio n  m-̂  (+ I9/ )  but that imports 
w i l l  drop to 2.4  m illio n  m3 ( - 2 9 / ) .  European imports^and exports are expected to 
remain steady in  1978 and 19.79.!. .at about 17 m illio n  m̂  and 10 m illio n  m3 re sp e c tiv e ly .

77.... A fa c to r  which is  b eg in n in g to  a ffe .ct the hardxíood pulpxrood market in  con tinental 
Europe i s  the x is in g  demand and p r ice s  f o r  fuelxrood, x-/hich were higher than those f o r  pulp- 
xTOod in  some areas . This has been a fa c to r  in  ra is in g  pulpxTOod p r ice s  in  some cases.

78. For I 98O, fu rth er r is e s  in  requirements and supply o f  pulpwood are fo re c a s t .  ̂
European dom estic requirements are fo re ca s t  to r is e  by 5/  over 1.979 ‘to 175 m illio n  m̂  
and dom estic supply by 4/  to  I 68 m illio n  m3. '̂Whereas in  1979? European supply i s  
expected to increase by 4 . I  m illio n  m3 more than requirem ents, alloxring some 
rebu ild in g  o f  stocks", the volume rate o f  supply increase in  1980 i s  fo re ca s t  to 
slox; doxm to  beloxr tha,t o f  requirem ents. Sxredish and,Pinnish dom estic requirements 
in  I 98O are fo re ca s t  to  r is e  by 1 0 / to  4I .8  m illio n  m and by 2 /  to  54.5 m illio n  m3 
(in c lu d in g  bark) re sp e c t iv e ly , xrhile P o lish  dom estic requirements are fo re ca s t  to 
r is e  by 1 8 / to  7 .2  m illio n  m3. United States dom estic requirements are fo re ca s t  
to  r is e  on ly f r a c t io n a lly  to  181 m illio n  m3 next year.

S pecia l lectu re  (item  8 o f  the agenda)

79. As recommended by the Timber Committee ' s o f f ic e -h o ld e r s ,  the sp e c ia l le ctu res  
presented to  the Committee xrere on the theme o f  the r a t io n a liz a t io n  o f  the flow  
o f  fo r e s t  products from the fo r e s t  to the consumer.

80. The presentation  by Mr. V.P. Nemtsov (USSR) concentrated on the equipment and 
methods su itab le  f o r  t.he transport and handling o f  fo re s t  products in  the n a tio n a l/ 
in d u s tr ia l cond itions o f  the USSR. Mr. E.P. G rieder (Sw itzerland) presented a case 
study which examined in  d e ta il  the floxis o f  T orest products in  the Bernese Oberland. 
Mr. B. Jonestedt (Sweden) analysed, on the b asis  o f  experience gained by h is  company, 
the main fa c to rs  a f fe c t in g  the s e le c t io n  and operation  o f  transport and d is tr ib u tio n  
systems f o r  fo r e s t  products, xrith speciari reference to maritime transport.

81. The Coramittee thanked the le c tu re rs  x/armly f o r  th e ir  most in te re s t in g  
presentations and, in  viex̂ г o f  the value o f  the le c tu re s , agreed that they should 
be published as a supplement to  the Timber B u lle tin  f o r  Europe.

82. The Committee recogn ized  the importance o f  questions, o f  transport and handling, 
and o f  the structure o f  d is tr ib u t io n , and decided to  reta in  p r o je c t  1 4 .2 .2 . on i t s  
programme o f  work. I t  requested i t s  co -o rd in a tor  f o r  these questions,M r. P. Padmer 
(U nited Kingdom) to make recommendations to  i t s  annual sess ion , when he considered 
there x/as u se fu l work the Committee could carry out in  th is  f i e ld .



A c t iv it ie s  o f  other P r in c ip a l Subsidiary Bodies o f  ECE o f  in te re s t  to  the Timber 
Committee (Item  9 o f  the agenda)

8 3 . The Committee was informed on the b asis  o f  document TIM/R.52  o f  the a c t iv i t ie s  
o f  other P r in c ip a l Subsidiary Bodies o f  ECE dealing with problems o f  concern to  i t .  
The Committee took note o f  the document and agreed to  take the inform ation presented 
in to  account v/hen d iscu ssin g  i t s  own programme o f  work.

Programme o f  work f o r  1980-1984 (item  10 o f  the agenda)

(a ) Preparations f o r  symposia and seminar scheduled fo r  1979 and 1980

( i )  Symposium on economic and tech n ica l developments in. the fu rn itu re  industry

8 4 . The Committee was informed o f  th e , sta te  o f  preparations f o r  th is  symposium 
which was scheduled to take p lace in  Poznan (Poland) from 5 'to 10 November 1979»

8 5 . An important o b je c t iv e  o f  the symposium was to  d iscuss the in te rre la tio n sh ip  
o f  the fu rn itu re  industry , one o f  the major o u tle ts  f o r  fo r e s t  products, with other 
parts o f  the fo re s t  and fo r e s t  in d u stries  s e c to r . I t  was o f  in te r e s t  th erefore  
not on ly  to  experts from the fu rn itu re  industry but a lso  to a wide range o f  
s p e c ia l is t s  from the fo r e s t  products sector .

86. The Committee regretted  that on ly  a r e la t iv e ly  small number o f  re g is tra tio n s  
had been rece ived  so fa r .  I t  s tron g ly  urged delegations to  ensure that th e ir  
countries were adequately represented and thereby derive the f u l le s t  p oss ib le  
b e n e fit  from the symposium.

8 7 . The Committee agreed to decide at i t s  th ir ty -e ig h th  session  in  I 98O, on the 
bas is  o f  the report o f  the symposium, what fu rth er work i t  might undertake in  th is  
f i e ld .

( i i )  Symposium on vrood-based panels in  the 1980ss economic and tech n ica l 
p ersp ectives

88. The Committee approved the o b je c t iv e s  and programme o f  the symposium on wood- 
based panels in  the 1980ss economic and tech n ica l p ersp ectives , as proposed by the 
preparatory meeting (TIM/R.53)» At the in v ita t io n  o f  the Government o f  Finland the 
symposium w il l  be held at Helsinlci from 12 to  16 May I 98O. I t  w i l l  include a two- 
day study tour and provide an opportunity f o r  experts to exchange inform ation and 
views on the la te s t  fo re ca s ts  f o r  developments in  the wood-based panels in d u stries  
and on supply and demand prospects f o r  panels in  the 1980s. Several countries
had expressed in te r e s t  in  the symposium. The Committee requested countries to 
transm it to the se cre ta r ia t  th e ir  proposals concerning the p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f  
experts and th e ir  country monogra,phs. In view o f  the lim ited  time a v a ila b le , 
the b a s ic  papers, concerning which the se cre ta r ia t  had already contacted various 
cou n tries , should :reach  the se cre ta r ia t  by 31 December 1979 at the la te s t .



( i i i )  Seminar on the production , marketing and use o f  f in g e r -.jo in te d  saxmvood

8 9 . The Committee approved the proposals f o r  the scope, o b je c t iv e , programme and 
documentation o f  the seminar, preps.red by an inform al preparatory meeting a,nd 
presented in  TTM/R,54- The o b je c t iv e s  o f  the sernhnar, scheduled f o r  I 5 to  19 
September I 98O, at Натэ.г (Norxxay) are;

1. to examine methods o f  ensuring the a c c e p ta b ility  o f  f in g e r - jo in te d  
savTOxood to the purchaser and user, f o r  instance through q u a lity  co n tro l, 
and the p o s s ib i l i t i e s  f o r  c lo s e r  harraonization o f  standards and 
regula,tions w ith si view to extending the use o f  and in tern a tion a l
tra.de in  th is  product;

2. to provide an opportun ity f o r  experts from d if fe r e n t  countries to 
exchange views a,nd experience on recent developments and prospects 
in  the production  and use o f  f in g e r - jo in te d  sa,x*mwood f o r  stxuctural 
purposes;

3 . to  forraula.te recommendations to  member cou n tries, the' Timber Committee 
or  other a.ppropriate bodies on future a ,c t iv it ie s  d ire cte d  toxxa,rds 
extending the con tr ib u tion  xxhich f in g e r - jo in t in g  could make toxxards the 
ra tion a l use o f  wood.

90 . The Committee agreed that b a s ic  papers prepared by authors conta,cted by 
the s e cre ta r ia t , as suggested in  TIM/E.54? should be rece ived  by the se cre ta r ia t  
4y 30 A p ril 1980, to enable them to be processed and issued  xxell b e fore  the 
seminar. In a d d ition , the Committee agreed that each d elegation  to  the seminar 
should be requested to present a country monogra.ph, prepa.red accord in g  to a 
standard format and d escr ib in g  the s itu a tio n  as regai-ds f in g e r - jo in t in g  in  i t s  
country. A suggested format would be circula .ted  by the se cre ta r ia t  in  the near 
fu tu re . D elegations xxere requested to  make these monographs availa.ble to  the 
SGcretaria.t ( i f  necessary in  d ra ft  form) as soon as i.)ossible as they could provide 
valuable ba.ckgrourid in fo im ation  f o r  pa.pers under item  3 (Marketing asp ects) and 
item 4 (0,ua,lity marks, standardization  and ha.rmonization).

(b ) T }^  general d ir e c t io n  o f  the Committee 's  a rotiv ities

9 1 . The Committee took note o f  a document by the se cre ta r ia t  on the general 
d ir e c t io n  o f  the Gomxrhttee's a .c t iv it ie s ,  xxhich i t  had been requested to  prepare 
by the o f f ic e -h o ld e r s  on the b asis  o f  submissions to th e ir  m eeting in  March 1979 
by Mr. A. №.das and Mr. E, Palmer, past Chairmen o f  the Committee (TIM /E.55).

