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Introduction

1.. The Timber Committee held its thirty-seventh segsion at Geneva frem 15 to
19 October 1979. The session wag attended by representatives from the following
ECE countries: Austria; Belgium; Bulgaria; Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic;
(anada; Cmecdmslovakias Finland; France; German Democratic Republic; Germany, '
Federal Republic of; Hungary; Ireland; Italy; Netherlands; Norways; Poland; Portugal;
Romania; Spaing Sweden; Switzerland; Turkey; Ukranian Soviet Socialist Republics

" Union of Soviet Socialist Republicsz; United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northemm

Ireland; United States of America; Yugoslavia. 1/

2, The following country participated under article XI of the Commission's terms
of reference: Japan.

3, The following United Nations and specialized agencies were represented:
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD); International Labour
Organization (IL0O); Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FA0).

4. The following intergovernmental organization participated: the European
Economic Community (EEC).

5. The following non-governmental organizations were represented: Buropean
Confederation of Agriculture (CEA); Intemational Organization for Standardization
(ISO); Organization of Furopean Sawmilling Industries (OES); Tropical Timber
Traders' Union of the European Economic Community (UCBT).

6. The Committee paid homage to the memory of Mr. E. Glesinger, one of the
founders of the Committee and long-time Director of the ECE/FAO Timber Division,
later Director of the FAO Forest and Forest Industries Division and Assistant
Director-General of FAD, and to *the memory of Mr, J. Bakker, former Vice-Chairman
of the Committee and for many years a delegate of the Netherlands to the Committee.

Adoption of the agenda (Item 1 of the agenda)

7. The provisional agenda (ECE/TIM/lA), presented by the secretariat, was adopted.

Election of officers (Item 2 of the agenda)

8, The Committee re-elected Mr. V.P. Nemtsov (USSR) Chairman, and Mr. A, Froncillo
(Italy) and Mr. D. Hair (United States of America), Vice-Chairmen.

Matter§ arising out of the thirtnyourth segsion of the Commission (Item 3 of the
agenda

9. The Committee was informed of the Commission's discussion of its work and. took
note of the resolution and decisions of the Commission, on the basis of TIM/R.48.
The Committee agreed to take account of these discussions, resolutions and decisions
in its session and notably when deciding on its programme of work.

Further information about participationtmey beyobtained from the secretariat:
Timber Section, ECE/FAO Agriculture and Timber Divigion, Palaig des Nations,
CH-1211 Geneva 10. '
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10. The Committee regretted that it was no longer possible for the United Nations
to issue bthe proceedings of seminars and symposia held under ECE auspices, although
it noted that such proceedings were ofton published by the host country or by a
commercial publishing house. The Committee wag also informed that the Joint
FAO/ECE/ILO Committee on Forest Working Techniques and Training of Porest Workers
had been invited by the FAO European Forestry Commission to draw up proposals fer
improving the transfer of the Joint Committee's work to developing countries. The
Joint Committee's Steering Committee, in a vreliminary examination of the problem,
had concluded that a first step in this direction would be to set up a unified
system of publishing the technical information made avallable at its meetings and
through the work of its teams of gpecialists.

Activities of other internaticnal bodies relevant to the work of the Committee ( Ttem
4 of the agenda)

11. The Committee was informed that the FAO Furcopean Forestry Commission had met

in Rome from 24 to 28 September 1979. Among other things, the Commission had
recommended the reactivation of "Silva Mediterranea', a suggestion which the
Committee would discuss when reviewing the results of the ad hoc meeting on South
Buropean countries' prospects and policies in the forestry and forest industry sector,
to be discussed under item 6(e) of the agenda. The Committee was infommed that the
FAO Advisory Committee on Wood-bagsed Panel Products would meet in April 1980, that
the fifth session of the Committee on Forestry would take place in May 1980 and

that the Advisory Committee on Pulp and Paper would also meet in May 1980.

12. The representative of UNCTAD informed the Committee that the fifth preparatory
meeting on tropical timber, originally scheduled for June 1979, had been postponed
to 22 to 26 October 1979. The Coumittee noted that among the main issues to be
discussed at the prevaratory meeting would be the need for improved market intel-
ligence for tropical timber and for regular consultation between producing and
consuming countries. The Committee suggested that it could usefully co-operate

© with UNCTAD and FAO in these fields and requested the secretariat to explore this
matter further with UNCTAD and FAO and o transmit to the preparatory meeting

its suggestion that a joint UNCTAD/Timber Commititee session be organized for an
in-depth review of the fropical timber market, in which both producers and consumers
could participate.

13. The Committee was informed of the activities of the Eurovean Economic Community
(EEC) in the field cf forestry and forest industries, and notably of its work on
some main principles and objectives of forest policy common to mewber states, on

the special problems of Mediterranean forestry, of regulations being promulgated

to pretect Luropean forests from the risks of introduction of cak wilt disease

which was present in several states of the USA, and of various research studies
carried out by the EEC. The Committee was also informed that a congress was being
organized in 1980 undexr the auspices of EEC on the production of biomass for

energy.

14. The Committee was informed of the activities in the field of forestry of the
EBuropean Confederation of Agriculture (CEA) which represented vprivate forest

ownerg. The Committee ncted that several of the CEA's major precccupations, notably
the influence of taxes on forest production, the effect of rising production costs
and the necesgity for further research, were directly linked to some of its own '
projects. The Committee noted with pleastre that its own work had been useful to
the CEA and hoped that there would be further co-operation between the two bodies.
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Twelfth session of the Joint. FAO/ECE Working Party on Forest Economics and
Statistics (Item,5 of the agenda)

15. The Chairman of the Working Party, Mr. E. Clicheroux (Belgium) presented the
report of the twelfth session (TIN/EFC/WP.Z/S) held from 2-6 July 1979, which was
approved by the Committee. He drew attention to the Working Party's recommenda-
tions on forest resource assessment, labour statistics, faxation, classification
of forest products, surveys of 1ndustry capacity, conversion factors and forest
fire gstatistics. He mentioned that in preparing its recommendation on the future
programme, the Working Party had included a number of items which because of the
limitations of resources may have tc be postponed. The Committee agreed to
re—examine this matter under item 10 of the agenda.

16, On the specific question of the conversion from other measurement systems to
the metric system, the Canadian and United States delegations accepted the Working
Party's invitation to advise on suitable factors for conversion of board foot
measure of sawnwood to metric measure.

17. The Committee welcomed the introduction of more economic studies into the
Working Party's programme. The Committee stressed, however, the importance of
avoiding duplication of effort and recommended that, whenever approprlate, the
Working Party should act in close collaboration with the Joint FAO/BCE/ILO
Committee on Forest Working Technicues and Training of Forest Workers. The
possibility of duplication of effort existed particularly in the field of labour
productivity (prOJeot 14¢5.2.54 ), of economic assessment of afforestation and
reforestation (Urogect 14.5.%.2. ) and of economic aspects of the 1ntroductlon »
of new forest machines and equipment (Drogecu 14.5.%.3. ) ’

Review of Timber Committee activitieg between the thirty-sixth and thirty-seventh
sessions (Item 6 of the agenda)

(a) Seminar on energy aspects of the forest industries

18, The Committee was informed of the results of the seminar on energy aspects

of the forest industries, which had taken place in Udine, at the 1nv1tatlon of the
Government of Italy, from 13 to 17 November 1978 and endorsed the seminar's report
(TIM/SEM //2) The seminar, under the Chairmarship of Mr. G. Giordano (Italy),
had examined energy use by the forest sector and the use of wood as a source of
energy,; as well as questions of -research, environment and legislation. The
seminar had stressed the special position of the forest and forest industries
sector, whose source of raw material was also a renewable source of energy, and
consrdered that the sector would be able to adapt itselfl to a situation marked

by higher prices for energy. The seminar had also drawn attention to the
unsatisfactory situation as regards the availability and quallty of data on wood/
energy questions.

19. The Committee drew the seminar's recommendations, conclusions and discussions,
as well as the relevant papers, to the attention of the Economic Commission for
Europe and its appropriate subsidiary bodies, notably the Senior Advisors to

ECE Governments on Energy, who were to meet from 29 October to 1 November 1979.

The Committee also endorsed the seminar's recommendations that Governments "agsess
the situation at the national level asg regards energy consumption by the forest
industries and energy derived from from wood" and "take into account in their
legislation and regulations the specific characteristics of the forest industries,
notably the fact that vood, 880601allj wood residues, may be a2 viable source of
energy" (cf. TIM/SEM. 7/2, para. 39, recommendations B(8) and (9)),
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20. The Committee noted with pleasure that, in accordance with the seminar's
recommendations, the Medium=~term Survey of Trends for Pulpwood and Other Roundwood
had paid special atiention to the generation of energy from wood (see paras 46-49
below). The Committee also noted that the Joint FAO/ECE Working Party on Forest
Economics and Statistics had conducted a preliminary examination of the availability
of statistics on energy consumption by the forest industries and on energy derived
from wood; and endorsed the Working Party's proposal "to convene a team of
specialists (to look into these questions in greater detail) and make recommenda-
tions to the Working Party at its session in 1981 for the collection of data and
any other work it considered the Working Party should undertake in the energy field"
(cf. TIM/EFC/WP.2/8, paras 55-57).

21. The Committee also noted that the pavers pregented to the seminar were being
published by Pergamon Press, Oxford (United Kingdom) and should be available by the
end of 1979. :

22, The Committee expressed its appreciation to the Government of Italy for
acting as host to the seminar and for the generous hospitality extended to
participants during the seminar itself and during the study visits which had been
arranged in conjunction with it.

(b) Seminar on the utilization of tropical hardwoods

2%, The Committee was informed cf the results of the seminar, held in Amsterdam
from 15 to 18 May 1979 at the invitation of the Government of the Netherlands, on
the basis of the seminar's report (TIM/SEM.8/2), introduced by its Chairman,

Mr, J.N, van de Stadt (Netherlands). The Committee expressed deep appreciation

to the Government of the Netherlands for the excellent organization of the seminar,
including a one-day study visit to timber trade and industry enterprises as well as
to- housing developments and other examples of the use of tropical wood.

24, The Committee agreed that continuity of supvly was a mattsr of concern to
all those using tropical-hardwoods. The Colmdtdes welvomed the active
participation in the seminar of represcatativeg of producors/exporters, importers
and users of tropical hardwoods, as well as researchers. .

