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INTRODUCTION
1. The Timber Committee held  i t s  tw en ty -s ix th  sess ion  in  Geneva from 7 to  11 October ' 
1968 . I t  was attended by delegates from A u stria , Belgium, B ulgaria , Byelorussian  SSR, 
Czechoslovakia, Federal Republic o f  Germany, Finland, France, Greece, Htmgary, I t a ly ,  
N etherlands, Norway, Poland, P ortu ga l, Romania, Spain, Sweden, Sw itzerland, Turkey, 
Ukrainian SSR, USSR, United Kingdom, United States o f  America and Y ugoslavia . Canada 
p a rtic ip a te d  in  accordance w ith A r t ic le  11 o f  the Commission's terms, o f  re fe re n ce . 
Representatives o f  the Food and A gricu ltu re  O rganization o f  the United Nations (FAO) 
and the In tern ation a l Labour O rganization (ILO) a lso  attended. The In tern a tion a l 
Confederation o f  Free Ti>ade Unions (ICFTU), the In tern ation a l O rganization o f  Employers, 
the European Federation o f  A ssocia tion s  o f  Fibreboard Manufacturers (FEROPA) and the 
European Federation o f  A ssocia tion s  o f  P a r t ic le  Board Manufacturers (FESYP), non
governmental organ iza tion s , sent rep resen ta tiv es . S ta ff  o f f i c i a l s  o f  the Commission 
o f  the Ehuropean Economic Communities (EEC) and o f  the O rganization f o r  Economic Co
operation  and Development (OECD) attended a t the in v ita t io n  o f  the S e cre ta ria t  ( fo r  
l i s t  o f  d e lega tes , see E/ECE/TIM/90). '
2 . The Chairman o f  the Timber Committee, Mr. G. E. Hampson (United Kingdom) opened 
the sess ion  and welcomed delegates to  the m eeting.
Adoption o f  the Agenda (item  1 o f  the Agenda)
3 . The P rov is ion a l Agenda (e/ECE/TIM/88) , presented by the S e cre ta r ia t, was adopted. 
E le ct io n  o f  O ff ic e rs  (item  2 o f  the Agenda) .
4 . The Committee r e -e le c te d  Mr. G. E. Hampson (United Kingdom) as Chairman, and 
Mr. K. Ronge (Sweden) and Mr. N. Dumitrescu (Romania) as Vice-Chairmen. ■ 
Twenty-third session  o f  the Econonilc Commission f o r  Europe (item  3 o f  the Agenda)
5. On the b asis  o f  TIM/Worklng Paper No.118, the Committee took note o f  the 
re so lu tio n s  and other d e c is ion s  o f  the tw en ty-th ird  sess ion  o f  the Economic Commission 
f o r  Europe.
6 . In p a r t icu la r , the Committee noted the relevance to i t s  work o f  R esolu tion  3 (X X IIl) 
Long-term Programme and Methods o f  Work o f  the Commission, and R esolution  4 (X X IIl) -  
S c ie n t i f i c  and Technolog ical C o-operation . Delegates considered that in  the f i e ld s  
covered by these two re so lu t io n s , the Timber Committee was making an im portant 
con tr ib u tion  to  the ECE’ s o v e r a ll  work, ,



Matters a f fe c t in g  the work o f  the Timber Gommittee (Item 4 o f  the Agenda)
7. The Committee endorsed the proposals o f  i t s  O ffice -h o ld e rs  contained in  
TIM/Working Paper No.119 on the procedure f o r  the niarket d iscu ss ion s  a t i t s  current 
sess ion . '
8. With regard to  the proposals f o r  mediim-term trends surveys, i t  considered that 
these would be valuable in  provid in g  a lin k  between i t s  s h o r t -te m  market fo re ca s ts  
and the long-term  trends and p rosp ects  s tu d ies . I t  agreed to  the proposa ls as to  the 
scope, programme and method o f  conducting the surveys and decided to  undertake on a 
t r i a l  b a s is  a medium-term survey o f  the market fo r  pulpwood, p itp rop s  and 
m iscellaneous roundwood a t i t s  next sess ion  along the l in e s  set out in  the above
mentioned Working Paper. The United States d e leg a tion , w hile con siderin g  such surveys 
u s e fu l, doubted whether appropriate s t a t i s t i c a l  in form ation  would be a v a ila b le  fo r  the 
United S ta tes. I t  noted that the cap acity  surveys o f  .the FAO Ad'Tisory Committee on 
Pulp and Paper would provide va luable background m ateria l.
A c t iv it ie s  o f  other in tern a tion a l bodies re levan t to  the work o f  the Committee (Item 5 
o f  the Agenda) ■
(a) Food and AgricUlt-ure Q rganlzation (FAQ)
9 . The Committee's a tten tion  was drawn to  (a ) the e le c t io n  o f  Mr. A. Boerma as 
D irector-G eneral o f  FAO, (b ) i t s  reorgan iza tion  which puts Increased emphasis on f i e ld  
programmes as w ell as improved adm in istrative and operation a l e f f i c ie n c y ,  and (c )  the 
f iv e  areas o f  programme concentration  being pursued by the D irector-G en era l.
10. The Committee a lso  noted that the FAO Committee on Wood-Based Panel Products 
would hold i t s  second sess ion  from 6 to  8 November 1968, and would d ea l, in te r  a l i a , 
with a world-wide cap acity  survey, incorporatin g-th e. Eiiropean and North American ■ 
r e s u lts  o f  the Committee' s b ie n n ia l survey o f  the panel products in d u str ie s  (see item 
1 2 ( f )  o f  the Agenda). ■ ■ •
11. Attenti.on v/as a lso  dravm to  the 9th sess ion  o f  the FAO A dvisory Committee on Pulp 
and Paper, held  from 13 to  15 May 1968, to which nationa l or reg ion a l appra isa ls  o f  the- 
medium and long-term  outlook  i n •consumption, produ ction  and trade o f  pulp and'paper had 
bee.n presen ted 'by  delegates o f  major producing cou n tr ies . The Committee was informed 
that the second' sess ion  o f  the FAO Committee on F orest Development in  the Tropics would 
be held  in  October 1969; and that work was progressin g  on the In d ica tiv e  World Plan 
f o r  A g r icu ltu re , which includes the fo r e s t r y  and f is h e r ie s  s e c to r s .



(b ) United Nations Conference on Trade and Develooment (UNCTAD)
12. The Comnittee took note o f  the second meeting o f  the Join t UNCTAD/FAO Working 
Party on Forest and Timber Products, held  from 23 to  27 September 1968, which examined,' 
as i t s  major concern, the p o ss ib le  establishm ent o f  t r o p ic a l  timber bureaux. This 
Working Party had proposed a bureau with autonomous branches in  North America and 
Europe which, without engaging in  commercial a c t iv i t i e s ,  would promote the export o f  
t r o p ic a l  fo r e s t  products w ith p a r t icu la r  emphasis on lesser-knovm  species  and processed 
products.
13. The Working Party a lso  recommended that the p o s s ib i l i t y  be in v estig a ted  o f  
e s ta b lish in g  the bureau financed  p a r t ly  by the developing cou n tries  and p a rt ly  by the 
United Nations Development Programme S p ecia l Fund with a view to  eventual s e l f  fin an cin g  
by the developing cou n tr ies . In terested  developing cou n tries  would be a ss is te d  in  
th e ir  preparatory arrangements by FAO and UNCTAD (through the UNCTAD/GATT In tern ation a l 
Trade C entre).
Transport, handling and packaging o f  fo r e s t  nroducts (item  6 o f  the Agenda)
14 . The Committee rece ived  a rep ort on recen t developments in  the tra n sp ort, 
handling and packaging o f  fo r e s t  products from the expert appointed to  co -ord in a te  i t s  
a c t iv i t i e s ,  Mr. F e lix  Palmer (United Kingdom). I t  considered that developments in  
th is  f i e l d  were o f  great importance fo r  the future com petitive p o s it io n  o f  fo r e s t  
produ cts. The change to  modern methods o f  transport and handling a t  every stage 
between producer and consm er was ra p id ly  gaining momentum in  Europe, and there was an 
urgent need to  keep developments under constant review .
15. The Committee was a lso  informed o f  preparations fo r  the seminar on the tran sport,
handling and packaging o f  savm softw ood, to  be held  in  London on 14 October 1968, vd-th
a v i s i t  to  T ilbury Docks on 15 O ctober. I t  in v ite d  Mr. Palmer to  rep ort on the r e su lts  . 
o f  the seminar to  i t s  twenty-seventh sess ion . I t  hoped that the seminar would provide 
a valuable opportun ity f o r  the p a rtic ip a n ts ,-  who v d l l  in clude rep resen ta tives  from 
producers, exp orters, im porters, shipowners, stevedores and harbour a u th o r it ie s , to 
d iscu ss mutual problems and to  tr y  to  fin d  acceptab le  compromises to  p o ss ib ly  c o n f l ic t in g  
in te r e s ts .
16 . The Committee expressed i t s  deep ap p recia tion  to  Mr. Palmer f o r  h is  valuable work
over the past year, in  p a r t icu la r  fo r  the preparations fo r  the seminar.



Timber B u lle t in .fo r  Europe; fo llow -u p  a c t io n  to  the Study on the consumption o f  
tro-Qical hardwoods in  Europe (Item 7 o f  the Agenda)
17. The Timber Committea took note o f  the prelim iiiarj’- r e su lts  o f  an enquiry in to  work 
carried  ou t.pn , and a v a ila b le  in form ation  re la t in g  t o ,  the u t i l i z a t io n  o f  t r o p ic a l  
hardwoods (TIM/Working Paper No.121 ). This p r o je c t  had been agreed to  a t  i t s  25th 
sess ion  as a fo llow -u p  to  the Study on the consumption o f  t r o p ic a l  hardwoods in  Europe.
18. I t  was poin ted  out that a few cou n tries  had not ye t r e p lie d  to  the enquiry, while 
a number o f  others had not been in  a p o s it io n  to  provide f u l l  answers.
1 9 .. The Eoramlttee heard a statement from the rep resen tative  o f  FAO diawing a tten tion  
to.w ork linder way to  c o l la t e  a v a ila b le  data on the p rop erties  o f  t r o p ic a l  hardwoods 
and th e ir 'p re s e n t  and p o te n tia l u se s . '
20. . The Committee iiiv ite d  cou n tries  which had not y e t  done so to  re p ly  as f u l l y  as
p o ss ib le  to  the enquiry so that i t  would complement e f f e c t iv e ly  the work being carried
out by FAO on a world-vri.de le v e l  on t r o p ic a l  hardwoods. I t  agreed to examine a t i t s
next sess ion  what fu rth er a c t iv i t i e s  i t  might lindertaké in -th e  f i e ld s  o f  marketing and
u t i l lz a t io h  o f  t r o p ic a l  hardwoods. '
Report o f  the Symposium on fa c to r s  in flu en cin g  the consumption o f  wood-based panel 
products (Item 8 o f  the Agenda)  ̂  ̂  ̂  ̂ ^
21. The Cpmmlttee expressed i t s  s a t is fa c t io n  with the r e su lts  o f  the Symposium on ■ 
fa c to r s  in flu en cin g  the consumption o f  wood-based panel products (TIM/PANELS/32 and 
TIM/Working Paper No.122 ). I t  noted that the Symposium had achieved p o s it iv e  resvilts 
in  the f i e l d  o f  u t i l iz a t io n  techniques, although i t  keemcd that i t  had not been p o ss ib le  
to  explore in  s im ila r  depth the Important problems connected with the promotion and 
marketing o f  panel products.
22. In  accordance with the Symposium's recommendations f o r  fo llow -u p  a c t io n , the • 
Committee requested the S e cre ta r ia t, in  co -op era tion  with the ECE Housing Committee,

'FAO, and other competent in tern a tion a l organ iza tion s , to  undertake an enquiry in to  the • 
com parability  o f  n ation a l bu ild in g  codes and the reg u la tion s  re la t in g  to  the behaviour 
o f  wood produ cts , in clu d in g  wood-based panel produ cts , in  f i r e ,  and to  e s ta b lish  a . 
b ib liograp h y  o f  the f i r e  aspects o f  wood-based m ateria ls .
73 . The Committee requested the J o in t FAO/ECE Working Party on F orest and Forest
Products S t a t is t ic s  to  draw up an appropriate questionnaire f o r  the c o l le c t io n  o f  more 
d e ta ile d  s t a t is t i c s  on panel produ cts , as se t  out in  paragraph 26 o f  TIM/PANELS/32, fo r  
presentation  on an annual b a s is  to  the Committee's se ss ion s . I t  a lso  in v ite d  the
Working Party to  examine the b a s is  f o r  d istin g u ish in g  between improved and other types
o f  hoard in  In te rn a tio n a lly  comparable s t a t i s t i c s .



