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1. The Timber Committee held  i t s  tw enty-th ird  session  in Geneva from 11 to 15 

October 1965. I t  was attended by de legátes from A u str ia , Belgium, B u lga ria , 

Byelorussian  SSR, Czechoslovakia, the Federal Republic o f Germany, Fin land,

Prance, Hvmgary, I t a ly ,  the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, P o rtu ga l, Romania,

Spain, Sweden, Sw itzerland, Ukrainian SSR, USSR, the United Kingdom, the United States  

o f America and Y u gos lav ia . Canada p a rt ic ip a ted  in  accordance w ith A r t ic le  11 o f  the 

Commission's terms o f re ference . Representatives o f the Pood and A gricu ltu re  

Organization (РАО) and the In te rn ation a l Labour O rganisation  (ILO ) a lso  attended.

The In ternational O rganization o f Employers, anon-governm ental o rgan ization , 

sent representatives and an o f f i c i a l  o f the Commission o f the European Economic 

Community (EEC) attended at the in v ita t io n  o f  the S ec re ta ria t  ( f o r  l i s t  o f 

delegates see Е/ЕСЕ/ТШ/81 ) .

2. The r e t i r in g  Chairman, Mr. 0. Mysik (C zechoslovak ia ), reviewed the a c t iv it ie s  

o f the Committee since i t s  la s t  session .

3. The Committee was addressed by the Deputy Executive Secretary  o f the Economic 

Commission fo r  Europe №d by the РАО Regional Representative fo r  Europe.

Adoption o f Agenda (Item  1 o f the Agenda)

4 . The P rov is io n a l Agenda (Е/БСБДШ/79) presented by the S ec re ta ria t was 

adopted.

E lec tion  o f O ff ic e rs  (Item  2 o f the Agenda)

5. The Committee e lected  Mr. G. Hampson (United Kingdom) as Chaim an, re -e le c te d  

Ur, K. Ronge (Sweden) and e lected  Mr. N. Dumitrescu (Romania) as Vice-Chairmen.

The Committee expressed it s  vmrm appreciation  to U r, Mysik fo r  his serv ices to the 

Committee.
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Twentieth session o f the Economic Commission fo r  Етхгоре (item  3 o f the Agenda)

6. On the b as is  o f dociament Tllí/ííorking Paper No. 87, the Conimittee took note o f the 

reso lutions and decisions o f the twentieth session o f the Economic Commission fo r  

Europe, re levan t to the work o f the Timber Committee, and considered the Commission's 

discussions on the Committee’ s лтогк.

7. The Committee was addressed by the B irec to r of the Commission A f fa ir s  and Trade 

Development D iv is io n  o f the ËCÉ, who reviewed the recent a c t iv it ie s  o f the United Nations 

Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) as they re la ted  to the work o f the Timber 

Committee.

8. The Committee considered the l i s t  o f film s on the subject o f fo re s t ry  and fo re s t

products contained in TIM/fforking Paper No.87/ndd.l. I t  requested the S ec re ta ria t  to

complete the l i s t  with the assistance o f the countries concerned, by adding such 

d e ta ils  as the sources from which the film s are obta inab le . I t  in v ited  countries, 

which had not yet been able to provide l i s t s  o f film s , to forward them to the 

S ecre ta ria t by  31 December 1965. The Committee welcomed the proposal that the rev ised  

and extended l i s t  should be published as a Supplement to the Timber B u lle t in  fo r  

Europe e a r ly  in  1966 and that th is  pub lication  would be made av a ila b le  to coim tries

in other regions through the РАО film  l ib r a r y .

9. The Committee also  requested the S ec re ta ria t  to in v ite  delegations to b ring  with  

them to each session  l i s t s  o f film s issued during the previous year and to publish  

them as addenda to the o r ig in a l l i s t .

Matters a f fe c t in g  the work o f the Timber Committee (Item  4 o f the agenda)

10. The Committee considered the suggestions, made at the th ird  meeting o f it s

o ffic e -h o ld e rs  in A p ril 1965, a ffe c t in g  the work o f the Committee and contained in  

Tlli/W^orking Paper No.88. The procedure fo r  the annual discussion  o f the timber market, 

as proposed by the o ff ic e -h o ld e rs , was accepted. Further suggestions were l e f t  to be 

discussed in  d e ta i l under other items o f the Agenda.

Market Review and Prospects (Item  5 o f the Agenda)

11. The Committee fo llow ed  the rev ised  procedure fo r  the d iscussion  o f the market 

proposed by the th ird  meeting o f o ffic e -h o ld e rs  (ТШ /ïiorking Paper No.88 ).



Затог softwood

12, The Committee received statements on the development o f the saxra softwood 

market since i t s  la s t  session in  October 1964 and on the outlook fo r  1965 and 1966, 

and compiled the workeheets repi'oduced in th is report as Tables 3. and 2 o f imnex I ,

( a )  S itu a t ion in 1964

13. In 1964, the to ta l production o f sawn softwood in  Europe (USSR not included)

attained  a new record high volume of 12.2 m illio n  standards (57.1 m illio n  ra^) or 

h a lf  a m illio n  stds. a.bove the le v e l o f 1963 end n ea rly  150,000 stds, higher than the 

previous record in  1961. Europe's imports' and expoi-ts (in c lu d in g  those o f the USSR)

a lso  both attained  new record high le v e ls  in 1964, with iniports at 5.71 m illio n  stds.
3 ' '3(26.68 m illio n  m ) and exports at 5.44 m illion  stdSo(2'5.39 m illio n  m ) .  The growth

o f 10^ in  Europe’ s trade in  savm softwood in 1964 fo llow ed  increases o f &fb and 4fi>

in  the two previous years , iunong the major European supplying countries, exports

from the USSR and Sweden both expanded in 1964 to reach new record high volumes and

between them they accoxmted fo r  n early  90?̂  o f Europe’ s to ta l increase o f 440,000 stds,

la s t  year. i

14, Of Europe's lead ing importing countries, a l l  but I t a ly  increased th e ir  imports 

in  1964 to a tta in  new post-w ar record high le v e ls .  One o f the most remarkable 

changes in  the' pattern  o f Europe's imports that year was an increase o f 37f̂  in  

a r r iv a ls  from Canada which amounted to more than 580,000 stds.

Opeuiifg o f  "bhe 1965 forxmrd market

15. Estimates put forward at la s t  y e a r 's  Timber Committee fo recast a decline o f 

&fo in Europe 's import requirements in  1965. W evertheless, the northern European 

market fo r  1965 opened very firm ly  and exceptiona lly  e a r ly , and developed rap id ly .  

Three quarters 6 f the expected decline in Europe’ s aggregate imports in 1965 

re su lted  from lower estimates from the United Kihgdom and the Netherlands, but by 

the end o f March th is  year the combined purchases by these two countries already  

amounted to 2.23 m illio n  s td s ,o r  about 50,000 stds.more than the to ta l placed by the



same time in  1964 and representing 95% o f the estimates made in  October 1964 o f 

import requirements in  1965. By the end o f the f i r s t  quarter o f th is  year, Denmark 

and Spain had purchased considerably  more than a year p rev iously , but Western 

Germany, France and Belgium somewhat le s s .

( c )  Development o f the 1965 market

16. Towards the end o f the f i r s t  quarter o f th is  year the tempo o f the forward  

market slackened abruptly , iilthough consumption in the lead ing  importing countries  

v/̂ as s t i l l  g en e ra lly  running at a high le v e l,  the co u n te r-in fla t ion a ry  measures 

which had been foreseen at la s t  y e a r 's  session were beginning to take e f fe c t  in  

some western European countries. In many cases importers experienced d i f f i c u l t i e s  

in  attempting to ra ise  r e s e l l in g  p rices  to meet the increased cost o f imports and 

with stock le v e ls  remaining uncomfortably high, they became u n w illin g  to add to 

th e ir  a lready  heavy forward commitments.