25. The Committee agreed to continue to attach high priority to questions of 7
tropical timber, and particulsrly to monitoring the changing patterns of markets
and utilization, notably by means of its annual review of tropical hardwood
markets. Tu the light of the results of the seminar, it considered that its
suggestion in para. 12 above regarding possible collaboration with UNCTAD and FAO
would also be a practical means of providing a useful sexvice to the tropical
hardwood sector.

(c) Symposium on the effects of air-borne pollution on vegetation

26, The Committee was informed by the Chairman, Mr. W. MichajZow (Poland) of the
results of the symposium on the effects of air-borme pollution on vegetation, whith
had taken place in Warsaw, at the invitation of the Government of Poland from

20-24 August 1979 under the joint auspices of the Timber Committee and the
Committee on Agricultural Problems and in co~operation with the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Senior Advisers to BCE Governments on
Ernvironmental Problems. The symposium was preceded by a study tour from

17 to 19 August in Pulawy5 Upper Silesia and Cracow. The Committee endorsed

the symposium's report (AGRI/SEM,8/2; TIM/SEM.9/2).
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27. The Committee agreed that the symposium had made a useful contribution
towards achieving the objectives of improving man's understanding of the complex
processes involved in air pollution damage to vegetation and of developing satis-
factory methods »f economic evaluation nnd effective monitoring systems, all.of
which were essential for the drawving up of legislation and regulations to reduce
the damage.

28, The Committee drew the symposium's conclusions and recommendations to the
attention of ECE and agreed that they would be useful for the implementation of
the Draft Convention on Long-Range Trans=Boundary Air Pollution which will be
presented for formal adoption to the High-~level Meeting within the framework of
ECE on the Protection of the Environment, scheduled for 1% to 16 November 1979,
especially with regard to the provisions in the Draft Convention mn resgarch
and development, exchange of information and the monitoring and evaluation of aix
pollution. The Committee also drew the symposium's recommendations to the attention
of Governments and interested international organizations, notably UNEP, in the
context of the Global Environment Monitoring System (GEMS) and IUFRO, esp901a11y
its subject group S$2.09.

29, The Commlttee expressed its appreciation af the fact that the Polish Government
intended to publish in early 1980 the papers presemted to the symposium.

%0. The Committee warmly thanked the Government of Poland for acting as host to the
sympogium and study tour, for the excellent organization and the generous hospitality
extended to participants. The Committee also expressed its gratitude to UNEP which
had promised to contribute up to $30,000 towards the costs of the gymposium.

(d) Study tour in the USSR

51. The Committee was informed of the study tour in the USSR which was held from

2 to 14 September 1979. Sixty-seven participants from nineteen countries took part
and visited forest and forest industry enterprlses in and around Mogcow and in
Siberia, with s*e01a1 emphasis on organigzation of work at logging sites, transport
of products and operations in primary conversion centres. They also vigited the
International Timber Industry Bouipment Exhibition (Lesdrevmash '79) and the
Research Ingtitute for Silviculture and Mechanization of Forest Work.

32, The Committee warmly thanked the Government of the USSR for a particularly
interesting study tour and alsc for the generous and friendly hospitality extended
to the participants.

(e) Ad hoc meeting on South Buropean countries' prospects and policies in the
forestry and forest industry sector

3%, The Committee examined the report of the ad hoc meeting (TIM/EFC/AC.1/2),
introduced by the secretariat on behalf of the Chairman, Mr, M, Ferreirinha -~
(Portugal) The meeting had been held in Lisbon (Portugal), from 19 to 21 Sewtember
1979 in co~-operation with the FAO European Forestry Commission, which had discussed
the meeting's results at its nineteenth session on 24-28 September 1979.
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34. The Coumittee considered that the meeting had successfully achieved its
objectives which had been to provide countries in the Mediterranean region with
the opportunity to review trends, to identify coumon problem areas and to formulate
mecommendatiohs on appropriate courses of action at the national and international
level.,

35. The Committee approved the report of the meeting, including its proposals for
future action. It noted that the European Forestry Commission had supported the
meeting's recommendation to reactivate the AFC/BEFC/NEFC Committee on Mediterranean
Forestry questions - "Silva Mediterranea" and had made its ovm proposals to FAO

ag to the constitutional form in which' it should carxry out its activities. The
Committee also supported the meeting's recommendation concerning "Silva
Mediterranea" and agreed that it should seek to be closely associated with the
future activities of that body.as part of its continuing co-operation wlth the
-European Forestry: Commission,

36, At the same time, the Committee noted that a number of the meeting's
recommendations fell within its own area of competence and agreed that informal
meetings of specialists should be convened periodically, at which specific topics

of interest to Mediterwranean countries could be examined. The first such meeting
should deal with problems related to the production and marketing of products of
specific interest to Mediterranean forestry, including cork and resin. It requested
the secretariat to discuss the organization of the meeting with possible host |
countries. It agreed to give further consideration to this matter and to the

ad hoc meeting's other proposals at its thirty-eighth session in the light of
developments with regard to "Silva Mediterranea',

37. The Committee expressed its deep appreciation to the Government of Portugal
for the excellent arrangements made for the ad hoc meeting, including the two-day
study tour which had preceded it.

'(f) Standardization of stress grading,ahd finger-jointing of coniferous sawn
timber

38. The Committee was informed of developments as regards stress grading and 7
finger-jointing of coniferous sawn timber on the basis of TIM/R.49 and on anoral
report by Mr. W.E. Townsley (Canada), Chairman of the informal teams.

9. The Committee noted that the meeting of the informal teams scheduled for
April 1979 had had to be postponed, because of changes in personnel in the sub-
group charged with formulating proposals for guality control programmes and
mavrking gysteuss The sub-group had been re-activated, however, under the leader-
ship of Mr. B. Norén (Sweden) and the Committee agreed that the informal teams
should meet in March/April 1980, with the following agenda:

i (a)‘Evaluation of progress made by countries in applying the recommended
standards on stress grading and finger-jointing of coniferous sawn
- timbers

(b) Review of progress by the above-mentioned sub-—-group and proposals for
further works

(c¢) Discussion of draft of paper on ¢uality marks, standardization and harmoni-
zation of finger-jointed timber to be presented to the seminar on the
production, marketing and use of finger-jointed sawnwood, Norway,

September 1980 (see paras 89-90 below);
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(4) Review of the situation with regard to the project to reduce the number
of standard dimensiong of sawnmwood entering international trade and
formulation of .proposals. for possible further action. .

40, The Committee was 1nformed that several of the members of the informal teanms,.
including Mr. W, Townsley the Committes's standardization co-crdinatcr, Mr, F. Palmer-
(Unlted Kingdom) and the sccretariatly, had met the Chairman.and secretariat of-

IS0 TC 55 during the Committee's study tour in the USSR, The Committee repeated

the importance it attached to continuing and improving co-operation with ISO TC 55, -
notably by the exchange of all relevant documents and by varticipation of each
organization in the other's meetings, A representative of ISO sghould be dnvited -

to the meeting of the informal teams in 1980, and Mr., W. Townsley, with the secretariat,
was requested to ensure that the Timber Committee was represented at fulure meetings
of IS0 TC 55.

41. It was pointed out by the representative of ISO that in technical matters ISO
technical committees take into congideration recommendations from other organiza-—
tions in liaison, but that de0181on5azz*made on the basis of consensus of all
members, It followed therefore that if UN/ECE governments wish to influence
decisions made in ISO technical committees, it would be useful if they could

make known their views through their own national standards institutions (ISO member
bodles) for cons1aeratlon by the approprlate ISO technical committee.

42. The Committee requested those countrles which had notv yet done so to report
to the secretariat on progress in incorporating the provisions of the recommended
standards into their own standards, on difficulties encountered and experience
gained in appiyving the standards (cf. BCE/TIM/13, para. 33). Reports should reach
the secretariat by 15 February 1980 so that they may be Hresented to the meeting
of the informal teams.

43, The Committee welcomed the close co-operation between the informal teams and
the organizers of the seminar on production, marketing and uses of finger-jointed
sawnwvood, and endorsed the suggestion thet the informal teams should prepare a
paper on quality marks, standardization and harmonization for presentation at the
seminar. '

44, The Committee was informed that there was at present no unified body .of
opinion in favour of drawing up intemmationally standardized rules for stress
grading of small-section timber. In the circumstances, further work on this
subject should not be undertsken until a clear need for it had been identified.

45, The Committee recognized that there were also differences of opinion on the
question of reducing the number of standard dimensions of sawnwood entering
international trade. Tt asked Mr. W. Townsley %o request representatives of
producers, traders and consumers of sawn softwood to prepare papers on the
economic advantages or disadvantages which could arise from such a reduction, If
any work were to be undertaken to reduce the number of standard dimensions, it
should teke into account IS 3179 and any changes to that standard which might be
proposed in the framewoxk of IS0 TC 55,
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Market trends and prospects (Item 7 of the agenda)

(a) Medium-term suxrvey of trends for pulpwood and other roundwood

46. The Committee was presented with the results of the Medium~term Survey of
Trends for Pulpwood and Other Roundwood, which was being issued as Supplement 9

to Volume XXXI of the Timber Bulletin for Burope. The survey reviewed not only
trends in consumption, supply, trade and priceg of pulpwood and miscellaneous
roundwood but also production and supply of roundwood as a whole, and trends in

the generation of energy from wood. It also compared developments up to 1977

with the forecasts of European Timber Trends and Prospects, 1950 to 2000 (BETTS III).
Among the major conclusgions of the survey, which reviewed the period from 1970 to
1977, were the following: :

-~ wood residues, chips and particles had taken a growing share of pulpwood
consumption and trade in all regions;

-~ there had been changes in the patbtermn of world pulpwood trade, with
intra~Nordic trade and EEC net imports losing in importance; intra-EEC
trade and Japanese iwmports, notably from outside the ECE region, grew;

- consunption of the products of pulpwood in the late 1970s was well
below the ETTS ITT forecast trend. On the supply side, this shortfall
was concentrated on European removals, while the three other elements
of supply of raw material to the European pulp, paper and panels
industries -~ transfer of industrial regidues, waste paper recycling
and net imports - were all at approximately the levels forecast;

~ about one quarter of the volume of wood removed in the ECE region is
ultimately used as a source of energy, showing that the generation of
energy remains a major use for wood.

4T+ The Committee took note of the sgtudy's findings, for which it expressed
general support, and reaffirmed the importance of examining periodically, in
greater detail than was possible in its annual market reviews, the trends in
particular sectors. The comparison of recorded trends with forecasts was an
essential part of the Committee's regular monitoring of long-term trends and
prospects in the forest gector.

48, The Committee also welcomed the fact that the survey had examined the
situation as regards the generation of energy from wood, as recommended by the
seminar on enexrgy aspects of the forest industries.

