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1. The Timber Commlttee held its twenty-third session in Geneva from. 1l to 15
‘October 1965. It was attended by celegates from Lustria, Belgium, Bulgaria,
Byelorussian SSR,_Czechoslovakla, the Federal Republic of Germany, Finland,
France, Hungary, Itély; the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania,
Spain, Sweden, SwitZerlan&,-UkrainianVSSR, USSR, the United Xingdom, the United States
of America and Yugoslavia. Cenada paﬁticipated in accordance with Article ‘11 of the
Commission's terms of reférence. Repreéentgtives of the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) and the InternetienallLabour Organisation (ILO) also attended.
The International Organization of Employers, a non~governmental organization,
sent representatives and an official of the Commission of the European Economic
Communloy (Ebb) attended at the 1nv1ta$10n of the Secretariat (ior list of
delegates see E/ECE/TIM/SI) .
2. The retlrlng Chalrman, Mr. 0, uysik (Czechoslovakla), rev1ewed the activities
of the Commlttee s1nce 1ts last session.
3. The Commlttee was addressed by the Deputy Executive Secretary of the Econom1c
Commlsslon for Europe and by the Fi0 Regional Representative for Europe.

: Adoptlon ofﬁ;ggnda (Item 1 of the hgenda)
4. The Provisionel Agenda (E/ECB/TIm/79) presented by the Secretariat was
adopted.
Election of Officers (Item 2 of the ngenda)
5. ‘The Commlttee elected #r. G. Hampson (United Xingdom) as Chairman, re-clected

iir. X. Ronge (S#eden) end elected iir. N. Dumitrescu (Romania) as Vice-Chairmen,
The Committee expressed its warm appreciation to iir, iiysik for his gervices to the

Committee.
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Twentieth session of the Economic CONMISSIOﬂ for Europe (Item 3 of the beenda)

6. On the basis of document TIii/orking Paper No. 87, the Commlttee took note of the
resolutions and decisions of the twentieth session of the Economic Commission for
Europe, relevant to the work of the Timber Committee,'ﬁnd considered the Commissidn's
discussions on the Committee's work.

7. The Committee was addressed@ by the Director of the Commission Affairs and Trade
Development Division_of the ECE, who reviewed ﬁhe recent activities of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) as they related to the work of the Timber
Committee. N ’

8. The Committee considered the list of films on the subject of forestry and forest
products containedAiﬁ TIH/Working Paper No.SY/Add.l.l It requested the Secretariat to
complete the list with the assistance of the countries concerned, by adding such
details as the sources from which the films ére obtainable. It invited countries,
which had not yet been able to prov1de lists of films, to forward them to the-
Secretariat by 31 December 1965. The Committee welcomed the proposal that the revised
and extended list should be published as a Supplement to the Timber Bulletin for
Europe early in 1966 and that this publication would be made available to countries

in other reglons through the FAO film library.

9. The Committee also requested the Secretariat to invite delegations tec briug with
them to each session lists of films issued during the previous year and to publish

them as addenda to the original list.

tlatters affecting the work of the Timber Committee"(Item 4 of the agenda)

10. The Committee considcred the suggestions} made at the third meeting of its
office-holders in april 1965, affccting the work of the Committee and contained in
TTii/Morking Paper No.88. The procecdure for the annual discussion of the timber market,
as proposed by the office-holders, was accepted. Further suggestions were left to be
discussed in detéil under other items of the Agenda.

iaritet Review and Prospects (Item 5 of the “genda)

11. The Committee followed the revised procedure for the dlscus31on of the market

proposed by the third meeting of of;lce—holders (TIM/Worklng Paper No.88).
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Sawn scftwood

12, The Committee received statements on the development of the sawn softwood
market since its last session in October 1964 and on the ouilook for 1965 and 1966,
and compiled the wouksheebts reproduced in this “eport as Tables 1 and 2 of Annex I.

(2) Situation in 1964

13, In 1964, the toial production of sawn softwood in Europe (USSR not included)
ettained a new record high volume of 12.2 million standards (57.1 million m ) or
half & million stds.cbove the level of 1963 sud nearly 150,000 stds, higher than the
previous record in’1961}> Europe's imports and éxpdrts (incluﬂing those of the UISR)
also both attalned new record high levels in 1964, with imports ab 5.71 millior stds,
(26.68 million m” ) and exports at 5.44 million stds,(25.39 million ﬁB). The growth
of 10% in Europe's trade in sawn softwood in 1964 followed increasés of 6% and 4%

in the two previous years. Among the major European supplyiﬁg ccuntries, exports
from the USSR and Sweden bothvexpanded in 1964 to reach new record high volumes and
between them they accounted for nearly 90% of Europe's total increase of 440,000 stdso
last year, S

14, Of Europe's leading importing countries, all but Italy increased their impcris
in 1964 to atbain new posi-war record high levels. One of the most remarkable
changes in +the pattern of Europe's imports that year was an increase of 27 in
arrivals from Canada which amounted to more than 580,000 stds. '

(b) Opening of the 1965 forward market

15. Estimates put forward at last year's Timber Committec forecast o decline of

6% in Europe's import requirements in 1965. Nevertheless, the northern European
market for 1965 opened very firmly and oxcoptionaily early, and developed rapidly.
Three quarters of the expected decline in Europe’s aggregate imports in 1965
resulted from lower estimates from the United Kingdom and the Netherlands, but by
the end of March this year the combined purchases by these two ccuntries aifeédy
amounted to 2.23 million stds,or about 50,000 stds,more than the total placed by the
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same time in 1964 and representing 95% of the estimates made in October 1964 of
import requirements in 1965. By the end of the first quarter'bf this year, Denmark
and Spain had purchased considerably more than a year prev1ously, but Western
Germany, France and Belgium somewhat less.