9 2 . The o f f ic e -h o ld e r s  ha.d come to  the conclusion  that the Timber Committee's 
e x is t in g  programme o f  work r e f le c te d  qu ite  xxell the p r io r i t ie s  o f  member countries 
and that there xxas no need to  con sider any d ra s t ic  changes in  the d ire c t io n  or 
type o f  a c t iv i t ie s  being undertaken. The ' Committee e n t ir e ly  agreed xxith th is  
viexx and furthermore considered that the present balance between;

(1 ) economic (in c lu d in g  ma,rket) a.nd tech n ica l p r o je c ts ; and
( 2 ) p ro je c ts  o f  a genere.l nature and those dea ling  w ith s p e c i f i c  problems

xxas s a t is fa c to ry .



95» In d ecid in g  to  ra ise  th is  matter w ith the Committee, however, the o f f i c e ­
holders pointed  out that there x-ras alvrays scope fo r  improvement and that i t  might 
he worthwhile to  introduce a system to  brin g  nexrly emerging problem areas in to  
the progra.mme o f  work; to  assess the p r io r it y  xíMch e x is t in g  and nex.' a c t iv i t ie s  
should be given- and to ensure that the programme i s  kept xdthin  the lim its  imposed 
by ava ila -b ilitjr  o f  resources in  member countries and the secreta.ria,t.

94» The Committee considered that the o f f ic e -h o ld e r s  had c o r r e c t ly  id e n t if ie d
a iTiajor problem, xihich i t  had to overcome in  order to  make i t s  a c t iv i t ie s  more 
e f fe c t iv e s  the need f o r  f u l l e r  dissém ination o f  the te c lm ica l and economic 
in form ation  which i t  generated to  those x/ho could make use o f  i t .  There were a 
number o f  causes o f  th is  ga,p in  commxmication and the Committee discussed 
p o ss ib le  means o f  help in g  to bridge it s

(1 )  i t  agreed xrith the S teerin g  Committee o f  the Joint PAO/ECE/ILO Committee
on Forest Vforking Techniques and Train ing o f  Forest Workers on the value
o f  a u n ifie d  system fo r  publish ing  the proceedings o f  Joint Committee 
meetings and other te ch n ica l in form ation ;

( 2 ) i t  supported the suggestion  that i t  xrould be useftil to  issue a Timber 
Committee "Yearbook" f o r  x/ide d is tr ib u t io n , which would present the 
actiA rities o f  the Committee during the preceding year, as w ell as plans 
f o r  the future summarizing the main contents o f  reports  from study 
p r o je c ts , papers d e livered  to  seminars and symposia and other inform ation 
on Timber Committee a c t iv i t i e s .  The Committee in v ite d  the se cre ta r ia t  to 
explore the p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  preparing such a Yearbook.

( 3 ) governments should be in v ite d  to give con sideration  to the p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  
provid ing  regu lar in form ation  on the Committee's a c t iv i t ie s  as w ell as 
access to  the documentation issued  in  connexion w ith them to non­
governmental trade and industry organ ization s, xxliich wexe o ften  in  a 
good p o s it io n  to  forx'xard th is  in foiraation  to  th e ir  members;

(4 )  papers prepared f o r  meetings could be sent to  the appropriate tech n ica l 
press to alloxi th e ir  xrider d is tr ib u tio n .

95* The Committee requested i t s  o f f ic e -h o ld e r s  and the s e cre ta r ia t  to consider 
p r a c t ic a l steps a,long the lin e s  mentioned above, and to  submit proposals to  i t s  
th ir ty -e ig h th  sess ion . To a s s is t  in  th is  ta.sk the s e cre ta r ia t  should consider 
e s ta b lish in g  a small inform al advisory  group or  groups, in  the way suggested in  
para. 12 o f  TBI/R .5 5 .

9 6 . The Comxnittee/noted xritii approval that ECE was studying x/ays to e s ta b lish  a 
data bank system which xrould include s t a t is t i c s  relevant to the Comxnittee's spheres 
o f  a c t iv ity v  I t  expressed the hope that the system, when op eration a l, would 
in corporate  access p o s s ib i l i t i e s  f o r  member.cou n tries .

( c )  Reviexx and re v is io n  o f  the d ra ft  programme o f  xrork f o r  1980-1984

97* The Committee considered i t s  programme o f  xrork on the b asis  o f  a d ra ft prepared 
by the se cre ta r ia t  (Т Ш /Н .5б), x/hicli took in to  account the programme i t  approved 'at 
i t s  th ir ty -s ix th  sess ion , the re so lu tio n , d ecis ion s  and d iscu ssion s  o f  the Commis­
sion  at i t s  th ir ty - fo u r th  sess ion , the re su lts  o f  meetings o f  the Committee's 
subsid iary  b od ies , as w e ll as i t s  oxrn d iscu ssion s under other items o f  the agenda.



9 8 . .The Committe.e took note o f  the Commission d ec is io n  E(XXXIV) -  Increased 
e ffe c t iv e n e s s  in  the use o f  ECE resources,- in  the operative part o f  which the 
su h sid ia iy  bodies are requested to  stream line th e ir  programme .in the process 
o f  concentration  and in te g ra tion  by focu ss in g  th e ir  a c t iv i t ie s  o.n major substan­
tiv e  problems, and to  report to  the th 3 ,rty~ fiith  session  c f  the Commission on 
measures taken or proposed to  give e f f e c t  to th is  p rov is ion . I t  considered that 
the cha.nges to i t s  programme and those o f  i t s  subsid iary  bod ies and steps in it ia te d  
fo r  fu rth er stream lin ing f u l l y  corresponded with the Commission's request. In 

--parti-cula;r, the number o f  meetings- proposed f o r  I 98O and I 98I 'repre3ented.',a quite 
substantia l reduction  from the number held in  1 9 79 *

99» The Committee n oted -th a t the s itu a tio n  might a r ise  that p/robletiis'to which i t '  
a.ttached importance ha-d to be exclu d ed . from the programme 01 work f o r  the t,ime being, 
because o f  lim ited  resou rces. I f  th is  occurred, a l i s t  o f  such p ro je c ts  could be 
draxmup which should be reviewed at i t s  annual session  so that a given p r o je c t  could 
be incorporated  in  the programme i f  the urgency o f  the problem in creased .

100. The Committee agreed to the proposal o f  the Joint EAO/ECE Working Party on 
Forest Economics and S t a t is t ic s  to  in tegrate  the p ro je c t  on Trends .in the u t i l i ­
zation  o f  fo re s t  pro.ducts in  s p e c i f i c  end-use sectors  w ith the p ro je c t  on End-use 
s t a t i s t i c s .  The t i t l e  o f  the re su lt in g  p ro je c t  14.5*2.5* should be Ut i l i z a t i o n  o f  
fo r e s t  products by 'end-use s e c to r s .

101. The Committee stressed  the - importance o f  the studies o f  the medium term' trends 
in  the cap acity  o f  the v/ood-processing .industries (p r o je c t  1 4 . 1 . 2"У~ап1 ; approved the 
d ra ft  questionnaire's, as m odified; by the Joint FAO/ECE Working Ps.rty on Forest 
Economics and S t a t is t ic s ,  put fon--/a,rd in  TIM/Pl. 56/Add. 1. The Committee approved 
the suggestion  o f  the prepa.r3.tory meeting f o r  the symposium on wood-based panels in  
the 1980s; economic and tectm ica l p ersp ectives , that a prelim inary s'fcudy o f  the 
structure and capacity  o f  the wood-based panels in d u stries  be submitted to  the 
symposium, 'which was scheduled f o r  May I 98O. In order that the se cre ta r ia t  should 
have s u f f ic ie n t  time to ana'iyse the repTLies ?ud prepare a. prelim inary study, the 
Committee requested, member governments to malœ every e f fo r t  to  ensure that th e ir  
re p lie s  reached the se cre ta r ia t  by '51 January 1980 at the la t e s t .

102. The Committee approved the suggestion o f  the Joint FAO/ECE Working Party on 
Forest Economics and S t a t is t ic s  that the s'fcudies o.n the structure a,nd ca,pacity o f  
the sav.nnilling industry 'be ca rr ied  out every s ix  years, in  con junction  w ith the 
medium-teim-survejos o f  the ma.rkets f o r  sa.wnwood and sa,wlogs. In  view o f  the 
d i f f i c u l t ie s -  encountered in  preparing the f i r s t  study o f  the structure and capacity  
o f  the savrmiliing se cto r , n otab ly  a.s regards com parability o f  data, betxreen cou n tries, 
the Cofcmltteê' suggested tha'b an inform al team o f  sp ec ia .lis ts  be convened by the 
Working Party before  the next study i s  sta.rted 'to  'prepare recommend.ations on how
the study should be prepared..

1 0 3 . With regard to  the programme o f  work o f  the Joint FAO/EGE/ILO Committee on 
Forest Worki-ng Techniques a.nd T rain ing o f  Forest Workers ( pro.jeс t I 4 • 3*Í777™the 
Comiaittee noted that the Joint Committee's th irteen th  session  in  May I 98O x /i l l
draw up proposals -for the period  1981-1985. Î t- e.lso noted that the second m eeting. . 
o f  i t s  S teering  Committee ,' lie'id'""±n Fa.lun (S--/ede'n)" from 8-10 October 1979? 'had- agreed 
to  submit to the Join t Committee certa in  proposa.Is fo r  concentrating i t s  a tten tion  
on the most important p r o je c ts  and f o r  lim it in g  the number o f  meetings to  be held 
annually and the number o f  teams o f  s p e c ia lis t s  to be operative at any given time.
The Committee agreed to  re ta in  the Joint Committee's present programme pending 
submission o f  an up-da.ted vers ion  to i t s  th ir ty -e ig h th  sess ion , apart from certa in  
orga.nizational matters (clmnged da,tes o f  seminars, e t c . )  xíhich ha,ve been included 
in  annexes I I  and I I I  o f  th is  rep ort.