44, The Committee expressed its appreciation to the secretariat for the interes-
ting study, '
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(b) Developments in 1979 aqd_prosp cts _for 1980

50. The Commitiee heard a brief statemen’t from ecach delegation on recent
developments in their country's econcmy and in vhe msin forest products markets,
which uupplementcd countries’ writben gtatements, The Committee took note,

during its discussions, of the Annual Forest PPOdQCbS Maxket Review . (Supblement 1
to Volume XXXIT of the Timper ﬁu*leul% for LL?OLC/ prepared by the secretariat, and
of the brief comments on recent develomment in the .RTAOL made by the secretariat
in TIM/RJSO. It drew up tables of countries' estimates for 1979 and 1980 of
domestic requiremenss, production, immoris and exports uf gawn zoftwood, coniferous
logs, hardwood logs and sewnwood, particle board, plywood, fibreboard and pulpwood.
A summary table is presented in Annex 1.

Background

51. A major feature of the Buropean market for forest products over the year since
wid-1978 has been the marked increases in prices for a number of products, including
sawn softwood, plywcod, wmany haxdwoods, notably ock and imports from south-east _
Agia, and woodpulp° This was accompanied by more active forward buying by importers
whose end-1978 stocks had reached low levels. . In several exporting countries,
sawmills! and pulpmille! stocks of'pxodu i3 and raw materials were much reduced
during 1979, the latter paxrtly ns a result of supply difficulties caused by the
severe weather in winter and spring of 1978/79.

o

52. Concern on the part ¢f importers and consumers to cover their forward v
requirements, when stocks were low on a rising market, seems to have been a more
important factor in toe Lirmess Ol Lre marw chta. wny narked uptum in read
consumption ir Burcpe- Some 'modest g o>wih in the latter in 1979 is, nevertheless,
expected for wost of tne proaicits uear. wila vy wne Comsifttee, as shown in the
estimates presented by countries. This growth is related to over-all economic
expansion in Burope which. apart from a temporary fall back caused by the winter
conditiong, has been contimuing at a rate nct very different from that in 1978.

A few countries, including those benefiting from the urturn in exports of forest
products, expect a hLQLeT growth in Grogs Domestic Product in 1979 than in 1978.

d in many European countries to the
mand for forest products used in

he growing importance of renvvation
and maintenance wo$A, ¢nolualwp‘“io-1i ~yourgelf" and a higher percentage of low—rlse
and one family houses. Dwelling starts in the United States, after remaining at a
high level up to the spring of 1979, have more recently tended to decline. The
United States economy also has grown et an appreciably slower rate in 1979 than in
the two previous years, and there szve expertations of a small decline in the winter
and spring of 1Q79/80 foliowed by an uptum later in 1)30
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54. The economic outlook for 1980 in the United States, however, as well
elsewhere is unusually difficult to predict because of developments arising from
the sharp rise in the price of o0il and concern about adeguacy of its supplies in
1979 and beyond. Inflationary. pressures, which had tended <o ease in 1978, are
now reappearing, and in many countries governmente have Ziven priority to counter-
inflaetionary measuzes, notably by tightening the roney supply by raising interest
rates, and in some by Teducvng public gpendd In France, however, the Government
has recently taken messures to suppont co sion activity. It ig difficult to
predict the net impact of these develovments on the economies during the remainder
of 1979 and in 1980, and even less clear bow the demand for forest products will be
affected.
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55. Consideration was given, also, to the impact of inflationary cost treﬁdé and
currency fluctuations influencing the current rising price development.

56. Hence, the Committee stressed the need, when reviewing the outlook presented
below for individual products to take into account the prevailing uncertainties.
Against this cautious attitude towards the prospects for the short- term, however,
the Committee considered that looking further ahead, there are a number of positive
implications arising from the energy situation for the mechanical forest products
sector, because of the energy conservation possibilities in their production and
use.

Sawn softwood and coniferoug logs

57. Domestic requirements of sewn softwood in Burope in 1979 are estimated to

reach 76.9 million m5, an expansion of 2.% million m> or 2% cver 1978. Since the
bottom of the cycle in 1975, there has been an increase in each subsequent year

and the 1979 estimated volume will be the second highest after the exceptional level
of 1973. Compared with 1978, production, imports and exports are estimated to rise
by 4%, 43% and 0.4% respectively to 70.2 million m3 28.2 million m> and 28.7
million m3 (1nclud1ng those of the USSR) in 1979. In 1980, a further slight
increase in Europe's production is forecagst. Domestic requirements, on the other
hand, are expected to fall back slightly and imports and exports to fall to Just
below the 1978 levels.

58, Growth in trade in 1979 is-resulting in-en.increase in gstocks.in the ioporting
countriesand a oorrespundlng decline to low lcvcls in-soune: of~the -mainrexporting
countries. The forecast decline of 1.8 million m? (6%) in imports in 1980 reflects
the concern in most importing countries to reduce stocks, the cost of holdlng which
has been aggravated by the strong rise in interest rates.

59. Following the appreciable rige irn prices during the 1979 selling season, the
market for 1960 has opened relatively early with continued fizmness. Producers

have been faced with mounting production costs, notably for energy and labour, while
higher freight rates are also adding to the c.i.f. cogt of imports. While producers
are concerned to cover their rising costs, importers and wholesalers anticipate
problems in passing on the higher prices to consumers in the continued difficult
reselling conditions they foresee for next year.

60. Several exporting countries revorted increasing sales of sawn goftwood to ‘
countries outside Europe, notably some in the oil-exporting regions, where there
is a growlng interest in the use of wood,

1. Production and exports of sawn softwood in Europe (excluding the USSR) in 1979
are predicted to reach levels only once before surpassed, in 1973, This achievement
will be particularly due to the high levels of production and exports in Finland and
Austria.

62. TUnited States requirements and imports of sawm softwood in 1979 are forecast
to drop in 1978 by 6% and 5% respectively, to 91.8 million md and 26.7 million m)
with further declines of a similar order in 1980, This trend is related to the
expected drop in dwelling starts, which will be partly offset by the repairs and
renovation maxket. Some increases in North American exports are foreseen in the
Buropean and other offshore markets, where sales have been stimulated by the lower
value of the dollar in relation to most major currencies.
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63. For coniferous logs, the Committee foresees an increase of some 5% for
Europe's domestic requirements in 1979 to 120,9 million m”, a similar expansion

in production, but a 6% drop in imports and a 3% drop for exports, In 1980

a further smaller increase was forecast for domestic requirements and production,
with a fall in imports and exports of some 3%. Finland and Sweden account for

4.2 million m” out of the estimated Buropean increase of 5.4 million m? in domestic
requirements between 1978 and 1980,

Hardwoods

64. In 1979 the Buropean markets for sawn hardwood and hardwood logs are showing
a similar trend,. Domestic requirements and production of both are forecast to
increase modegtly, and imports by 2% and 3% respectively; for exports a small
drop 1ls expected.

65. Domestic requirements of sawn hardwood are forecast to rise by 12% in 1979
in the United Stateg, and an increase of a similar order is expected for
production but a decline in exports., With regard to hardwood logs, the expected
increase of exports by the United States from 0.5 million m’ in 1978 to

0.6 million m”? in 1979 is noteworthy,

66, The expansion of the European market in volume terms may not fully reflect
the strong underlying trend which was evident in the price rises of a variety

of assortments. Given the characteristically wide range of species and gqualities
of the hardwood trade, these price increases together with high interest rates
and tight credit conditions are a cause of concern for stock holders. It was
also suggested that the high price of a number of hardwoods might have a

negative effect on demand for them, A special feature of the market has been

the increasing volume of imports from the United States. In this connexion, the
problem of the oak wilt disease in the United States was referred to and the
associated problem of the possible transmission of this disecage through impoxrted
oak to Buropean oak forests. At the present time there is intensive regearch and
discussion under way to modify the existing phytosanitary directive of the
Buropean Economic Community in a way which will protect European oak forests and
at the same time not impose unreasonable burdens on the long-established trade in
oak logs and sawnwood. . :

67. In the United States, there was particularly strong demend for hardwood, for
pallets, for the fumiture industry and for sleevers.

68. For 1980, a- further moderate increasc is forecast for Europe's domestic
requirements and production of sawn hardwood, and a small drop for imports and
exports.. Similar trends are forecast for logs, except for exports which are
expected to increase modestly.

69. The United States forecasts a drop in domestic requirements, production and -
imports in 1980, compared with the high 1979 levels. Its exports of both hardwood
logs and sawnwood should remain at their 1979 level.
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Wood~based panels

70. Further growth is foreseen in the Buropean markets for wood-based panels in
1979 and 1980, but the rates of growth will continue to be well below those
recorded in the years up to 1973 and vary between the different panels. Burope's
domestic requirements of particle board plywood and fibreboard in 1980 are
estimated to reach in aggregate 34.3 million mB, or 1.5 million md (4—7) more
than in 1978. The Committee noted, however, that in the case of particle board,
countries' expectations of produotion growth were rather more optimistic than for
requirements, and that this was probably a reflection of the continued existence
of surplus capacity in several parts of the region. Nevertheless, it does

appear that the acute over-capacity. in particle board as well as for other panels
in the years immediately following 1973 is gradually being absorbed, partly by
growth in the market, partly by the closure of a number of mills.

71. As for sawn softwood, wood-based panels producers have been faced with
mounting production costs, notably for energy and labour, while higher freight
rates are algo adding to the c.i.f. cogt of imports.

72, Burope's requirements, production and iwmports of plywood, after rising
slightly in 1979, are forecast to decline again in 1980 to around the 1978 levels.
On the other hand, while growth in the market for fibreboard has largely been
confined to eastern Buropean countries 1n recent years, congumption of this

product is expected to rise by 490,000 mJ to 4,85 million m? in 1979, with a further
increase in 1980. Some countries indicated that the continued downward trend of
untreated insulating board was being increasingly offset by expanded use of bitumen-—
impregnated insulating board.