(c) Development of the 1965 market

16. Towards the end of the first quarter of this year the tempo of the forward
market slackened abruptly. 4sAlthough consumption in the leading importing countries
was still generally running at a high level, the counter-inflationary measures
which had been foreseen at last year's session were beginning to take effect in
some western EBuropean countries. In many cases 1mporters experlenced dlfflcultles
in attempting to raise reselling prices to meet the increased cost of imports and
with stock levels remaining uncomiortably high, they became unwllllng to add to
their already heavy forwerd commitments.

17. In the past six months the northern European forward market has remained
subdued and was made notable by the faect that shippers generally put no undue.pressure
on importers to buy. as a result of the unexpectedly buoyant purchasing policy of
the importing countries, forward prices reached peak levels in the early spring of
this year, but they were to & degree nominal, since- -the volume in relation to_the
total import was comparatively small. Nevertheless, as might have been expected
in such an inactive market, prices were in some cases marked down towaids the end
of the summer. Elsewhere in Europe, sawn softwood prices have remained generally
stable, | »

18. Total apparent consumption in Europe in the first half of this‘year remaihed
at the same level as a year ego and the total for 1965 ié expected to be little
changed from the record level in 1964. Since July a downward trend has been
noticeable in the United Kingdom, where the anticipated smaller consumption than
the 1964 peak will undoubtedly develop, but it appears that this is likely to be

offset by higher consumption in other countries.,
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19, The revised estimates of Europe's import requirements in 1965 total 5.42 million
stds (25.32 million m3) and those of exports, including the USSR, 5.19 million stds
(24.26 million m3). In both cases these estimates are below the record levels in
1964 by approximately 5%.

(a) Prospects for 1966

20. In 1965 economic policies in many western European countries have been counter-

inflationary in intent, and there are indications that the desired effects are
generally being achieved. During the course of 1966 it may prove possible for
governments to relax some of the restrictive measures and to allow renewed expansion.
Statements submitted by a number of countries pointed particularly to increased
activity in the building sector. Accordingly, consumption of sawn softwood is
expected to remain at a level at least as high as in the current year.

21. Europe s 1mport requirements for 1966 are estimated at 5.42 million stds,

(25.33 million m ) and exports, including those of the USSR, at 5.18 million stds,
(24.20 million m ), in both cases virtually unchanged from the revised estimates

for 1965. Taking into account totsl imports, including those by other regions from
Europe, and total exports, including those to Europe from other regions, the balance
between availabilities and requiremenfs appeared to be satisfactory.

22. In their statements to the Committee both importing and exporting countries
stressed that they expected a latec opening to the northern European forward market
for 1966. This was mainly due to the fact that the United Kingdom and the Netherlands,
which between them account for about 45% of Europe's import market were carrying
exceptionally heavy stocks, which were expected to persist into the early months of
1966. Importers in these two countries, therefore, would be unlikely to enter into
general forward commitments for some time to come. Without the full participation
of the bulk purchasing power of these two countries, the northern Europeean market
might not receive sufficient support to become firmly established. In these
circumstances it would apbear that an orderly development of next year's market might

best be achieved by a delayed opening of the main campaign.
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Hardwoods
(a) Situation in 1964

23. There was’ strong expansion of Buropean production, trade and consumptlon of sawn

hardwood in 1964. Excluding the figures for the USSR, European productlon at 15. 25
million m3 was 5% higher than in 1963. The largest quantltatlve 1ncreases occurred in
Romania, Western Germany and Yugoslavia. Exporis from Europe (excludlng the USSR) of
1.83 million m3 were 9% higher, imports of 2.58 million m3 were as much as 12% hlgher,
and apparent consumption of approximately 16,01 million m3 (stock changes not allowed

for in some countries) was 6% higher. ] ,, ‘

24. The expansion of apperent consumption of sawn hardwoqd in’1964‘was a continuation of
- the rising trend of recentryears in the majority of European countries. .Iﬁ eaétern and
southern Eﬁroﬁe,‘per capita éonsumption increased strongly duringvthis period, but in

other parts of Europe consumbtipn expanded no fascer than the growth in population.

25. Exports of’hardwood-lqgs by European countries, excluding the USSR, recovered in
1964 to reach 0.99 million m R 5/ more than in 1963. Imports;rose strongly in 1964 for
the second year running to reach the record level of /.96 million m3; an increase of 11%
from fhe 1963 volume. Imports of tropical hardwood logs reached 5.50 million m3‘and
accounted for most of the increase. By the eﬁd of the year stdcks,in severéllimporting
countries had become very heavy. A A o

(b} Developments in 1965

26. Production of sawn hardwood in many European countries was somewhat lower in the
first half of 1965 than in the corresponding period of 1964. Reports presented to the
Committee stated that production is expected to recover in most of tl.:se countrles in the
.second half of the year, and total European productxon in the whole of 1965 may remaln
at about the record level of 1964, - )

27, Similerly, with continuing high levels of activity reported from thé.furhitﬁre and
joinery industries in many countries, apparent consumptlon of sawn hardwood in EurOpe

is expected to be maintained ot about last year's levels. »

28. Estimates submitted to the Commlttee Jndlcated th&t European export aveilabilities

of sawn hardwood in 1965 would remein at the 1964 level of 1. 83 mllllon m3 Import

requirements were estimated to amount to 2.76 million m3, o decllne of’2 from the record
volume in 1964, The main change expected is o decrease of 75 000 m3 in Italian 1mports,

particularly of beech and oak.
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29. PRegarding bardwood logs, the Committee estimated that export availabilities would,

at 976,000 m3,ibe little different either in volume or in species compositien, from lzst
year's exports. European imports of hardwood logs, on the other hand, are expectbu ‘o
fall thls year by 565,000 m3 or 8% to 6. 39 mllllon m’. At thls level the volume of
imports would nevertheless, still be the second highest ever ;ecordea. The ma1 T poart
of the decrease will be of tropical hardwood species, of which stocks were very neavy(in
several importing countries et the beainﬁing.of the year. Exceét for Western Germany,
tﬂe Tmlgest Europeau anortlne country, where imports are expected fo remain at 1as£ -
vear's level, o1l the leading importing counitries anticipate lower imports of tropicel
har&wpod logs in 1965, the heaviest reductions being expected by France, Italy, the
United Kingdom and Belgium-Luxembourg.