17. In the past s ix  months the northern European forward market has remained 

subdued and was made notable by the fa c t  that shippers gen e ra lly  put no undue pressure  

on importers to buy. As a re su lt  o f the unexpectedly buoyant purchasing p o licy  o f 

the importing countries, forward p rices  reached peak le v e ls  in  the e a r ly  spring o f 

th is  year, but they were to a degree nominal, s ince -the volume in  re la t io n  to the 

to ta l import was com paratively sm all. Nevertheless, as might have been expected

in such an inactive  market, p rices  were in some cases marked down towards the end 

o f the summer. Elsewhere in Europe, sawn softwood p rices  have remained gen era lly  

s ta b le ,

18. Total apparent consumption in  Europe in the f i r s t  h a lf  o f th is  year remained 

at the same le v e l as a year ago and the to ta l fo r  1965 is  expected to be l i t t l e  

changed from the record le v e l in 1964. Since Ju ly  a downward trend has been 

noticeab le  in  the United Kingdom, where the an tic ipated  sm aller consumption than 

the 1964 peak w i l l  undoubtedly develop, but i t  appears that th is  is  l ik e ly  to be 

o ffs e t  by h igher consumption in other countries.



19. The rev ised  estimates o f Europe’ s import requirements in 1965 to ta l 5.42 m illio n
3stds {25.32 m illio n  m ) and those o f exports, inc lud ing the USSR, 5.19 m illio n  stds  

(24.26 m illio n  m ) .  In both cases these estimates are below the record le v e ls  in  

1964 by approximately 5%.

(d )  Prospects fo r  1966

20. In  1965 economic p o lic ie s  in  many western European countries have been counter- 

in f la t io n a ry  in  in ten t, and there are ind ications that the desired  e ffe c ts  are 

gen e ra lly  being achieved. During the course o f 1966 i t  may prove po ss ib le  fo r  

governments to re la x  some o f the r e s t r ic t iv e  measures and to a llow  renewed expansion^ 

Statements submitted by a marnber o f countries pointed p a rt ic u la r ly  to increased  

a c t iv it y  in  the bu ild in g  secto r. Accordingly, consumption o f sawn softwood is  

expected to remain at a le v e l at le a s t  as high as in the current year.

21. Europe 's import requirements fo r  1966 are estim ated at 5.42 m illio n  s td s ,
3(25 .33  m illio n  m ) and exports, including those o f the USSR, at 5.18 m illio n  s td s . 

(24.20 m illio n  m ) ,  in both cases v i r t u a l ly  unchanged from the rev ised  estimates 

fo r  1965. Taking into account to ta l im ports, inc lud ing those by other regions from 

Europe, and to ta l exports, including those to Europe from other reg ions, the balance  

between a v a i la b i l i t ie s  and requirements appeared to be s a t is fa c to ry .

22. In th e ir  statements to the Committee both importing and exporting countries  

stressed  that they expected a la te  opening to the northern European forward market

fo r  1966. This was mainly due to the fa c t  that the United Kingdom and the Netherlands, 

which between them account fo r  about 45fó o f Europe's import market were carrying  

exceptiona lly  heavy stocks, which were expected to p e rs is t  into the e a r ly  months o f 

1966. Importers in  these two countries , th e re fo re , would be u n lik e ly  to enter into  

general forward conunitments fo r  some time to come. Without the f u l l  p a rt ic ip a tio n  

o f the bulk  purchasing power o f these two countries, the northern European market 

might not receive  s u f f ic ie n t  support to become firm ly  estab lish ed . In these 

circumstances i t  would appear that an o rd e r ly  development o f next y e a r 's  market might 

best be achieved by a delayed opening o f the main campaign.



Hardwoods

(a )  S ituation  in  1964

23. There was strong ' expansion o f European production, trade and consumption o f sawn 

hardwood in  1964. Excluding the figu re s  fo r  the USSR, European production at 15.25 

m illio n  was 5% higher than in  1963. The la rgest  quan titative  increases occurred in 

Romania, Western Germany and Yugoslavia. Exports from Europe (exclud ing the USSR) o f 

1.83 m illion  m̂  were 9fo h igher, imports o f 2.58 m illion  m̂  were as much as 12fo h igher, 

and apparent consumption o f approximately 16.01 m illion  m̂  (stock  changes not allowed  

fo r  in  some countries ) was 6% higher.

24. The expansion o f apparent consumption o f sawn hardwood in  1964 was a continuation o f 

the r is in g  trend o f recent years in  the m ajority o f European countries. In eastern and 

southern Europe, per cap ita  consumption increased strongly  during th is  p e riod , but in  

other p a rts  o f Europe consumption expanded no fa scer than the growth in population .

25. Exports o f hardwood lo gs  by European countries, excluding the USSR, recovered in  

1964 to reach 0.99 m illio n  m^, 5fo more than in  1963. Imports rose strongly  in  1964 fo r  

the second year running to reach the record le v e l o f 6.96 m illio n  m^, an increase o f 11^ 

from the 1963 volume. Imports o f t ro p ic a l hardwood logs  reached 5.50 m illio n  m3 and 

accounted fo r  most o f 'th e  increase . By the end o f the year stocks in severa l importing 

countries had become very heavy.

(b )  Developments in  Í965

26. Production o f saVm hardwood in  many European countries was somewhat lower in  the 

f i r s t  h a lf  o f 1965 than in the corresponding period o f 1964. Reports presented to the 

Committee stated that production is  expected to recover in most o f t '. js e  countries in  the 

second h a lf  o f the year, and to ta l European production in the whole o f 1965 may remain 

at about the record le v e l o f 1964.

27. S im ila r ly , w ith continuing high le v e ls  o f a c t iv ity  reported from the fu rn itu re  and 

jo in e ry  industries  in many countries, apparent consumption o f sawn hardwood in  Europe 

is  expected to be maintained at about la s t  y e a r 's  le v e ls .

28. Estimates submitted to the Committee indicated that European export a v a i la b i l i t i e s  

o f sawn hardwood in  1965 would remain at the 1964 le v e l o f 1.83 m illion  m^. Import 

requirements were estimated to amount to 2.76 m illion  m3, a decline o f Eg^from the record
'r

volume in  1964. The main change expected is  a decrease o f 75,000 m3 in I t a l ia n  imports, 

p a r t ic u la r ly  o f beech and oak.



29. Regarding bardwood lo g s , the Committee estimated that export a v a i la b i l i t ie s  would,
O '

a t 976,000 m , be l i t t l e  d if fe re n t  e ith e r in  volume or in  species composition, from la s t  

y e a r 's  exports. European imports o f hardwood lo g s , on the other hand, are expected to 

f a l l  th is  year by 565,000 or 8% to 6.39 m illio n  m^. At th is  le v e l the volume of

imports would, neverthe less, s t i l l  be the second h ighest ever recorded. The major par'fc 

o f the decrease w i l l  be o f t ro p ic a l hardwood species, o f  which stocks were very heavy in  

severa-l importing coim tries a t the beginning o f the y ear. Except fo r  Western Germany, 

the la i'gest, European importing country, where imports are expected to remain at la s t  

y e a r ’ s le v e l ,  a l l  the leading importing countries an tic ipate  lower imports o f t ro p ic a l  

hard-TOod logs  in  1965, the heaviest reductions being expected by France, I t a ly ,  the 

United Kingdom, and Belgium-Luxembourg.