10 4 . The Committee agreed to  in tegrate  the p ro je c t  on Wood prese.rvation w ith the 
p r o je c t  on Reduction o f  vraste and development o f  use o f  residues in  fo re s tr y , the 
x/ood-pro ces sin g  in d u stries  and in  fo r e s t  products u t i l iz a t io n ;  a,nd to a lt e r  the 
t i t l e  and d e scr ip tion  o f  the re su lt in g  p ro je c t  ( 1 4 . 4 . 2 . )  to put the emphasis on the 
conservation  o f  the fo r e s t  resource through improved u t i l iz a t io n  o f  fo re s t  products 
and the reduction  o f  x/aste.

1 0 5 . The Committee ' considered that i t s  p ro je c t  on the e f fe c t s  o f  a ir -h om e  p o llu t io n  
on vegeta tion  had been su cce s s fu lly  completed by the hold ing o f  the symposium
in  Warsax; '(see  paras 26 and 3О above) and the p r o je c t  should th ere fore  be terminated. 
The Committee s tressed , hox/ever, that th is  should not be seen as an in d ica tio n  
o f  any lack  o f  in te re s t  in  xxhat was a, most important question  which the Committée 
may decide to  take up a.gain in  the fu tu re , accord in g  to  the procedure proposed 
in  para. 99 above.

10 6 . The Committee noted that the Byelorussian d elegation  to the Sessional Committee 
o f  ECE had suggested that the Timber Committee undertake work on the p u r ific a t io n
o f  waste water from wood-based panels in d u str ie s . The Committee considered that th is  
question  could best be coveœ d by the Committee on Water Problems, in  the context o f  
other vrork on xxater p o llu t io n  by industry , and in v ite d  that Committee to consider 
taking up th is  su b ject , in  co -op era tion  w ith the Timber Committee.

1 0 7 . The Committee stressed  the great importance o f  energy questions f o r  the fo re s t  
s e cto r  (see  paras 18 to  22 on the resu lts  o f  the seminar on energy aspects o f  the 
fo r e s t  industries, and pa^ra. 110 on the a c t iv i t ie s  o f  the Join t EAO/ECE Working 
Party on Forest Economics and S t a t is t ic s )  and considered that the Committee ought 
to be concerning i t s e l f  xxith these questions. I t  xxas e s s e n t ia l, hoxxever, that
the o b je c t iv e s  o f  the Committee's xxork be c le a r ly  defin ed . I t  th erefore  requested 
the s e cre ta r ia t  to  prepare f o r  i t s  th ir ty -e ig h th  session  proposals f o r  the 
Committee's xrork on energy aspects o f  the fo r e s t  in d u stries  (p r o je c t  1 4 .4 .3 . ) ,  
in c lu d in g  the generation o f  energy from xxood. These proposals should be prepared 
a f t e r  con su lta tion  xxithIhe o f f ic e -h o ld e r s  and xxith the members o f  the tea.m o f 
s p e c ia l is t s  to  be convened by the Joint PAO/ECE V/orking Party on Economics and 
S t a t is t ic s  under p r o je c t  1 4 .5 «3 .4 . They should take in to  account relevant 
a c t iv i t i e s  on xxood/energy questions being undertaken both xxithin ECE a,nd by other 
in tern a tion a l organ ization s.

108. In con siderin g  the p ro je c ts  coxrored by the a c t iv i t ie s  o f  the Join t FAO/ECE 
Working Party on Forest Economics and S t a t i s t i c s , the Committee noted with s a t is ­
fa c t io n  that major stages in  the xxork on items 1 4 .3 .3 . -  E ffe c ts  o f  tgi,xation on 
fo r e s t  management a,nd xxood, supply, 1 4 . 5 . 2 . 4 . -  LeAour s t a t i s t i c s , and 1 4 . 5 . 2 . 5 » -  
U t il iz a t io n  o f  fo r e s t  products by end-use s e c to r s , xxere completed or nearing 
com pletion and agreed w ith the Working P a rty 's  recommendation that proposals f o r  
fu rth er xrork in  these areas would be form ulated only xrhen need and c le a r  p r io r it y  
xxas esta b lish ed  by the Working Party.

10 9 . The Co.mmittee considered that the d escr ip tion  in  the programme o f  work o f  
studies o f  s e le cte d  economic problems : 1 4 .5 .3 .1 . r e la t in g  to the fu l l e r  use of  
the biom ass, 1 4 . 5 .З . 2 . r e la t in g  to  a ffo r e s ta t io n  and re fo re s ta t io n  and
1 4 . 5 . 3 . 3 . r e la t in g  to the in trod u ction  o f  nexx marohines and equipment, may require 
fu rth er  refinem ent. I t  xxas emphasized that the in i t ia t io n  o f  xrork on these p ro je c ts  
depended on countries being w il l in g  to  make experts a v a ila b le  to  lead and c o n tr i­
bute to  the xrork. I t  xxas suggested that the teams o f  s p e c ia l is t s  themselves be 
responsib le  fo r  proposing c la r ific a .t io iis  to the d e scr ip tion  o f  the p r o je c ts .



110. The Committee considered that the p ro je c t  14.5*3-4* -  Economic and s t a t is t i c a l  
studies on xrood/energTf qu estion s should 'be accorded high p r io r it jr  in  the Worl-cing 
P a rty 's  8 -c t iv it ie s  and requested that the prelim inary work o f  the team o f  s p e c ia lis t s  
should he aroailahle to  the next meeting o f  the o f f ic e -h o ld e r s  to a s s is t  in  formu­
la t in g  the Committee's a.pproach to  the whole question  (see  рэгоа. 107). The 
Committee noted the ге1елгопсе o f  these rqrotivities to  the work o f  the Senior 
a,dvisers to  ECE Governments on Energy a,nd to  РАО prepars-tory “work f o r  the United 
Nations Conference on New a.nd Renewable Sources o f  Energy to be held  in  1981.
I t  requested the team o f  sp e c ia ,lis ts  to consider urgen tly  the con tribu tion  that 
could be made to  the la d te r .

111. In supporting the in c lu s io n  o f  item  14 .5»4 . -  Transfer o f  economic and 
s t a t i s t i c a l  methods and experience in  the fo re s t  and fo r e s t  products s e c to r ,
the Committee noted that the РАО Europeau F orestry Commission had expressed great 
in te re s t  in  th is  p r o je c t , a.nd emphasized i t s  oxm support f o r  xiork in  th is  d ire c t io n .

112. Under p ro je c t  14.5*5- -  Dissem ination and exchange o f  general in form ation  and
experience -  the Committee xras informed o f  the plans f o r  the study tou r in  the
United States o f  America scheduled f o r  1981, xxhich i t  was p ro v is io n a lly  planned 
should v i s i t  fo re s t  aud fo r e s t  industrj'- en terp rises  on the West Coast o f  the United 
States o f  America. I t  in v ite d  other member cou n tries , e s p e c ia lly  those x/hich
had not already aroted as host to  a Timber Committee study tour, to  consider the 
p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  organ izing a tou r in  1982 or  subsequent years.

1 1 3 . On the b asis  o f  these d iscu ss ion s , the Committee a.pproved i t s  programme o f
xrork f o r  I 98O -I984 as se t out in  annexes I I  and I I I .

Other business (item  11 o f  the a^genda)

1 1 4 . The Committee xrolcomed the farot thad Japan, a ma,jor trad ing  nation  on xrorld 
fo r e s t  products markets, had been represented at i t s  th irty -sev en th  session  and 
hoped that Japan xrould continue to  take part in  the Committee's xrork, n otably  by 
attending i t s  annual sess ion s . I t  notxxd xrith in te r e s t  t};at the Japanese Government 
was re v is in g  the "Basic Plan Regarding Forest Resources" and "Long-Range Prospect 
regarding Demand and Supply o f  Important Forest Products". I t  considered that,
th is  study xrould be o f  great in te r e s t  to  the Committee and requested the s e c r e ta r ia t  
to  explore x/ith the Japanese a u th o r it ie s  the p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  th e ir  presenting the 
re su lts  o f  the study to  the Committee's th ir ty -e ig h th  session .

1 1 5 . The delegation  o f  Prance shoxrod a film  "Du b o is  dont on f a i t  des charpentes",
and the delegation  o f  the USSR one e n t it le d ; "Forest industry and tech n ica l p rogress".
The delegation  o f  the Netherlands gave an a u d io -v isu a l presentation  o f  the t r o p ic a l 
tim ber trade. The Committee thanked these delegations f o r  th e ir  most in te re s t in g  
film s and ijresentation .

Adoption o f  the report o f  the Committee's session  (item  12 o f  the a^genda)

1 1 6 . The draTt rep ort, presented by the s e cre ta r ia t , was adopted, with some m od ifi­
cation s xvhich have been incorporated  in  the present document.

Date o f  next session

1 1 7 . The Committee agreed that i t s  next session  should be held from 13 to 
17 October I 98O, su b ject to  the a .v a ila b ility  o f  conference se rv ice s  f o r  that 
period .
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TIMBER COMMITTEE PROGRAÎT-U OF ncRK FOR 1930-1984
Estima- Estima­
ted durs- ted t e r -  

-  tio ii  ( in  mination 
years) year

TÎORK AREA 14Л :  EFDIUM AND LOHG-TERM TRENDS AND PERSPECTIVES

14о 1 .1 .  P.eviev? or p ro je c t io n s  ms.de in study "European Timber
Trends and F ro sg e c ts , 1950 to ?,C00" in r e la t io n  to 
actual developraents

D escr ip tion : The Comnittee w i l l  teeo under reviex/ lony-tcrm trends
in production, trade, consrimption and er ices  nf fo re s t  products, 
comuaring them xíith p ro je c t io n s  mcatíe in the long-term study, both 
to check the accuracy o f  the analyses presented in the study and in. 
order tc  provide ear ly  x/arning o f  changes in trends, tiius enabling 
Governments to review their  long-term fo re s t  p o l i c ie s  in the l ig h t  
o f  recent develonments.