Preparations f o r  the Зутроа1шх on the in d u s tr ia l p rocessin g  o f  tem perate-zone hardwoods, 
to  be held in  Czechoslovakia in  May 1969 (Item 9 o f  the Agenda) ^
24 . The Committee rece ived  a rep ort on preparations f o r  the Symposium, which i t  agreed 
to  in clude in  i t s  programme o f  work fo r  1968/69. I t  noted that o f fe r s  had been 
rece iv ed  from severa l cou n tries  to nominate experts to  present papers to the Symposium, 
and expressed the view, that the Symposium would provide a valuable opportun ity to 
exchange experiences on a su b ject o f  considerab le  concern to many co u n tr ies .
Long-term programme o f  work f o r  1967/68 to  1971/72 (item  1C o f  the Agenda)
2 5 . The Committee's a tten tion  was drawn to  ECE R esolution  3 (X X IIl) -  Long-term 
programme and methods o f  work o f  the Commission, as w ell as to  the recen t d e c is io n  o f  
the Economic and S oc ia l Council -  E/RES/1367(XLV), operative  paragraph 8 , in  which 
the Council requested that the p r o je c ts  included  in  the work programmes o f  i t s  
'subsidiary bodies be c la s s i f ie d  in to  three ca tegor ies  o f  p r io r i t y ,  namely; A, Work o f  
h igh p r io r i t y ,  B. Work o f  p r io r i t y ,  and C. Work o f  le s s e r  p r io r i t y ,
26. The Committee considered that i t s  present long-term  programme o f  work (1967/68 to 
19 7 1/ 7 2 ) a ccu ra te ly  r e f le c te d  the needs o f  the present time and th a t, in  a d d it io n , i t  
had already estab lish ed  i t s  p r io r i t i e s  through the spacing in  time o f  these p r o je c ts  
(E/ECE/TIM/87, Annex I I ) .  Furthermore, i t  was not p o ss ib le  to  express the degree o f  
p r io r i t y  in  i t s  programme o f  work in  any other manner, s ince the a c t iv i t i e s  l i s t e d  as 
p r o je c ts  r e f le c te d  fo r  the most part the broad f ie ld s  o f  the Committee's a c t iv i t ie s  by 
s e c to r s , rather than c le a r ly  id e n t i f ie d  s in g le  p r o je c ts .
27. The Conffidttee considered  the re s u lts  o f  the S ecreta ria t enquiry regarding a d d ition a l 
p r o je c ts  that might be included in  the Timber Committee's long-term  programme o f  work and 
in  p a r t icu la r  the proposal to  e s ta b lish  a permanent subsid iary  body on the wood-working 
in d u s tr ie s . A fte r  a prolonged d iscu ss io n , the Committee decided to  recon sid er the 
la t t e r  question  a t i t s  twenty-seventh se ss io n . I t  agreed to  convene in  the in te rv a l an 
ad hoc meeting o f  experts to  examine the Committee's e x is t in g  long-term  programme o f  ' 
work in  the f i e l d  o f  the. wood-working in d u s tr ie s , together w ith the r e p lie s  to  the 
S e c r e ta r ia t 's  enquiry re fe rre d  to  above, and to present i t s  fin d in gs  to  the Committee's 
next sess ion . ’ .
Programme o f  work fo r  1968/69 (item  11 o f  the Agenda)
28. The Committee adopted that part o f  i t s  long-term  programme o f  work r e la t in g  to 
1968/69 (Annex I I ) .



Mark et i-eviev; and prospects  (Item 12 o f  the Agenda)
(a) In trod u ction  p f  market statem ents,bz.. d e lega tes   . ■- • ■
29. The Committee rece ived  statements on the developments " in  the.market fo r  sawn 
softw ood, hardwoods, pulpwood, p itp rop s  and panel products s ince  i t s  la s t  sess ion  in  
October 1967, and examined the S e c r e ta r ia t 's  d ra ft annual fo r e s t  products market 
review  (TiM/Working Paper No,125 and addenda). I t  com piled the worksheets reproduced 
in  th is  report as Tables 1 to  16 o f  Annex I ,
(b) Sawn softwood 

S itu ation  in  1 967

30. Production o f  sawn softwood in  Europe (USSR not included) d eclin ed  la s t  year 
by 210,000 standards (981,000 m )̂ to ' a t o t a l  o f  12 .1  m illio n  stds (56.6  m illio n  m )̂ 
or  rather le s s  than 2% below the t o t a l  o f  the previous year. Apparent consm ptlon  
estim ated at I 4 .O m illio n  stds (65 ,4  m illio n  m ) was a lso  low er, but ty  le s s  than 1%

compared vrith '1966. Europe’ s sawn softwood trade in  1967 was l i t t l e  changed from
that o f  the previous year. ' Exports (in clud ing  those o f  the USSR) at 5 .1  m illio n  
stds ■(23 ,7  m ill io n  m ) were down by le s s  than 2% w hile imports at 5..3 m illio n  stds 
(24,8  m ill io n  m -) rose  by rather more than 1 / .  Imports were h igher, d esp ite  a 

massive f a l l  o f  24 / in  western Germany which was more than o f fs e t  by su bstan tia l 
in creases in  a number o f  other cou n tr ies , notably the United Kingdom,. Italy,H ungary, 
France and'Denmark,'
Development o f  the 1968 market
3 1 , At la s t  y e a r 's  Timber Committee sess ion , i t  was considered that w ith the approach 
o f  the buying Campaign f o r  1968 there was an improvement in  the tone o f  the northern 
European market, A year la t e r ,  i t  now appears that th is  assessment o f  the prospects 
f o r  1968 was a sound one. The Committee had foreseen  that Europe's im port,
requirements' o f  sawn softw ood would be about 2 /  higher in  1968 than in  1967, and that
exports would be m arginally h igher. However, the new estim ates given at th is  y e a r 's  
sess ion  in d ica te  that trade f o r  1968 has expanded at a fa s te r  ra te  than had been 
an tic ip a ted  a year''ago. Europe's imports fo r  1968 now estim ated at 5.56 m illio n
stds (25.98 m ill io n  m )̂ are abo'at 263,000 stds (1 .2  m illio n  m )̂ or 5 / higher than the 
actua l t o t a l  f o r  1967, and the rev ised  estim ate f o r  exports at 6 .04  m illion , stds 
(28.22 m illio n  m ) shows an in crease  o f  over 240,000 stds (1.12 m illio n  m ) or 4 /  
higher than in  1967.
3 2 , In  the case o f  the rev ised  estim ates o f  im ports in  the current year, i t  i s  
In terestin g  to  note that the d ir e c t io n  o f  import trends in  a l l  but f i v e  European 
cou n tries  conforms with the patterns an tic ip a ted  a year ago. The rev ised  estim ates 
f o r  1968, however, from I t a ly ,  western Germary, the Netherlands, Belgiurr-Luxembourg 
and Hungary now shov.r su b sta n tia lly  higher estim ated imports f o r  1968 than they



o r ig in a lly  expected. These f iv e  cou n tries  between them account f o r  more than 90% 
o f  Europe's upward r e v is io n  o f  Import requirements in  I 968. The very much higher 
t o t a l  o f  im ports expected by the United Kingdom in  1968 compared w ith 1967 had been ,
fo re ca s t  at la s t  y e a r 's  session  and the rev ised  estim ate i s  on ly 2% above that given . 
on that occasion . '

33 . , The p r in c ip a l changes in  estim ates o f  sawn softwood exports in  19б8,- compared 
w ith those submitted a year ago, are in creases o f  150,000 stds (+13%) from Sweden;
65.000 stds (+4%) from the USSR; 64,000 stds (+12%) from A ustria  and an in crease  o f
65.000 stds (+65%) in  the estim ated exports from the U nited ' States to  Europe. Against 
these in crea ses , Canada's exports to Europe in  I 968, have been rev ised  downwards by
113.000  stds. (-20%) and export estim ates fo r  Finland and Romania are both somewhat 
lower now than had been expected la s t  year. .
34 . The buying campaign fo r  1968 was tem porarily brought to  a halt by the devaluation 
o f  s te r lin g  in  November 1967, which created  a great deal o f  u ncerta in ty  in  im porting • 
and exporting cou n tries  a lik e . However, fo llo w in g  the issu e  o f  stock  notes by the 
USSR at p r ice  le v e ls  which es ta b lish ed  a bas is  f o r  the resumption o f  n e g o tia tio n s ,
the 1968 campaign then developed ra p id ly . The rep orts  from most cou n tries  in d ica te  
that con d ition s  in  the sawn softwood market have been reasonably s ta b le  in  1968, 
although in  cen tra l Europe, the market only gradually recovered from the e f fe c t s  
o f  la s t  y e a r 's  storm damage to  fo r e s t s .  •
35 . I t  seys much f o r  the c lo s e r  understanding o f  the mutual problems o f  im porters 
and eзфorters that an event o f  such major economic s ig n ifica n ce  as the devaluation 
o f  s te r lin g  should not have created  more disturbance than i t  d id  in  the European 
sawn softwood market. A decade or more ago the s itu a tio n  would probably have been 
v a s t ly  d if fe r e n t .
Outlook fo r  1969 '
36 .■ For 1969 Europe's estim ated t o t a l  o f  import requirements o f  5 .4  m illio n  stds
(2 5 .1  m illio n  m^) shows a d eclin e  o f  196,000 stds (920,000 m )̂ or 3^%. This is

3almost e n tire ly .d u e  to  a decrease o f  185,000 stds (865,000 m ) or 9g-%, in  the estim ated 
import requirements o f  the United Kingdom in  1969 .compared with the estim ated t o t a l  '
f o r  the current year. The reason f o r  t h is ,  which was r e fe r r e d -to  in  the United .
Kingdom's market statement, i s  the an tic ip a ted  rundown o f  im p orters ', m erch a n tsa n d  . 
con sm ers ' stocks o f  sawn softwood that i s  expected to  take p lace  p r io r  to  the 
in trod u ction  o f  m etric measure in  A p r il 1970. However the Committee noted that th is  ,
fo re ca s te d  downward trend might not be so severe, should ample supplies o f  sawn softwood , 
cut. .to m etric measure, be a v a ila b le  f o r  im portation, la te r  in  1969 fo r  w inter stock-holdi'ngv
37. : The estim ated t o t a l  o f  .E uropes : export prospects in  1969, includ ing  those to  .