30, P rices  fo r  hardwood logs  and sawn wood o f European o r ig in  remained gen era lly  firm  

during the twelve months under rev iew . The major exooption was I t a ly ,  where a decline in  

p r ic e s  o f imported beech logs and home-grown pop la r, which began in  1961, continued in  

the f i r s t  h a l f  o f 1965.

31. Oversupply in  the market fo r  p ee le r  lo gs  la s t  w in ter depressed p r ice s  o f imported 

le g s  o f some t ro p ic a l spec ies. During 1965, the balance between supply and demand has 

been improving and has brought with i t  renewed s t a b i l i t y  to log  p r ice s  o f most t ro p ic a l  

spec ies.

( с ) Outlook fo r  1966

32. Estim ates submitted to the tw enty-th ird  session o f  the Timfcex' Committee fo r  expert

a v a i la b i l i t i e s  o f sawn hardwood show that European exports are expected to resume th e ir
3

expansion to reach 1.87 m .illion m in  1966, a f t e r  tem porarily  le v e ll in g  o f f  in  1965- 

The recovery which is  an lic ipa ted  in  the experts from Yugoslavia accounts fo r  most o f 

the 2% increase in to ta l European exports foreseen fo r  next year.

33, Imports o f sawn hardwood are estimated to reach 2.77 m illio n  m"' in  1966, only  

m arginally  above the an tic ipated  impoi-t volume in  the current year. A drop o f 5% in  the 

estimated imports by the United Kingdom, the leading importing country, is  o f fs e t  by 

small increases in  a number o f other countries.

34, With regard to hardwood lo g s , export a v a i la b i l i t i e s  in  European countries in 1966, 

estimated at 1,00 m illio n  m^, are a l i t t l e  higher than the estimated fig u re  fo r  1965, 

the only change foreseen  being a r is e  o f 20,000 in  the exports o f Western Germany.



35. Follow ing the appreciab le  f a l l  in  the present y ea r , European import requirements 

o f hardwood logs  from a l l  sources are estimated to recover s l ig h t ly  to 6.42 m illio n  

in  1966, a t which le v e l they would s t i l l  be 8% le s s  than the record fig u re  in  1964. 

Decreases o f 64,000 m̂  in  the United Kingdom and o f 50,000 m̂  in  Western Germany are  

expected to be o ffs e t  by a renewed r is e  of 100,000 in  I t a ly ,  and minor increases  

elsewhere. The changes apply en t ire ly  to t ro p ic a l spec ies, requirements o f temperate- 

zone species being l i t t l e  changed;

36. The an tic ipated  le v e ls  o f  import requirements seem su f f ic ie n t  to absorb the export 

a v a i la b i l i t i e s  in  Europe and overseas, and th is  fa c t  i s  expected to contribüte to the 

maintenance o f p r ice  s t a b i l i t y .  Reports from many countries suggested that the steady  

growth in  consumption o f hardwoods would be continued in  1966.

Pulpwood

(a )  S ituation  in  1965

37. Requirements o f  wood галт m ateria l fo r  pulping in  1965 in  Europe (in c lu d in g  the 

USSR) are now estimated at 110.5 m illio n  m^, or 5fo more than 1964 apparent consumption. 

Requirements o f the Nordic countries are expected to be about 4?& higher., and those o f 

the USSR 5fa h igher than in 1964. In some other countries, expansion in  1965 is  expected 

to be fa s t e r ,  as fo r  example the estimated increases o f 20fo in  Spain, 18fo in  Yugoslavia, 

13/0 in  both France and Poland and 11% in Romania.

38. Import requirements o f pulpwood in  1965, now estimated at 10.4 m illio n  m show an 

increase o f  1.2 m illio n  m (13%) on the estimate submitted to the Committee la s t  y ear, 

which is  almost e n t ire ly  accounted fo r  by the fa c t  that the revised  estimate o f imports 

by Finland in 1965 has been more than doubled, with an increase o f 1.1 m illio n  m^.

39. Substantia l changes in  the pattern  o f imports in  1965 compared w ith 1964 are  

an tic ipated  in  some o f Europe 's major importing countries, with a r is e  o f 74%.in  the 

case o f Finland and dec lin es  o f 24% and 16% resp ec tive ly  fo r  Western Germany and Norway. 

On balance, however, Europe 's  imports in 1965 are now estimated to be about 3fe above 

those in 1964. With a rev ised  estimate o f 1.95 m illio n  fox 1965, Finland becomes 

Europe 's la rg e s t  p o ten tia l import market. Exports o f pulpwood by Europe (in c lud in g

the USSR) in  1965 are now expected to amount to 8 .9  m illio n  or 3% below those in  

1964. This com paratively small dec line  in  the to ta l fig u re s  conceals some sharp 

flu c tua tion s  in  the estim ates o f in d iv idu a l countries. Reductions o f 48% from Noiway, 

34% from Fin land, 8% from France and Romania and 7% from the ШЗН are not fu l ly  o f fs e t  

by increases o f 58% from Poland, 24% from Czechoslovakia and 7% from Sweden. Po land 's  

high le v e l o f exports expected fo r  1965 is  the re su lt  o f clearances o f storm-damaged 

fo re s ts  and is  not l ik e ly  to recur.



40. Pulpwood p r ic e s , which had advanced rather strong ly  in  1964, do not appear to have 

fo llow ed any uniform trend so fa r  th is  year. On the one hand, p rices  continued to r ise  

in A u str ia , being 3% h igher in  August than at the. end o f la s t  y ear, w h ils t  Scandinavian  

export p r ice s  tended to flu c tu a te . On average, however, p r ice s  in  the f i r s t  h a lf  o f th is  

year compared w ith those ru lin g  a t the end of. 1964 were l i t t l e  changed in  the case o f  

Sweden, and Finnish p rice s  were s l ig h t ly  above the p rice  obtained at the end o f la s t  y ear. 

In„.France, Western Germany and the Netherlands pulpwood p rice s  were stab le  in  the f i r s t  

h a l f  o f  th is  year at s l ig h t ly  higher le v e ls  than fo r  the average o f 1964.

(b )  Outlook fo r  1966

41. Europe’ s requirements o f wood raw m ateria l fo r  pu lp ing are expected to r is e  again in
31966 to reach a to ta l o f 118.0 m illio n  m , an increase o f 7.6 m illion  m^, or Ifo above that 

estimated fo r  1965. The most important changes are expected in  the major producing 

countries . A r is e  o f 2.5 m illion  m (9fá) i s  estimated fo r  Sweden, 1.9 m illio n  (9%) 

fo r  the IBSR and 1.0 m illio n  m  ̂ (5%) fo r  F in land. Other notable changes are increases o f 

40% in  the United Kingdom, 15% in  Italy, l2fo in  Poland and 10% in  both France and Spain.

42. Tota l production o f pulpwood and o f  wood residues and other wood not o r ig in a lly  

prepared as pulpwood is  estimated to reach 118.1 m illio n  in 1966, an increase o f 6% 

above the estimate fo r  1965.