73. It was noted that the maxrkets for waferboard and MDF (medium—density
fibreboard) have increased appreciably in North America in recent years, but that
sales in Europe are up to the present not large. B

Pulpwood

74. In 1979, the pulp and paper sector in Furope and North America has been
generally characterized by strong demand, production higher than in 1978 and high
capacity utilization ratios for most products. Pulp stocks at all stages of the
chain of distribution are at or below normal levels and pulp prices have risen
rather strongly. Demand for pulpwood has increased in line with these developments
The Committeeestimated that Buronean domestic requirements, which were o
153 million m3 in 1978 would rise by nearly 9% to over 166 million mo in 1979, In
the United States of America domestic requirements were also forecast to rise

in 1979, by 25% to 180 million m7 Between 1978 and 1979 strong increases in
domestic requirements for pulpwood were forecast for Sweden (+15% to 38 million m5)
and Finland (+20% to 34 million m? including bark), Furopean domestic supply,
which accounted for 94% of redquirements in 1978, is also forecast to rise by 12%
to 162 million wd in 1979, and domestic supply in the United States of America

to 185 million mo (+4%).
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5. In some countries, harvesting of pulpwood (and other assortments), was hampered
by severe condltlons in the winter and spfing of 1978/79 Thesé and other supply
factors of an economic and institutional nature along with the high level of demand
from the pulp industry,. reduced pulpwood stocks Ho low levels and caused pulpwood
prices to rise in a number of countries. Nevertheless, for many owners riging
harvesting costs and fiscal factors may have discouraged the production of pulpwood.

76. The United States foreo@sts that its Dulpwood exports gmostly of chips and
partloles) will rise between 1973 and 1979 to 7.4 million m’ (+19%) but that imports
will drop to 2.4 million m? (-29%), Ruropean imports.and exports are expected to
Tremain steady in 1978 and 1979, at about 17 million m) and. 10 mllllon m5 respeotlvely.
77... A factor whichis beginning to affect the hardwood pulpwood market in continental
Europ01stheznslngdemandand;mucesforihelwood,xﬂmch were higher than those for pulp-
woodelsomeareas. This has been a factor in raising pulpwood prices in some cases.

78. For 1980, further rises in requirements and supply of pulpwood are forecast.
European domestic wequirements are forecast to rise by 5% over 1979 to 175 million m
and domestic supply by 4% to 168 million m?, -Whereas in 1979, European supply is
expected to increase by 4.1 million m3 more than recuirements, allowing some
rebuilding of stocks, the volume rate of supply increase in 1980 is forecast to

slow down to below that of reguirements. Swedish and, Finnish domestic requirements
in 1980 are forecast to rise by 10% to 41.8 million m” and by 2% to %4.5 million m>
(1noludlng bark) respectlvelg, while Polish domestic requirements are forecast to
rise by 18% to 7.2 million m United States domestic requirements are forecast

to rise only fractionally to 181 million m? next year.

3

Special lecture (Item 8 of the agenda)

79. As recommended by the Timber Committec's office-holders, the special lectures
presented to the Committee were on the theme of the rationalization of the flow
of forest products from the forest to the consumer.

80, The presentation by Mr. V.P, Nemtsov (USSR) concentrated on the equipment and
methods suitable for the transport and handling of forest products in the national/
industrial conditionsg of the USSR. Mr., E.P, Grieder (Switzerland) presented a case
study which examined in detail the flows of forest products in the Bernese Oberland.
Mr. B. Jonestedt (Sweden) analysed, on the basis of experience gained by his company,
the main factors affecting the selection and operation of transport and distribution
systems for forest products, with special reference to maritime transport.

81l. The Committee thanked the lecturers warmly for their mostvinteresting
presentations and, in view of the valuc of the lectures, agreed that they should
be published as a supplement to the Timber Bulletin for Eurqu.

82, The Committee recognized the importance of questlons,of transport and handling,
and of the structure of distribution, and decided to retain project 14.2.2. on its

rogramme of work. It requested its co-ordinator for these questions,Mr. P, Palmer
? United Klngdom) to make recommendations to its annual session, when he considered
there was useful work the Committee could carry out in this field.
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Activities of other Principal Subsidiary Bodies of ECE of interest to the Timber
Committee (Item 9 of the agenda)

83, The Committee was informed on the basis of document TIM/R.52 of the activities
of other Principal Subsidiary Bodieg of BECE dealing with problems of concern to it.
The Committee took note of the document and agreed to take the information presented
into account when discussing its own programme of work. '

Programme of work for 1980-1984 (Item 10 of the agenda)

(a) Preparations for symposis and seminar scheduled for 1979 and 1980 -

(i) Symposium on economic and technical developments in the furniture industry

84, The Committee was informed of the state of preparations for this symposium
which was scheduled to take place in Poznan (Poland) from 5 to 10 November 1979.

85, An important objective of the symposium was to discuss the interrelationship
of the furniture industry, one of the major outlets for forest products, with other
parts of the forest and forest industries sector. It was of interest therefore

not only to experts from the furniture industry but also to a wide range of
specialigts from the forest products sector.

86, The Committee regretted that only a relatively small number of registrations
had been received so far. It strongly urged delegations to ensure that their
countries were adequately represented and thereby derive the fullest possible
benefit from the symposium. :

87. The Committee agreed to decide at its thirty-eighth session in 1980, on the
bagis of the report of the symposium, what further work it might undertake in this
field. '

(ii) Symposium on wood-based panels in the 1980s: economic and technical
perspectives

"~ 88, The Committee approved the objectives and programme of the symposium on wood-
based panels in the 1980s: economic and technical perspectives, as proposed by the
preparatory meeting (TIM/R.SB). At the invitation of the Govermment of Finland the
symposium will be held at Helsinki from 12 to 16 May 1980. It will include a two-
day study tour and provide an opportunity for experts to exchange information and
views on the latest forecasts for developments in the wood-based panels industries
and on supply and demand prospects for panels in the 1980s, Several countries

had expressed interest in the symposium. The Committee requested countrieg to
transmit to the secretariat their proposals concerning the participation of
experts and their country monographs. In view of the limited time available,

the basic papers, concerning which the secretariat had already contacted various
countries, should:reach the secretariat by 31 December 1979 at the latest.
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(iii) Seminar on the productiocon, marketing and use of finger-jointed sawnwood

89. The Committee approved the proposals for the scope, objective, programme and
documentation of the sewinar, prepared by an informal prevaratory meeting and

s L k
Presented in TIM/R,54. The obJectives of the seminar, scheduled for 15 to 19
September 1980, at Hamar (Norway) are:s

1. to examine methods of ensuring the acceptablility of finger-jointed
sawnwood to the purchaser and user, for instance through quality control,
and the possibilities for cleoser harmonizatiocn of standards and
regulations with & view tc extending the use of and international
trade in this product;

2. to provide an copportunity for experts from different countries to
exchange views and ex2erience on recent developments and drospects
in the production and use of finger-jointed sawvmwood for structural
purposes; ' '

3. to formulate recommendations to member countries, the Timber Committee
or other appropriate bodics on future activities directed towards
extending the contribution which finger-jointing could make towards the
rational use of wood.

90. The Committee agreed that basic papers prepared by authors contacted by

the secretariat, as suggested in TIM/R.54, should be received by the secretariat
by 30 April 1680, to enable them to be processed and issued well before the
seminar. In addition, the Committee agreed that each delegation to the seminar
should be requested to present a country monograph, prepared according to a
standard format and describing the situation as regards finger-jointing in its
country. A suggested format would be circulated by the secretariat in the near
future. Delegations were récuested to make these monographs available to the
sccretariat (if necessary in diraft form) as soon as possible as they could provide
valuable background information for papers under item 3 (Markefing aspects) and
item 4 (Quality marks, standardization and harmonization).

(b) The general direction of the Committee's activities

91. The Committee took note of a document by the secretariat on the general
direction of the Committee's activities, which it had been reguested to prevare
by the office-holders on the basis of submisszions to their meeting in March 1979
by Mr. A. Madags and Mr., F, Palmer, vast Chairmen of the Committee (TIM/R.SS).

92. The office-holders had come to the conclusion that the Timber Committee's
existing programme of work reflected quite well the priorities of member countries
and that there wasg nc need to consider any drastic changes in the direction or
type of activities being undertaken, The Committee entirely agreed with this
view and furthermore considered that the present balance between:

(1) economic (inpluding m&rket) and technical projects; and
(2) projects of a general nature and those dealing with specific problems

was satisfactory.
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93, In deciding to raise this matter with the Committee, however, the office-
holders pointed out that there was always scope for improvement and that it might
be worthwhile to introduce a system to bring newly emerging problem areas into

the programme of work; to assess the priority which exigting and nev activities
should be given; and to ensure that the programme is kent within the linits imposed
by availability of resourceg in member countries and the secretariat.

94, The Committee considered that the office-~heclders had correctly identified
a major problem which it had to overcome in order to make its activities more
effective: the need for fuller dissemination of the technical and economic
information which it generated to those who could make use of it. There were a
number of causes of this gap in communication and the Committec discussed
possible means of helping to bridge it:

(1) it agreed with the Steering Committee of the Joint FAO/ECE/ILO Committee
on Forest Working Techniques and Training of Forest Workers on the value
of a unified gystem for publishing the proceedings of Joint Commlttee
meetings and other technlcal informations

(2) it supported the suggestion that it would be useful to issue a Timber
Committee "Yearbook" for wide distribution, which would present the
activities of the Committee during the preceding year, as well as plans
for the future summarizing the main contents of reports from study
projects, papers delivered to seminars and symposia and other information
on Timber Coumittee activities. The Committee invited the oecretarlat to
explore the p0831b111uy of preparing such a Yearbook.

(5) governments should be invited to give consideration to the pogssibility of
providing regular informetion on the Committee's activities as well as
access to the documentation dissued in connexion with them to non-
govermmental trade and industry organizations, which were often in a
good position to forward this information to their members;

(4)_papers prepared for meetings could be sent to the appropriate technical
press to allow their wider distribution.

95. The Committee requested its office~holders and the secretariat to consider
practical steps along the lines mentiocned above, and to submit proposals to its
thirty-eighth session. To assist in this task the secretariat should consider

establishing a small informal advigory group or groups, in the way suggested in
para, 12 of TIM ‘R. 55,

96. The Committee noted with approval that ECE weg studying ways to establish a
data bank system which would include statistics relevant tc the Commitiee's spheres
of activityv It expressed the hope that the system, when operational, would
incorporate access possibilities for memwber countries.

(c) Review and revision of the draft programme of work for 1980-1984

97. The Committee considered its vrogramme of work on the basis of a draft prepared
by the secretariat (TIM;R 56), which took into account the programme it approved at
its thirty-sixth session, the resolution, decisions and discussions of the Commis-
sion at its thirty-fourth session, the results of meetings of the Committee's
subsidiary bodies, as well as its own discussions under other items of the agenda.
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98, The Committee took note of the Commission decision E(XXXIV) - Increased
effectiveness in the use of ECE resources, in the operative part of which the
subgidiary bodies are requested to streamline their orogramme in the process

of concentration and integration by focussing their activities on major substan-
tive problems 2ad to report to the thirty-fifth session cf the Commission on
measures taken or proposed to give effect to this provision, t considered that
the changes to its programme and thﬂ e of its subsidiary bodies and steps initiated
for further streamlining fully correspended with the Commission's recuest. In
~particular, the number of reetings. proposed for 1980 and 1981 rporegonted a guite
substantial reduction from the umbe held in 1979.