3Europe from cou n tries  ou tside the re g ion , at 6 .0  m illio n  stds (28-0 m illio n  m ) shows ^
a s lig h t  d eclin e  o f  40,000 stds (187,000 m )̂ compared w ith the rev ised  t o t a l  f o r  1968.



Reduced exports prospects from Sweden, C zechoslovakia, Poland and Romania are not 
q u ite  counterbalanced by s l ig h t ly  Increased export a v a i la b i l i t ie s  from Finland and - 
A ustria , and an in crease  in  Canada’ s estim ated export a v a i la b i l i t ie s  f o r  Europe.
38. The estim ate o f  Canada’ s export prospects to  Europe envisages that the drop o f  
2С/ in  exports to  Europe expected in  1968 w i l l  be reversed in  1969, so that the t o t a l  
f o r  next year w i l l  approach the 1967 le v e l  o f  5CC,CCC s td s . (2 .3  m illio n  m^). In 
th is  connexion i t  i s  in te re s t in g  to  note that whereas Canada's production  o f  sawn 
softwood is  expected to  in crease by 34C,CCC stds in  1968, i t s  exports to  Europe are 
estim ated to  drop by 56,CCC s td s . This change o f  pattern  is  due to  Canada's 
increased exports to  the United States and Japan at p r ice s  su b sta n tia lly  higher than 
those ru lin g  in  the European market.
39. Some years ago the Committee was apprehensive le s t  the recess ion  in  the United 
States demand f o r  lumber would d isrupt the s t a b i l i t y  o f  the European market by 
in creasin g  the a v a i la b i l i t ie s  o f  Canadian wood. The reverse would now seem to  be 
the case and the higher Canadian export p r ice s  f o r  lower q u a lity  timber compared with 
those o f  other supplying countries may have an in flu en ce  on the pattern  o f  Europe's 
in ports  in  1969.
40. The question  o f  forward p r ice s  f o r  1969 was a lso  re fe rred  to  in  some o f  the 
reports o f  European exp orters . Several exporting countries expressed the opin ion  
that the economic return on production  is  u n sa tis fa c to ry , e s p e c ia lly  in  whitewood 
and lower q u a lit ie s  o f  redwood.
41. At la s t  y e a r 's  se ss io n , the Committee noted that the economies o f  most western 
European cou n tries  were under le s s  s tra in  than in  1966, and that some had embarked' 
upon cautious r e f la t io n a iy  p o l i c i e s ,  although no rapid upsurge in  demand was foreseen .
In the intervening p e r iod , the recovery  in  o v e r a ll  economic a c t iv it y  in  western Europe 
has gathered momentum, although a few cou n tries  are m aintaining r e s t r ic t iv e  p o l ic ie s  and 
in  some there has been l i t t l e  recovery  as ye t in  dw elling con stru ction . In eastern 
Europe, economic expansion has continued and a c t iv it y  in  dw elling con stru ction , a fte r  
remaining on a plateau f o r  a number o f  yea rs , appears to  have resumed i t s  upward trend. 
In both western and eastern Europe, economic expansion in  1969 is  expected to  be 
maintained.
42. A fter  the s l ig h t  setbacks in  the two previous yea rs , the e jpansion  o f  Europe's 
domestic requirements o f  sawn softwood i s  expected to  be resumed in  1968 and 1969. At 
14 .2 4  m illio n  stds (66 .5  m illio n  m )̂ the estim ated t o t a l  f o r  1968 i s  2%  up on the la s t

О
year and a fu rth er  in crease  o f  2g-/ to  a t o t a l  o f  14.28 m illio n  stds (66 .7  m illio n  m ) 
i s  fo re ca s t  f o r  1969.



43. The Coimnlttee noted that an e a r ly  opening o f  the buying campaign f o r  1969 was 
gen era lly  an tic ip a ted  from the reasonably o p t im is t ic  tone o f  the statements presented 
b y  d e lega tion s , the Coimnlttee concluded that there should be an o rd erly  development 
o f  next y e a r 's  market.
(c )  Hardwoods

( l )  Savm hardwood
44. Totals o f  Europe's p rodu ction , trade and domestic requirements o f  sawn hardwood 
in  1967 and the Timber Committee's estim ates f o r  I 968 and 1969 are shown below;

European to ta ls  f o r  sawn hardwood in  1967 and estim ates
fo r  1968 and 1969 

3(m illio n  m )

-Produotlon a / Imports Exports Domestic ^ 1  
requirements

Year
Volume

% change 
from 

previous 
year

Volume
% change 

from 
previous 

year
Volume

% change 
from 

previous 
year

Volvime
% change 

from 
previous 

year

Tençierate- 
zone species

1967
1968 
1969

• • 
• • 
• •

2.06
2 .13W

+ 0.6% 
+ 2.9% 
-  0.9%

1.97 
2.00 / 
2.04^^

-  1 . 3%
+ 1.5% 
+ 2.0%

Й • 
• • 
• •

T rop ica l
sp ecies

1967
1968 
1969

• • 
• • 
• •

1.06
1.13
1 .1 7 ^

-0.9%
+ 6.6% 
+ 3 . 5%

0.06
0.06
0 .0 6 c /

+15.7% • • 

• •

T ota l 1967
1968 
1969

16.71
16.46
16.82

+ 1.6% 
-  1.5% 
+ 2.2%

3.11
3.26
3 .2 8 ^

+ 4 . 8% 
+ 0.6%

2.03 
2.06 
2. Ю с /

-  0.8% 
+ 1.5% 
+ 1.9%

17 .4 5
17.28
17.52

+2.4%d/
-1.0%
+1 . 4%

a /  Excluding USSR ^  Import requirements с /  Export prospects
^  Change in  apparent consumption (roughly equal to dom estic requirements)

45. A fter  reaching peak le v e ls  in  1967, the estim ates show that production  and domestic 
requirements o f  sawn hardwood in  Europe (excluding the USSR) may d e c lin e  s l ig h t ly  in  1968. 
This i s  due c h ie f ly  to  lower estim ates submitted f o r  I ta ly , where output is  expected to 
revert to  normal le v e ls  a fte r  reaching an e x ce p tio n a lly  high le v e l  in  1967. The slow lo n g -  ' 
term upward trend in  Europe's production  and domestic requirements is  expected to  be 
resumed in  I 969.
46. Europe's exports and imports o f  sawn hardw ood,including those o f  the U SSR,levelled out 
in  1967 at about the record  1966 volumes. Exports are estim ated to  r is e  s l ig h t ly  in  both 
1968 and 1969. For im ports, the estim ates show a fa s te r  growth in  I 968 o f  imports o f  
t r o p ic a l  sawn hardwood than o f  tem perate-zone, and in  th is  connexion the Committee noted 
the su bsta n tia l r is e  in  a number o f  co u n tr ie s ' imports from Malaysia and the Ivory Coast 
that had taken p lace  in  the f i r s t  h a lf  o f  the year, compared with January-June 1967.



47. Stocks in  the lead in g  sawn hardwood im porting country, the United Kingdom, which
were low at the end o f  1967, f e l l  further in  the early  part o f  1968 and su b sta n tia lly
increased  im ports o f  sawn hardwood estim ated fo r  1968 v d l l  go p a r tly  to  re -s to ck in g . 
In 1969 there may be fu rth er  growth o f  Imports o f  t r o p ic a l  sawnwood, but a s lig h t  
f a l l  o f  those o f  tem perate-zone sp e c ie s , due p r in c ip a lly  to  low er United Kingdom 
import requirements o f  tem perate-zone sawn hardwood.

( l i )  Hardwood log s
48. The Committee's estim ates o f  Europe's trade in  hardwood log s  are given below;

European to ta ls  f o r  hardwood- lo g s  in  1967 and estim ates f o r  1968 and 1969
О

(m illio n  m )

1
Imports Exports

1 Year
Volume

/  change 
from 

previous 
year

Volume
/  change 

from 
previous 

year

Temperate-zone
species

1967
1968
1969 •

1.56 + Í 6 .9 /  
-  0 .6 /
+ 2 ,4 /

1 .2 4  ' 

1 .2 8 ^

+ 8 .8 /  
+ 4 .8 /  
-  2 .0 /

T rop ica l species 1967
1968 
1969

5.07 -  3 .4 /  
+ 6 .3 /  
+ 1 .9 /

0.06 
0.06, / 
0 .0 6 ^

+ 18 .2 /
-  3 .1 /
-  4 .8 /

T ota l ' ; 1967 
1 1968 
i 1969

6.63

7 .0 8 ^

+ 0 .7 /
+ 4 .7 /  ■
+ 2 .0 /

1____...., _____ .

1 .31

1.34^/

+10.9 /  
+ 4 .4 /  
-  2 .1 /

' Note: D eta il may not add to  t o t a ls ,  due to  rounding o f f .
a /  Import requirements ^  Export prospects

49. Europe's trade in  hardwood lo g s  expanded in  1967, with exports, in clu d in g  those 
o f  the USSR, r is in g  by 1 0 / to  a new record  le v e l  and im ports shoving on ly  a s lig h t  
in crea se . Imports o f  tem perate-zone hardwood lo g s  rose s tron g ly  in  1967, but those o f  
t r o p ic a l  species  d eclin ed  by A rriva ls  from a l l  o f  Europe's main t r o p ic a l  hardwood
lo g  suppliers  f e l l ,  with the exception  o f  the Ivory Coast, whose shipments to  Europe 
showed a fu rth er su bstan tia l in crease . Hardwood lo g s  from the la t t e r  source accounted 
fo r  nearly  tw o -f i fth s  o f  Europe's t o t a l  t r o p ic a l  lo g  imports in  1967.
50. A fter  a strong expansion in  the f i r s t  h a lf  o f  1968, the Committee's estim ates 
in d ica te  that Europe's im ports o f  t r o p ic a l  hardwood log s  may grow more slow ly  in  the 
second h a lf .  E xception a lly  heavy ra ins in  West A fr ica  are reported  to  be delaying



e x p lo ita t io n  and the transport o f  lo g s  to  the coast fo r  export. In con trast to the ^
developments in  1967, t r o p ic a l  sp ecies  are estim ated to  account f o r  the whole o f  the
increase in  Europe's hardwood lo g  imports in  1968. Most o f  the lead in g  im porting 
cou n tries  expect to  in crease th e ir  imports o f  t r o p ic a l  lo g s , A fu rth er expansion in  
hardwood lo g  import requirements i s  fo re ca s t  fo r  1969, the rate  o f  growth, however, 
being slower than in  1968 and both tem perate-zone and tr o p ic a l  sp ecies  con tribu tin g

3
to  the in crease . The estim ated volume o f  t r o p ic a l  lo g  im ports, 5.49 m illio n  m , i s  
s im ila r  to  the previous peak recorded in  1964. :
51. Europe's hardwood lo g  exports in  1968 are estim ated to  r is e  above th e ir  peak 1967 
le v e l ,  the main change expected being an exception a l volume o f  shipments o f  60,000 n P  

from Czechoslovakia, normally on ly a minor exporter o f  th is  assortm ent. With the 
l e t t e r 's  exports estim ated to  revert to  a low le v e l  in  1969, Europe's estim ated t o t a l  
o f  export prospects next year i s  s l ig h t ly  below that fo r  1968.