43. Europe 's imports o f pulpwood are expected to reach a record peak in  1966 o f 10.7

m illio n  or 3% above the estimate fo r  th is  year. The most s ig n ific a n t  changes are a

recovery o f  23% in  import requirements by I t a ly ,  Europe 's th ird  la rg e s t  im porter, and an

increase o f 52% by the United Kingdom. Against th is , Finla,nd and Norway, Europe 's f i r s t

and second b iggest im porters, estimate no changes in import requirements fo r  next year

compared w ith the rev ised  estim ates fo r  1965. Europe's exports o f pulpwood are expected
3

to f e l l  again  in  1966 by 8% from the revised estimated fo r  1965 to 8.2 m illio n  m .
3

44. Against the apparent gap between an tic ipated  exijorts and imports o f 2.5 m illion  m
3

in  1966 may be set Canadian exports to Europe estimated at 1.25 m illion  m and an apparent 

export surplus o f p itprops o f some 400,000 m^. D iscussion revealved that d i f f e r in g  customs 

c la s s if ic a t io n s  between exporting end importing countries was a facto r to be taken into  

account in  assessing the d e f i c i t .  For these reasons, and p a rt ic u la r ly  having regard to 

the close re la tion sh ip  between the estim ates o f to ta l production o f  m ateria l fo r  pulping  

purposes and o f consumption needs, the Committee concluded that su ff ic ie n t  supp lies were 

l ik e ly  to be av a ila b le  in  1966.



Pitprops

( a )  S ituation  in  1965

45. Production o f p itprops in  Europe (in c lud ing  the USSR) i s  now estimated at 33,7 

m illio n  uP fo r  1965 or fr a c t io n a lly  below the le v e l o f the previous year, thus continuing 

the dec line  o f recent y ears . A drop in  output o f p itp rops i s  expected in  most countries  

in  1965 but these are mainly o ffs e t  by s lig h t  increases estimated in  the USSR, France 

and Hungary.

46. Imports are now estimated at 1.8 m illio n  showing a decrease o f  and exports

at 2.2 m illio n  fo r  1965, are expected to be 9% below those o f the previous year, 

mainly due to lower exports from F in land.

47. P itp rops p r ice s  rose in  the f i r s t  h a lf  o f th is  year in  France, but declined somewhat 

in  Western Germany. In the United Kingdom, which accounts fo r  about one th ird  o f Europe 's  

to ta l  imports o f p itp rop s, the cost o f a r r iv a ls  has r ise n  during 1965, and there have 

a lso  been some p r ic e  increases fo r  home-produced supp lies .

(b )  Outlook fo r  1966

48. P itp rop  production in  Europe (in c lu d in g  the (JSSR) in  1966 is  estimated at 33.6 

m illio n  m  ̂ or s l ig h t ly  below the rev ised  estimate fo r  1965. This is  in  lin e  w ith the 

estimate o f domestic requirements in  i 966 which a lso  shows l i t t l e  change on that fo r  the 

present y ea r . Production in  1966 is  expected to dec line  in  Western Germany, France, 

Czechoslovakia and Hungary but th is  is  nearly  made up by an increase expected in  the USSR,
' ' 349. Imports fo r  1966 are estimated to decline by 16% to 1.5 m illio n  m , which is  due to 

lower requirements o f 25% in  the United Kingdom, 17% in  Viestern Gemany and 9% in  Hungary. 

Exports prospects a t 1.9 m illio n  m^, although lower than the to ta l estimated fo r  th is  

year, a re , n everthe less , 26% above import requirements. An apparent margin o f surplus

o f th is  order i s  not unusual, any ac tua l surplus being normolly re a d ily  absorbed by 

p u lp m ills .

Panel Products 

Plywood

(a )  S ituation  in  1965

50. Follow ing an increase o f  5% in  production o f plywood in  Eiirope (in c lu d in g  the 

USSR) in  1964, the rate  o f growth in  production is  estimated to increase to about 7% in  

1965 to reach 5.43 m illio n  Production in  the USSR alone is  estimated to r is e  by

230,000 m^, or 13г%> over the 1964 f ig u re . A l l  the lead ing western European countries  

and Romania expect to share in  the growth in  1965.



51. Exports o f pljrwood from Europe (in c lud ing the USSR) were 18% higher in 1964 than

in  1963, but in  1965 the rate o f increase i s  expected to slow down to 6% over the previous  

year to reach a to ta l o f 1.06 m illion  m . Most o f the 58,000 m3 increase i s  due to the 

expanding exports from Finland and Western Germany. European imports, which rose by 21% 

between 1963 and 1964, are estimated to r is e  to 1.27 m illio n  m^, or by ju s t  under 1% in  

1965 as compared to 1964. Apparent consumption o f plywood in  Europe (in c lu d in g  the USSR) 

i s  estimated to increase by 6% in  1965 oyer 1964 to reach 5.65 m illio n  m^.

(b )  Outlook fo r  1966

52. No great changes are foreseen fo r  1966. Production in  Europe (in c lud ing  the USSR) 

i s  estim ated to increase by between 4% and 5% to 5.68 m illio n  import requirements by 

1% to 1.29 m illio n  m3, and exports by 3% to 1.10 m illio n  m3.

P a r t ic le  board

(a )  S ituation  in  1965

53. Europe 's p a r t ic le  board production (in c lud ing  the USSR) rose by nearly  580,000 tons 

between 1963 and 1964, which represents an increase o f 21%. Total production in  1965 is  

estimated to reach 4.27 m illio n  tons or as much as 27% h igher than in  1964; Western  

Germany, Europe 's la rg e s t  producer, i s  expected to contribute a th ird  o f the increased  

volume o f  output -  representing a 35% r is e  -  and the USSR approximately a quarter, a 

r is e  o f 76% over 1964.

54. Exports in  1964 reached about 400,000 tons, and in  1965 i t  is  estimated that European 

exports o f p a r t ic le  hoard w i l l  increase by as much as 20% over that fig u re  to reach

481.000 tons. To a la rge  extent th is  w i l l  be due to g re a t ly  expanded exports by I t a ly ,  

Poland and the USSR. The r is in g  trend o f imports up to 1964, when they to ta lle d

365.000 tons, i s  estimated to continue in  1965, and European imports (in c lud in g  the 

USSR) are l ik e ly  to be 11% over that f ig u re , that is  to say 404,000 tons. Western Germany 

w i l l  account fo r  a la rge  part o f the estimated increase . The appreciably  slower growth

o f import requirements compared w ith  export a v a i la b i l i t i e s  may be explained by the 

continued existence o f excess capacity  in  several countries.

55. The rapid  rate o f expansion o f  European (in c lud in g  the USSR's) consumption o f  

p a r t ic le  board is  estimated to continue throughout 1965 to reach 4.12 m illio n  tons; in  

fa c t  the rate o f growth is  an tic ipated  to grow somewhat fa s te r  in  1965 than in  1964,

( b )  Outlook fo r  1966

56. The strong ly  r is in g  trend in  European production o f p a r t ic le  board i s  l ik e ly  to go 

on into 1966, and production in  Europe (in c lud ing the USSR) i s  expected to reach 4.85 

m illio n  tons. A l l  exporting countries foresee a growth in  trade . Export a v a i la b i l i t i e s  

are expected to r is e  a t  approxim ately the same rate as production (14%) although European 

import requirements in  1966 as compared to 1965 are estimated to r is e  by only 4%.



Fibreboard

(a )  S ituation  in  1965

57. The rate o f expansion o f European output o f fit rebo a rd  in  1964 was in  the order o f 

10% over 1963, but th is  high rate i s  expected to slow down s l ig h t ly  in  1965 to about 8% 

over the previous year to reach a to ta l o f 3.09 m illion  tons (in c lud in g  production in  the 

USSR). Output in  Sweden, the la rg e s t  producer, is  estimated to increase hard ly  at a l l .  

S izeab le  increases are an tic ipated  only in  the USSR (34%) and Poland (24%)j the la t t e r  

increase i s  expected to consist almost e n t ire ly  o f compressed fib reboard .