30. Prices for hardwood logs and sawn wood of Eurepean origin.femained generally firm
during the twelve months under review. The mejor excapiion was Italy, where a.deciinevin
prices of imporived beech logs and home-grown poplar, which began in>1961, continued in
the first half of 1965. |

31. Oversupply in the market for peeler logs 1ast w1nter depressed prlces of impcried
lcgs of some tropical species. During 1965, the balance between supply and demand has

~ been improving and has brought with it renewed stability to log prices of most itrcpical
species. | | ‘
(c) Quilook for 1966

32. Estimates submltted to the twentyathlrd session of the Timber Comm:ttee for cmpﬂr+

aveilcbilities of sawn hardwood show that Buropean exports are expected +0 resumsa Lhelr

expancion to reach 1,87 million m3 in 1966, after temporerily levelling off in 1965,

The fecovery which is‘anticipated in the expcrts rrom Yugoslavia accounts for most of

the 2% increase in total Buropean exporﬁs foreseen fox next‘year.

33. Imports of sa&n hardwood are estimoted to rench'é.YT miilion m3 in 1966, only

marsinnlly sbove the anticivated import volume in the current year. A drop of 5% in +the
estimated imports by the United Kandom, the leading importing country, is off 2% DY

small increases in a number of other countries.

34, Wltn regard to hardwood logs, ¢xport availabilities in Europeen countries ih‘1§66,

estimated at 1.00 million m3, arc a litile higher thon the estimated figure for 1965, 4

3

the only chenge foreseen being o rise of 20,000 m” in the exports of Western Gernunv



E/ECE/TIM/80
page 8

35. PFollowing the appreciable fall in the present year, Europe&ﬁ import requirements
~of haerdwood logs from all sources are estimated to recover slightly to 6.42 million m3
in 1966, at which level they would still be 8% less than the record figure in 1964.
Decreases of 64,0007m3 in the United Kingdom and of 50,000 m3 in Western Germahy are
expeeted o be offset by a renewed rise of 100,000 m? in Italy, and minor increases
elsewvhere. The changes apply entiréely to tropical species, requirements of temperate-
zone species beiang little changed.

36. The anticipated levels of import requirements seem sufficient to absorb the export
evailabilities in BEurope and overseas, ond this foct is expected to<cont;ibute*to the
maintenance of price stability. Reports from meny countries suggested that the steady
growth in consumption of hardwoods would be continued in 1966,

Pulpwood

() Situation in 1965

37. Requirements of wood raw meterial for pulping in 1965 in Europe (including the

USSR} are now estimated at 110.5 million m3, or 5% more than 1964 apparent consumption.
Requirements of the Nordic countries are expected to be about 4% hipgher; and those of
the USSR 5% higher than in 1964. In some other countries, expansion in 1965 is expected
to be faster, as for example the estimated increases of 20% in Spain, 18% in Yugoslavia,
13% in both France and Poiand and 11% in Romania.

3~Show an .

38. Tmport requirements of pulpwood in 1965, now estimated at 10.4 million m
increase of 1.2 million m3:(13%) on the estimate submitted +to' the Committee last yecar,
which is almost enbtirely accounted for by the fact that the revised estimate of imports
by Finland in 1965 has been more then doubled, with an increase of 1.1 million m3.

39. Subsitantial chonges in the pattern of imports in 1965 compared with 1964 are
anticipated in some of Furope's major importing countries, with & rise of 74% .in the
case of Finland and declines of 24% and 16% respectively for Western Germany and Norway.
On balance, however, Europe's imports in 1965 are now estimated to be about 3% above
those in 1964, With o revised estimate of 1.95 million'm3 for 1965, Finland becomes-
Europe's largest potential import merket. Exports of pulpwood by Europe. (including

the USSR) in 1965 are now expected to amount to 8.9 million m3 or 3% below those in
1¢64. This comparatively émall decline in the total figures conceals some sharp
fluctuntions in the estimates of individual countries. Reductions of 48% from Norway,
34% from Finland, 8% from France apd Romania and 7% from the USSR are no% fully offset
by increases of 58% from Poland, 24% from Czechoslovekia and 7% from Sweden. Poland's
high level of exports expected for 1965 is the result of clearances of storm-danaged

forests and is not likely to recur.
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40. Pulpwood prices, which had advanced rather strongly in 1964, do not appear tb have
followed any uniform trend so .far this year. On the one hand, pricés contiﬁuéé tc rise

in Austria, being 3% higher in ifugust than at the. end of last year, whilst Scandinavian
export prices tended to fluctuate. On average, however, prices in the first half of this
year compared with those ruling at.thé end of 1964 wére little changed in the case of
Sweden, and Finnish priées were slightly above the price obitained at the end of last year.
Iqurance, Western Germany and the Netherlands pulpwood prices were stable in the first
haifvof thisnyear at slightly higher levels than for the average of 1964.

(b) Outlook for 1966

41. Europe's requirements of wood raw material for pulping are expected. to rise again in

1966 to reach a total of 118.0 million m3, an increase of 7.6 million‘m3, or 7% above that
estimated for 1965. The most importanf changes are expected in the major producing
countries. A rise of 2.5 million o (9%) is éstimated for Sweden, 1.9 million m> (9%)

for the USSR and 1.CG miliion m3 (5%) for Finland. Other notable changes are increases of
40% in the United Kingdom, 15% in Italy, 12% in Poland and 10% in both Franée>and Spein.
42. Total production of pulpwood and of wood residues and other wood not originally
prepared as pulpwood is estimated to reach 118.1 million m3 in 1966, an increase of 6%
above the estimate for 1965.

43. Farope's imports of pulpwood are expected to reach & record peak in 1966 of 10.7
million m3 or 3% above the estimate for this year. he most significant changes are a
recovery of 23% in import requirements by Italy, Burope's third largest importer, and an
iﬁcrease of 52% by the United Kingaom. Against this, Finland and Norway, Burope's first
and second biggest importers, estimate no changes in import requirements for next year
compared with the revised estimates for 1965. GDurope's exports of pulpwood are expected
to fell again in 1966 by 8% from the revised estimatod for 1965 tc 8.2 million m3.