Method o f  xfcrk : The Committee x fill  compare, cn a continuing b a s is ,
real trends xs/ith the pro joctioris  c f  the long-term study, as an 
integral part o f  i t s  analyses o f  s p e c i f i c  aspects nf the fo re s t  
products sector  (notably  under -projects 1 4 „ i „ 2 . ,  1 4 .1 ,3 , ,  1 4 , .2 , l , )o  
In add it ion , the s e cre ta r ia t  w i l l  prepare-an o vera ll  study, xmich 
w il l  compare real trends up to 1980 with p r o je c t io n s .

14 .1 ,2 .  Medium-term trends in the structure and canacity
o f  the x70od-processing industries

1 4 .1 ,2 .1 ,  The wood-based nanels. industries

cont,

D escr ip tion : The Committee w i l l  review the structure -and capa­
c i t y  o f  the x-/ood-based panels industries in order to enable 
Governments to form their  ovm‘ indus t r ia l - -p o l i c ie s  for  the woo.d- 
based panels sector  in the l ig h t  o f  infc-rraaticn on intern-ational , 
con d it ion s .

Method o f  work: The Committee w i l l  decide at i t s  thirty-elg.hth
session  cn the scope and o r ie n ta t io n  o f  i t s  a c t iv i t i e s  in this
f i e ld  in the l ig h t  o f  the survey carr ied  out in 1979/-30 based
on the s im p lif ied  questionnaire drawn up by the FA.O/ECE ferking
Party on Forest Economics and S t a t i s t i c s ,  cont.

1 4 .1 .2 .2 .  The saxTOilling industry

D escr ip tion : The Committee w i l l  review the structure and capa­
c i t y  o f  the sawmillir.g industry in order to enable Governments 
to form the ir  p o l i c i e s  fo r  the saiamilling industry in the l ig h t  
o f  information on international con d it ion s .

Method o f  work: The Committee w i l l  und-ertake surveys at s ix -
yearly intervals  (next survey in 1984). An informal team c f
s p e c ia l is t s  w i l l  be convened by the Joint FAO/ECE Dorking
Party on Forest Economics and S t a t is t i c s  bcfor:: the 1934
study is started  to prepare recommendations on hew the study
should be preoared. cent.



Estima- Estima­
ted dura- ted t e r -  
t ion  ( in  mination 

years) year

14 ,lo3„ Hedium-terni trends in the markets fo r  s p e c i f i c  fo re s t  
products

D escr ip tion ; The Committee w i l l  review inedium-terir. (Э-5 years) 
trends in the production , consumption, trade and prices  o f  major 
fo res t  products so that Governments may be continuous!}? informed 
o f  s tructural trends in the fo re s t  products markets o f  the ECE 
region .

Method o f  work: The se cre ta r ia t  w i l l  prepare one study annually,
on a three-year ro ta t io n  o f  su b je c ts ,  as fo l lo w s :  Sawrw/ood and 
sav/logs ; 1981, 1984, e t c . ;  pulpwood ( includ ing  residues and 
c h ip s ) ,  p itprops and miscellaneous roundwood: 1982, 1985, e t c . ;  
wood-based panels; 1980, 1983, e t c .  The s e cre ta r ia t  w i l l  prepare 
at in terva ls  as w i l l  be decided, a review o f  trends in roundwood 
production and supply.

14 .1 .4 . Trends, prospects and p o l i c i e s  in southern Europe

cont.

D escr ip t ion : The fo re s t  and fo re s t  industry p o l ic y  and environ­
mental problems facing  countries  in the Mediterranean area w i l l  
be reviewed in the l ig h t  o f  the long-term outlook for  their  fo re s t  
economies, as depicted in European Timber Trends and Prospects , 
1950 to 2000.

Method o f  work; The Committee w i l l  convene an ad hoc meeting in 
(year to be decided) on the production and marketing o f  products 
o f  s p e c i f i c  in terest  to Mediterranean fo re s t r y ,  including cork 
and r e s in ;  and other such meetings, as the need is id e n t i f ie d .
All a c t i v i t i e s  under th is  p ro je c t  w i l l  be carr ied  out in co ­
operation with the FAO European Forestry CorrâTiission.

TORK AREA 1 4 .2 ; CURRENT MARKET DEVELOPMEMTS AÎ D SHORT-TERM PROS­
PECTS, INCLUDING PROBLEMS RELATING TO IMTER- 
NATIONAL TRADE

cont,

1 4 ,2 ,1 .  Review o f  production , trade, consumption and prices  
o f  fo re s t  products

D escr ip tion ; The Committee w i l l  analyse on a continuous b a s is ,  
short-term trends in the production, trade and. pr ices  o f  fo re s t  
products and fo reca s t  short-term prospects , with a view to  pro­
viding Governments and the fo re s t  products sector  with accurate 
and up-to -date  information and assessments, necessary fo r  an 
orderly  development o f  the supply/demand mechanism.



Estima- Estima­
ted dura- ted t e r -  
t io n  ( in  mination 

years) year

Method o f  work; The s e c re ta r ia t  w i l l  prepare and publish annually 
a review o f  trends in fo re s t  products markets over the previous 
year, based on data supplied by Governments in connexion with pro­
j e c t  1 4 .5 .1 .  The s e c r e ta r ia t  w i l l  present to the Committee's 
annual sess ion  the most recent ava ilab le  data on trends in the 
market fo r  fo re s t  products, obtained from questionnaire returns, 
with a b r i e f  analysis o f  the s i tu a t io n .  The Committee V7Íll revievi, 
at i t s  annual sess ion , short-term trends and prospects in the pro ­
duction , trade and p r ices  o f  major fo re s t  products (sawn softwood, 
hardwoods, including t r o p i c a l ,  pulpwood, con iferous  logs and wood- 
based panels) on the basis  o f  estimates prepared by de legations , 
fo r  the current and follóxíing years. A fter the sess ion  the secre ­
ta r ia t  V7Í11 prepare and publish an analysis  o f  short-term market 
trends and prospects , based on the Committee's discussions-. cont.

1 4 .2 .2 .  R ation a liza t ion  o f  the flow o f  fo re s t  products from 
the fo re s t  to  the consumer, including transport and 
handling problems

D escr ip tion ; The Committee w i l l  review the d is tr ib u t io n  chain fo r  
fo re s t  products from the fo re s t  to  the consumer, including transport 
and handling problems, and id e n t i fy  areas where i t  might recommend 
any act ion  which i t  considers  necessary to r a t io n a l iz e  the flow o f  
products and to increase e f f i c i e n c y  v/ith a view to f a c i l i t a t i n g  
international trade.

Method o f  work; The Committee's co -o rd in a tor  on transport and
handling problems v /i l l  make recommendations to the Committee
fo r  work in th is  f i e l d ,  as and when appropriate. cont.

1 4 .2 .3 .  Review o f  standardization  a c t iv i t i e s

Description  ; The Committee w il  review at i t s  annual sess ion  needs 
and p r i o r i t i e s  fo r  standardization in the f i e l d  o f  fo re s t  products 
as well as progress in i t s  own standardization p ro je c ts  ( 1 4 .2 .4 „ ,
1 4 ,2 .5 . ,  1 4 .2 .6 , ) .  On the basis  o f  th is  review, i t  w i l l  decide 
what a c t i v i t i e s  i t  should undertake, with a view to f a c i l i t a t in g  
International trade in f o r e s t  products by removing n o n - t a r i l f  
b a rr ie rs ,  and to furthering the ra t ion a l and economic use o f  wood.

Method o f  work; The Committee w i l l  base i t s  annual review on a
rep ort ,  and i f  necessary, recommendations by i t s  co -ord in ator  in
the f i e l d  o f  standardization . cont.



Estima- Estima­
ted dura- ted t e r -  
t ion  ( in  raination 

years) year

14 ,2 .4 .  Standardization o f  stress  grading o f  con iferous  saxfn
timber

D escription : The Committee w i l l  encourage the ap p lica t ion  o f  the
ECE recommended standard b y . incorporation  o f  i t s  provis ions  into 
national standards, and undertake any further work necessary fo r  
the refinement o f  the recommended standard, with a view to  ensu­
ring the ra t ion a l and economic use o f ,  and to f a c i l i t a t in g  trade 
in, con iferous  sawn timber.