58. Europe 's (in c lu d in g  the USSR's) exports o f fib reboard  increased between 1963 and 1964 

by YZ’/o. In  1965, exports are expected to show a decrease o f 2%, very la rg e ly  because o f  

lower exports from Sweden, r e f le c t in g  weaker import demand in  the United Kingdom. This means 

that exports are expected to to ta l only 963,000 tons, compared w ith 983,000 tons in 1964.

59. This decrease in  exports i s  matched by an estimated 2% decrease in  import requirements 

in  1965 compared to 1964. The 1965 estim ates, which foresee a to ta l import into Europe ' 

(in c lu d in g  the USSR) o f 779,000 tons, are mainly influenced by the lower figu re  antic ipated  

by the United Kingdom.

60. Apparent consumption is  expected to rise, between 196-;. and 1965 at a rate which is  only  

a l i t t l e  h igher than that o f xjroduction that is  to say, by 9% to approximately 2,90 

m illio n  tons,

(b )  Outlook fo r  1966

61. Follow ing the s l ig h t ly  lower volvime o f trade foreseen fo r  1965 compared to 1964, the 

Committee forecasted  a r is e  fo r  both imports and exports in  1966 o f between 6% and 7% to 

reach 823,000 tons and 1.03 m illio n  tons resp ec tive ly . Production, a ls o , i s  estimated to 

r is e  by 7% to 3.31 m illio n  tons.

P r i ces f or panel products

62. No very c lea r  p ictu re  emerges from av a ila b le  1965 f ig u re s  o f the trends in  p rice s  

fo r  panel products as a whole. For plywood and fib rebo ard , there has been a gen era lly  

r is in g  tendency in  most European countries. In Western Gennany, however, fe a rs  were 

expressed that severe competition might cause p rices  fo r  fib reboard  to weaken. There 

was, on the whole, l i t t l e  change in  p a r t ic le  board p r ice s  compared to la s t  y ear. Some 

countries noted somewhat lower p r ice  le v e ls ,  but in  V/estern Germany the drop in  p rice  over 

recent years appeared to have been checked.



Timber B u lle t in  fo r  Europe (Item 6 (a ) o f  the Agenda)

63. On the b as is  o f  document TIM/Working Paper No. 90 the Committee considered the 

p o ss ib le  changes to be made in  the contents o f the Timber B u lle t in  fo r  Europe and 

the improvements in  i t s  to p ic a lity . I t  approved the arrangements already made and 

proposed by the S ec re ta ria t , tak ing into account the fin a n c ia l lim itations,hand  

supported the S e c re ta r ia t 's  in ten tion  to change over to more economic pub lish ing  

procedures, fo r  example, o f fs e t  processing.

Study on the consumption o f t ro p ic a l hardwoods in  Europe; P rogress Report 
(Item  6 (b ) o f the Agenda)

64. On the b a s is  o f document TIM/Working Paper No. 91, the Committee considered the 

progress made so fa r  by the S ec re ta ria t  on i t s  study on the consumption o f t ro p ic a l  

hardwoods in  Europe. I t  recognized the great importance o f th is  study, both fo r  

Europe and fo r  developing countries, and commended the general approach adopted by 

the S ec re ta r ia t . While the present study was included in  the Committee's long-term  

programme as an ad hoc p ro je c t , the Committee stressed  the importance o f continuing 

to review the question o f t ro p ic a l hardwood consumption in  Europe, a fte r  the study 

had been completed. I t  also noted v/ith p leasure  the in te re st  shown in  the study by 

the UN Centre fo r  In d u str ia l Development, which, i t  was understood, might make an 

active contribution  to the deepening o f the scope o f the study.

65. The Committee recognized that the S ec re ta ria t  was not always able e a s i ly  to 

obtain  data on consumption, although trade s t a t is t ic s  were re a d ily  a v a ila b le . I t  

there fore recommended that the S ec re ta ria t  should in v ite  certa in  countries to undertake 

spec ia l enqu iries which would g re a t ly  help in  determining the pattern  and trends o f  

consumption and end-uses. In add ition , the reasons fo r  the d iffe re n t  app lications

o f the various species and groups o f species should receive d e ta iled  study, one o f  

the e f fe c ts  o f which n ight be to a s s is t  in  broadening the trade in  t ro p ic a l hardwoods 

through the increased u t i l iz a t io n  o f  lesser-known species.

Joint FAO/ECE Working Party  on Forest and Forest Products S ta t is t ic s  (Item 7 o f  
the Agenda)

66. The Timber Committee considered the report o f the f i f t h  session  o f the Joint 

PaO/ECE Working iParty on Forest and Forest Products S ta t is t ic s  (FA0/1ECE/STATS/60) 

held  in  January 1965, and expressed appreciation  fo r  the va luab le  work undertaken 

by the Working Party ,



67. The Committee agreed on the long-term  programme drawn up by the Yiorking Party

at the Committee's request and expressed th e ir  s a t is fa c t io n  in. the continuing........

co -ord ination  o f the Working P a rty 's  a c t iv it ie s  w ith the work o f  the Conference o f  

European S ta t is t ic ia n s ; i t  expresssed the hope that the co-operation  with the 

Internationa,! Trade S ta t is t ic s  Centre might lead to a decrease in  the workload o f  

the national s t a t is t ic a l  o f f ic e s ,  by reducing the number o f questionnaires sent 

out without im pairing the amount o f inform ation necessary fo r  the programme in  

accordance with the Committee's tim etable.

68. The Committee noted w ith s a t is fa c t io n  the progress accomplished in  the f i e ld  

o f conversion fa c to rs  and agreed that a further enquiry was necessary to e s tab lish  

the roundwood requirements, based on the newly defined concept contained in  the 

Working P a r ty 's  report, fo r  panels, pulp and pulp products.

69. The Committee also  considered the work carried  out in  the f i e ld  o f  cap ita l 

fom atio n ; i t  agreed that a group o f experts be convened to continue th is  enquiry  

in  co -operation  with lUFRO and in  co-ord ination  with the a c t iv it ie s  o f  the 

Conference o f European S ta t is t ic ia n s  in  th is  f ie ld .

70 . The Committee expressed appreciation  fo r  the study presented by Canada en t it le d : 

"app ra is in g  F ire  Damages in  Mature Forest Stands", and welcomed the proposal o f  

Canada to make av a ila b le  at the next session  a subsequent study en t it le d : "Economics 

and Forest F ire  C ontro l",

71. The Committee considered the Working P a r t y 's  recommendation with regard to the 

important f i e ld  o f  economic in d ica to rs  covering production, trade and p rice  ind ices  

and p rice  s t a t is t ic s ,  and appreciated the emphasis la id  on the necessity  o f improving 

the a v a i la b i l i t y  o f  inform ation on ex is t in g  p rice  se r ie s  and th e ir  in tern ation a l 

conqjarability . I t  agreed that an enquiry be undertaken to achieve fu rther progress  

in  th is  f i e ld .

72 . The Committee examined c a re fu lly  the work undertaken by the Working Party on the 

d e fin it io n  and c la s s i f ic a t io n  o f "pulpwood". Several countries drew attention  to the 

growing in con sistenc ies  in  the in te rn ation a l trade s t a t is t ic s  on pulpwood, po in ting  

out the need fo r  immediate improvement o f these data. The Committee expressed f u l l  

agreement on the new d e fin it io n  fo r  "pulpwood", "wood residue" and "woodchips and wood 

p a r t ic le s " .  I t  agreed en t ire ly  w ith the recommendation o f the Vforking Party  

concerning the c la s s i f ic a t io n  in  in tern ation a l trade s t a t is t ic s  o f "pulpwood in  the 

round or s p l i t  form", "wood re s id u es", and "wood chips and p a r t ic le s "  as three sub­

groups o f "pulpwood" and recommended that appropriate action be taken at the nationa l 

and in tern ation a l le v e l to re -e s ta b lis h  com parability in  th is  f i e ld  on the b a s is  o f  

the proposa ls  o f  the Working Party .