44. Apeinst the apparent gap betwecn anticipated cxports end imports of 2.5 million m3
in 1966 may be set Cenndion exports to Burope estimated ot 1.25 million m3 and an apporent
export surplus of pitprops of some 400,000 m3. Discussion reveglved that differing customs
classifications between exporting and imporfing countries wos o factor to be teken into
account in assessing the deficit. For these rcasons, and particularly having regard to

the close relationship between the estimates of total production .of meterial for pulping
purposes and of consumption needs, the Committee concluded that sufficient supplies were

likely to be available in 1966.
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Pitprops
(a) Situation in 1965
45. Production of pitprops in Europe (including the USSR) is now estimated at 33,7 ‘

million m3 for 1965 or fractionally below the level of the previous year. thus continuing
the decline of fecent yéars. A drop in output of pitprops is expected'in mostvcountries
in 1965 but these are hainly offset by slight increases estimated in the USSR, France

and Hungary. -

46, Imports are now estimated at 1.8 milliocn m3, showing a decrease of 2%%, and exports.
at 2.2 million m3 for 1965, are expected to be 9% below those of the previous year, :
mainly due to lower exports from Finland. ! =

47. Pitprops prices rose in the first haif.of this'year in France, but declined somewhat
iﬁ Western Germany. In the United Kingdom, which accounts for about one third of Europe's
totel imports of pitprops, the cost of arrivals has risen during 1965, and there have
also been some pricé increases for home-produced supplies.

(b) Outlook for 1966 ,

48. Pitprop production in Europe (including the USSR) in 1966 is estimated at 33.6

million m> or slightly below the revised estimate for 1965. “This is in line with the
estimote of domestic requirements in i966'which also shows little change on that for the
present year. Production in 1966 is expected to decline in Yestern Germany, France,
Czechoslovakia and Hungary but this is nearly made up by an increase expected in the USSR.
49. Imports for 1966 are estimated to decline by 16% to 1;5 million m3, which is due fo
lower requirements of 25% in the United Kingdom, 17% in Western Germany and 9% in Hungary.
Exports prospects at 1.9'million m3, although lower than the tdtal estimated for this
year, are, nevertheless, 26% above import requirements. An apperent margin of surplus
of this order is not unusual, any actual surplus being normally readily absorbed by
pulpmills. | :
Panel Products
Plywood
(a) Situstion in 1965

50. Following an increase of % in production of plywood in Eiurope (including the

USSR) in 1964, the rate of growth in production is estiated to increase to about 7% in
1965 to reach 5.43 million m3. Production in ‘the USSR alone is estimated to rise by
230,000 m>, or 131%, over the 1964 figure. All the leading western European countries

and Romania expect to share in the growth in 19¢75.
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51. Exports of plywood from Europe (including the USSR) were 18% higher in 1964 than

in 1963, but in 1965 the rate of increase is expected to slow down to 6% over the previous
year to reach a total of 1.06 million m3. Most of the 58,000 m3 increase is due té the
expanding exports from Finland and Western Germany. European imports, which rcse by 21%
between 1963 and 1964, are estimated to rise to 1.27 million m3, or byfjust under 1% in
1965 as compared to 1964. Apparent consumption of plywood in Europe (including the USSR)
is estlmated to increase by 6% in 1965 over 1964 to reach 5 65 million m°. | :

(b) Outlook for 1966 '

52. No great changes are foreseen for 1966. Productioﬁ in Europe (including the USSR)

is estlmated to increase by between 4% and 5% o 5.68 million m3, 1mport requirements by
1% to 1. 29 mllllon m3, and exports by 3% to 1,10 million m3.

Particle board

(a) Situation in 1965

53. Europe s partlcle board productlon (including the USDR) rose by nearly 580 000 tons

between 1963 and 1964, which represents an increase of 21%. Total production in 1965 is
estimated to reuch 4,27 million tons or as much as 27% higher than in 1964; Vestern
Germany, Eurcpe's largest producer, is expected to contribute o third of the increased
volume-of output - représenting a 35% rise ~ and the USSR approximately a quarter, a

rise of 76% ovef 1964, ‘ .

'54. Exports in 1964 reached about 400,000 tons, and in 1965 it is estimeted that Europeaﬁ
exports of particle board will increase by as much as 2OA over that figure to reach

481 000 tons. To o large extent thlb w111 be due to greatly'expanded exports by Italy,
Poland and the USSR. The rising trend of imports up to 1964, when they totalled

365,000 tons, is estimated to continue in 1965, and European imports (including the

USSR) are likely to be 11% over that figure, that is to say 404,000 tons, Western Germany
will account for a large pqptbof the estimated increase. The appreciably slower growth
of import requirements compargd‘with export availabilitieg may be expldined by the
continued existence of excess caﬁacify in several countries.

55. The rapid rate of expansion of European (including thé USSR's) consumétion of
porticle board is estimeted to continue throughout 1965 to reach 4.12 million tons; in
fact the rate of growth is a@ticipated to grow somewhat faster in 1965 than in 1964,

(b) Qutlook for 1966

56. The strongly rising trend in Duropean production of particle booerd is likely to go
on into 1966, and production in Europe (including the USSR) is expected to reach 4.85

million tons. All exporting countries foresee g growth in trade. Export aveilabilities

are expected to rise at approximately the some rate as production (14%) although European

import requirements in 1966 as compared to 1965 are estimated to rise by only 4%.
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Fibreboard ,
(a) Situation in 1965

57. The rate of expansion of European output of fitreboard in 1964 was in the order of

10% over 1963, but this high rote is expected to slow down slightly in 1965 to about 8%
over the previous year to reach a total of 3.69 million tons (including production in the
USSR). Output in Sweden, the largest producer, is estimated to increase hardly at all.
Sizeable increases are anticipated oﬁly in the USSR (34%) and Poland (24%); the latter
increase is expected to consist almost entirely of compressed fibreboard,

58. Europe's (including the USSR's) exports of'fiﬁreboard increased between 1963 and 1964
by 12%. In 1965, exports are expected to show & decrease of 2%, very largély becouse of
1oﬁer exports from Sweden, reflécting weaker import demand‘in the United Kingdbm. This means
that exports arc expected to totzl only 963,000 tons, compared with 983,000 tons in 1964.
59. This decrease in exports is matched by an estimated 2% decrease in import requirements
in 1965 compared to 1964. The 1965 estimates, which fbrésee a total import into Europe -
(including the USSR) of 779,000 tons, are mainly influenced by the lower figure anticipated
by the Uhited Kingdom.