( i i i )  P rices  f o r  hardwoods
52. P rices  fo r  hardwoods, both lo g s  and sawnwood, have been firm  during 1968, e s p e c ia lly  
so in  the case o f  ce r ta in  t r o p ic a l  species  such as s ip o , the a v a i la b i l i t y  o f  which has 
been in s u f f ic ie n t  to  meet the demand in  Europe, P rices  fo r  European hardwoods have 
a lso  been firm , although there remains a wide d i f fe r e n t ia l  between those fo r  the top
and the lower q u a lit ie s .
(d ) Pulpwood and p itprops

( i )  Pulpwood
53. Totals o f  Europe's indigenous a v a i la b i l i t ie s ,  trade and dom estic requirements o f  
pulpwood (round or s p l i t ,  residues, ch ips and p a r t ic le s )  in  1967 and the Timber Committee's 
estim ates fo r  1968 and 1969 are shown below;

European to ta ls  fo r  pulpwood in  1967 and estim ates fo r  1968 and 1969
О

(m illio n  m )

Year

Indigenous / 
a v a i la b i l i t i e s ^ Imports Exports Domestic / 

requirem ents^
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% change 
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previous 
year
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/  change 

from 
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■ from 
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1967
1968 
1969

108.53 
108.05 
113.51

+ 9 .9 / ' '  
-  0 .4 /
+ 5 .1 /

12.85 
12.62 /

+ 9 .7 / "  
-  1 .8 /
-  1 .7 /

12.06
1 0 .8 0 . /
1 0 .5 8 ^

+ 7 .5 / "  
-1 0 .5 /
+ 2 .0 /

111.00
114.81
119.82

.  5 ; 6 / ^  
+ 3 .4 /
+ 4 .4 /

a /  Excluding the USSR 

с /  Import requirements

y '  Change in  apparent consumption (roughly 
equal to  dom estic requirem ents)

d /  Export prospects ,



54. The rev ised  estim ate fo r  1968 o f  dom estic requirements o f  114 .8  m illio n  m in  
Eui’ope (excluding the USSR) i s  on ly l-g-% higher than the t o t a l  fo re ca s t  at la s t  y e a r 's  
Timber Committee sess ion . An in te re stin g  example o f  the Improvement in  the a b i l i t y  to 
give acciirate fo re ca s ts  fo r  the year ahead i s  shovm by the fa c t  that in  aggregate the
rev ised  t o t a l  f o r  dom estic requirements in  the three Nordic cou n tries  in  1968 i s  now

3 3estim ated at 63 .9  m illio n  m compared with 64 .0  m illio n  m which was put forward a
year ago. As fo re ca s t  on that occasion  the trend was upwards in  Sweden and Finland
and d e c lin in g  in  the case o f  Norway.
55. Apart from these three cou n tr ies , which between them account f o r  w ell over a h a lf  
o f  Europe's t o t a l  requirements o f  pulpwood, there were notable in creases in  a number o f  
cou n tries , in clu d in g  A ustria , Romania and Poland.
56. Out o f  Sweden's t o t a l  consumption o f  nearly  33 m illio n  o f  wood used fo r  pulping 
and fo r  the production  o f  fib reboard  and p a r t ic le  board in  1967, roughly 6 m illio n  m 
(18%) con sisted  o f  ch ips and wood residu es. From a v a ila b le  data, i t  would appear th a t, 
although Europe's dom estic requirements o f  pulpwood are expected to  expand in  1968, the
t o t a l  volume that co n s is ts  o f  wood resid u es , ch ips and p a r t ic le s  may be le s s  than in
1967.
57. In Canada requirements are estim ated to  r is e  in  1968 compared with 1967 by 3 .1

3 3 3m3.11ion m to  60.0  m illio n  m and in  the United States by 2 .4  m illio n  m to  120,5
3

m illio n  m . The Canadian estim ate fo r  1968 i s  unchanged from that fo re ca s t  at la s t
y e a r 's  sess ion  and that o f  the United States i s  on ly m arginally h igher.
58. Indigenous a v a i la b i l i t ie s  o f  pulpwood in  Europe (exclud ing the USSR) rose  by as 
much as 10% in  1967, or almost double the ra te  o f  in crease o f  apparent consumption, due 
p a rtly  to  the salvaging o f  storm-damaged tim ber in  cen tra l Europe and unusually 
favourable weather con d ition s  fo r  logg in g  in  the 1966/67 f e l l in g  season in  Sweden.
For 1968, i t  i s  estim ated that indigenous a v a i la b i l i t ie s  w i l l  d ec lin e  s l ig h t ly .  Sweden
and western Germany, between them, estim ate a combined decrease in  a v a i la b i l i t ie s  o f

3 3
2 ,5  m illio n  m , while th e ir  dom estic requirements are expected to  r is e  by 1 .7  m illio n  m ,
so that in  1968 Europe's net a v a i la b i l i t ie s  (dom estic a v a i la b i l i t ie s  plus net Imports)
are estim ated to  be more in  l in e  with dom estic requirements than was the case in  1967.
59. T ota l Indigenous a v a i la b i l i t ie s  o f  pulpwood in  Canada in  1968 are estim ated at

3 368.0  m illio n  m , somewhat higher than la s t  y e a r 's  estim ate and nearly  4 .0  m illio n  m
(6%) higher than in  1967. I t  i s  estim ated that 26¿-% o f  the 1968 t o t a l  w i l l  be chips
and wood residues as against- 24¿'% o f  the 1967- t o t a l .  Indigenous a v a i la b i l i t ie s  are

3
a lso  expected to  in crease  in  the United States to  a t o t a l  o f  119.5 m illio n  m in  1968

3
or 4 .7  m illio n  m (4%) above the t o t a l  fo r  la s t  year. In th is  case 2 9 ^ %  o f  the t o ta l  
estim ate i s  accounted fo r  by chips and resid u es , the same proportion  as in  1967.



60. European im ports o f  pulpwood ( a l l  assortm ents) are estim ated to  d e c lin e  by 1 .8 /  
in  1968, higher imports by I ta ly ,  A ustria , the United Kingdom and Norway being rather 
more than o f f s e t  by d ec lin es  in  western Germany, Finland and France,
61. Almost the whole o f  the drop o f  one and a quarter m illio n  m in  Europe's exports 
in  1968 compared to  1967 i s  due to  an estjm ated decrease o f  2 3 / in  the exports o f  the 
USSR. For the r e s t  o f  Europe i t  i s  estim ated that t o t a l  exports in  1968 w i l l  be

3
v ir tu a lly  unchanged from the t o t a l  o f  6 .5  m illio n  m in  1967,
62. A fter the d ece le ra tio n  in  growth rate  o f  Europe's output o f  products derived  
from pulpwood (woodpulp, fib reboard  and p a r t ic le  board) between 1964 and 1967, the 
Committee noted that an improvement appeared to  be tak ing p lace  in  the current year 
and that, with the renewed upward trend o f  o v e ra ll economic a c t iv i t y  in  western 
Europe expected to  continue, fu rth er growth in  production  was foreseen  f o r  1969.
This would help to  ra ise  capacitja operating  r a t io s ,  although i t  seemed u n lik e ly  that 
the considerab le ca p a city  surpluses in  these in d u stries  in  recent years could  be 
elim inated e n t ir e ly .
63. Em’o p e 's  (excluding the USSR) requirements o f  pulpwood in  1969 are expected to 
grow at a rather fa s te r  rate  than in  1968. w hilst Norv/ay envisages no expansion
in  1969, the increased  requirements by Sweden and Finland account fo r  about a h a lf

3 3o f  Europe's t o t a l  estim ated r is e  o f  5.0 m illio n  m to  119.8 m illio n  m . Almost
a l l  other European cou n tries  in d ica te  increased  requirements in  1969 compared with
estim ated fo r  the current year.
64. Import requirements o f  pulpwood fo r  Europe in  1969 and export prospects  
(in clu d in g  those o f  the USSR) are in  both cases only s l ig h t ly  le s s  than the to ta ls  
o f  im ports and exports r e s p e c t iv e ly , estim ated fo r  the current year. .
65. The Committee noted that Europe's net a v a il .a b ilit ie s  o f  pulpwood estim ated fo r  1969

3 3were 119 .5  m illio n  m and that doBiestic requirements v/ere 119.8 m illio n  m . I t
concluded that the c losen ess o f  the tx/o estim ates in d ica ted  that the improvement in
the demand/supply balance o f  pulpwood that was taking p lace  in  th e .cu rren t year
should be con solid a ted  in  1969. ,



( i i )  P itprops ■ ^
66, Totals of. Europe's indigenous a v a i la b i l i t i e s ,  trade and dom estic requirements 
o f  p itp rop s  in  1967 and the Timber Committee's estim ates f o r  1968 and 1969 are shown 
below; ; •

European to ta ls  f o r  p itprops in  1967 and estim ates f o r  1968 and 1969
О
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10.29" 

10.16 
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~ 5 , 3/ "

-  1 ,4 /

-  2 .2 /

1.02

0.83

0 .8 9 ^

-  2 9 .6 /  

-  1 8 .9 /  
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1 .3 1
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1 .0 2 - /

-  29 . 2/  

, -  1 6 .3 /

-  6 .8 /

1 1 . 30"
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10 .4 7

-  6 .8 / "

-  5 .6 /

-  1 .9 /

a /  Exc3-uding the USSR.
Ъ /  Import requirem ents. ■
с /  Export p rosp ects , ' . ' '

67, Firm estim ates are not a v a ila b le  from a fevr cou n tr ies , but i t  appears that in  
Europe (excluding the USSR) the long-term  downward tendency in  produ ction  and 
consumption o f  p itp rop s  i s  continuing in  1968, The ra te  o f  decrease may, however, 
be le s s  than the average o f  recent yea rs , and the a v a ila b le  estim ates fo r  1969 suggest 
that the f a l l  next year may a lso  be quite sm all. Production  in  Poland, the leading 
European producer and consumer, i s  estim ated to  r is e  s l ig h t ly  between 1967 and I 969 

and in  the United Kingdom to  remain more or le s s  constant.