99, The Committec noted that the situation might arise that problems to which it
attached importance had to be excludaed . from the programme of work for the time being,
because of limited resources. If this occurred, = list of such prcjects could be
drawnup which should be revieved at its annual session so that a given project could
be incorporated in the programme if the urgency of the problem increased. ‘

100. The Committee agreed te the proposal of the Joint FAO/ECE Working Party on
Forest Economics and Statistics to integrete the project on Trends in the utili-
zation of forest products in specific end-use sectors with the project on End-use
statistics. The title of the resulting project 14.5.2.5. should be Utilization of
forest products by end-use sectors.

101. The Committee stressed the-immortance the studies of the medium texrm trends
in the capacity of the wood—pr009551ng 1n&ustrles (pr oject 1ﬂ.~.27—and‘avproved the
draft questicmmaires, as modified.by the Joint FAO/ECHE Working Party on Forest
Economics and Statistics, put forward in TIM/L,56/Add,1. The Committee approved
the suggestion of the preparatory‘meeting for the symposium on wood-based panels in
the 1980s: economic and technical perspectives, that a preliminaxry study of the
structure and capacity of the wood-based pancls industries be submitted to the
gsymposiun, ‘which was scheduled for May 1980. In order that the secretariat should
have sufficient time to analyse the replies and prepare a preliminary study, the
Committee requested member govermments to make every effort to ensure that their
replies reached the secretariat by 31 January 1980 st the latest.

102, The Committee approved the suggestion of the Joint FAO/FCE Working Party on
Foregt Economics and Statistics that the studies on the structure and capacity of
the savmilling industry be carried cut every six years, in conjunction with the
nedium-term-surveys of the markets for sawnwood and sawlogs. In view of the .
difficulties encountered in preparing the first study of the structure and capacity
of the sawmilling sector, notably as regards comparability of data between countries,
the Committed suggested that an informal team of svecialists be convened by the . _
Working Party before the next study is started to preparc rﬂcﬂmmend@tlon on how

the study should be prepared.

10%3. With regard to the programme of work of the Joint FAO/EC /TLO Committee on
Forest Vorklng Technigques and Training of Forest Workers (progect 14.3.1. ), the
Committee noted that the Joint Committee's thirteenth session in May 1980 will

draw up proposals for the period 1?81=¢985. It also noted that the second meeting
of its Steering Committee; held™in Falun (Swédéﬁ?'from 8-10 October 1979, had agreed
to submit to the Joint Committee certain proposalg for concentrating its attention

on the most important projects and for limiting the number of meetings to be held
annually and the number of teams of gpecialists to be operative at any given time.
The Committee agreed to metain the Joint Committec's present programme pending
submigsion of an up-~dated version to its thirty-eighth session, apart from certain

€L

organizational matters (changed dateg of seminars, etc.) which have been included

e

in annexes IT and IIT of this report.
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104. The Committee agreed to integrate the project on Wood preservation with the
project on Reduction of waste and development of use of residues in forestry, the
wood-~processing industries and in forest products utilization; and to alter the
title and descxription of the resulting project (14.4.2.) tc put the emvhasis on the
conservation of the forest resource through improved utilization of forest products
and the reduction of waste.

105, The Committee considered that its project on the effects of air-borne pollution
on vegetation had been successfully completed by the holding of the symposium

in Warsaw (see paras 26 and 30 above) and the project should therefore be terminated.
The Committee stregsed, however, that this should not be zeen as an indication

of any lack of interest in what was a most important question which the Committee
may decide to take up agein in the future, accoxrding to the procedure proposed

in para. 99 above.,

106, The Committee noted that the Byelorussian delegation to the Sessional Committee
of HCE had suggested that the Timber Committee undertake work on the purification

of waste water from wood-based panels industries. The Committee considered that this
question could best be covered by the Committee on Water Problems, in the context of
other work on water pollution by industry, and invited that Committee to congider
taking up this subject, in co-operation with the Timber Committee.

107, The Committee stressed the great importance of energy questions for the forest
sector (see paras 18 to 22 on the resulbs of the seminar on energy aspects of the
forest industries and para. 110 on the activities of the Joint FAO/ECE Working
Party on Forest Economics and Statistics) and considered that the Committee ought
to be concerning itself with these questions., It was essential, however, that

the objectives of the Committee's work be clearly defined. It therefore requested
the secretariat to prepare for its thirty-eighth session proposels for the
Committee's work on energy aspects of the forest industries (project 14.4.3.),
including the generation of energy from wood. These proposals should be prepared
after consultation with the office-holders and with the members of the team of
gpecialists to be convened by the Joint FAO/BCE Working Party on Economics and
Statistics under project 14.5.3%.4. They should take into account relevant
activities on wood/energy guestiong being undertaken both within ECE and by other
international organizations. ,

108. In considering the proiects covered by the activities of the Joint FAO[EQE
Working Party on Foregt Economicg and Statisticg, the Committee noted with satis-
faction that major stages in thework on items 14.3%. 3. - Effects of taxation on
forest management and wood supoly, 14.5.2.4. - Labour statisticg, and 14.5.2.5. -
Utiligation of foregt »roducts by end-use gecters, were completed or nearing
completion and agreed with the Working Party's recommendation that proposals for
further work in these areas would be formulated only when need and clear priority
was established by the Working Party.

109. The Committee considered that the description in the programme of work of
studies of selected economic problems : 14.5.3.1. relating to the fuller usec of

the biomagsg, 14.5.%.2. relating to afforestation and reforegstation and

14.5.3.3, relating to the introduction of new machines and equipment, may require
further refinement. It was emphagsized that the initiation of work on these projects
depended on countries being willing to make exverts available to lead and contri-
bute to the work. It was suggested that the teams of specialists themselves be
responsible for proposing clarifications to the description of the projects.
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110. The Committee congidered that the project 14.5.3.4. - Economic and statigtical
studies on wood/energy gquestions should be accorded high priority in the Working
Party's activities and requegted that the preliminary work of the team of soecialists
should be available fo the next meeting of the office-holders to assist in formu-
lating the Committee's avproach to the whole guestion (see DaTA. 107). The

Committee noted the relevance of these activities to the work of the Senior

advisers to ECE Govemnments on Energy and to PAO preparatory work for the United
Nations Conference on New and Renewable Sources cof Energy to be held in 1981,

It requested the team of gpecialists to congider urgently the contribution that

could be made to the latter.

111, In supporting the inclusion of item 14.5.4. - Transfer of economic and
statisgtical methods and experience in the foregt and foregt products sectoxr,

the Committee noted that the FAO European Forestry Commission had expressed great
interest in this project, and emphasized its own support for work in this direction.

112, Under project 14.5.5. - Dissemination and exchange of general information and
experience - the Committee was informed of the plans for the study tcur in the
United States of America scheduled for 1981, which it was provisionally planned
should visit forest and forest industry enterprises on the West Coast of the United
States of America. It invited other member countries, especially those which

had not already acted as host to a Timber Committee study tour, to consider the
possibility of organizing a tour in 1982 or subsequent years.

113. On the basis of these discussions, the Committee approved its programme of
work for 1980-1984 as set out in annexes II and III.

Other business (Item 11 of the agenda)

114. The Committee welcomed the fact that Japan, a major trading nation on werld
forest products markets, had been represented at its thirty-seventh session and
hoped that Japan would continue to take part in the Committee's work, notably by
attending its =nnual sesgions. It notzd with interest tiat the Japanese Government
was revising the "Basic Plan Regarding Forest Resources" and "Long-Range Prospect
regarding Demand and Supply of Important Forest Products™. It considered that.

this study would be of great interest to the Committee and requested the secre tariat
to explore with the Japanese authorities the possibility of their presenting the
results of the study to the Committee's thirty-eighth session.

115. The delegation of France showed a film "Du bois dont on fait des charpentes',

and the delegation of the USSR one entitled: "Forest industry and technical progress".
The delegation of the Netherlands gave an audio-visual presentation of the tropical
timber trade. The Committee thanked these delegations for their most interesting
films and presentation.

Adoption of the repoFt of the Committee's session (Item 12 of the agenda)

116, The draft report, presented by the secretariat, was adopted, with some modifi-
cations which have been incorporated in the present document.

Date of next session

117. The Committee agreed that its next session should be held from 13 to
17 October 1980, subject to the availability of conference services for that
period.
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VIORK AREA .x_l-!» l

16.1.1. Teview of in study "Buropean Timber
Trends Fraospe cts 1850 to 2C00C" in reletion to
ectual @ev*lh“ﬂ snt s

Description: The Committee will kees under review lens-term trends
in production, tracde, consumption and wrices of forest aroducts,
comnaring them with nrojecticns made in the leong=term study, both

to check the accuracy <f the analvses nrescented in the study end in

g

order tc provide early warning of changes in trends, thus encbling
Governments tc review their 1“nn-turn forest nolicies in the light
of recent develcnments.
liethod of werk: The Committee will compare, cn a continuing basis,
real trends with the rrojections of the long=term study, as an
integral part of its analyses of specific aspects of the forest
products sector (notubly under rrojects 14.1.2., 14.1.3., 14.2.1.).
additicn, the secretariat will prepare- an cverall study. which
will compare real trends up te 1980 with rrojecticns. conts

14.1.2. Medium-term tremds in the structure and canacity

of the wool-processing industries

14.1.2.1. The wood-based nanels industries

Description: The Committce will review the structure and cana-
city of the weod-based panels industries in order to enablc
Governments to form their own industrial-nolicies for the wood-
based panels secter in the light of information on internsztional
conditicns,

i‘fethod of work: The Committee will decide at its thirtye-eighth

session on the score and orientation of its activities in this

field in the light of the survey carried out in 1%975/30 based

on the simplified sucstionnaire drawn us by the FAQ/ECE Torking

Party on Forest Fccnomics and Statistics. A conte.