Method o f  work; The Committee w i l l  convene an informal team o f  
experts to  c o l l e c t  .information and make proposals for  research 
programmes, qu a lity  con tro l programmes and marking systems fo r  
stress  graded con iferous  sawnwood. The informal team w i l l ,  among 
other th ings, d ra ft  a set  o f  gu idelines fo r  countries  developing 
qua lity  con tro l programmes. The Committee w i l l  organize train ing 
courses to exchange experience on the ap p lica tion  o f  the recom­
mended stfi.ndard and fo r  the tra in ing of' those responsib le  f o r .  
sawnwood grading. An ad hoc meeting x flll be convened,..after 1980 
to review and, i f  necessary, update the recommended standard, 
(Fork to be linked to  p ro je c t  14 - .2 ,5 ,) ,

minting in structural1 4 .2 .5 ,  Stapdardization o f - f in g e r .
con iferous  sawn;timber

D escr ip tion ; The Committee w i l l  encourage the app lica t ion  o f  the 
ECE recommended standard on f in g e r - jo in t in g  in structural c o n i f e ­
rous sawn timber, notably by incorporation  c f  i t s  prov is ions  into 
national standards, and undertake any further xoork necessary fo r  
the refinement c f  the. reconimended standard, ï.?ith a view to ensuring 
the r a t io n a l  and economic use o f ,  and to f a c i l i t a t in g  trade in , 
s tructural f in g e r - jo in te d  con iferous  sawn timber.

hethоd o f  V70rк : The Committee w i l l  convene an informal tea.m o f
experts to c o l l e c t  information and make proposals about research 
programmes,, qua lity  con tro l  programmes and niarking systems fo r  
f in g e r - jo in t s  in structura l con iferous  sawnwood. The Committee 
w i l l  a lso  organize seminars to  exchange experience on the a p p l i ­
cation  o f  the recommended standard, A.n ad hoc meeting w i l l  be 
convened a fte r  1960 to review and, i f  necessary, update the r e ­
commended standard. (Work to  be linked to p ro je c t  1 4 ,2 ,4 , ) ,

1 4 .2 .6 .  Reduction o f  the number o f  standard dimensions o f  
sawnwood entering international trade

Description  ; The Committee w i l l  formulate proposals fo r  the 
reduction  o f  the number o f  standard dimensions o f  sawnwood en te ­
ring in ternational trade, on the basis  o f  ISO International 
Standard 3179 and in c o l la b o ra t io n  with ISO, with a view to 
f a c i l i t a t in g  international trade in savrnvrood.

Method o f  work: The Committee w i l l  keep under review progress
in the v,'ork being undertaken by other organizations with a view 
to co l la b ora t in g  in such work as and when I t  considers i t  
appropriate.

19C 2

1982



14.2 .7 , C la s s i f i c a t io n  and d e f in it io n s  o f  fo re s t  products

FORK AREA 14.3: SELECTED ECOHOÍÍIC, TECHN.QI,0G1CAL MD MMAGSRIAL 
PROBLEMS

Estima- Estima­
ted dure- ted t e r -  
t io n  ( in  mination 

years) year

D escription  ; The Joint FAO/ECE vTorking Party on Forest Econo­
mics and S t a t i s t i c s ,  in ; c o -op era t ion  with, the Conference o f  
European S ta t is t ic ia n s ,  v?ill re v ise  the ?A0 C la s s i f i c a t io n  and 
D efin it ion s  o f  Forest Products , v;ith a view to ensuring that i t  
is  in harmony with in ternational m u lt i -se c tor  c la s s i f i c a t io n s  
and d e f in it io n s  ( e .g .  the CCC Harmonized System, ICGS, SITC) 
and developments in technology and industria l and trade p ra c t ice  
and the appearance o f  new products.

Method o f  work: An ad hoc meeting V7ill be convened to  consider
and incorporate proposals by countries  and competent organiza­
t ions  for  m odifications  to the FAO C la s s i f i c a t io n  and submit a 
draft rev ised  vers ion  to the th irteenth  session  o f  the Joint 
Working Party,

14 .2 .8 .  Economic and techn ica l developments in f in g e r - 
jo in t in g  o f  sawnwood

D escr ip tion ; The Committee w i l l  examine economic and technica l 
developments in the production and u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  f in g e r - jo in te d  
sawnwood as a means o f  r a t io n a l iz in g  the use o f  wood.

Method o f  work; A seminar on the production, marketing and use 
o f  f inger - jo in ted , sav/nwood w i l l  be held in Morway in 1980.

1982

1980

1 4 ,3 .1 .  .Forest working techniques and training o f  fo re s t  workers

This p ro je c t  is  covered by the a c t iv i t i e s  o f  the Joint FAO/ 
ECE/ILO Committee on Forest Working Techniques and Training o f  
Forest Workers, which normally meets b ien n ia lly  (198C, 19C2, 1904, 
e t c . ) .  I ts  task is  to fo s te r  in ternational co l la b o ra t io n  on tech ­
n ic a l ,  economic and organ izationa l aspects o f  fo re s t  working tech ­
niques and train ing o f  fo re s t  workers in legging and other fo re s t  
operations ; specia l a tten tion  is  given to increasing the e f f i c i e n c y  
o f  labour, the reduction  o f  the physical e f fo r t s  o f  the worker, 
prevention o f  a cc idents , reduction  o f  waste and the establishment 
o f  an adequate balance between te ch n ica l ,  s o c ia l  and economic 
requirements and p ro tec t ion  o f  the environment.

The p ro je c t  components are set out below under three main 
headings :

1, S i lv icu ltu ra l  operations and general management aspects ;
2, Wood harvesting and transport ;  and
3, Human aspects o f  f o r e s t  operations.



Estima- Estima­
ted dura- ted t e r -  
t io n  ( in  mination 

years) year

1 4 .3 ,1 .1 ,  S i lv icu ltu ra l  operations and general management
aspects

3 -4 .3 .1 .1 .1 . Реуе1ортаеп1 and use o f  nachinery and riethods' fo r  
stand establishment, including, s lanting stock and 
equiprnent .......

D escr ip tion ; The Joint Committee-will promote the exchange o f  
information and further ra t ion a l regeneration methods which do 
not damage the fo re s t  ecosystem by regu larly  reviewing machines, 
techniques and planting stock appliod in a f fo r e s ta t io n  and r e f o r ­
e s ta t io n ,  with emphasis on s i t e  c le a r in g ,  s o i l  preparation and 
plcmting.

Method o f  work ; Seminars and/or study tours w i l l  be organized, at
4-year in terva ls  (19C0, 1984, e t c , ) ,  .Л. seminar on a f fo r e s ta t io n  
and r e fo r e s ta t io n  nsachines and techniques w i l l  be held in Spain
in 1900. cont.

1 4 .3 .1 .1 .2 .  Forest f i r e  prevention and contro l

Description  ; The Joint Committée w i l l  examine techniques and 
equipment used in fo re s t  f i r e  c o n tr o l ,  as well as preventive 
measures, with a view to  a s s is t in g  Governments in these f i e l d s .

Method o f  work; A seminar w i l l  be held in Poland in 1981 and 
another in Portugal in 1963.

1 4 .3 .1 .1 .3 ,  Methods o f  measurement., o f  labour p rod u ct iv ity

D e scr ip tion : The Joint Conrmittee w i l l  review? !r,ethods o f  asses ­
sing p rodu ct iv ity  o f  man and machines,, and niethods o f  measurement 
c f  standard times v/hereby to determine the re la t ion sh ip  between 
changes in labour input and machine input and assess the e f f e c t s  
and im plications  o f  rep lacing  labour by machines.

Method o f  vrork: A team o f  s p e c ia l i s t s  w i l l  d iscuss methods o f
measuring machine input in fo re s try  operations, draw up proposals 
for  future work by the Joint Committee in the f i e l d  o f  labour 
prod u ct iv ity  and submit them to the th irteenth  session  o f  the 
Joint Committee,

1983

1980

1 4 .3 .1 .1 .4 .  Plannin.s: and management o f  fo re s t  operations

D escription  : The Joint Committee w i l l  study methods o f  planning
fo re s t  operations, e s p e c ia l ly  in the long term, taking into  account 
the impact o f  environinental and s o c ia l  constra.ints on the planning 
and method o f  work: i t  vrill .also e.xamine methods c f  assessing 
technica l and economic a c c e s s ib i l i t y  o f  fo re s t  resources , so as to 
a s s is t  G?'vernments in the planning .and rationa l u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  the 
resource .
Method o f  vrork; A seminar on ( to p ic  to be proposed by co -o rd in a ­
tors fo r  d ec is ion  by th irteenth  ses,sicn) wrill be held in the 
Netherlan.ds (su b je c t  to confirm ation) in 1981, preceded by a prepa­
ratory meeting o f  a team o f  s p e c ia l i s t s . 1981



Estima- Estima­
ted dura- ted t e r -  
t io n  ( in  niination

•year

1 4 .3 .1 .1 .5 .  Methods o f  payment

D escr ip tion ; The Joint Committee, in co l la b ora t ion  with the FАО/
SCE Working Party on Forest Economics and S t a t i s t i c s ,  w i l l  review :, 
methods o f  payment o f  f o r e s t  workers in order to show the ir  e f f e c t  
on labour supply, p rod u ct iv ity  le v e ls  and rate  o f  mechanization*

Method o f  work: A team o f  s p e c ia l i s t s  x»;ill c o l l e c t  information
and prepare a re p o rt ,  taking into  account the findings o f  the 
study on labour s t a t i s t i c s  ca rr ied  out by the FAO/ECE Working .
Party on Forest Economics and S t a t i s t i c s .  The report w i l l  be
submitted to a seminar on the e f fe c ts :  o f  methods o f  payment on
labour p rodu ct iv ity  and the cond itions  o f  work and l i f e  o f  fo re s t
workers to be held in . . . .  !_/ in 1982. 2 1982

1 4 .3 .1 .1 .6 .  Review o f  standardization  a c t i v i t i e s  in the f i e l d  o f  
fo re s try  machinery

D e scr ip tion : The Joint Committee w i l l  keep under review standar­
d ization  a c t i v i t i e s  in the f i e l d  o f  fo re s t  machinery to a s s is t
countries in the development and sa fe ty  in use o f  such equipment. ■

Method o f  v/ork : The Joint Committee w i l l  review at each sess ion ,
on the bc?.sis o f  a report which ISO should be inv ited  to submit, 
standardization v7ork being carr ied  ou t ,  and w i l l  maintain a ct ive  '
co -operation  x<7lth the responsib le  ÍSÓ sub-committee. cont.