73.' The. Committee noted with sa t is fa c t io n  that a study was being undertalten by 

the ILO, in  co -operation  w ith the S ec re ta ria t , in  the f i e ld  o f labour s ta t is t ic s ,  

which are o f great importance in  eva luating the s itu ation  o f labour, inc luding i t s  

soc ia l and economic aspects, with regard to  the fo re s t  economy as a whole.

74, The Committee took note o f the re su lts  o f the enquiry undertaken-on the s t a t is t ic s  

o f the u t i l iz a t io n  o f  roundwood, and agreed with the proposal o f  the Working Party  

that such enqu iries might be incorporated in to , or co-ordinated with national 

in d u s tr ia l censuses and enqu iries , and that 1968 be set as a ta rge t year fo r  countries  

to obtain  at le a s t  i n i t i a l  se r ie s  o f s t a t is t ic s  on the u t i l iz a t io n  o f wood raw 

m ateria ls .

75, The Committee agreed with the Working P a rty ’ s recommendation that i t s  next 

session  be convened in  March 1966 and that th is  meeting be p rim arily  devoted to a 

consideration  o f  the 1968 World Forest Inventory.

Follow-up action to the Colloquium on the economic aspects o f the production and 
u t i l iz a t io n  o f  fib reboard  and p a r t ic le  board (Item  8 (a ) o f  the Agenda)

76, The Committee considered the re su lts  o f  i t s  p roposa ls  made at the twenty-second 

session  concerning fo llow -up  action to the Colloquium on the economic aspects o f  

the production and u t i l iz a t io n  o f fib reboard  and p a r t ic le  board, on the b as is  o f 

TIM/Working Paper No. 90. I t  exaanined the l i s t s  o f pu b lica tion s  on board products  

contained in  the annexes and addenda to TIM/Working Paper No. 86. The Committee 

agreed that the l i s t s  should be published  as a supplement to the Timber B u lle t in  

fo r  Europe, but, bearing in  mind the lim ited  resources o f  the S ec re ta ria t , i t  

considered that only minor changes or additions should be made before pu b lica tion .

77. The Committee noted the re su lts  o f an enquiry into the a v a i la b i l i t y  o f end-use 

s t a t is t ic s  o f  fib reboard  and p a r t ic le  board (TIM/Working Paper No, 93 ), Most 

countries that answered the enquiry were able to provide some end-use data, although  

seldom exactly  in  the groupings given in  the questionnaire c ircu la ted  by the 

S ec re ta r ia t , Nevertheless, the Committee f e l t  that the questionnaire in  i t s  present 

form adequately served the purpose fo r  which i t  was designed.

78. I t  requested the S ec re ta ria t  to pub lish  the data obtained from the enquiry as a 

supplement to the Timber B u lle t in  fo r  Europe, a fte r  having included whatever ad d itiona l 

data might be a v a ila b le . As annual end-use data were found not to be genera lly  

a v a ila b le , i t  suggested that enqu iries  on end-uses should be repeated every three

to four years and that, in  view o f  the value o f inform ation o f th is  type, countries  

might imdertake spec ia l in vestiga tion s  i f  the data were not otherwise obta inab le .



79. The Committee took note o f the outcome o f the t ra in in g  coursé on the app lication  

and uses o f fib rèb o a rd , held in  Vienna in  March 1965. I t  expressed i t s  deep 

ap p rec ia tion .o f the exce llen t organ ization  o f the course by the Austrian au thoritie s  

and, in  view o f the u se fu l opportun ities fo r  the in tern ation a l exchange o f technical 

inform ation affo rded  Ьз̂  such courses, recommended that s im ila r ones should be held

at regu la r  in te rv a ls . Regarding the p rov is ion  made in  the long-term  programme fo r  

a t ra in in g  course on the app lication  and uses o f p a r t ic le  board, scheduled fo r  

1966/67, the Committee was informed by the delegate from the Federal Republic o f  

Germany that h is country would examine the p o s s ib i l i t y  o f undertaking the organ ization  

o f th is  course. ’ • '

80. The Committee noted that, as^was agreed at i t s  twenty-second session , a survey 

o f  production capacity in , and raw m ateria l consumption by, the fib rebd ard  and 

p a r t ic le  board industries, sheuld__be ,.ujidert.aJsen :by...the S e c re ta r ia t  ,;duriiig-.J966. and - 

that the re su lts  would be submitted to it s  twenty-fouftK  session.’ '  ..... -  ; - * •

81. The Ccmmittee considered the question o f holding a second colloquium on fib reboard  

and p a r t ic le  board, a decision  deferred  from i t s  tw e n ty -fir s t  session . I t  agreed 

that a second colloquium should be held, and that the most su itab le  time would be 

towards the end o f 1967 or in  the f i r s t  h a lf  o f 1968. In view o f the importance o f 

trea t in g  the panel products sector as an en tity , the Committee decided that the scope 

o f the colloquium should be extended to include also  plywdod and veneers. I t  

considered that the re v is io n  o f the 1961 study on production , trade and consumption

o f fib reboard  and p a rt ic le  board in  Europe, scheduled in  the Committee's long-term  

programme fo r  1966/67, would be a u se fu l background document fo r  the colloquium.

The scope o f th is  study should a lso  be extended to cover a l l  panel products. The 

Committee requested the S ec re ta ria t  to prepare a d ra ft  ou tlin e  o f the colloquium to 

be approved by i t s  next session .

82. The question o f p a rt ic ip a t io n  in  the tra in in g  courses, co llo qu ia  and other 

meetings arranged by the Timber Committee was also  considered. The Committee 

in v ited  the Executive Secretary o f  ECE and the D irector-G enera l o f FaO to investigate  

how best i t  could be arranged that experts' from other reg ions, including those with  

UN and FAO Fellowships in  Europe, might be able to p a rt ic ip a te , i f  they so wished,

in  these a c t iv it ie s .  I t  recognized the service that the Committee could p loy  in  

helping experts from the developing countries to enjoy the ben e fits  o f p a rt ic ip a t io n  

in  sucfi meetings, p a r t ic u la r ly  since th is  course o f  action  was recommended at the 

twentieth session  o f the ECE.



Report on the symposium on the economic aspects o f, and p rodu ctiv ity  in , the sawm illing  
industry  (Item 8 (b ) of the Agenda)

83. The Committee expressed i t s  s a t is fa c t io n  with the report of the symposium on the  

economic aspects o f, and p rodu ctiv ity  in, the sawm illing industry  (TIM/SAW/35 and 

TIM/VYorking Paper No. 94 ), It  considered that the Symposium had achieved most u se fu l 

re s u lt s .