14,1.2.2. The sawmilling industry

Descrirtion: The Committee will review the structurz and capa-
city of the sawmllllrf industry in order to onsble Governments
te form their policies for the sawmilling industry in the light
of informatisn on internaticnal conditicns,

tMethod of work: The Committee will undoertake surveys at six-
yeerly intervals (next survey in 1984). An informel team of
specialists will be convened by the Joint FAZ/ECE torking
Party on Forest ®conomics and Statistics befeor: the 1844
study is started to nrepare recommendationes on i

how the study ,
should be rnremnered. cont.
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14.1.3, vledium-term trends in the marlkets for specific forest
products

Description: The Committec will review medium-term (2-5 years)
trends in the production, consumption, trade and prices of major
forest products so that Governments may be continucusly informed
of structural trends in the forest nroducts markets of the ECE
region. )

Methoed of work: The secretariat will prepere one study annually,

on a three-year rotation of subjectes, as follows: Sawnwood and

sawlogs: 1981, 1984, etc.: pulpwood (including residues and

chips), pitprops and miscellancous roundwood: 1982, 1983, ctc.;
wood-based panels: 1980, 1983, etc. The secretariat will nprepare

at intervals as will be decided, a review of trends in roundwood
production and supply. : cont.

14.1.4, Trends, prospects and policies in southern furope

Description: The forest and forest industry policy and environ-
mental problems facing countrics in the Mediterranean area will

be reviewed in the light of the long-term outlook for their forest
economies, as depicted in LBuropean Timber Trends and Prospects,

1950 to 2000.

Method of work: The Committee will convene an ad hoc meeting in

(year to be decided) on the production and marketing of products

of specific interest to Hediterrancan forestry, including cork

and resin; and other such meetings, as the need is identified.

All activities under this project will be carried out in co-

operation with the FAO European Forestry Commnission. cont.

WORW. AREA 14,.,2: CURRENT MARKET TEVELOPHENTS AND SHORT-TERM PROS-
PECTS, INCLUDING PRCBLEMS RELATING TO INTER-
NATIONAL TRADE

14.2.1, Review of production, trade, consumption and prices
of forest products

Description: The Committee will analyse on a continuous basis,
short-term trends in tha production, trade and pricee of forest
products and forecast short-term prospects, with & view to pro-
viding Governments and the forest products scctor with accurate
and up-to-date information and assessments, necessary for an. .
orderly development of the supply/demand mechanism.
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Method of work: The sccretariat will prepare and publish annually
a review of trends in forest products markets over the previous
year, based on data supplied by Governments in connexion with pro-
ject 14.5.1. The secretariat will present to the Committee's
annual session the most recent available data on trends in the
market for forest products; obtained from questionnaire returns,
with a brief analysis of the sitvation. The Committee will review,
at its annual session, short-term trends and prospects in the pro-
duction, trade and prices of major forest products (sawn softwood,
hardwoods, including tropical, pulpwood, conifzrous logs and wood-
based panels) on the basis of estimates prepared by delegations,
for the current and following vears. ~After the session the secre-
tariat will prepare and publish an analysis of short-term market
trends and prospects, based on the Committee's discussions. cont.

14.2.2, Rationalizaticn of the flow of forest sroducts from
the forest to the consumer, including transport and
handling problems .

Pescription: The Committee will review the distribution chain for
forest products from the forest to the consumer, including transport
and handling problems, and identify areas where it might recommend
any action which it considers necessary to rationalize the flow cf
products and to increase cfficisncy with a view to facilitating
international trade. .

Method of worlk: The Committee's co-ordinator on transport and
handling problems vwill make recommendations to the Committee
for work in this field, as and when appropriate. cont.

14.2.3. Review of standardization ectivities

Description: The Committee wil review at its annual session nceds
and priorities for staendardization in the field of forest products
as well as progress in its own standardization projects (14.2.4.,
14.2.5., 14.2.5£.). On the basis of this review, it will decide
what activities it should underteke, with a view to facilitating
international trade in forest o»roducts by removing non-tariff
barriers, and to furthering the rational and cconomic use of woed.

Method of work: The Committee will base its annual review cn a
report, and if necessary, recommendations by its ce-ordinater in ,
the field of standardization, cent.
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14.2.4, ‘Standardization of stress grading of coniferous sawn
timber

Description: The Committee will encourage the applicaticn of the
ECE recommended standerd by incorperation »f its usrovisions into
national standards, and undertake any further work necessary for
the refinement of the recommended standard, with 2 view te ensu-
ring the rational and economic use of, and te facilitating trade
in, coniferous sawn timber.

Method of work: The Committee will convene an informal team of
experts to ccllect information and meke proposals for research
programmes, quality control programmes and marking systems for
stress graded coniferous sawnwood. The ififormal teeam will, azmong
other things, draft a set of zuidslines for countries developing
quality control programmes. The Committee will organize training
courses to exchange experience on the application of the reccm-
mended standard and for the training of those responsible for.
sawnwood grading. An ad hoc meeting will be convened after 1980
to review and, if necessary, undate the recommended stendard,

(Vork to be linked to project 14.2.5.). b 1g¢e2
14.2,5, Standardization of finger=-jointing in structural

coniferous sawn:timber

Description: The Committee will enccurage the application of the
ECE recommended standard on finger-jeinting in structural ceonife-
rous sawn timber, notably by incorporation cf its orovisions into
national standards, and undertake pony further work necessary for
the refinement of the recommended standard, with & view to ensuring
the rational. and economic use of, and to facilitating trade in,
structural finger-jcinted coniferous sawn timber.

iiethod of work: The Committee will convene an informal team of

experts to collect information and make oroposals about research

progremmes,. -quality control z»rogrammes and marking systems for

finger=-joints in structural coniferous sawnwood. The Committee

will also crganize seminars to exchange experience on the eppli-

cation of the recommended standard. An ad hoc meeting will be

convened after 1960 teo review and, if necessary, update the re- _
commended standard. (Work to be linked to project 14.2.4.), - 4 1582

14.2.6. Reduction of the number of standard dimensicns of
sawnwood entering international trade

Description: The Committee will formulate sroposals for the
reduction of the number of standard dimensions of sawnwood ente-
ring international trade, on the besis of IS80 International
Standard 3179 and in cellaberation with ISO, with = view to
facilitating international trade in sewnwood.

Method of work: The Committee will keer under review progress
in the work being undertaken by other organizetions with a view
to collaborating in such work as and when it considers it
appropriate.

3 191
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14,2.7. Classification and definitions of forest products

Description: The Joint .FAO/ECE torking Party con Forest fHcono-
mics and Stetistics, in co-operation with the Conference of
European Statisticians, will revise the FAO Classification and
Pefinitions of Forest Products, with = view to ensuring that it
is in harmeony with international multi-sector classifications
and definitions (e.g. the CCC Harmonized System, ICGS, SITC)

and developments in technolegy and industrial and trade sreactice
and the appearance of new mroducts,.

Method of work: An ad hoc meeting will be convened to consider

and incorporate prcnosals by countries and competent organiza-

tions for modifications to the FA0 Classification and submit e

draft revised version .to the thirtecenth session of the Jeint : -
Working Party. , - 2 1%82

14,2.8. Economic and technical develcopments in finger-
" jeinting of sawnwcod

Description: The Committee will examine economic and technical
developments in the production and utilization of finger-jointed
sawnwood as a means »f rationalizing the use of wood.

Methed of work: A seminar on the production, marketing and use : _
of finger~jecinted sawnwood will be held in Merway in 1980, 2 1980

VCRK AREA 14,3: ELECTED ECONCHIC, TECHNOLCOGICAL AND MANAGERIAL
PRCELENMS

14.3.1, Forest working techniques and training of forest workers.

This project is covered by the activities of the Joint FAO/
ECE/ILC Committee on Forest Vorking Techniques and Training of
Forest %orkers, which normally meets biennially (198C, 1922, 15384,
etc.). Its task is to foster international collaberation on tech-
nical, economic and organizational. ﬂsoeCtsbéf foregt working tech-
nigues and training of forest workers. in lcgging and other forest
operations; special attention is given to increasing the efficiency
of lebour, the reduction of the physical efforts of the werker,
prevention of accidents, reduction of waste and the establishment
of an adeguate balance between technical, social and economic
reguirements =nd protectlon of the” env1r01ment,

The project components are set out below under'thtee ﬁain
headings: S B '

1. Silvicultural operations and general management aspects;
2., Wood harvesting and transport; and
3. Buman aspects of forest operatiocns.
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14.3.1.1, Silvicultural cuperaticons and sensral sanccement
asnects - - g

14,3.1.1.1, Development and use of machinerv and methods for
stand establishment, Lﬁclb ling ~lanting steck and

@gul‘”ﬂ"l" nt .

Descrintion: The Joint Committee will nromote the exchance of
information and further rational regencration wethods which do
not damage the forest ccosystem by regularly reviewingz machines,
techniques and s»lentiny stock epplicd in efforestation and refor-
estation, with emphasis on site clearing, soll preparation and
rlanting. -

T

]

Method of work: Seminars and/or study tours will be onrganizecd
4eyear intervels (1980, 1984, etc.). A seminer on afforestation

and reforestation mechines and technigues will be held in Spain

in 1980. cont.

14.3.1.1.2. Ferest fire prevention =snd control

Descrintion: The Jeint Committée will examine techniques and
equivment usesd in forest fire contrecl, as well as ~reventive

measures, with a view to nssisting Governments in these fields,

Method of work: A seminar will be held in Poland in 1981 and
another in Portugal in 1983. § 5 1983

14,3.1.1.3, HMethods of measurement. of labour uwroductivity

Descrintion: The Joint Committec will review methods of ceses=
sing productivity of men and machines; and methods of measurement
cf standard times whereby to determine the VLl‘tL“HSth between
changes in labour input 2nd mechine input anid assess the effects
and implications of replacihg labour by machines.

¥Yethod of work: A team of specialists will +liscuss methods of
measuring machine input in forestry operations, draw up proposals
for future work by ‘the Joint Committee in the field of labour
productivity and submit them to the thirteenth session of ‘the
Joint Committee. '

2 196

14.3.1.1.4. Plannin: and management of forest oneraticns

Pescription: The Joint Committee will study uethofs cf plenning
forest opereaticns, especially-in the long term, tcking into account
the impact of envirommental and sociel constreints on the planning
and method of weork: it will alsc examine methods of assessing
technicel and econcmic accessibility of forest ressurces, so as to
assist Grvernments in the ~lanning ang raticnal utilizetion of the
resource.

lMethod of work: 4 seminar cn (topic tc be propesed by co-ordina-
tors for <ecision by thirteenth scssznn) will be held in the
Netherlanis (subject to confirmatisn) in 1551, zreceded by a ore
ratory meeting of a team of specialists,

~
p
w
[#a]
[
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14.3.1.1.5. Methcds of payment

Description: The Joint Committee, in collaboration with the FAO/
ZCE Vierking Party on Forest Economics and Statistics, will review -
methods of payment of forest workers in crder to show their effect
on labour supnly, vproductivity levels and rate of mechanizations

Method of work: & team of specialiste will collect information

and prepare & report, taking into account the findings of the

study on labour statistics.carried out by the FAQ/ECE Working .