60. Aipparent consumption is expected to rise. between 1964 and 1965 at = rate which is only
a little higher than that of production that is to say, by 9% to approximately 2,950
million tons,

(b) Outlook for 1966

61l. Following the slightly lower volume of trade foreseen for 1965 compared to 1964, the

Committee forecosted a rise for both imports cnd exports in 1966 of between 6% and 7% to
reach 823,000 tons and 1.03 million tons respectively. Pfoduction, also, is estimated to

rise by 7% to 3.31 million tons.

Prices for panel products

62. No very clear picture emerges from available 1965 figures of the trends in prices

for panel products aos a whole. For plywood end fibreboard, there has been a penerally
rising tendency in most Furopean countries. In Western Germany, however, fears were
expressed that severe competition might cause prices for fibreboard to wesaken, There

was, on the whole, little chonge in particle board prices compared to lost year. Some
countries noted somewhaot lower price levels, but in Vestern Germany the drop in price over

recent years appeared to heve been checked.
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Timber Bulletin for Europe: (Item 6 (a) of the Agenda)
63. On the basis of document TIM/Working Paper No. 90 the Committee considered the

possible changes to be made in the contents of the Timber Bulletin for Europe and
the improvements in its topicality. It approved the arrangements already made and
proposed by.the Secretariat, taking into account the financial ‘limitations, ‘and
supported the Secretariat's intention to change over to more economic publishing
procedures, for example, offset processing.

Study -on the consumption.of tropical hardwoods in Europe: Progress Report
(Item 6(b) of the Agenda)

64. On the ba51s of document TIL/Worhlng Paper No. 91, the Committee considered the

progress made so far by the Secretarlat on its study on the consumptlon of tropical
hardwoods in Eurqpe. It recognized the "reat importance of this study, both for
Europé>and for developing countries, and commended the general approach adopted by
the Secretariat. While the presentbstudy_was included in the Committee's long-term
programne as an 5dAhoc project, the Committee stressed the importance of continuing
to review the questlon of troplcal hardwood consumption in Europe, after the study

: had been »ompleted. It also ‘noted with pleasure the interest shown in the study by
the UN Centre for Industrial Development, which, it was understood, might make an
active cont;ibution to the deepening of the scope of the study. |

65. The Committee recognized that the Secretariat was not always able easily to
obtain data on consumption, although trade statistics were readily available. i£
thérefqre reconmended that the Secretariat should invife certain countries to undertake
gpeéigl enquirieé which would greatly help in determining the pattern and trends of
consumption aﬁd end—ﬁées. In addition, the reasons for the differeht.applications
of the various species and groups of species should receive detailed study, one of
the effects of which might be to assist in broadening the trade in tropical hardwoods
through the increased utilization of lesser—known species.

Joint FAOQ/ECE Working Pariy on Forest and Forest Products Statistics (Item 7 of
the 'Agenda)

66. The Timber Committee considered the report of the fifth session of the Joint
F40/ECE Working Party on Forest and Forest Products Statistics (FAO/ECE/STATS/60)

beld in January 1965, and expressed appreciation for the valuable work undertaken

by the Workxng Party.
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67. The Commitiee agreed on the long-term programme drawn up by the Working Party

at the Committee’s reguest and expressed their satisfaction in‘thevcohtinuing~4- .
co—ordination of the Forking Party's activities with the work of the Conference of
Buropean Statisticians; it expresssed the hope that the co-operation with the
International Trade Statistics Centre might lead to a decrease in the workload of

the national statistical offices, by reducing the numpber of questionnaires sent

out without impairing the amount of information necessary for the programme in
accordance with the Committee's timetable.

68, The Committee noted with satisfaction the progress accomplished in-the’field

of conversion factors and agreed that a further enquiry was necessary to establish
the roundwood requirements, based on the newly defined concept contained in the
Working Party's report, for panels, pulp and pﬁlp products.

69. The Committee also considered the work carried out in the field of capital
formation; it agreed that a group of experts be convened to continue this enguiry

in co-operation with IUFRO and in co-ordination with the activities of the |
Conferance of European Statisticians in this field. ’

70, The Committece expressed appreciation for the study presented by Canada entitled:
"sppraising Fire Damages in lature Forest Stands", and welcomed the proposal of
Canada to make available at the next session a subsequent study entitled: "Economics
and Forest Fire Control".

71. The Committee considered the Working P arty's recommendation with regard to the
important field of economic indicators covering production, trade and price indices
and price statistics, and appreciated the emphasis laid on the necessity of impreving
the availability of information on existing price scries and their internatiqnal
comparability, it agréed that an enquiry be undertaken to achieve further progress
in this field.

72. The Committec examined carefully the work undertaken‘by the Working Party on the
definition and classification of "pulpwood". Several countries drew attention to the
growing inconsistencies in the intérnational trade stati§tics on pulpwood, pointing
out the need for iumediate improvement of these data. The Committee expressed full
agrecement on the new definition for "pulpwood", "wood residue" and "woodchips and wood
particles", It agreed entirely with the recommendation of the Working Party
concerning the classification in international trade statistics of "pulpwocd in the
round or split form", "wood residues", and "wood chips and particles" as three sub-
groups of "pulpwood" and recommended that appropriate action be taken at the national
and international level to re-establish comparability in this field on the basis of

the proposals of the Working Party.
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73.+ The. Committee noted with satisfaction that a study was being undéertaken by -

the ILO, in co-operation with the Secretariat, in the field of lebour statistics,
which are of great importance in evaluating the situation of labour, including its
social and economic aspects, with regard to the forest economy as a whole.