68. Follow ing the steep f a l l  in  trade in  1967, a fu rth er considerab le  d e c lin e  is  
expected in  1968, the main change in  exports being an estim ated d e c lin e  o f  21% in  
those o f  the USSR. Imports are estim ated to  d eclin e  by 9% in  Hungary, which may 
nevertheless account f o r  about 60% o f  the r e g io n 's  im ports in  the current yea r.
A rriva ls  in  the United Kingdom are expected to  drop by 38% from the 1967 l e v e l ,  prov id ing  
a marked contrast with the an tic ip a ted  unchanged volume o f  indigenous produ ction  noted 
above. .
69. A fu rth er  decrease in  European exports o f  p itp rop s  i s  foreseen  in  1969, although 
i t  i s  expected to  be at a slower ra te  than in  the current yea r. Shipments from the 
USSR are estim ated to  be only s l ig h t ly  below the 1968 estim ated volume o f  720,000 m3.
The 7% r is e  in ' estim ated imports in  1969 i s  due to  a planned import o f  p itp rop s  in to  
B ulgaria o f  118,000 m3, compared w ith r e la t iv e ly  small qu a n tities  in  1967 and estimated 
f o r  1968. Further decreases are expected in  the imports o f  Hungary and western Germany, 
but those o f  the United Kingdom are estim ated to  le v e l  out a t the 1968 volume. -

( i l l  ) P rices  fo r  pulpwood and, p itp rop s  • '
70. As noted in  the report o f  the CoBimittee's la s t  sess ion , o v e r -a v a ila b l l i t y  o f  
roundwood in  some countries a r is in g .o u t  o f  the storm damage to  fo r e s ts  in  1966/67 
accentuated the downward trend in  pulpwood p r ice s  during 1967. Statements from severa l ' 
d e legation s  at the current sess ion  reported  a fu rth er d ec lin e  in  p r ice s  in  the f i r s t  
h a lf  o f  1968. There were in d ic a t io n s , however, that the gradual improvement in  the 
demand/supply balance had checked the downward d r i f t  in  p r ice s  fo r  con iferou s  pulpwood, 
w hile some countries reported  upward adjustments in  p r ic e . le v e ls  f o r  broadleaved ’ ' 
pulpwood in  Í968. Follow ing the Finnish Government's d e c is io n  to  reduce the export ' 
le v y  on ce rta in  fo r e s t  produ cts , agreement was reached between the fo r e s t  owners and 
fo r e s t  in d u stries  on an average p r ice  in crease  fo r  d e livered  pulpwood o f  10-15% over
the le v e l  in  the 1967/68 f e l l in g  season. This reversed the downward trend in  p r ice s  
over the past three years.
71. P itprop p r ice s  gen era lly  fo llow ed  the downward trend f o r  sm a ll-s ized  roundwood in  ’
1967 and the f i r s t  h a lf  o f  I 968, although In the United Kingdom home market no 
s ig n if ic a n t  bas ic  changes in  p r ice s  ha.ve taken p la ce , in  sp ite  o f  the in creased  ■
a v a i la b i l i t y  o f  roundwood from storm-damaged fo r e s ts  in  Scotland.



(e )  Panel products .
( i )  Plywood and blockboards . . .

72. T otals o f  Europe's p rodu ction ; trade and dom estic requirements o f  plywoods . 
(in clu d in g  blockboards) in  1967 and the Timber Committee's estim ates fo r  1968 and 1969 
are shown below;

European to t a ls  f o r  -plywood and bockboards In  1967 and 
estim ates fo r  1968 and 1969

(m illio n  m )̂
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+ 3.9% 
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1.71-Ь /

+2 1 . 

+ 6 . 
+ 0 .

1 .14
1 .24
1 .31ç /

+ 7.1% 

+ 9.4% 
+ 5.1%

3.96

4 .24
4.32

-+■ 6 .7  
+ 1 .

' + 1 .

а /  Excluding USSR ^  Import requirements с /  Export prospects
d /  Change in  apparent consum ption(roughly equal to  dom estic requirem ents)

7 3 .. Production o f  plywoods in  Europe (excluding the USSR) i s  estim ated to  expand 
fa s te r  in  1968 and 1969 than in  1967. Over the tw o-year p e r io d ,1967 to  1969, the 
la rg e s t  in creases are expected in  I t a ly ,  Finland, Spain and France. Growth in  European 
co u n tr ie s ' dom estic requirements i s  estim ated to  r is e  by 7% in  1968, but the growth 
ra te  may slow down in  1969.
74 . A fter strong е2фапз1оп in  1967, Europe's trade in  plywoods i s  estim ated to  show 
fu rth er su bsta n tia l growth in  1968, although in  con trast to  the trends in  1967, exports 
may increase fa s te r  than im ports, p a r t ly  due to  a renewed upward trend in  exports to
the United S ta tes , where t o t a l  plywood imports are estim ated to  in crease by 36% in  I 968 

1.4 5  m illio n  m . Europe's plywood exports and imports are expected to  expand fu rth er 
in  1969, although at a slower ra te  than in  1968. ■



( i i  ) P a r t ic le  board (in clu d in g  fla x b o a rd )
75, Totals o f  Europe’ s p rodu ction , trade and dom estic requirements o f  p a r t ic le  
board (in clu d in g  flaxboa rd ) in  1967, and the Committee’ s estim ates fo r  1968 and 1969 
are shown below;

European t o t a ls  fo r  p a r t ic le  board (in clu d in g  flaxboa rd ) in  1967 
and estim ates fo r  1968 and 1969

' ' (m illio n  m .t . )
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a /  Excluding the USSR ^  Import requirements с /  Export prospects
d /  Change in  apparent consumption (roughly equal to  dom estic requirem ents)

76. Production and apparent consumption o f  p a r t ic le  board in  Europe (excluding the 
USSR) rose  by nearly  1 0 / in  1967 over 1966 and although th is  ra te  o f  growth was 
low er than in  previous yea rs , i t  was nonetheless higher than that recorded by any 
ether se cto r  o f  fo r e s t  p rodu cts . In  1968, the estim ates p oin t to  a notable 
a cce le ra t io n  in  grovrth, with both produ ction  and dom estic requirements expanding by 
about 1 8 / over the 1967 t o t a l  to  approxim ately 5.5 m illio n  tons in  both cases. Further 
su bsta n tia l growth i s  p red icted  f o r  1969, although the 1968 rate o f  expansion i s  not 
expected to  be maintained. A ll  cou n tries  expect to share in  the grovrth o f  dom estic 
requirements between 1967 and 1969, p a r t ic u la r ly  large  in creases being estim ated by 
western Cermany, the w orld ’ s lead ing  consumer, France and the United Kingdom.



77. Trade in  p a r t ic le  board in  Europe, in c lu d in g  the USSR, i s  estim ated to  in crease  
In 1968 a t a s im ila r  ra te  to  th at recorded in  1967 over 1966. P a rt icu la r ly  strong 
growth i s  estim ated in  the inçjorts o f  the United Kingdom, which in  1968 may become 
the lead ing  in s e r tin g  coim try , fo llow ed  by the Netherlands, On the other hand, 
im ports by western Germany are estim ated to  f a l l  sharply in  1968 f o r  the second year 
in  su ccession , A major expansion in  F in lan d 's  exports i s  the most n otab le  change in  

E urope's export Qstlmates f o r  1968, Expansion b f  European в2ф o rts  and imiibrts i s  
expected to  continue in  I 969, an in te r e s t in g  fea tu re  being th at western Germany, with 
a fu rth er reduction  in  im ports and in crease  in  exp orts, v r ill bocomo a n e t.oxp ortor  o f  
p a r t ic le  board fo r  the f i r s t  time in  the present decade,

( i i i )  Fibreboard
78, T ota ls  o f  Europe's p rodu ction , trade and dom estic requirem ents o f  fib reboard  in. 
1967, and the Committee's estim ates f o r  I 968 and 1969 are shovm below;

European to t a ls  f o r  fib reb oa rd  in  1967 and estim ates ,
_ -i f o r  1968 and 1969  ̂ ' ■
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79 . A fter  resuming an upward trend in  1967, gro.wth in  production  and dom estic - 
requirements in  Europe, excluding the USSR, i s  estim ated to  a cce le ra te  in  I 968 to  
reach t o ta ls  o f  2 ,74  and 2,67 m illio n  m3 r e s p e c t iv e ly . Further expansion i s  p red icted  
in  1969 a t a ra te  somewhat below that expected f o r  the current yea r. Over the p eriod  

1967 to  1969, su bstan tia l in creases  in  output are foreseen  in  Sv/eden, the lead ing 
European producer, Prance, Finland, w hile the on ly  la rge  producer expecting a f a l l  in  
output i s  western Germany, which i s  m irrored by a d e c lin e  in  dom estic requirem ents.



8 0 .  The sharp recovery  in  E iirope's trade in  fib reboard  in  1967 i s  expected to  be 
fo llow ed  by fu rth er  su bstan tia l growth in  1963 and 19б9, although, according to  the 
Gomraittee's estim ates, the ra te  o f  grovrth may be somewhat reduced next y ea r . Between 
1967 and 19б9> the la r g e s t  in creases  in  the volume o f  exports are expected in  Sweden, 
Finland and Poland and r e la t iv e ly  fa s t  growth in  Austria and Romania. S ubstantial 
growth in  im ports i s  foreseen  in  the United Kingdom, although an estim ated l:
Increase between 1967 and 1963 i s  expected to  be fo llow ed  by slower expansion next 
year. Poland 's im ports are estim ated to  r i s e  strong ly  over the tw o-year p eriod  and 
i t  may have become a net im porter by 1969.

P rices  f o r  panel products
81. Although the underlying tone o f  the European market f o r  panel products has shown 
an Improvement in  1968 and p r ice s  f o r  plywood have been reasonably firm , those f o r  
p a r t ic le  board and fib reboard  are s t i l l  gen era lly  at what producers consider to  be 
unremuneratively low le v e ls .  The downward trend in  dom estic p r ice s  f o r  p a r t ic le  . 
board in  western Germany appeared to  le v e l  out in  April., and even to  r is e  s l ig h t ly  
in  the fo llo w in g  months. A simil.ar trend was observed f o r  okoumé plywood in  France, 
P r ice s  o f  Imported plywood in  western Germany have remained almost constant, but 
those f o r  imported fib reboard  and p a r t ic le  board have tended to  f a l l  below the end- 
1967 le v e ls .  P rices  f o r  fib reboard  in  Sweden have gen era lly  remained firm .
82. E3cport p r ice s  f o r  Finnish, (bd.rch) plywood have continued to  r is e  s te a d ily  during 
the current year. In the United S ta tes , the recovery  in  softwood plywood p r ice s  that 
began in  the la t t e r  h a lf  o f  1967 p e rs is te d  in  the early  months o f  1968 and the
average wholesale p r ic e  f o r  the f i r s t  f i v e  months o f  th is  year was 19% above that f o r
the corresponding months o f  1967. .
83. In the United Kingdom i t  i s  d i f f l c iJ l t  to  make comparisons o f  p r ice s  o f  imported 
panel products as between 1968 and 1967 because o f  the e f fe c t s  o f  the devaluation  o f  
s t e r l in g ■la s t  November. At that t im e ,. however, the volume o f  landed stocks and'
forward con tracts  which had been concluded p r io r  to  deva lu ation , notably  those f o r
plywood, was adequate to  meet dom estic consumption needs w e ll in to  the f i r s t  h a lf
o f  1968. N evertheless by July th is  year the average c . i . f ,  c o s t  o f  a r r iv a ls  .showed 
b ig  advances compared with those a year ago, hut in  most in stan ces they d id  not 
r e f l e c t  the f u l l  in crease  o f  16.7% that could  have taken p la ce  as a r e s u lt  o f  
deva lu ation . .