- . ' - - . • -
1 4 .3 .1 .1 .7 .  Standardization o f  concepts and terms used by the 

Joint Committee

D escr ip tion ; The Joint Committee w i l l  regu larly  review the d e f i ­
n it ions  o f  currently  used techn ica l and economic concepts and 
terms with a view to  f r ic i l i ta t in g  exchange o f  information on an 
international le v e l  during i t s  meetings and on other occas ion s .

Method o f  work; The co-ord inators , and/or team-leaders w i l l  • 
prepare, with the assistance o f  the secretariat ',  a íim ited  l i s t  
o f  basic  concepts and terms in the three o f f i c i a l  languages for  
each o f  the seminars convened by the Joint Committee, in order
to ease communication during the meeting and■to have'them, d i s -  ‘
cussed, approved and then disseminated within the framework o f
the Joint Committee, cont.

1̂ / Host country to be. decided.



Estiraa- Estima­
ted dura- ted t e r -  
t ion  ( in  mination 

yerars) year

1 4 .3 .1 с2. Wood harvesting and transport

1 4 .3 .1 .2 .1 .  Development and use o f  logging ra.nchinery

D escr ip tion ; The Joint Committe.e w i l l  keep under review trends 
and prospects in the development and use o f  logging machinery 
taking in to  account s p e c i f i c  cond itions  and c o s t /p r i c e  r e la t io n ­
ships so as to encóürage ra t ion a l logging .methods in f l a t ,  h i l l y  
and mountainous regions from the economic, ergonomic and env i­
ronmental points o f  view.

Method o f  work: Seminars on se lected  items w i l l  be held atT
intervals  o f  not more than 2 years: in 1983, in the German : 
Democratic Republic on s i l v i c u l t u r a l ,  te ch n o lo g ica l ,  economic 
and other problems connected vrith the mechanization o f  thinning 
operations,

1 4 .3 .1 ,2 .2 .  Maintenance o f  fo re s t  machinery

D escription  : The Joint Committee w i l l  promote the exchange o f
information on systems o f  maintenance o f  fo re s t  machinery, and 
further the ra t ion a l use o f  such mivchines.

Method o f  work: A  seminar on maintenance o f  f o r e s t  machinery
in large and sm a ll-sca le  operations vrill be held in 1931 in 
Sweden.

1 4 .3 .1 .2 .3 .  Location and methods o f  primary roundvrood conversion

D escr ip tion ; The Joint Com.mittee vrill determine optinur.i tech­
n ic a l ,  economic and organ izational so lu tions  in the f i e l d  o f  
primary roundwood conversion by revievring the lo c a t io n ,  mana-- 
gement and methods o f  roundvrood conversion.

Method o f  work; A spec ia l  d iscuss ion  w i l l  be or.gr.nized at the 
th irteenth  sess ion  o f  the Joint Committee, based on a report by 
a team o f  s p e c ia l i s t s .

1 4 .3 .1 .2 .4 .  Terrain c la s s i f i c a t i o n  from the wood harvesting 
point o f  vievr

D escr ip tion ; The Joint Committee vrill review studies on terra in  
c la s s i f i c a t i o n  and fo re s t  a c c e s s ib i l i t y ,  vrith a view to f a c i l i ­
tating in ternational comparisons on a c c e s s ib i l i t y  c f  fo re s t  
resou rces .

Method o f  утогк; A team o f  s p e c ia l i s t s  vrill prepare a report on 
ex is t in g  terra in  c la s s i f i c a t io n s  and those under preparation, 
including the vrork o f  the European Economic Community and IU F R O , 
to be submitted to  the th irteenth  session o f  the Joint Committee 
in 1980, vfhich vrill decide on further a ct ion .

cont.

1981

1900

1980



14 .3 .1 ,2o5 .  Comprotibility o f  harvesting methods and equipment 
with s i lv i c u l t u r e  and the environment

Estima- Estima­
ted dura- ted t e r -  
t ion  ( in  mination 

years) year

D escr ip tion : The Joint Committee w i l l  reviev; harvesting methods
and equipment and compare these v?ith the methods applied in s i l v i ­
cu lture so as to determine co m p a t ib i l i t ie s  and in co m p a t ib i l i t ie s ,  
taking into account environmental aspects .

Method o f  work: A preliminary d escr ip t ive  l i s t  o f  harvesting
methods and equipment w i l l  be prepared by a team o f  s p e c ia l i s t s  
from the point o f  viev? o f  co m p a t ib il ity  with s i lv i c u l t u r a l  methods 
and the environment fo r  submission to  the Joint Committee at i t s  
th irteenth  session in 1980, “when further act ion  w i l l  be decided.

1 4 .3 ,1 .2 .6 .  Harvesting o f  wood fo r  energy purposes

Description : The Joint Ccmmittee vrill review methods and equip­
ment su itab le  fo r  the production and harvesting o f  wood s p e c i f i ­
c a l ly  destined fo r  energy production , so as to determine the 
potentia l o f  the fo re s t  or spec ia l  p lantations to contribute econo­
m ica lly  to to ta l  energy supply.

Method o f  work; A report w i l l  be prepared by a team o f  s p e c ia l i s t s  
and submitted to the Joint Committee at i t s  th irteenth  session  in 
1980.

1980

1980

1 4 .3 .1 ,3 .  Human aspects o f  fo re s t  operations

1 4 .3 .1 .3 ,1 ,  Vocational train ing in  fo re s try

D escr ip tion : The Joint Committee w i l l  a s s is t  Governments in plan­
ning the ir  national vocationa l tra in ing p o l i c i e s  by keeping under 
review; developments and trends in vocationa l training in fo re s try  
to ra ise  the e f f i c i e n c y  o f  f o r e s t  operations and improve v/orking 
p ractices  with regard to sa fety  and health.

xdethod o f  work; A seminar w i l l  be organized every second year on 
a se le cted  problem: in i960 in Norway, on vocational training and 
extension serv ices  fo r  sm a ll-sca le  fo re s t  owners and farmers; in 
1982 (su b jec t  to confirm ation) in the United Kingdom, on the s e le c ­
t ion  o f  machine operators and assessment o f  their  s u i t a b i l i t y  fo r  
s p e c i f i c  jo b s :  in (year to be d ec id ed ) ,  in . . . .  1_/ on vocationa l 
training problems s p e c i f i c  to southern Europe. cont.

!_/ Host country to be decided.
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t io n  ( in  mination 
years) year

14 .3 .1  о3,2'. Report on vocat icn a l training systems

D e scr ip tion ; The Joint Committee w i l l  help Governments to review
their  national vocat icn a l tra in ing systems in -the. l ig h t  of- the  ........
la te s t  developments. ...........................................

Method o f  work; The ILO vrill rrepars -and c ir cu la te  a report
on the bas is  o f  returns from the 1977 enquiry; i t  w i l l  be updated
and supplemented in 1982. 3 1932

1 4 .3 .1 .3 .3 .  Ergonomic problems applied to fo res try

D e scr ip tion ; The Joint Committee w i l l  help Governments in  their  
national health and employment planning by keeping under review 
developments and trends in ergonomics applied to fo re s t r y ,  pro­
moting safer working hab its ,  preventing occupational in ju r ies  
and d isea ses ,  increasing v7ork performance and fo re s t  workers' 
s a t is fa c t io n  with their  jo b s .

Method o f  v7ork; A seminar or tra in ing  course vrill be organized 
every second ye.ar on a se le cted  problem in the f i e l d  o f  ergo­
nomics r.pplied to fo re s try  ( i . e .  1981, 1983, e t c . ) .  In 19S1, a 
seminar vrill be held on applied ergonomics and. sa fety  and health 
in highly mechanized logging operations ( in  co l la b o ra t io n  vrith 
lUFP.O) in Canada (su b je c t  to con firm ation ) .  cont.

1 4 .3 .1 .3 .4 .  Ergonomic problems re la ted  to chain savrs and 
brush saws

D e scr ip tion ; The Joint Ccramittee v.rill study'problems re la ted  ■
to chain savrs and brush saws to follovr m  the ^rork carried, out
in 1974-76 by the ad hoc group o f  experts o-n r.ois.e and-v ib ra -  ...............
t ion  in power saws; i t  v fill  study and improve working methods 
and recommend sa fety  r u le s ,  c o l l e c t  information on occupational 
d iseases , e s ta b lish  measurement methods and standards o f  hygiene.

Method o f  work: A team o f  s p e c ia l i s t s  w i l l  carry out th is  vrork
in c lo se  co l la b o ra t io n  vrith ILC and ISO and w i l l  submit a report
to the th irteenth  sess ion  o f  the Joint Committee. 2 1980

1 4 .3 .1 .3 .5 .  Vocational r e h a b i l i ta t io n  o f  fo re s t  workers

D escription  ; The Joint Committee v ii l l  provide Governments x^ith 
guidance in connexion x-rith their  serv ices  to r e h a b i l i ta te  in jured , 
disabled or o lder  fo r e s t  vrorkers.

Method o f  xrork; A team o f  s p e c ia l i s t s ,  with the co l la b o ra t io n  o f  
ILO, w i l l  c o l l e c t  information on p o s s i b i l i t i e s  and methods o f  
r e h a b i l i ta t io n  o f  in jured , d isabled  or o lder  fo re s t  vjorkers and 
submit i t  in the form o f  a report to  the seminar in 1981 on applied  
ergonomics and sa fe ty  and health  in  h igh ly  mechanized logg ing
operations (see  suh-section  14*З Л .З »3»).  2 1961



Estima- Estima­
ted dura- ted t e r -  
t ion  ( i n  mination 

years) year

14o3 .1 ,3 .6 .  Social problems o f  fo re s t  workers

D escription ; The Joint Committee w i l l  examine fo re s t  tforkers * 
so c ia l  status in comparison with that o f  other workers in the 
l ig h t  o f  s o c ia l  and economic developments that have occurred in 
various countries in recent years and o f  future trends, in order 
to assess the problems created  through the replacement o f  man by 
machine in fo r e s t r y ;  the n ecess ity  to absorb unemployed labour 
in rural areas; the s o c ia l  con d it ion  o f  migratory versus l o c a l l y  
resident labour, e t c .  This work aims at helping Governments 
so lve  recurring structural employment problems and those connec­
ted with the d i f f i c u l t y  c f  f ind ing  adequate labour in fo re s t r y .