74, The Committee took note of the results of the enquiry undertaken on the statistics
of the utilization-:of-roundwood, and agreed with the proposal of the Working Party’
that such enquiries:'might be incorporated into, or co-ordinated with national
industrial censuses and enquiries, and that 1968 be set as a target year for countries
to:obtain at least initial series of statistics on the utilization of wood raw
materials.,

75.. The Committeé agreed with the Working Party's recommendation that its next -
session be convened in March 1966 and that this meeting be primarily devoted to a
consideration of the 1968 ¥World Forest Inventory.

Follow-up action to the Colloquium on the economic aspects of the production and
utilization of fibreboard and particle board {(Item 8{a) of the igenda)

76, The Committee considered the results of its proposals made at the twenty-second
session concernihg follow-up action to the Colloquium on the economic aspects of

the production and utilization of fibreboard and parficle board, on the basis of
TIM/Working Péﬁer No. 90. It examined the 1lists of publications on board products
contained in the annexes and addenda to TIM/Working Paper No. 86. The Committee
agreed that tﬂe lists should be published as a supplement to the Timber Bulletin

for Europé, but, bearing in mind the limited resources of the Secretériat, it
considered that oniy minor changes or additions should be made before publication.
e Tﬁe Committee noted the results of an enquiry into the aveilability of end-use
statistics of fibreboard and‘particle board QTIM/Working Paper No, 93), Most
countries that answered the enquiry were able to provide some end-use data, although
seldom exactly in the groupings given in the questionnaire circulated by the
Secretariat, Nevertheless; the Committee felt that the questionnaire in its present
form adequafely servéd tﬁe purpqse for which it was designed.

78. it requegted the Secretariat to publish the date obtained from the enquiry as a
supplement to the Timber Bulletin for Europe, after having included whatever additional
data might be available. As annual end-use data were found not to be generally
available,,it‘suggested that eﬁquirips on end-uses shoulq be repeated every three_

to four yeaxs and7thg¢, in view of the value of informafion of this type,,coﬁntries

might undertake special investigations if the data were not otherwise obtainable.
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79. The Committee took note of the outcome of the training coursé on the applicetion’
and uses of fibréboard, held in Vienna in March 1965, It expressed its deep
appreciation,of the excellent organization of the course by the Austrian authorities
and,:in.view of the useful opportunities for the internationel exchange of technical
information afforded by such courses, recommended ihat similar énes should be held®

at regular intervals.  Regerding the provision made in the long-term programme for

a training course .on the application and uses of particlé board, ‘scheduled fér
1966/67, the Committee was informed by the delegate from the Federal Republic of
Germeny that his country would examine the possibility of undertaking the organization
of this course. L j
80. The Committec noted that, asiwas agreed at its twenty-second session, ' a survéy
of production capacity in, and raw material consumption by, the fibrebdard and -

particle board industries should De unde rtaken hy_the Secretarlai dnrlng 1966 and a2

SN - - v i s

that the results would be submltted to its twenty—fourth ses51on.‘"m
81. The Committee con51dered ‘the qucstlon of holdlnw a second colloquxum on flbreboard
and partlcle board a decision defprred from its twenty-flrst 59551on.x It agreed
that a second colloquium should be held, and tnet the most Sultuble tlﬁe would be
towards the end of 1967 or in the first Lalf of 1968, In v1ew of txe 1mportance of
trcatlng the panel products sector a&s an ontlty, the Lommlttee declded that the scope
of the colloqulum should be extend;d to include also plywood and veneers.’ It ’ '
considered that the revision of the 1961 study on ﬂrnductlon, trade and consumpt10n~
of fibreboard and particle board in Europe, sche dulcd in the Commlttee s long—term
programme for 1966/67, would be & useful background document for tﬁe colloqulun. ' '
The scope of thi's study should also be extended to cover all panel products. Tﬁe
Committee requested the Secretarial to prepare a draft outline of the 00110qu1um to

be approved by its noxt session.

82. The questlon of part101pat10n in the training courses, colloqula and other
meetings arranged by the Timber Committec was also considered., The Commlttee

invited the Executive Secretary of ECE and the Director-General of Fa0 to 1nvestlgate
how bési it could be arronged that experts from other reglons, 1nclud;ng those with o
UN and FAO Fellowships in Europe, mizht be able to participate, if they so yiéhgd, ’
in these activities, It recognized the service that the Cormittee could play in :
helping experts {rom the developing countrics to engoy the benefits of partlclpatlon '

in such meetlngs, partlcularly since this course of actlon was recommended at the

twentieth session of the ECE.
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vReport on the symposium on the economic aspects of, and productivity in, the sawmilling
industry (Item 8 (b) of the Agenda) ‘

'83. The Committes expressed its satisfaction with the report of the symposium on the
economic aspects of, and productivity in, the sawmilling industry (TIM/SAW/35 and
TIM/Working Paper No. 94). It considered that the Symposium had achieved most usefﬁl
results,

84. The Committee gave careful consideration to the Symposium's recommendations for
desirable future action by the Committee in conjunction, whereAappropriate, with other
internationai bodies. Noting that it is sometimes difficult for research institutes
to find out from published programmes which institutes are making a major effort in a
particular field, the Committee recommended that the Secretariat should ask countries
partiaipating in its work (i) to submit a list of institutes which are undertaking or
intend to undertake a major pfogramme of work in the fields mentioned in TIl/Working
Paper No. 94, particularly in paragraphs 1, 2 and 4; and (ii) to give for each institute
details of the releveant activities being undertaken or planned to be undertaken in the
near future. Institutes should indicate whether they are willing to engage in an
exchange of information with other institutes in a particular field or fields.  The
Committee requested the Seéretariat to circulate the information received to countries
participating in its work. FOIIOWhup”action could then be taken by individual
institutes contacting other institutes direct.