Party on Forest Economics and Statistics. - The report will be

submitted to a seminar -on the, effects: of methods of payment on

labour productivity and the conditions of work and life of forest . :
workers to be held in .ce. 1/ in 1982, 2 1962

14.3.1.1.6. Review of standardization sctivities in the flela of
forestry machinery . s

Description: The Joint Commltteo will keep under review standar-
dization activities in the field of ferest machinery to assist
countries in the develomment and safety in-use of such eguipment.-

Method of work: The Joint Committee will review 2t cach session,

on the basis of a repert which ISC should be invited to submit,
standardization work being carried out, and will maintain active :
co-cperation with the respcn61b1e IS0 sub-committeec. cont,

¥

14.3.1.1.7. Standcrdlzatlcn nf concepts and tcrms used by the
Joint Committee. -

Description: The Joint Committee will regularly review the defi-
" nitione of currently used technical and economic -concepts and
terms with a view to faciliteting sxchange ¢f information on an
international -level during its meetings =and on other occasions,

Method of work: The co-ordinators and/or team: leaders will - - . - e .
prepare, with the assistance of the secretariat, a limited list

of basic concepts and terms in the three official languages for

each of the seminers convened by the Jcint Committee, in corder

to ease communicetion during the meeting and to have ‘them. dis-

cussed, approved and then disseminated within the framework of

the Joint Committee. cont.,

1/  Host country to Qe,decidedo
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14.3.1.2. Vood harvesting and trensoort

14,3,1.2.1. Revelopment =nd use of logging machinery

Description: The Joint Committee will Yeen under reviewr trends
and prospects in the Jevelovment and use of logging machinery
taking into account specific conditions and st/orice relation-
ships sc¢ as to encourege rationsl logging methods in flat; hilly
and meunteinous regions from the economic, ergonomic and anvie
ronmental points of view,

|5

Method of work: Seminars on selectesd items will be held ats

intervals of not more than 2 years: in 1983, in the German

Democratic Republic on silvicultural, technological, economic

and other problems connected with the mechanization of thinning
operations. ' -cont,

14.3.1.2.2. Meintenance of forest machinery

Description: The Joint Committee will promote the exchange of
informaticn on systems of maintenance ¢of ferest machinery, end
further the rational use of such machines.

VMethod of work: A seminar on maintenance of forest machinery

in large and small-scale cperations will be held in 1531 in
Swecden. : L : }Qg;“

14.3.1.2.3, Location and methods of rrimary roundwood conversion

Description: The Joint Committee will determine optinum tech-
nical, economic and orgenizational sclutions in the field of
primary roundwocd conversion by reviewing the location, mana=: -
gement and methods cf roundwood conversion.

liethod of work: A special discussion will be ¢rzanized at the
thirteenth sessicn of the Joint Committee, based on a report by :
a team of sgpecialists. o 9 1980

: 13

14.3.1.2.4, Terrain classification from the wood harvesting
peint of view :

Description: The Jeint Committee will review studies cp terrain
classification and forest accessibility, with a view to facili-
tating international comparisons on accessibility cf forest
rescurces,

Method of work: A team of specialists will =nrepare a2 report on

existing terrain classifications and those under rvreparation,

including the work c¢f the EZuropean Economic Community and IUFRO

to be submitted tc the thirteenth session of the Jeint Committee

in 1980, which will decide on further action. 2 1980
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14.3,1.2.5. Compatibility of hervesting methods =znd ecuipment
with silviculture and the environment

Description: The Joint Committee will review harvesting methods
and equipment and compare these with the methods applied in silvi-
culture so as to determine compatibilities and incompatibilities,
taking into account environmental aspects.

Method of work: A preliminary descrintive list of harvesting
methods and equipment will be prepared by a team of specialists
from the point of view of competibility with silvicultural methods
and the enviromment for submission tc the Jnint Committee at its
thirteenth sessicn in 1980, when further action will be Zecided.

14.3,1.2.6, larvesting of wood for energy “urnoses

Description: The Joint Committec will review methods and equip-
ment suitable for the production and harvesting of wood specifi-
cally destined for energy preduction, so as to determine the
potential of the forest or special plantations to contribute econo-
mically to total energy sunply.

Method of work: A report will be prepared by a team of specisalis
and submitted teo the Joint Committee at its thirteenth segsion in
1980, S

14.3.1.3. Human aspects of forest onerations.
F iy

14.3.1.3.1. Vocational trzinins in forestry

Description: The Jeint Committee will assist Governments in plan-
ning their national vocational training zolicies by keeping under
review developments and trends in vocational training in forestry
to raise the efficiency of forest operations and improve working

practices with regard to safety and health,

tiethod of work: A seminar will be organized every second year on
a selected problem: in 1980 in Norvay, on vocational training and
extension services for small-scale forest owners and farmers; in
1982 (subject to confirmation) in the United Xingdom, on the selecw
tion of machine operators and assessment of their suitability for
specific jobs: in (year to be decided), in .... 1/ on vocational
training problems specific to southern Europe.

1/ Host country to be decided.

)

1

cont,

1980

1980
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14,3,1.3.2. Report on vocaticnal training systems

Description: The Jeint Committee will help %overnments to review
their nztional voceticnzl tréining systems in . the. light »f the - --
latest developments. : ’ oo

Hethod of work: The ILO will rrepare and circulate = rerport
on the basis of recturns from the 1577 enguiry: it will be updated
and supplemented in 1982, '

(W3]
[
-
b
™S

14.3.1.3.3, Ergoncmic nroblems applizsd to forestry

Description: The Joint Committee will help Governments in thair
national health and employment planning by keeping under review
developments end trends in ergnonomics 2pplied to forestry, pro-
moting safer working habits, preventing occunaticnal injuries
and discascs, increesing work performance and ferest workers'
satisfaction with their jobs.

Method of work: £ séminar or training course will be corganized

every second year on a selected nroblem in the field of ergo-

nomics epplied to forestry (i.e. 1581, 1983, etc.). In 15881, o

seminar will be held on applied ergenomics and safety and health

in highly mechanized logginz cperaticns (in collaboration with

IUFRO) 1in Canaca (subject tc confirmation). : cont.

14,3.,1.3.4,. Ergonomic —mroblems related to chain saws and
brush saws

Descrintion: The Joint Committee will study problems related

to chain saws and brush saws to fnllow un the vork carried cut

in 1974-76 by the a¢ hoc grovp of exverts cn noise and vibra- .
tion in nower sawg; it will study and improve working methods

and recommend safety rules, collect infermetisn on occupational
diseases, establish messurement methods and standards of hygiene.

lethod of work: & teem of swpecialists will carry out this work
in close collebeoration with ILC and IS0 end +will submit a renort
to the thirteenth session of the Joint Committee.

N
[
O
fos}
(@]

14,3.1.3.5. Vocationel rehabilitation of forest workers

LDescription: The Joint Committee will provide Governments with
puidance in connexion with their services to rehabilitate injured,
disabled or older foreést workers,

liethod of work: A team of specizlists, with the colleboration of

ILO, will collect information on passibilitics and methods of

rehabilitation of injured, disabled or older forest workers and

submit it in the form of a report to the seminar in 1981 on applied

ergonomics and safety and health in highly mechanized logging

operations (see sub-section 14.3.1.3%.3.). 2 1981




ECE/TIM/15

Annex II, page 11
Estima=~ Retima-
ted dura- ted ter-
tion (in mination
vears) year

rt

¥.3,1.3.6. Social problems of forest workers

Description: The Joint Committee will exemine forest workers!
social status in comparison with thet of other workers in the
light of social and ecconcmic developments that have cccurred in
verious countries in recent years and of future trends, in order
to assess the problems created through the replacement of man by
mechine in forestry; the necessity to absorb unemployed labour
in rural areas; the sociel condition of migratory versus locally
resident labour, etc., This work aims at helning Governments
solve recurring structural cmployment —~roblems and those connec-
ted with the difficulty of finding adecuate labour in forestry.

tiethod of work: 4 seminar will be organized, in collaboretion

with ILO and rnossibly IUFRO, preceded by an enquiry andfor n

preparatory meeting to define the scope of the subject to be

treated. - : -4 1982

14.3.2. Utilization of tropical hardwoods

Description: The Committee will-review the utilization of tro-
plcal hardwoods with & view to analysing natterns and trends in
the demand for thesz nroducts and to identifying oprortunitics
for .expanding trade with fevelcping countries.

Hethod of work: The secretariat will explore with the secreta-

riate of UNCTAD and TAQ the wossibilitics for co-operation - =

betwecen the Timber Committee, UNCTAD 2ni ¥AO on the markets for

tropical timber and report back to the Committee's thirty-eighth-

session. cont.

14,3.3, Effects of texation on forest management -~nd wood

sunply

Description: The Committec will review the effects of national
texation systems on forest mensgement and wood suprly with a view
to assessing how these systems affect the supply/demand balance
for forest products in the ECE region and the structure of inter-
national trade.

Yethed of work: The study undertcken for the Joint FAG/ECE Uorking
Party on Forest Fconomics and Statistics will be revised and pu-

blished, : 1 1980
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14.3.4. Eccnomic and technical developments in the furniture

industry
Description: The Committee will further the exchange of informa-
tion on economic and technical davelopments in the furniture in-
dustry, with e view to assessing in quantitative and cualitative
terms the use of forest nroducts in that industry and the trends
and prospects in the demand for forest ovreducts for that sector.

Method of work: Possible further work to be decided upen by the
thirty-eighth session in the light of the renort of the symposium

on economic and technical developments in the furniture industry. 1 1980
14.3.5. Modernization in the wood-based nanels industries

3

Description: The Committee will further the exchange and disse-
mination of scientific, technologiczl and economic information
on modernization in the wood-based panels industries.

Method of work: 4 symposium on Wood-based panels in the 1980s:
economic and technical perspectives will be held in Finland in
1980, The Committee's thirty-eighth session will decide upen

future work in the light of the results of the symposium. 2 1980
14.3.6, neview of progress made in the chemical preocessing of -
wood (other than for nulp and paver) and the sotential

of tk- use of wood for chemic 1 =roducts

Descriptiont In conjunction with the Chemical Indusiries Com-
mittee, the Committee will keep under review, from the technical
and economic point of view, orogress mads in the chemical pro-.
cessing of wocd (other than for pulp and parper) with a view to
improving the utilization of by-products of the wood processing
industries, and to assessing potentiel demand from the chemical
industry for wood raw material, as well =s the effect any increasec
would have on the supnly/demand balance for forest oroducts in the
ECE region and the aveilability of raw material for traditional
wood-using industries,

Method of work: 4 speciel lecture will be given to the Committee's
thirty-eighth sessicn, on the basis of which it will decide con
further action.