( f )  B ien n ia l survey o f  the production  cap acity  o f ,  and raw m ateria l consumption 
by t h e .wood-based panel products in d u str ie s

84-. The Committee considered the fin d in g s  o f  the d ra ft  b ie n n ia l survey o f  the
production  cap acity  o f ,  and raw m aterial consumption by, the wood-based panel
products in d u s tr ie s  (Tlh/W orking Paper No. 1 2 6 ), I t  noted that in form ation  from the
Committee’ s svirvey w i l l  be incorporated  in  the world survey requested by the FAO ,
Committee on Wood-based Panel Products f o r  submission to  i t s  second sess ion , to  be
held in  Rome from 6 to  8 November 1968. ■ '
85. The Committee noted that in  the fib reboard  sector  in  Ehirope (exclud ing the USSR)
the slow but steady grovrth ra te  in  production  capacity  maintained between 1964 and
1967 i s  expected to  continue to  1969. In the p a r t ic le  board s e c to r , an average -
annual growth ra te  in  production  cap acity  o f  approxim ately 1 0 / i s  in d ica ted  between
1964 and 1969. The non-wood-based p a r t ic le  board s e c to r , however, w i l l  not
p a r t ic ip a te  in  th is  expansion in  production  cap acity ; in  f a c t ,  the production  o f
flaxboard  i s  expected to  d e c lin e  between I 966 and 1969, due to  problems in  obtain ing
s u f f i c ie n t  raw m ateria ls . In the plywood and blockboards s e c to r ,  i t  i s  expected
that growth v /i l l  average about 4 /  per annum between 1967 and 1969. I t  was pointed

•out th at d ir e c t  conpariSons between ca p a city  and production  s t a t is t i c s  f o r  panel
products oovild be m isleading, p a r t icu la r ly  w ith regard to  compressed fib reb oa rd .

-86. The Committee noted that the long-term  trend towards an in creasin g  proportion
o f  In d u str ia l wood resid u es  in  t o ta l  raw m ateria l input o f  the fib reboard  industry
appeared to  be slowing dovm somewhat, w ith in d u s tr ia l -wood resid u es  accounting f o r

about 6 8 / o f  t o t a l  input in  European rep ortin g  countries in  1967. Within the .
p a r t ic le  board s e c to r , the proportionate  share o f  rovmdwood in  t o t a l  raw m aterial
input had increased  on ly  m arginally a fte r  1964 to  7 4 / in  the rep ortin g  cou n tries  in
1967 . In the plywood and veneer sheet In d u str ie s , broadleaved species  predominate
in  Europe, w hile con iferou s  sp ecies  account f o r  the .raajor part o f  raw m aterial
input o f  the plywood industry  in  North America. , ,
87. The Committee stron g ly  urged covm tries that had as y e t  supplied incom plete data
to  forw ard-the m issing inforHiation to  the S ecreta ria t by 15 November. I t  requested
the S e cre ta r ia t, a f t e r  i t  had co lla ted , a l l  a v a ila b le  data , to  publish  the r e su lts
o f  the survey as a Supplement to  the Timber B u lle tin  f o r  Earope.



J o in t Session o f  the ECE Timber Gominittee and the FAO European F orestry  Commission 
(Item 13 o f  the Agenda)  ̂  ̂  ̂ ^
In troduction

88. The Jo in t Session was held  in  Geneva from 9 to  11 October 1968. I t  was attended 
by d elegates from A u stria , Belgium, BxfLgaria, Byelorussian SSR, Canada, Cyprus, 
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Federal Republic o f  Germany, F inland, France, G reece, Hungaiy, 
Ire lan d , I s r a e l ,  I t a ly ,  N etherlands, Noniay, Poland, P ortugal, Romania, Spain, Sweden, 
Sw itzerland, Ukrainian SSR, US2l, United Kingdom, United States o f  America and 
Y ugoslavia, A rep resen tative  o f  the In tern a tion a l ЪаЬош* O rganisation (ILO) a lso  
attended. The In tern a tion a l Confederation o f  Free Trade Unions (IGPTU), the In tern ation a l 
Organization o f  Employers, the In tern a tion a l O rganization f o r  Standardization (ISO), 
the European Confederation o f  A gricu ltu re  (OEA), the In tern a tion a l Union f o r  the 
Conservation o f  Nature and Natural Resources (lUGN), non-governmental orga n iza tion s , 
sent rep resen ta tives . S ta ff  o f f i c i a l s  o f  the Commission o f  the European Economic 
Communities (EEC) attended at the in v ita t io n  o f  the S ecreta ria t ( fo r  l i s t  o f  delegates 
see E/ECE/TIM/91,F0; EFC/68-13).
84-. The Jo in t Session was addressed by Mr. J . Stanovnik, the Executive Secretary o f  
the ECE and by Mr, P. Lamartine Y ates, the FAO Regional Representative f o r  Europe,
Both re fe rre d  to  the f r u i t f u l  co lla b o ra tio n  between the Timber Committee and the 
EJuropean F orestry  Commission in  the past and expressed the hope that th is  co lla b o ra tio n  
could be even in te n s if ie d  in  the futtu 'e . Mr. Stanovnik explained the steps being taken 
to  stream line the work o f  the Commission and i t s  subsid iary  bod ies  in  pursuance o f  
Commission R esolution  3 (X X IIl), in  which connexion he considered that the long-term  
programme o f  work o f  the Timber Committee appeared to  f u l f i l  the wishes o f  the Commission, 
Adoption o f  the Agenda (item  1 o f  the Agenda o f  the J o in t Session)
90 . The P rov ision a l Agenda (e/ECE/TIN/89, FO; EFC/68-1), presented by the S ecre ta r ia t, 
was adopted.
E le ct io n  o f  o f f i c e r s  (item  2 o f  the Agenda o f  the J o in t Session)
91 . The J o in t Session was presided  over by the resp ectiv e  Chairmen o f  the two b od ies ,
Mr. G.E. Hampson (United Kingdom), Chairman o f  the Timber Committee, and
Mr. F. Tomulescu (Romania), Chairman o f  the European F orestry  Commission.

Interim  Review o f  the p ro je c t io n s  made in  the FAO/ECE Study "European Timber Trends and 
P rosp ects , A new A ppraisal. 1950-1975" (item  3 o f  the Agenda o f  the J o in t  Session)
92 . The S ecreta ria t presented to  the J o in t Session a d ra ft  o f  the Interim  Review o f  
the Study "European Timber Trends and P rosp ects , A new A ppraisal, 1950-1975"
(TlVW orking Paper No. 127, FO: EFC/68-2).



93 . The Interim !Review showed that, developments in  Europe's f o r e s t  products economy 
between I960 , the base year f o r  the Study's p r o je c t io n s , and the present time had, 
broadly  speaking, fo llow ed  the l in e s  fo re c a s t  in  the Study. A d e ta ile d  examination o f  
trends to  1975, however, suggested that the Study's p r o je c t io n s  c a lle d  f o r  ten ta tiv e  
r e v is io n s . Thus, i t  i s  now estim ated that European consumption o f  f o r e s t  products in
1975 may reach 371 m illio n  m (wood raw m ateria l equ ivalent) or s l ig h t ly  higher (by some

3 ■6 m illio n  m ) than was envisaged in  the Study, Sawnwood consumption i s  expected to  be
s l ig h t ly  h igh er, w hile f o r  other main product groups the estim ates remain e s s e n t ia lly
unchanged, in  aggregate, with some adjustments w ith in  each group,
94 . S im ila rly , the trend to  date in  E urope's t o t a l  dom estic supply o f  in d u s tr ia l
roundwood has conformed to  the Study's estim ates. But the Study estim ates o f  roundwood
supply in  1975, which were based on co im tr ie s ' own f e l l in g  fo r e c a s t s ,  now requ ire  upward

Я Яr e v is io n  -  by about 1 0 / or  some 26 m illio n  m to 296 m illio n  m -  with northern Euirope
accounting f o r  more than h a lf  o f  the In crease . I t  i s  a lso  now estim ated that an

3a d d ition a l 4  m illio n  m o f  res id u es , over and above those foreseen  in  the Study, w i l l  be 
put to  In d u str ia l use.
9 5 . Thus, the s h o r t fa l l  between Europe's consumption o f  in d u s tr ia l f o r e s t  products and
dom estic supply i s  expected to  expand somewhat more slow ly  than foreseen  by the Study,

3
and i s  now expected to  reach 46 m illio n  m by 1975 -  a fig u re  that l i e s  c lo s e r  to  the
low er than to  the h igher estim ated balance envisaged in  the Study. Thi,s s h o r t fa l l  v d l l ,
according to  the ex tra p o la tion  o f  trends Included in  the Interim  Review, continue to

3grow and may reach 56 m illio n  m by 1980, I t  was pointed  out that the f ig u re s  quoted 
above may change s l ig h t ly  v;hen the Interim  Review i s  re v ise d . ,
96. The J o in t  Session warmly commended the S ecreta ria t on the d ra ft  o f  the Interim  
Review, Although i t  recogn ized  that th is  was e s s e n t ia lly  an updating and extension  o f  
an e a r l ie r  study and w a s  not intended as a major rea p p ra isa l, i t  was considered that 
i t s  conclusion s regarding fu ture prospects appeared to  be soundly based and provided 
valuable in form ation  on which to  form ulate fo r e s t r y ,  industry  and trade p o l i c y  d e c is io n s . 
The value o f  p e r io d ic  re v is io n s  o f  long-term  s tu d ie s , supplemented by d e ta ile d  se cto r  
s tu d ie s , such as those included  in  the Timber Committee's long-term  programme o f  work, 

was f u l l y  recogn ized . ...
9 7 . 'Attention m s  drawn to  the fa c t  th a t, in  terms o f  the fo r e s t r y  p ro d u ct io n ;cy c le ,
15 years was r e la t iv e ly  sh ort. I t  was suggested that an attempt should be made to  . 
extend the p ro je c t io n s  aS fa r  as the year 2000.



98. The Jo in t Session in v ite d  d e legation s  to  forward th e ir  observations on the d ra ft  
to  the S ecreta ria t by 30 November 1968. I t  recopnended that the Review shoixLd be 
rev ised  and published as soon as p o ss ib le  th e re a fte r .