85, Several delegations expressed their willingness to collaborate in studying the
,possibilities of introducihg a skeleton outline of sawlog grading at the all-European
level. The delegate of Finland agreed to inform the Secretariat whether his country
would be in a position to co-ordinate activities in this field.

86, The importance was stressed of the investigations being carried out in a number
of countries into methods of raising the efficiency of the transport of sawmwood by
means of packaging and the reduction in the number of dimensions. The Committee
requested the Secretariat to invite countries to make available the results of such
investigations to the Secretariat for circulation to countries participating in its

work.
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87. In view of the important role of education and training in raising productivity in
the sawmilling industry, the Committee.requested the Secretariat to invite countries to
submit statements detailing the facilities that exist to provide tralnlng for- sawmllllng
personnel at all levels, and to state whether these facilities are available to potential
_tralnees from outside their éwn country, The results of this enquiry should be

submltted to the next -session of the Commlttee.

Preparations for the Svmposium on integration in the woodfprocesslng 1ndustr1es
(Item 8 (c) of the Agenda) :

88, On the basis of TIdM/Working Paper No. 95, the Committee reviewed the preparations
being made for the Symposium on the economic aspects of integration in the wood-processing
industries. Following a proposal made by the Secretariat, the Committee agreed that
the Symposium ‘should be held at the beginning of 1967. It asked the :Secretariat to
invite countries to forward by 28 February 1966 any further suggestions for the ‘agenda

of the programme within the scope of the outline proposed at the Preparatory Meeting of
Experts, and comtained in Annex I to TIM/Working Paper No. 95. The Committee noted
that several countries had already made firm offers to contribute papers to the Syﬁposium,
but invited countries that had not already done so to send to the Secretariat, by the
above date, proposals for papers to be presented at the Symposium, which would be
considered by the office~holders in April 1966 with a view to drawing up the Provisional
Agenda,

89, The Committee stressed the importance of an approach to the Symposium that would
ensure that its papers and discussions would be of value to all sectors of the forest

and wood-processing industries both in Europe and in other regions. For example, one

‘of the themes of the Symposium might be an enquiry into the original motivations for,

and actual outcome of, epplications of the theory of integration.

World Forestry Congress 1966 (Item 9 of the Agenda)

90. The Committee was addressed by the delegation from Spain and the Deputy-Director

of the Forestry and Forest Products Division, FAO, concerning the organization and aims
of the World Forestry Congress to be held in Medrid from 6 to 18 June 1966.

91. The Committee felt that it would be useful for its members to bring to the
attention of the timber trade and industries in their respective countries the scope

and aims of the Congress.
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Exehange of scientific and technical experience: Study tourslin the fields of the
timber trade and wood-processing industries (Item 10 of the Agenda)

92, The Committee heard a report from Mr. Eckmiillner (Austria) on the study tour held-

in Romania from 2 to 9 September 1965. The tour was attended by about 40 participants
from 12 countries, as well as experts from the host country and a representative of

the Secretariat. Included in the programme were visits to forest operations and
wood-processing 1ndastr1es, in partlculur to a number of large modern wood—pr009551ng :
comblnaxs.

93._ The Commlttee expressed its deep gratltude to the Government of Romania and the
organizers of the tour, in particular to Mr. Dumitrescu, for the interesting and useful
programme and for the exeellent organization which had contributed so much to the
tour's success. _ )

94. With regard to fhe prpjeeted study tour for 1966, the Committee welcomed the offer
by fhe delegete from Finland that it would be possible to organize a teur in that
country. The Committee requested the Finnish delegation to prepare the outline of the
study tour and to forward iﬂ in due time for its circulaticn to countries participating
in the work of the ECE, It was agreed that the tour in YugosleVia, which WaS”originaliy
pldnned'fer 1966, should be postponed to 1967.

Special lecture (Item 11 of the Agenda)

95. In accordance with the decision taken at the twenty-second session to devote one

half-day to the presentation of a specifié paper (TIM/Working Paper No. 96), the
Committee was addressed by two speakers on the subject of Transport and Handling -
Forest to Consumer - the subject favoured by the majority of countrles after an enqulry
made by the Secretariat. The Committee was addressed firstly by Mr. U. Sundberg
(Sweden) on the subject of Transport and Handling - Forest to Mill, and the second
speaker was Mr. F. Palmer (United Kingdom) who dealt with the question of Transport and
Handling - Mill to Consumer. The papers stimulated lively discussion and evoked the
warm appreciation of the Committee. The Commlttee requested the Secretarlat to publlsh
them in a supplement to the Timber Bulletin for Eur0pe.

96, The Committee noted that the Inland Transport Committee of the ECE was also
studying problems of transport and handling, and that there was full collaboration

between the Secretariats of the two Committees.
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97. The Committee agreed that the arrangement whereby one half-day during its session
was reserved for a special lecture should be continued at the- twenty-fourth session. in .
1966,'and‘that the next subject should be The Usé of Forest Products in Building. It
requested‘the Secretariat to invite on its behalf a suitable expert to speak on this
subject, or on the next subject listed in TIM/Working Paper No. 96 if any difficulties
should arise. 7

Other Business (Iﬁem 12 of the Agenda)

The Joint FAO/ECE/ILO Committee on Forest Working Techniques and Training of Forest
Workers - ' : ' : o -

98. The Committee -was informed of the activities of the Joint Committee in the past year,
in particular the merging of two of the study groups into one group on the Mechanization
of Forest Work. The sixth session of the Joint Committee will be held in Sweden in
September 1966.

99. The Committee heard a report on the Symposium on Mechanical Barking of Timber held
in Helsinki from 27 September to 2 October 1965. It noted that a fuller report would

be given at its twenty-fourth session. The Committee expressed its gratitude.to the
Government of Finland for the excellent organization of the Symposium.