Method o f  work; A seminar v / i l l  be organized, in co l la b o ra t io n  
with ILO and p oss ib ly  lüFRO, preceded by an enquiry and/or a 
preparatory meeting to  define  the scope o f  the sub ject  to be 
treated . 1982

1 4 ,3 .2 . U t i l iz a t io n  o f  t r o p ic a l  hardwoods

D escr ip tion ; The Committee w i l l  review the u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t r o ­
p ica l  hardwoods v?ith a view to  analysing natterns and trends in 
the demand fo r  these products and to  id en tify in g  opportun ities  
for  expanding trade with developing countries .

Method o f  work; The se cre ta r ia t  w i l l  explore with the secre ta ­
r ia ts  o f  UMCTxflD and FAO the poss 'ib iliticxs  fo r  co -operation  
between the Timber Committee, UNCTAD 'and FAQ'on the m'arkets -for 
t ro p ica l  timber and report  back to the Committee's th ir ty -e igh th  
session . cont.

14 .3 .3 . E ffe cts  o f  taxation  on fo re s t  management and wood, 
sunrly

D escr ip tion ; The Comraittee w i l l  review the e f f e c t s  o f  national 
taxation systems on fo re s t  man-agement and wood supply with a view 
to assessing how these systems a f f e c t  the supply/demand balance 
for  fo re s t  products in the .SCE region and the structure o f  in te r ­
national trade.

Method o f  work: The study undertaken fo r  the Joint FAG/ECE Forking
Party on Forest Economics and S t a t is t i c s  w i l l  be rev ised  and pu­
b lished .



14 .3 .4 . Economic and techn ica l developments in  the furn iture
industry

Estima- Estima­
ted dura- ted t e r -  
t ion  ( in  mination 

years) year

Description : The Committee w i l l  further the exchange o f  informa­
t ion  on economic and techn ica l developments in  the furniture  in ­
dustry, with a viexi to  assessing in quantitative  and q u a lita t iv e  
terms the use o f  fo re s t  products in that industry and the trends 
and prospects in the demand fo r  fo re s t  products fo r  that s e c to r .

Method o f  work: P oss ib le  further xxork to be decided upon by the
th ir ty -e ig h th  session  in the l ig h t  o f  the report o f  the symposium 
on economic and techn ica l developments in the furniture  industry. 1980

1 4 .3 .5 . Modernization in  the xxood-based panels industries

D escr ip tion ; The Committee xxill further the exchange and d is s e ­
mination o f  s c i e n t i f i c , tech n o log ica l and economic information 
on modernization in the wood-based panels industries .

Method o f  work: Л symposium on Wood-based panels in  the 1980s;
economic and techn ica l perspectives  w i l l  be held in  Finland in  
1980. The Committee's th ir ty -e ig h th  session  w i l l  decide upon 
future xxork in the l ig h t  o f  the resu lts  o f  the symposium.

1 4 .3 .6 . Review o f  progress made in the chemical processing o f  
wood (other than fo r  pulp and paner) and the poten tia l 
o f  th use o f  wood for  chemic 1 products

1980

D escription  ; In conjunction  with the Chemical Industries Com­
m ittee , the Committee xxill keep under reviexx, from the technica l 
and économie point o f  viexx, nrogress made in the chemical pro-,  
cessing o f  wood (other than fo r  pulp and paper) with a view to 
improving the u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  by-products o f  the xxood processing 
in d u str ies ,  and to  assessing p oten tia l  demand from the chemical 
industry fo r  wood raxx m ateria l,  as w èll as the e f f e c t  any increase 
would have on the supply/demand balccnce fo r  fo re s t  products in  the 
ECE region  and the a v a i la b i l i t y  o f  raw material fo r  tra d it io n a l  
wood-using ind u str ies .

Method o f  xxork; A spec ia l le c tu re  w i l l  be given to the Committee's 
th ir ty -e ig h th  sess ion , on the basis  o f  vxhich i t  w i l l  decide on 
further a c t io n .

WORK AREA 1 4 .4 : EMVIROHIÎENTAL .AÎ D RESOURCE CONSERVATIOH PROBLEMS

(A ll  the Committee's a c t i v i t i e s  in th is  work area xrill be 
carried  out in co -operation  xvith the Senior Advisers to ECE 
Governments on Environmental Problems).



14.4.1o Q uantification  and evaluation o f  the environmental 
ben e fits  o f  fo re s ts

Estima- Estima­
ted dura- tec: t e r -  
t ion  ( in  mination 

years) year

D escr ip tion ; The Joint FAO/ECE Forking Party on Forest Economics 
and S t a t is t i c s  w i l l  examine methods o f  quantifying and evaluating 
the environmental b en e f its  o f  f o re s ts  with a view to assessing 
fo r e s t s '  con tr ibution  to s o c ie ty ,  to ca lcu la t in g  compensation for  
the environmental s e rv ices  o f  f o re s ts  and to  froc il ita t in g  ccmpa- 
r isons  between countr ies .

Method o f  vrork; A d ra ft  enquiry on environmental and non-wood 
uses o f  fo re s ts  w i l l  be f in a l iz e d  a fte r  being reviewed by coun­
t r i e s .  Countries V7Í11 be in v ited  to  submit resu lts  o f  studies 
quantifying the b e n e f its  o f  non-x70od uses o f  fo re s ts  fo r  c o n s i ­
deration by the th irteenth  session  o f  the Forking Party, which
w i l l  decide on further v/ork in  th is  f i e l d .  P ro jec t  linked with 
p ro je c t  1 4 .5 .2 ,3 .

1 4 .4 .2 ,  Conservation o f  the f o r e s t  reigource: through the 
improved u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  f o r e s t  products and the 
reduction o f  waste

D escr ip tion ; The Committee w i l l  assess v/ays c f  conserving the 
fo re s t  resource by reducing the volume o f  fo re s try  and v/ood-v/orking 
residues and expanding the ir  use, by improving and r a t io n a liz in g -th e  
u t i l i z a t io n  o f  fo re s t  products, and by increasing th e ir  d u ra b il i ty  
through v7ood preservation .

Method o f  work; A symposium v 'i l l  be held in the USSR in 1982. Л.
preparatory meeting fo r  the s5?raposiura w i l l  take place in 1980 to
draw up proposals fo r  the scope, o b je c t iv e s  and programme.

14 .4 .3 , Energy aspects o f  the fo re s t  industries

D escr ip tion ; The Committee v / i l l  study energy use in fo re s t r y ,  
the v/ood-processing industries  and the use o f  fo re s t  products, 
with a view to id en tify in g  means to improve energy e f f i c i e n c y .

Method o f  work; The s e cre ta r ia t  w i l l  present to the Committee's 
th ir ty -e igh th  session proposals f o r  future work by the Committee 
in th is  f i e l d ,  prepared a fte r  consu lta tion  with the o f f i c e ­
holders and the members of the team o f  s p e c ia l is t s  convened under 
p ro je c t  1 4 ,5 ,3 .4 ,

1981

1932



Estima- Estima­
ted dura- ted t e r -  
t ion  ( in  mination 

years) year

WORK AREA 14.5; COLLECTION, EaCHAKGE ANT DISSEMINATION OF F3F0R- 
MATION, ШСШРШС IMPROVEMENT AND KARMONIZATIOK 
OF STATISTICS ( in  CO-OPERATIOM WITH FAO)

14 .5 .1 . Timber B u lle tin  fo r  Europe

Description ; The Committee w i l l  c o l l e c t  s t a t i s t i c s  on production, 
trade and p r ices  o f  fo re s t  products, with a view to providing 
Governments and the fo re s t  products sector  with data on the basis  
o f  V7hich to formulate p o l i c i e s  and make d e c is io n s .

Method o f  work: The se cre ta r ia t  w i l l  publish , twice a year, the
Timber B u lletin  fo r  Europe, containing quarterly s t a t i s t i c s  on 
production, trade and p r ices  o f  fo re s t  products, c o l le c te d  from 
Governments by means o f  quarterly  questionnaires . cont.

1 4 .5 ,2 .  Selected -problems o f  economics . and s t a t i s t i c s  o f
fo re s try  and fo re s t  products

This p r o je c t ,  together with p ro je c ts  1 4 .5 .3 . ,  1 4 .5 .4 .  and
14 .5 .5 .  (p a r t ) ,  is  covered by the a c t iv i t i o f .  c f  the Joint FAO/ECE 
Working Party on Forest Economics and S ta t is t ic s  which normally 
meets b ie n n ia l ly  (1981, 1983, e t c . ) .  I t  co -operates  v?ith the 
Conference o f  European Statistic ia .ns„

1 4 .5 .2 .1 .  Organization and p e r io d ic i ty  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  data 
c o l l e c t i o n  and dissemination

D escription  : The Working Party w i l l  review p e r io d ic a l ly  the
Committee's programme o f  c o l l e c t i o n  and dissemination o f  s t a t i s ­
t i c a l  data, to ensure that i t  corresponds with the needs o f  
Governments,

Method o f  work ; Periodic  reviews v?lll be undertaken by the 
Working Party, which v /i l l  formulate proposals fo r  improving the 
Committee's programme o f  c o l l e c t i o n  and dissemination o f  s t a t i s ­
t i c a l  date?. 7'7ith regard to  i t s  organ ization , method o f  c o l l e c t i o n ,  
p e r io d ic i t y ,  and the improvement o f  the .accuracy r?nd comparnbilitj? 
o f  data obtained from and used by Governments. cont.