A c t iv it ie s  o f  subsid iary  bodies (item  4 o f  the Agenda o f  the J o in t Session)
(a) J o in t FAQ/ECE/ILO Committee on F orest Working Techniques and Training o f  Forest 

Workers ! ' rep ort o f  the seventh sess ion

99. The Jo in t Session took note o f ,  and imanimously approved, the rep ort o f  the 
seventh session  o f  the J o in t FAO/ECE/ILO Committee on F orest Working Techniques and 
Training o f  F orest Workers (FAO/ECE/LOG/228), which was introduced by i t s  Chairman,
Mr. K ,I . V oron itsin  (USSR). At the in v ita t io n  o f  the Government o f  Poland, the session  
was held  in  Warsaw from 10 to  14 June I968, and i t  Included in  i t s  programme o f  work a 
Synposium on the m echanization o f  harvesting o f  sm a ll-s ized  wood and logg in g  res id u es , 
and a study tour in  Poland.
100. Thanks were expressed to  the Government o f  Poland f o r  the e x c e lle n t  organ ization  
o f  the session  and f o r  the extrem ely in te re s t in g  and u se fu l study tou r.
101. A ppreciation  was expressed- both o f  the xrork carried  out so fa r  by the Join t 
Committee in  the variou s f i e ld s  o f  i t s  a c t iv i t y ,  and o f  i t s  programme o f  work f o r  the 
p eriod  1968- 1970 .
102. The Join t Session recorded a suggestion  made by one d e lega tion  to  take in to  
con sideration  in  the work o f  the Jo in t Committee the in te rre la t io n sh ip  between 
s y lv ic u ltu r a l aspects and the planning o f  fo r e s t r y  op eration s.
10 3 . The J o in t Session noted with ap p recia tion  the in v ita t io n  o f  the Government o f  the 
Federal Republic o f  Germany to  hold  the J o in t  Committee's eighth  sess ion  in  that 
country in  1970 , in clu d in g  a Symposium and a study to u r , and to  convene in  1969 a 
Symposium on Ergonomics Applied to  F orestry .
10 4 . The United Kingdom delegation  c a lle d  the a tten tion  o f  delegates to  the large  
fo r e s t r y  e x h ib itio n  and a study tour o f  the Study Group o f  M echanization o f  Forest 
Work, which w i l l  be organized in  Scotland on the occasion  o f  the Ju b ilee  o f  the United 
Kingdom F orestry  Commission in  June I969. Hope was expressed on b eh a lf o f  the la t t e r  
that as many d elegates as p o ss ib le  would v i s i t  the e x h ib it io n ,
(b) Jo in t FAO/ECE Working Party on F orest and F orest Products S t a t is t ic s ;  rep ort o f  

the seventh session
105. Mr, L. Velay (F rance), Chairman o f  the Join t FAO/EGE Working Party on F orest and 
F orest Products S t a t is t ic s ,  presented to  the Jo in t Session the rep ort o f  the seventh 
sess ion  o f  the Working Party (FAO/ECE/STATS/86). P a rtic ia a r  re feren ce  was made to



the work o f  the Group o f  Experts on Capital Formation in  F orestry  and the need f o r  
fu rth er  work in  the eva luation  o f  in d ir e c t  f o r e s t  b e n e f it s ,  in  which the Group o f  
Experts would seek l ia is o n  with the section  o f  the In tern ation a l Union o f  Forest 
Research O rganizations (lUFRO) dea ling  with n a tion a l income accounting in  fo r e s t r y .
I t  was stressed -hy-delegates- that th is  work should b e -d ire c te d  towards p r a c t ic a l  
a p p lica tion s  o f  th e o r e t ic a l developments.
106. The J o in t Session noted the progress o f  the Working Party on the concepts o f  
"potentia l, cut" and " f e l l in g  fo re c a s ts "  and that the d e fin it io n  o f  pulpwood s t i l l  gave 
r is e  to  some d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  a p p lica tio n .
,107c The J o in t Session supported the proposed approach o f  g iv in g  small ad hoc meetings 
o f  experts exp lora tory  and preparatory r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  p r io r  to  meetings o f  the Working 
Party, The need f o r  work on (a) examination and development o f  economic in d ica to rs  in  
fo r e s t r y ,  (b) use o f  computers in  fo r e s t r y  work, e s p e c ia lly  resource a p p ra isa ls , and
(c )  fo r e s t  f i r e  damage ap p ra isa ls , was noted .
Survey o f  the storm damage to  f o r e s t s ,  w intor and spring 1966/67 (item  5 o f  the Agenda 
o f  the J o in t  Session)
108, The J o in t Session rece ived  a rep ort on the repercussions o f  the storm damage to  
fo r e s t s  in  the vánter and spring o f  1966/67 (TIM/Working Paper Wo.128, FO; EFC/68-3).
I t  noted that the damage had been even more widespread than o r ig in a lly  estim ated. The 
market s itu a t io n  vras becoming s ta b iliz e d  during the current y ea r , although roundwood 
p r ic e s ,  p a r t icu la r ly  those f o r  con iferou s tim ber, were s t i l l  w e ll below p re -d is a s te r  
le v e ls  in  the a ffe c te d  cou n tr ies . '
109. The J o in t Session noted that va luable experience had been gained in  the methods o f  
dealing w ith such catastrophes; f o r  example, i t  had acted as a spur to  develop the 
productivT.ty o f  logg in g  methods. Such experience had already proved h e lp fu l to the 
United Kingdom, which su ffered  a s im ilar d isa s te r  in  Scotland at the beginning o f  1968.
110, The suggestion  was welcomed by the J o in t Session that in form ation  on the methods 
used to  dea l w ith the damaged tim ber, and th e ir  e f fe c t iv e n e s s , should be compiled and 
published , f o r  re feren ce  in  the event o f  a s im ila r  d isa s te r  at a la t e r  date . I t  
th ere fo re  requested the S ecreta ria t to  obta in  from cou n tries  any fu rth er  inform ation ' 
that would become a v a ila b le  in  the near fu tu re  and to  com p lete -its -su rv ey  f o r  
p u b lica tion  as a Supplement to  the Timber B ialletin f o r  Europe, ............
Sawlog grading (item  6 o f  the Agenda o f  the J o in t Session)
111. The J o in t Session took note o f  a rep ort by Mr. V, Heiskanen (Finland) on the 
progress made in  the in v e s t ig a tio n  in to  the p o s s ib i l i t i e s  o f  In troducing a loniform



system o f  grading o f  con iferou s  sawlogs at an all-European le v e l  (TIM/Working Paper 
No. 129, FÔ; EFC/68-4). I t  was informed that an abstract had been prepared o f  the 
d e fe c ts  o f  sawlogs which could form the b a s is  f o r  the next stage o f  the in v e s t ig a tio n .
112. N everth less, a tten tion  was drawn to  the com plexity o f  the te ch n ica l problems which 
would be ¿ncountered in  e s ta b lish in g  a grading system that would be both easy to  apply 
in  p ra c tice  and u n iv e rsa lly  a ccep ta b le .
113. The J o in t  Session was informed o f  work in  th is  f i e l d  cu rren tly  xmdertaken by other 
in s t itu t io n s  at d if fe r e n t  in te rn a tio n a l l e v e ls ,  in  p a r t icu la r  by ISO and EEC.
114. The J o in t  Session d e ferred  con sid era tion  o f  the proposal to  convene an ad hoc 
meeting o f  experts to  prepare a d ra ft  f o r  a uniform sawlog grading system xm til a fte r  
the S e cre ta ria t, in  co lla b o ra tio n  with i t s  appointed exp ert, had взфlored id th  the 
in te re s te d  p a rtie s  the most suit able way o f  co -ord in a tin g  fu ture work in  th is  f i e l d .
I t  requested the S ecreta ria t to  inform  the next session  o f  the Timber Committee o f  the 
resxults o f  i t s  en q u iries .
115. The J o in t Session fu rth er  езф геззе! i t s  warm apprecia tion  o f  the work carried  out 
by Mr. Heiskanen so fa r  in  th is  in v e s t ig a tio n .
Seminar on a su b ject o f  in te r e s t  to  fo r e s t r y  and fo r e s t  industry  (item  7 o f  the Agenda 
o f  the J o in t Session)
116. Papers were presented by Messrs. Tomulescu, Dumitrescu and Carcea (Romania),
Mr. Margaropoulos (G reece), Mr. Velay (France) and Messrs. von S y à o w  and Hamilton 
(Sweden) (TIM/Working Paper No,130, FO: EFC/68-5). The J o in t Session expressed i t s  
deep apprecia tion  to  the authors.
117. The papers drew a tten tion  to  the problems which fo r e s t r y  and fo r e s t  in d u str ies  in
Europe were now fa c in g . Production costs  per u n it volume o f  wood harvested have tended 
to  r i s e ,  d esp ite  m echanization and the r a t io n a liz a t io n  o f  f o r e s t  op era tion s . P rices  
f o r  roundwood gen era lly  have shown l i t t l e  upward trend or have even d e c lin e d , and, 
consequently, the net returns to  fo r e s t  owners have shrunk, even to  negative values in  
some l o c a l i t i e s  and f o r  some ca teg or ies  o f  roundwood.
118. The c r i t i c a l  question  now fa c in g  the Euxropean fo r e s t  and fo r e s t  industry  se cto r  i s ;  
how much in d u s tr ia l wood can European fo r e s t r y  supply p r o f ita b ly  at p r ice s  which 
industry  can a ffo rd  to  pay. . The frame w ith in  which th is  question  has to  be answered i s  
d is to r te d  in  many European cou n tries  by two con sid era tion s . The co s t  o f  wood production  
i s  freq u en tly  in f la te d  by the o b lig a t io n  to  produce non-tim ber va lu es; watershed 
co n tr o l, s o i l  p r o te c t io n , r e cre a tio n , am enities and support f o r  the ru ra l economy.
These are values rendered by the fo r e s t  to  the community.. They should in  p r in c ip le  be

paid f o r  out o f  the p u b lic  purse.



1 1 9 , The other con sideration  i s  that fo r e s t  in d u stries  in  some cou n tries  are I n e f f ic ie n t  
and f o r  th e ir  su rv iva l depend on wood p r ice s  which are too low  to  be remunerative to  the 
fo r e s t  owner, .

120, Most European fo r e s t  a u th o r it ie s , both sta te  and p r iv a te , are r a d ic a l ly  r e v is in g  
th e ir  approach to  sy lv icu ltu re  and management, seeking to  apply advances In  technology 
and in  managerial s c ie n ce . Thus the trend i s  to  step  up inputs on the most favourable 
s i t e s ,  where more in ten sive  fo r e s t r y  g ives promise o f  economic retu rn , and to  move 
towards le s s  In ten sive  fo r e s t r y  on in fe r io r  s i t e s .  I t  i s  in cre a s in g ly  recogn ized  that 
n ationa l production  goa ls must today be form ulated w ith in  the in te rn a tio n a l con text, 
and that th is  requ ires  ca re fu l study o f  in tern a tion a l marginal co s t /re tu rn  r e la t io n s ,
121, Economic co n s id era tion s , coupled with ra p id ly  advancing tech n ology , today render 

, im perative co -ord in ated  planning o f  a l l  phases o f  the f o r e s t iy  and fo r e s t  industry
s e c to r ,  from the p lan tin g  and grovdng o f  wood to  the marketing o f  the processed . 
produ cts . The road to  e f fe c t iv e  co -ord in ated  planning w i l l  d i f f e r  from covmtry t o . 
country, but a p re re q u is ite  i s  a continuous d ialogue at the n ation a l le v e l  betweaa 
fo r e s t r y  and fo r e s t  In du stry , lead ing  to  a mutual comprehension o f  each others) 
problem s. In some cou n tries  notable successes have already been achieved; in  o th ers , 
th is  d ia logue has s ca rce ly  begun. The J o in t Session considered that there was much 
to  be gained from the In tern a tion a l exchange o f  n ation a l exp erien ce , and ca lle d  upon 
the SecretaiPiat and o f f i c e r s  o f  the ECE Timber Committee and the FAO European 
F orestry  Commission to  devise  fu rth er op p ortu n ities  f o r  in te rn a tio n a l co -op era tion  
in  th is  area, ' '

Future co -op era tion  between the ECE Timber Committee ^ d  the FAO European F orestry  
. Commission (Item в o f  the Agenda o f  the J o in t Session)

122, The J o in t Session  considered the p o s s ib i l i t i e s  o f  fu tu re  co -op era tion  between the 
Timber Committee and the European F orestry  Commission, I t  f e l t  that in  the l ig h t  o f  
the d iscu ss ion s  on the Interim  Review under item  3 o f  i t s  Agenda, and o f  the Seminar 
on fo r e s t r y - fo r e s t  industry  re la t io n s  under item  7 , the Symposiimi on "C o-ord in ation  o f  
h arvestin g , transport and In d u str ia l p rocessin g  o f  wood raw m a te r ia ls" , scheduled f o r  
19 7 1/7 2  in  the Timber Committee's long-term  programme o f  work could  w e ll be am plified  
to  in clude sy lv icu ltu re  and management, and. that such a 6e organized jo in t ly
id.th the European F orestry  Com m ission., In view  o f  the importance and com plexity o f  
the, problem i t  was agreed to  convene, p r io r  to  the 8уироз1ит, an ad hoc preparatory 
meeting o f  experts to  id e n t i fy  the most im portant aspects and problems that should be 

included  in  i t ,  .