1 1980

WORK AREA 14.4: ENVIRCHMENTAL AND RESOURCE CONSERVATIOH PROBLEMS

(All the Committee's activities in this work aree will be
carried out in co-operaticn with the Senior Advisers to EZCE
Governments on Environmental Problems).
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Estima- Estima-
ted dura- ted ter-
tion (in mination
years) year

14.4.1. Quantification and evaluation of the environmeﬁtalv'
benefits of forests

Description: The Joint FAQ/ECE Viorking Farty on Forest Economics
an¢ Statistics will exeamine methods of cuantifying and evaluating

the environmental benefits of forests with 2 view to nssessing

forests! contribution to society, to calculating compensation for
the envircnmental services of forests and to facilitating compr-

risons between countries.

Methad of work: 'A Jraft enquiry on environmentel and non-wood

uges of forests will be finalized after being reviewed by coun-

tries. Countries will be invited to submit results of studies

quantifying the benefits ¢f non-wood uses cf fcrests for consi=-

deration by the thirteenth session of the Vorking Porty, which

will decide on further work in this field. Project linked with

preject 14.5.2,.3. S 2 1981

14.4.2, Conservation of the forest remource: through the
improved utilization of forest products and the
‘reduction of waste

Description: The Committee will asscss ways cof conserving the
forest resource by reducing the volume of forestry and weood-working
residues and exzpanding their use, by improving and rationalizing . the
utilization of forest products, and by increasing their Zurability
through wood preservation. :

Method of work: A sympesium will be held in the USSR in 1982. /o
nreparatory mecting for the symposium will teke place in 1960 to
draw up pronosals for the score, objectives and srogramme. 2 19862

14.4.3. Energy asnects of the forest industrics
k) -

Description: The Committee will study energy use in forestry,
the woed-processing industries =nd the use of forest products,
with a view to identifying meens to improve energy ~fficiency.

lHethed of work: The secretariat will present to the Committee'’s’

thirty-eighth session prorosals for future weork by the Committee

in this fiels, prepared after consultation with the office-

holders and the members of the team of specialists convened under

project 14.5.3.4. : . : 1 1980
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I e
MATION, INCLUDING IMPROVERMENT AND SARMONIZATION
OF STATISTICS (in CO-OPERATION VITH TAQ)

WORK AREA 14.5: TQLLECTION, EXCHAKGE ANTD DISSEMINATION OF 7iFD
- - =

14.5.1. Timber Gulletin for Zurone

Descrintion: The Committee will collect statistics on nronduction,
trade and srices of forest nrocucts, with o view to ovroviding
Governments and the forest zroducts sector with deta on the basis

of which to formulate policies and make <decisions.

Method of work: The secretariat will nublish, twice a year, the

Timber Bulletin for Eurcpe, containing quarterly statistics con

production, trade and prices of forest =roducts, collected from
Governments by means of qguarterly guesticonnaires. cont,

14.5.2. Selected problems of economics and statistics of
forestry snd forest »roducts

This project, together with projects 14.5.3., 14.5.4. and
14.5.5. (part), is covered by the activities cf the Joint FAO/ECE
Viorking Party on Feorest lconomics and Statistics which normally
meets biennially (31981, 1983, =ztc.). It co-operates with the
Conference of Eurcpean Statisticians. '

14.5.2.1. Crganization and meriodicity of statistical data -
collection and dissemination

Descrintion: The Vorking Party will review periodically the
Committee's progr mme of collection and dissemination cf statis-
tical data, to ensure thet it corrnsnonﬁs with thg needs of
Governments,

Method of work: Periodic reviews will be undertaken by the
Vorking Party, which will formulate nroposals for imnroving the
Committee's nrogramme of collection and cissemination of statis-
tical Aata with reger? to its organization, method of collection,
reriodicity, and the improvement of the sccurecy and comperability

of data obtained from and used by Covernments,. cont.

14.5.2.2. Conversion factors

Description: The Yorking Pa rty will review the conversion fac-
tors for forest products applicable to individual countries, in
order to facilitate international comparison of yields and to
ensure that the conversion factors used by the secretariat in
its analvses reflact current technology.

Method of work: The Vorking Party will review at four-yearly
intervals (1981, 1985, ctc.) conversicn facteors communicated by
Governments in reply to & questionnaire, cont.
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ted dura- ted ter-

e tion (in mination
years) year

14.5.2.3, Forest resource analysis

Description: The Yorking Party will review methods of forest
inventory used by Govermments and by the secreteriat to ensure
that all rarameters relevant to measuring actual procuctive po-
tential of the forest, as well as varameters measuring change,
both for wood and non-wood benefits, are taken into eccount and
that the methods adented corresnond as closely as possitle to
the needs of all users. L — .

Method of work: Outlines of enouiries on forest resources for

wood and fibre production end cn enviromment and non-wood uses of

forests {see rroject 14.4,1.) will be submitted to countries to

ascertain the availability of datas and the form in which thay

are aveailable, Draft =nquiries will be prevared on the basis

of countries! replics and submitted to the thirteenth sessicn

of the Vorking Party, befcore being finelized and despatched to

countries. _ 4 1964

14.5?2.4. Labour statistics

Description: The Working Party, in co-operation with the Joint
FAC/ECE/ILO Committee on Forest lerking Technicues and Training

of Forest Workers, will study labour input, sveresge wage rates and
earnings in forestry, with e view to nroviding mcre data on cost
trends and a basis for comparison of employment and earnings.

Method of work: The study on forestry labour statistics will be

revised after countries have becn invited to check, update and

complete their cata. The final version of the study will be

published in 1980. The thirtcenth session of the Vorking Party

will consider revision of the study =t reguler intervals. "2 1981

14.5.2.5. Utilization cf forest products by end-use sectors

Description: The torking Party will cecllect information on the
utilization of forest products by end-use sectors and undertcke
analyses of utilization trends anc patterns which will be submitted
to the Timber Committee to form nart of its continuing analysis of
medium- and long-term merket developments, with o view tc providing
Governments with information necessary fer the elaboration of their
forest procducts utilization wolicies.

Method of work: End-use statistics will be collected nericdically

by means cf encuiries and enalyses carriedout by the “orking Party,

which will censider at its fourteenth session cpprooriste directions.

for activities in this field and methods of work.” S 2 : 19€3
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14.5.2.6.  For:st fire statistics

Description: The Working Party will improve the exchange of .
> X 2
information on forest fires, thelr causes and methods of
prevention and protection and the costs involved. : v o

Method of work: The Working Party will review the results of -
an enguiry at its thirteenth session and draw up provosals
concerning the reguler collection cof statistics in this field, 2 © 1931

14.5,3, Studies of selected ecconomic problems

14.5,.3.1. Economic aspects of the fuller use of the forest biomass

Description: The Vorking Party will study the eccnomic 2spects of
the fuller use of the forest biomass with a view to determining the
potential for the forest resource to meet the demend for rew mate-
riel from the different wood-using incdustries and consumption

sectors.

Method of work: A team of specialists will collect and review
information in this field and oresent 2 report to the thirteenth
session of the Vorking Perty. ; 2 1931

14.5.3.2. Economic aspects of afforestation and reforestation

Description: The Yorking Party will study the cconomic aspects
of afforestation and reforestation with the object of comparing
the efficiency of different methods and the relative costs and
returns in diffzrent countries under dirferent conditions.

Method of work: Taking account of the relevant work of the

Joint FAQ/ECE/ILO Committee on Forest ‘iorking Techniques and

Training ¢f Forest Workers and collabeorating where appronriate

(see nroject 14.3.1.1.1.), a team of specialists will collect

end review information on the economics of afforestation and

raforestation and presaent a report to the thirteenth sessicn

of the Yorking Party. _ ' ‘ 2 . 11981

14.5.3.3. Economic asvmects of the intrcduction of new forest
machines and equipment: ’ ' ’

Description: The Working Party will study the economic zspects
of the introduction of new forest machines and equipment with the
object of assessing their sroductivity and return on investment
in different countries and under different operating conditions.

Method of work: Taking account of the relevant work of the

Jeint FAC/ECE/ILCO Committse on Forest “lorking Technigues and
Training of Torest "orkers and ccllaborating where argrooriate

(see zroject 14,3.1.2.1.), & team of specialists will collect and
review informetion on the econonics »f introducing new machines and
equisment into forestry and renort to the fourtcenth session of the
Yorking Party. 2 19

0D
o
[
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ted dura~ ted ter-
tion (in mination
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14,5.3.4. Feonomic and statistical studies on wood/energy
questions

Description: The Working Party will exemine the ceneration of

- energy from wood and energy consumntion by the forest industries,
with a view to assessing the effects of developments in the energy
field on the forest secter and the contribution of wocd to national
energy balances, thereby to provide Gevernments with informetion
needed for policy-formulation in this area.

Method of work: 4 team of specialists will assess the evailabi-

lity of statisticsl and cther information on these subjects as well

as work in hand at the national and interneticonal level and formulate
recommendations for the Working Party at its thirtecenth session. 2 1981

14.5.4, Transfer of economic and statistical methods end
experience in the forest and forest oroducts sector

Description: The Vorking Party will contribute to the building

ur of statistical services in countries inside and ocutside the ECE
region through the transfer of know-how and experience in methods
of data collection, assembly and dissemination in the forest and
forest products sector.

Method of work: A team of specialists will draw up proposals for
the consideration of the ¥orking Party's thirteenth session. 2 1981

14.5.5. Dissemination and exchange of zenersl information
and experience

!

Description: The Committee will further the disscmination and
exchange of information and exrperience on selected themes within
its areca of competence, by disseminaticn of statistical and
other informaticn on countries' forestry and forest products
sector, end by organizing ennusl study tours 2t the invitation
of the ccuntries concerned with a view to making available to
Governments and the forest products sector experience sained in
individual countries,

Method of work: A study tour will be held in the USA in 1981°lj
Country forest and forest oroducts profiles will be prepered by the
secretariat, in collaboration with the Govermments of countries
concerned, and published at five- to six-yearly intervals. cont,

1/ Host countries to be decided for the yeers from 1982 to 1984 inclusive.
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