84. The Committee gave ca re fu l consideration  to  the Symposium's recommendations fo r  

d e s ira b le  fu ture action  by the Committee in  conjunction, where appropriate, w ith other 

in tern ation a l bodies. Noting that i t  is  sometimes d i f f i c u l t  fo r  research in s t itu te s  

to  fin d  out from published programmes which in s t itu te s  are making a major e f fo r t  in  a 

p a rt ic u la r  f i e ld ,  the Committee recommended that the Secre taria t  should ask coim tries  

p a rt ic ip a t in g  in  i t s  work ( i )  to  submit a l i s t  of in s t itu te s  which are undertaking or 

intend to  undertake a major programme of work in  the f i e ld s  mentioned in  TIM/^orking 

Paper No. 94, p a r t ic u la r ly  in  paragraphs 1, 2 and 4; and ( i i )  to  give fo r  each in s t itu te  

d e ta i ls  of the relevant a c t iv it ie s  being undertaken or planned to  be undertaken in  the 

near fu tu re . In s t itu te s  should ind icate whether they are w i l l in g  to  engage in an 

exchange of inform ation with other in s t itu te s  in  a p a rt ic u la r  f i e ld  or f i e ld s .  The 

Committee requested the S ecre tariat to  c ircu la te  the inform ation received to  countries  

p a rt ic ip a t in g  in  i t s  work. Follow -up action  could then be taken by in d iv idua l 

in s t itu te s  contacting other in s t itu te s  d ire c t .

85. Several de legations expressed th e ir  w illin gn e ss  to  co lla bo ra te  in  studying the 

p o s s ib i l i t i e s  of introducing a skeleton outline  o f sawlog grading at the all-European  

le v e l .  The delegate of F in land agreed to  inform the Secre taria t whether h is  country  

would be in  a p o sit ion  to co -ord inate a c t iv it ie s  in  th is  f i e ld .

86. The importance was stressed  of the investiga tion s  being ca rried  out in a number 

of countries into methods of ra is in g  the e f f ic ie n c y  o f the transport o f savmwood by 

means o f packaging and the reduction in the number of dimensions. The Conmittee 

requested the Secre taria t  to  in v ite  countries to  make a v a ila b le  the re su lts  of such 

in vestiga tion s  to  the S ec re taria t fo r  c ircu la t io n  to  countries p a rt ic ip a t in g  in  it s  

work.



87. In view  of the important ro le  of education and t ra in in g  in ra is in g  p roductiv ity  in

the sawmilling- industry , the .Committea requested the. S ecre taria t to  tny lte  countries to

submit statements d e ta ilin g  the f a c i l i t i e s  that ex ist to  provide tra in in g  fo r  sawmilling

personnel at a l l  le v e ls ,  and to  state whether these f a c i l i t i e s  are a v a ila b le  to  poten tia l

tra in ees  from outside th e ir  own country. The re su lts  o f th is  enquiry should be
\

submitted to  the next session  of the Committee.

Preparations fo r  the Symposixim on in tegration  in the wood-processing indu stries  
(Item  8 (c )  of the Agenda,)

88. On the basis' of TIM/Working Paper No. 95, the Committee reviewed the preparations  

being made fo r  the Symposium on the economic aspects of in teg ration  in  the wood-^processing 

in d u str ie s . Folloviing a proposal made by the S ec re ta ria t , the Committee agreed that 

the Symposiim should be held at the beginning of 1967. I t  asked the Secre taria t to  

in v ite  countries to  forward by 28 February 1966 any fu rth e r suggestions fo r  the agenda

of the programme w ithin the scope of the outline proposed at the Preparatory  Meeting of 

Experts, and contained in  Annex I  to  TIM/Working Paper No, 95. The Committee noted

that severa l countries had a lready  made firm  o ffe r s  to  contribute papers to  the Symposium, 

but inv ited  countries that had not already  done so to  send to  the S ec re ta ria t , by the 

above date, proposals fo r  papers to  be presented at the Symposium, which would be 

considered by the o ffic e -h o ld e rs  in  A p r il 1966 with a view  to  drawing up the P rov is iona l 

Agenda,

89. The Committee stressed  the importance of an approach to  the Symposium that would 

ensure that i t s  papers and d iscussions would be of value to  a l l  sectors of the fo rest  

and wood-processing in d u strie s  both in Europe and in other reg ions. For example, one 

of the themes of the Syirq>03ium might be an enquiry into the o r ig in a l m otivations fo r ,  

and actua l outcome o f, Q.pplications of the theory of in teg ra tion .

World Fo restry  Congress 1966 (item  9 o f the Agenda)

90. The Committee was addressed by the de legation  from Spain and the Depüty^Director 

of the Forestry  and Forest Products D iv is ion , FAO, concerning the organ ization  and aims 

of the World Forestry  Congress to  be held in  Madrid from 6 to  18 June 1966,

91. The Committee f e l t  that i t  would be u se fu l fo r  i t s  members to  bring to  the 

attention  o f the timber trade and in du stries  in th e ir  respective  countries the scope 

and aims of the Congress,



Exchange of s c ie n t if ic  and techn ica l experience: Study toiirs in  the f i e ld s  of the
tim ber trade and wood-processing industries  (item 10 o f the Agenda)

92. The Committee heard a report from Mr. Eckmüllner (A u str ia ) on the study tour held  

in  Romania from 2 to  9 September 1965. The tour was attended by about 40 p a rtic ip an ts  

from 12 countries, as w e ll as experts from the host coimtry and a representative  of

the S ec re ta r ia t . Included in  the programme were v i s i t s  to  fo re s t  operations and

wood-processing in d u strie s , in  p a rt ic u la r  to  a nvunber of large.m odern wood-processing

combinats,

93. The Committee expressed i t s  deep gratitude  to  the Government o f Romania and the 

organ izers of the tou r, in  p a rt ic u la r  to  Mr. Dumitrescu, fo r  the in te re st in g  and u se fu l 

programme and fo r  the excellen t organ ization  which had contributed so much to the 

t o u r 's  success.

94. With regard to  the pro jected  study tour fo r  1966, the Committee welcomed the o ffe r  

by the de legate from Finland that i t  would be p o ss ib le  to  organ ize a tour in that 

country. The Committee requested the Finnish de legation  to prepare the outline o f the 

study tour and to  forward i t  in  due time fo r  i t s  c ircu la t io n  to  countries p a rt ic ip a t in g

in  the work of the ECE, I t  was agreed that the tour in  Yugoslavia, which was o r ig in a lly  

planned fo r  1966, should be postponed to  1967.

Specia l le c tu re  (item  11 of the Agenda)

95. In accordance with the decision  taken at the twenty-second session to  devote one 

h a lf-d ay  to  the presentation  o f a s p é c if ié  paper (TIM/Working Paper No. 96 ), the 

Committee was addressed by two speakers on the subject of Transport and Handling -  

Forest to  Consumer -  the subject favoured by the m ajority  of countries a ft e r  an enquiry  

made by the S ec re ta ria t . The Committee was addressed f i r s t l y  by Mr, Ü. Sundberg 

(Sweden) on the subject of Transport and Handling -  Forest to  M ill ,  and the second 

speaker was Mr. F . Palmer (United Kingdom) who dea lt w ith the question of Transport and 

Handling -  M ill  to  Consumer. The papers stim ulated l i v e ly  d iscussion  and evoked the 

warm appreciation  o f the Committee. The Committee requested the Secre taria t  to  pub lish  

them in  a supplement to  the Timber B u lle t in  fo r  Europe.

96# The Committee noted that the Inland Transport Committee of the ECE was a lso  

studying problems of transport and handling, and that there was f u l l  c o lla bo ra tio n  

between the S ec re ta ria ts  of the two Committees.



97. The Committee agreed that the arrangement whereby one h a lf-d a y  during i t s  session  

was reserved fo r  a spec ia l lectu i’e should be continued at the- tw enty-fourth  session in  

1966j and that the next subject sËould be The L̂ sè of Forest Products in  B u ild in g . It  

requested the Secretariat to in v ite  on i t s  behalf a su itab le  expert to  speak on th is  

sub ject, or on the next subject l is t e d  in  TIM/Working Paper No. 96 i f  any d i f f i c u lt i e s  

should a r is e .