12 3 . The J o in t Session took note o f  the proposal by the European Confederation o f  
A gricu lture (CEA) f o r  a European Timber Convention to  p ro te c t  the in te re s ts  o f  fo r e s t  
ovmers in  case o f  natural d is a s te r s , such as the storm damage to  fo r e s ts  in  the w inter 
and spring o f  I966/Ó 7 , with the in te n tio n  o f  a lle v ia t in g  excessiv e  flu c tu a tio n s  in  the 
p r ice  o f  roundwood. I t  was f e l t  that such a proposal might be against the trend 
towards the l ib e r a l iz a t io n  o f  trade in  fo r e s t  products and, in  p r in c ip le ,  beyond the 
mandate and r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  o f  both the Timber Committee and the European F orestry 
Commission. The Jo in t Session was o f  the op in ion , however, that ce r ta in  aspects o f  
the problem could  be re fe rre d  to  the European F orestry  Commission f o r  fu rth er 
con s id era tion , and that i t  might be advisable to convene an ad hoc meeting o f  experts 
under the auspices o f  the la t t e r  body to  study the p r in c ip a l economic problems that 
such d isa sters  can create  f o r  fo r e s t  owners, and that the r e su lts  o f  such a meeting
be brought to  the a tten tion  o f  the competent a u th or itie s  in  member cou n tries  f o r  
p o ss ib le  action  w ithin the framework o f  the appropriate in tern a tion a l organ ization s . 
Other business (item  I 4. o f  the Agenda)
12 4 . The Committee had no fu rth er  business to d iscu ss .
Date o f  the next sess ion  (item  15 o f  the Agenda)
12 5 . The Committee requested the S ecre ta ria t to  reserv e , i f  p o s s ib le ,  6 to  10 October 
1969 for* i t s  next sess ion .
Films
12 6 . The Committee thanked the d e lega tion  o f  Canada f o r  provid ing the film s  "The 
Second Harvest" and "The L iving B lueprint" which were shown during the sess ion .
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seĵ ny
sjeq-̂ O

jepxdneaastdog
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PROGRAMME QF WORK OF THE TIMBER COMMITTEE FOR 1968/69 . ' .
10, TIMBER - . . . ,

Note; The work programme o f  the ECE in  the f i e l d  o f  fo r e s t  products i s  
developed and ca rr ied  out j o in t ly  w ith the FAO, the la t t e r  organ ization

. provid ing most o f  the p ro fe s s io n a l s t a f f  engaged in  the work. Below are l i s t e d  
the p r o je c ts ,  p rim arily  the r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f  the ECE Timber Committee, to  be

. undertaken during the p eriod  1968/1969, in  implementation o f  i t s  long-term
programme o f  work, adopted at i t s  tw e n ty -fifth  sess ion . In a d d ition  to  the 
annual sess ion  o f  the Timber Committee, Join t FAO/eCE/ILO and FAO/ECE.bodies 
vrill deal with the p r o je c ts  where appropriate. (The jo in t  p r o je c ts  f o r  which 
FAO and ILO are prim arily  resp on sib le  do not fig u re  in  th is  l i s t . )

10 .1  P r io r ity  p ro je c ts  o f  a continuing nature
1 0 .1 .1  Review o f  fo r e s t  products market fo r  Europe in clu d in g  fo r e s t  products s t a t is t ic s  
. A uthority ; Timber Committee (е/ЕСЕ/ТШ /69, paras. 51 and 52; Е/ЕСЕ/Т31^72,

paras. 4 7  and 4.8; Е/ЕСЕ/ТШ /75, para. 99; Е/ЕСЕ/ТШ/87, para. 108;
E/EGE/TIM/92, paras. 7 -8 . Terms o f  R eference; E/ECS/291, Appendix 13, page 11). 
D escrip tion ; The Timber Committee reviews annually the s itu a t io n  f o r  sawn 
softw ood, sawn hardwood and hardwood log s  (in clu d in g  t r o p ic a l ) ,  pulpwood, 
p itprops and panel produ cts. In a d d it io n , the S ecreta ria t publishes quarterly  
market reviews, covering sawn softw ood, hardwoods, pulpwood, p itprops and panel 
p roducts, together vrnth s t a t i s t i c s  r e la t in g  to  production  and trade in  the main 
fo r e s t  products in  Europe and North America, and p r ice  se r ie s  supplemented by 
graphs, comparisons o f  p r ice s  o f  fo r e s t  products with those o f  a lte rn a tiv e  
m ateria ls and relevan t economic in d ic a to r s . Market rep orts  are a lso  compiled 
and p u b lish ed ,p e r io d ic a l ly  f o r  many o f  the p r in c ip a l im porting and exporting 
co im tries  o f  Europe; these rep orts  are based on in form ation  co lle c te d -fro m  
o f f i c i a l  and other sources and p u b lica tio n s , which i s  analysed, by the ECE 
S e cre ta ria t. A sp e c ia l survey on the market fo r  pulpwood and m iscellaneous 
roundwood w il l  be undertaken. .

1 0 .1 .2  Technical co -op era tion  and con ta cts  ■ • . .
, Authority ; Timber ; Conmlttee (E/EGE/TIM/66, para. 68; Е/ЕСЕ/ТШ /69, para. 75;

E/ECE/^TIM/72, paras. 68-71; E/EGS/TIM/75, para. 30; E/ECE/TIM/87, para. 108). 
Descrii)tio,n; The Committee promotes study to u rs , tra in in g  courses and v i s i t s  

; by s p e c ia l is t s  to  the fo r e s t  products In du stries  o f  member cou n tries  w ithin the
framework o f  a long-term  programme o f  work. Personal con tacts  and p a rt ic ip a t io n



in  te ch n ica l m eetings-are encouraged as means toward so lu tio n  o f  te ch n ica l 
problems in  the fo r e s t  in d u s tr ie s . A study tour w i l l  be organized in  the USSR 
on the complex organ ization  o f  fo r e s t  work.

10 .1 .3  Increased e f f i c ie n c y  in  fo r e s t  operations ■
• A uthority ; Timber C om ittee  (Е/ЕСЕ/ТШ/д6, Annex I I I ,  se ct io n  VI; E/E’CE/TM/69» 

paras.' 54-601 е/ЕСЕ/ТШ /72, paras. 49-54l E/eCE/TIM/75, paras. 10-13; 
Е/ЕСЕ/ТШ/78, paras. 90-95; Е/ЕСЕ/ТШ/87, paras. 87-89; Е/ЕСЕ/ТШ/92, para. 9 9 ). 
D escr ip tion ; This p r o je c t  alms at in creas in g  e f f i c ie n c y  in  fo r e s t  operations 

' by improving methods o f  work, by m echanization o f  fo r e s t  work and by b e tte r  
tra in in g  o f  fo r e s t  workers and prevention  o f  -a cc id e n ts . This p r o je c t  i s  d ea lt 
w ith by the Join t FAO/ECE/ILO Committee on Forest Working'Techniques and 
Training o f  Forest Workers by means o f  study groups, symposia and tra in in g  

-•V ..... courses and w ith  the- co lla b o ra t io n  o f  e x p e rts . ■ - . "
1 0 .1 .4  European fo r e s t  and fo r e s t  products s t a t i s t i c s  , 

A uthority ; ' Timber Committee (е/ЕСЕ/ТШ /75, paras. 14-18; E/ECE/TIîV'80, 
paras. 66-75; E/ECE/TB^84, paras. 79-83 ; Е/ЕСё/Т Ш /87, paras. 90-94; 
Е/ЕСЕ/ТШ/92, paras. 105 -Ю 7).
D escrip tion ; This p r o je c t  alms to  deal w ith various s t a t i s t i c a l  problems at 
the European le v e l  a r is in g  from the work o f  the Timber Committee and the 
Europeén F orestry  Commission o f  FAO, as xjell as the Conference o f  European 

■ S ta t is t ic ia n s . These problems are examined by the Join t Working Party on
Forest and Forest Products S t a t is t ic s .

10 .1 .5  Economic aspects o f .  and p ro d u ct iv ity  in . the w ood-procossing in d u stries  
A uthority ; Timber Committee (е/ЕСЕ/ТШ /69, paras. 44-47; Е/ЕСЕ/Т11^72, 
paras. 59-61; Е/ЕСЕ/ТШ/75, para. 29; Е/ЕСЕ/ТШ/80, paras. 83-87 and 88-89; 
E /eCE/TIM/84, paras. 89-97; Е/ЕСЕ/ТШ/87, paras. 95-100; E/ECE/TIM/92, 
paras. 14-15, 21-23, 2 7 -2 8 ).
D escr ip tion ; Follow  up a ction  to  the symposium on the economic aspects o f ,  
and p ro d u ctiv ity  in ,  the sawm illing industry w i l l  be continued through fu rth er 
en qu iries  in to  the a c t iv i t ie s  in  cou n tries  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  i t s  work in  the ' 
f i e l d  o f  sawlog grading. Developments in  the packaging, transport and handling 
o f  fo r e s t  products w i l l  be kept under review . Follow-up a ctio n  w i l l  be 
in it ia t e d  to  the Syïâposlum on the fa c to r s  in flu en cin g  the consumption o f  wood- 
based panel p roducts. An ad hoc meeting o f  experts w i l l  be convened to  Id e n tify  

' key problems in ,  and advise the Committee on, the order o f  p r io r it y  o f  p ro je c ts



in  i t s  work in  the f i e l d  o f  the wood-working in d u s tr ie s . A symposium w i l l  be
convened in  Czechoslovakia on the in d u s tr ia l p rocessin g  o f  temperate-zone
hardwoods. A seminar w i l l  be held  in  I ta ly  on the uses and a p p lica tion s  o f
t r o p ic a l  hardwoods,

10.2  P r io r ity  -proñects o f  an ad hoc nature
Interim  review  o f  the p ro je c t io n s  in  the FAO/ECE Study "European Timber Trends 
and P rospects , A New A ppra isa l. 1950-1975"
A uthority ; Timber Committee (E/ECE/TIM/87, para. 108; Е/ЕСЕ/ТШ/92, para. 9 8 ). 
This review  w i l l  be completed and published.
Sector study on the u t i l iz a t io n  o f  fo r e s t  products in  con stru ction  
A uthority ; Timber Committee (E/EGE/TEV87, para. 108; Е/ЕСЕ/ТШ/92,
para. 28) .  This study w i l l  be in it ia t e d  in  accordance w ith the Committee's
long-term  programme o f  work.