Timber Trends in the United States

100, Mr. Josephson (United States of America) presented to the Committee a.ré§umé, with
slides, of the main aspects of the Study, Timber Trends in the United Staies,_prébared gy
the Forest Service of the United States Department of Agriculture. This was warmly
welcomed by the Committee, A summary of Mr. Josephson's statement will be published as
a supplement to the Timber Bulletin for Europe, in conjunction with the two papers
presented under item 11, .

Programme of Work. for 1966 (Item 13 of the Agenda)

101, The Committee confirmed that part of its long-term programme of work relating to

1965/66, modified to take account of decisions on future activities taken during the
present session,

Date of next session (Item 14 of the Agenda)

102. The Committee requested the Secretariat to reserve, if pgsgible, 10 to 14 October

1966 for its next session.
Films _ o . R
103. The Committee thanked the delegation of Canada for providing.iwo filmss.. "By the

hand of man" and "More homes for more people', which were shown during the session.
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ANNEX 1T

PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE TIMBER COMMITT E FOR 1965/1966

TIM.BILR | S A .

Note: The work programme of the DCL in tho field of timber is developed
and carried out’ go‘ntlv with the FAO the latter organlzatlon providing the

professional staff engaged in the wo;k. Below are listed the projects,

lprimarily thé res?onsibilitv of Thé ECE Timber @ommittee, to be undertaken

durlng the perzod 1965/1960, in 1mplementat10n of its long~term programme

of work adopted at its twenty-flrst session. In addition to the annual

59551on of the Timber Committee, Joint F&O/uCE/TLO and FAO/ECE bodies will
deal with the prOJecus where approprlate. (The joint projects for whnich

FAOQ and ILO are prlmarlly respon51ble do not figure in this list.)

Priority progects of a contlnulng nature

Review of tlmber market for Europe 1nc1ud1ng tlmber"statlstlcs

'Authorlty Timber Commi ttee (E/BCE/TIM/69, paras. 51 and 523 E/ECE/TTM/T2

paras. 47 and 48, Terms of Reference: E/E C?/2°1, Appendix 13, page 11).

w'Descrlptlon. The Tlmber Committee reviews annually the situation for sawn

softwood sawn hardwood and hardwood logs (including tropical), pulpwood,
pltprops and panel products. In addltlon, the Secretariat publishes quarterly
market reviews covering sawn softwood hardwoods, pulpwood, pltprops and .
panel products, together w1th statistics relating to production and trade in
the maln forest products in uurope and North Amerlca, and price series supple—

mented by graphs, comparisons of timber prices and those of alternative

"materials, and relevant economic indicators. Market reports are also compiled
.and publlshed periodically for many of the prlnclpal 1mport1ng and exporting

'countrles of Europe, these reports are based on 1nformat10n collected from

off101a1 and other sources ‘and publlgatlons, which is analysed by the ECE
Secretariat. | | l
Technlcal co~operat10n and cont;cts

Author1ty. Timber Committee (V/ /TIM/66, para.68; E/ECE/TIM/69,‘para.75;
E/ECE/TIN/T2, paras. 68-T1; E/BCE/TIN/T5, parn.30).

Descrlptlon. The Committee promotes study tours, training courses and

v151ts by speclallsts to the forest products industries of member countries
w1th1n the framework of a long-term programme of work, Personal contacts
and participation in technical meetings are encouraged as means toward

solution of technical problems in the forest and forest products industries.
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10.1.3

10.1.4

10'1'5'

Increased efficiency in..forest operations

Authority: Timber Committee (E/ECE/TIM/46, Annex III, section VI;
E/ECE/TIN/69, ‘paras.54-60; B/ECE/TIN/T2, paras.49-54; E/ECE/TIM/T5,
paras.10-13; B/ECE/TIM/78, paras.90-95). ' ‘

Description: This project aims at increasing efficiency in forest operations

by improving methods of work, by mechanization of f-rest work an&rby better

training of forest workers and prevention of accidents. This brojéct is

‘dealt with by the Joint FAO/ECE/ILO Committee on Forest Working Techniques

and Training of Forest Workers by means of study groups, symposia and

-training courses and with the collaboration of experts. The Joint

Committee will hold its sixth session in September 1966,

Eurcpean forest and forest products statistics ’

Authority: Timber Committee (E/ECZ/TIN/75, paras.14-18; E/ECE/Tfm/so,
paras.66-75). ‘ '

Description: This project aims to deal with various statistical problems

at the European level arising from the work of the Timber Committee and the
Eurcpean Forestiry Commission of FAO, as well as the Conference of European
Statisticians. These problems are examined by the Joint Working Paxfy on
Forest and Forest Products Statistics, which will hold its sixth session in
March 1966, | |

Studies on productivity problems in the wood processing industries
Authority: Timber Committee, (E/ECE/TIM/69, ﬁaras.44-47§ E/ECE/TIM/T2,
paras.59-61; E/ECE/TIM/75, para.29; E/ECE/TIM/80, paras.83-87 and 88-89).

Description: Follow-up action to the symposium on the economic aspects of,

and productivity in, the sawmilling industry will be initiated through
enquiries into the activities in countries participating in its work in the
fields of sawdust and bark, sawlog grading, packaging and handling 6f.
sawnwood and facilities for education and training’of sawmilling personnel,
Preparations will continue for the symposium on integration in the wood=-
processing industries, scheduled for 1965/66 in the Committee's long-term

programme of work adopted at its twenty-first session, but now scheduled for

early 1967.
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Priority projects of an ad hoc nature

Study on consumption of tropical hardwoods in Europe
suthority: (E/ECE/TINM/75, para.99; E/ECE/TIM/80, para.64).

Description: This study, undertaken in accordance with the Committee's

long-term programme of work is now scheduled to be completed in the course
of 1966. A ,
BEconomic aspects of the fibreboard and particle board industries

Authority: Timber Committee (E/ECE/TIM/75, paras.22-28; E/ECE/TIM/80,

' paras.76 and 80).

Description: The Secretariat will publish bibliographies of documentation
on the economic and technical aspects of fibreboard and particle board,
submitted by members participating in the work of the ECE. A survey will
be undertaken of production capacity of, and raw material consumption by,

the fibreboard and particle board indusiries.