1 4 .5 .2 .2 .  Conversion fa c tors

D escr ip t ion : The vkrklng Party w i l l  review the conversion fa c ­
tors  fo r  fo re s t  products app licab le  to individual cou n tr ies ,  in 
order to f a c i l i t a t e  in ternational comparison o f  y ie lds  and to 
ensure that the conversion fa c to rs  used by the se cre ta r ia t  in 
i t s  analyses r e f l e c t  current technology.

Method o f  work; The Working Party w i l l  review at fou r-year ly  
in terva ls  (1981, 1985, e t c . )  conversion fa c to rs  communicated by 
Governments in rep ly  to a questionnaire. co n t ,



1 4 .5 .2 .3 .  Forest resource analysis

D escr ip tion ; The Working Party w i l l  revievj methods o f  fo re s t  
inventory used by Governments and by the se cre ta r ia t  to ensure 
that a l l  parameters relevant to measuring actual productive po­
te n t ia l  o f  the fo r e s t ,  as well as parameters measuring change, 
both for  wood and non-wood b e n e f i t s ,  are taken into account and 
that the methods adopted correspond as c lo s e ly  as p oss ib le  to 
the needs o f  a l l  users.

Estima- Estima­
ted dura- ted te r -  
t io n  ( in  mination 

years) year

Method o f  work; Outlines o f  enquiries on fo re s t  resovircss for 
wood and f ib r e  production and on environment and. non-wood uses o f  
fo re s ts  (see  p ro je c t  1 4 .4 .1 . )  w i l l  be submitted to countries to 
ascertain  the a v a i la b i l i t y  o f  data and the form in xxhich they 
are a v a ila b le .  Draft enquiries w i l l  be prepared on the basis  
o f  cou n tr ies ' r e p l ie s  and submitted to the thirteenth session 
o f  the Working Party, be fore  being f in a l iz e d  and despatched to 
countr ies .

1 4 .5 .2 .4 .  Labour s t a t i s t i c s

D escr ip tion : The Working Party, in co -operation  with the Joint
FAO/ECE/ILO Committee on Forest Working Techniques and Training 
o f  Forest VJorkers, w i l l  study labour input, average vzage rates and 
earnings in fo re s t r y ,  xxith a viexx to providing mere data on cost  
trends and a basis  for  comparison o f  emplo}nnent and earnings.

Method o f  work; The study on fo re s try  labour s t a t i s t i c s  x̂’ i l l  be 
revised  a fte r  countries have been invited  to check, update and 
complete their  data. The f in a l  vers ion  o f  the study xxill be 
published in 1980. The th irteenth  session  o f  the "orking Party 
vxill consider re v is io n  o f  the study at regular in terva ls .

1 4 .5 .2 .5 .  U t i l iz a t io n  o f  fo re s t  products by end-use sectors

Description ; The Working Pixrty w i l l  c o l l e c t  information on the 
u t i l i z a t io n  o f  fo re s t  products by end-use sectors  and undertake 
analyses o f  u t i l i z a t io n  trends anc patterns xxhich xxill be submitted 
to the Timber Committee to form part o f  i t s  continuing analysis  o f  
medium- and long-term market developments, with a view to providing 
Governments with information necessary fo r  the e laboration  o f  their  
fo re s t  products u t i l i z a t i o n  p o l i c i e s .

Method o f  work ; End-use s t a t i s t i c s  w i l l  be c o l le c te d  p e r io d ic a l ly  
by means o f  enquiries and. analyses carried out by the " orking Party, 
which w i l l  consider at i t s  fourteenth session  r.pproprifte d irect ion s  
for  a c t i v i t i e s  in th is  f i e l d  .and methods o f  -work.

1954

1 9 8 1

1983



Estima- Estima­
ted dura- ted t e r -  
t io n  ( in  mination 

years) year

1 4 .5 .2 .6 .  Forest f i r e  s t a t i s t i c s

D e scr ip tion ; The Working Party w i l l  improve the .exchange,of,, 
information on fo re s t  f i r e s ,  their  causes and methods o f  
prevention and p rotect ion  and the costs  involved.

Method o f  work; The Working Party w i l l  reviev; the re su lts  o f  
an enquiry at i t s  th irteenth  session  and draw up proposals 
concerning the regular c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s t a t i s t i c s  in th is  f i e ld .

14 .5 .3 . Studies o f  se lected  economic огоЫетз

1981

1 4 .5 ,3 .1 .  Economic aspects c f  the fu l l e r  use o f  the fo re s t  biomass

D e scr ip tion ; The Working Party v /i l l  study the economic aspects o f
the f u l l e r  use o f  the f o r e s t  biomass with a view to determining the 
potentia l for  the fo re s t  resource to meet the demand fo r  raw mate­
r ia l  from the d i f fe r e n t  wood-using industries and consumption 
secto rs .

Method o f  v?ork ; A team o f  s p e c ia l is t s  w i l l  c o l l e c t  and review 
information in th is  f i e l d  and present a report to the th irteenth
session  o f  the Working Party.

14 .5 .3 .2 . Economic aspects o f  a f fo r e s ta t io n  and r e fo re s ta t io n

1981

D escription  ; The Working Party w i l l  study the economic aspects 
o f  a f fo r e s ta t io n  and r e fo r e s ta t io n  with the o b je c t  o f  comparing 
the e f f i c i e n c y  o f  d i f f e r e n t  methods and the r e la t iv e  costs  and 
returns in d i f fe r e n t  countries under d i f fe r e n t  con d it ion s .

Method o f  work; Taking account o f  the relevant i/ork o f  the
Joint FAO/ECE/ILO Committee on Forest ibrking Techniques and
Training o f  Forest VJorkers and co llabora t in g  where appropriate
(see p r o je c t  1 4 . 3 Л . 1 . 1 . ) ,  a team o f  s p e c ia l i s t s  w i l l  c o l l e c t
and review information cn the economics o f  a f fo r e s ta t io n  and
r e fo r e s ta t io n  and present a report to the th irteenth  session
o f  the Tbrking Party. 2

1 4 .5 .3 .3 .  Economic aspects o f  the introduction  o f  nev/ fo re s t  
machines .and equipment'

D escr ip tion ; The Working Party v/111 study the economic aspects 
o f  the introduction  o f  nev/ fo re s t  machines and equipment with the 
o b je c t  o f  assessin,g th e ir  p rodu ct iv ity  and return on investment 
in d i f fe r e n t  countries and under d i f fe re n t  oj/erating con d it ion s .

Method o f  work; Taking account o f  the relevant work o f  the 
Joint FAO/ECE/ILO Committee on Forest Working Techniques and 
Training o f  Forest Workers and co llabora t in g  where appropriate 
(see  p r o je c t  1 4 . 3 . 1 . 2 ,1 . ) ,  a team o f  s p e c ia l i s t s  w i l l  c o l l e c t  and 
review inforniation on the économies o f  introducing 'new machines and 
equipment into  fo re s t r y  and report to the fourteenth session  o f  the 
Working Party. 2

1981

1983



Estima- Estima­
ted dura- ted t e r -  
t ion  ( in  mination 

jrears) year

1 4 .5 .3 .4 .  Economic and s t a t i s t i c a l  studies on wood/energy 
o.uestions

D escr ip tion ; The Working Party w i l l  examine the generation o f  
energy from wood and energy consumption by the fo re s t  ind u str ies ,  
with a view to  assessing the e f f e c t s  o f  developments in the energy 
f i e ld  on the fo re s t  sector  and the contribution  o f  wood to national 
energy balances, thereby to provide Governments viith information 
needed fo r  po licy -form u lat ion  in th is  area.

Method o f  work: A team o f  s p e c ia l i s t s  w i l l  assess the a v a i la b i ­
l i t y  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  and other information on these subjects  as well 
as v7ork in hand at the national and international leve l  and formulate 
recommendations fo r  the Working Party at i t s  thirteenth sess ion . 2

1 4 .5 .4 .  Transfer o f  economic and s t a t i s t i c a l  methods and
experience in the fo re s t  and fo re s t  products sector

D escription  : The Working Party v / i l l  contribute  to the build ing
up o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  serv ices  in countries  inside and outs ide the ECE 
region  through the transfer  o f  know-how and experience in methods 
o f  data c o l l e c t i o n ,  assembly and dissemination in the fo re s t  and 
fo re s t  products s e c to r .

Method o f  work; A team o f  s p e c ia l i s t s  w i l l  draw up proposals for  
the consideration  o f  the Working P arty 's  th irteenth  sess ion . 2

1981

1981

1 4 .5 .5 .  Dissemination and, exchange o f  general information 
and experience

D escr ip tion ; The Committee w i l l  further the dissemination and 
exchange o f  information and experience on se lected  themes within 
i t s  area o f  competence, by dissemination o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  and 
other information on cou n tr ies ' fo re s try  and fo re s t  products 
sec to r ,  and by organizing annual study tours at the in v ita t io n  
o f  the countries concerned with a view to making ava ilab le  to 
Governments and the fo re s t  products sector  experience gained in 
individual countries .

Method o f  work; A study tour ?will be held in the USA in 1981.
Country fo re s t  and fo re s t  products p r o f i le s  w’ i l l  be prepared by the 
s e cre ta r ia t ,  in co l la b o ra t io n  with the Governments o f  countries 
concerned, and published at f i v e -  to six-yearl}? in te rv a ls .  cont.
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