Other Business (item  12 of the Agenda)

The Joint PAO/ECE/ILO Committee on Forest Working Techniques and T ra in in g  of Forest 
Workers

98. The Committee was informed of the a c t iv it ie s  of the Joint Committee in  the past year, 

in  p a rt ic u la r  the merging of two of the study groups into  one group on the Mechanization 

o f Forest Work. The s ixth  session  of the Joint Committee w i l l  be held in  Sweden in  

September 1966.

99. The Committee heard a report on the Syiiçosiiim on 2viechanical Barking o f Timber held  

in  H e ls ink i from 27 September to  2 October 1965. It  noted that a f u l l e r  report would 

be given at i t s  tw enty-fourth  session . The Committee expressed i t s  g ra titu d e .to  the 

Government of Fin land fo r  the excellen t organ ization  o f the Symposium.

Timber Trends in the United States ■

100. Mr. Josephson (United States o f America) presented to  the Committee a résumé, with  

s lid e s , of the main aspects of the Study, Timber Trends in  the United States, prepared by 

the Forest Service of the United States Department of A g r icu ltu re . Th is was warmly 

welcomed by the Committee. A summary o f Mr, Joeephson's statement w i l l  be published as 

a supplement to  the Timber B u lle t in  fo r  Europe, in  conjunction with the two papers 

presented under item 11,

Programme of Work fo r  1966 (Item 13 of the Agenda)

101. The Committee confirmed that part of i t s  long-term  programme of work re la t in g  to  

1965/66,- modified to  take account of decisions on fu ture a c t iv it ie s  taken during the  

present session .

Date of next session  (item  14 of the Agenda)

102. The Committee requested the S ec re taria t  to  reserve, i f  pQ sqib le , 10 to 14 October 

1966 fo r  i t s  next session .

Filjns , , ,

103- The Committee thanked the delegation of СапаЛа fo r  providing-two film s-- "By the 

hand of man" and "More homes for more people", which were shown during the session.
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AMnIEX II

PROGRAà>ÎME OF WORK OF THE TIMBER С0Ш1ТТЕЕ FOR 1965/1966

10. -  TB/IBER '■ ......................

Note; The work programme of the ECE in  the f i e ld  o f timber i s  developed  

and ca rried  out jo in t ly  with the FAO, the la t t e r  organ ization  provid ing the 

p ro fess iona l s t a f f  engaged in  the ivork. Below are l i s t e d  the p ro je c ts , 

prim arily  the re sp o n s ib ility  o f the ECE Timber Committee, to be undertaken 

during the period  1965/1966, in  implementation o f i t s  long-term  programme 

o f work, adopted at i t s  tw en ty -firs t  session . In add ition  to the annual 

session  o f the Timber Committee, Jo int FAO/ECE/ILO and FAO/ECE bodies w i l l  

deal with the p ro jec ts  where appropriate . (The jo in t  p ro jec ts  fo r  which 

FAO and ILO are p rim arily  responsib le  do not figu re  in  th is  l i s t . )

10.1 P r io r ity  p ro jec ts  o f a continuing nature

10.1.1 Review o f timber market fo r Europe inc lud ing timber s ta t is t ic s

Authority: Timber Committee (E/ECE/TIM/69, paras. 51 and 52j Е/ЕСЕ/ТШ/72

paras. 47 and 48. Terms o f Reference; E/ECE/291, Appendix 13, pa.ge 1 1 ).

D escrip tion : The Timber Committee reviews annually the s itu a tio n  fo r sawn

softwood, sawn hardwood and hardwood lo gs  (in c lu d in g  t r o p ic a l ) ,  pulpwood, 

pitprops and panel products. In add ition , the S ec re ta ria t  publishes quarte rly  

market reviews covering sawn softwood, hardw'oods, pulpwood, p itprops and 

panel products, together with s t a t is t ic s  r e la t in g  to production and trade in  

the main fo re s t  products in  Europe and North America, and p rice  se rie s  supple­

mented by graphs, comparisons o f timber p r ice s  and those o f a lte rn ative  

m ateria ls , and re levan t economic in d ica to rs . Market reports are a lso  compiled 

and published p e r io d ic a lly  fo r  many o f the p rin c ip a l importing and exporting  

countries of Europe; these reports are based on inform ation co llected  from 

o f f i c ia l  and other sources and p u b lica t io n s , which is  analysed by the ECE 

S ec re ta ria t .

10.1.2  Technical co -operation  and contacts

Authority ; Timber Committee (Е/ЕСЕ/ТШ/66, p a ra .68; E/ECS/TIM/69, p a ra .75; 

Е/ЕСЕ/ТШ/72, paras.68 -71 ; E/ECE/TIM/75, p a ra .30 ).

D escrip tion ; The Committee promotes study tours, t ra in in g  courses and 

v is i t s  by s p e c ia lis t s  to the fo re st  products industries  o f member countries  

w ithin  the framework o f a long-term  programme o f work. Personal contacts 

and p a rt ic ip a t io n  in  technical meetings are encouraged as means toward 

so lu tion  o f techn ical problems in the fo re s t  and fo re s t  products in d u str ie s .



10.1.3 Increased e ffic ie n cy  in ..fo rest -operations

A uthority: Timber Committee (E/SCE/TIM/46, Annex I I I ,  section  VI;

E/SCE/TIM/69, p a ra s .54-60; E/ECE/TBí/72, paras.49 -54 ; E/ECE/TIM/75, 

p a ra s .10-13; E/ECE/TBI/78, p a ra s .90-95).

D escrip tion : This p ro jec t aims at increasing  e ffic ie n c y  in  fo rest  operations

by improving methods o f work, by mechanization o f f r r e s t  work and by better  

t ra in in g  o f fo re s t  workers and prevention o f accidents; This p ro jec t is  

d ea lt  with by the Joint FAO/ECS/ILO Committee on Forest Working Techniques 

and Train ing o f Forest Workers by means o f study groups, symposia and 

t ra in in g  courses sind w ith the co llabo ra tion  o f experts. The Joint 

Committee w i l l  hold i t s  sixth  session in  September 1966.

10 .1 .4  European fo rest and fo re s t  products s ta t is t ic s

Authority: Timber Committee (E/ECS/TIM/75, p a ra s .14-18; E/ECE/TIM/80,

p a ra s .66-75).

D escrip tion : This p ro jec t  aims to deal with various s t a t is t ic a l  problems

at the European le v e l a r is in g  from the work o f the Timber Committee and the 

European Forestry  Commission o f FAO, a.s w e ll as the Conference o f European 

S ta t is t ic ia n s . These problems are examined by the Joint Working Party  on 

Forest and Forest Products S ta t is t ic s ,  which w i l l  hold  i t s  s ix th  session  in  

March 1966.

10.1.5 Studies on p rod u ctiv ity  problems in  the wood processing industries  

A uthority ; Timber Committee, (Е/ЕСЕ/ТШ/69, p a ra s .44-47; E/ECE/TIM/72, 

p a ra s .59-61; Е/ЕСЕ/ТШ/75, p a ra .29; E/ECE/TIM/80, p a ra s .83-87 and 88-89 ). 

D escrip tion ; F o llo w ^ p  action  to the symposium on the economic aspects o f, 

and p roductiv ity  in , the sawm illing industry w i l l  be in it ia te d  through 

enqu iries into  the a c t iv it ie s  in  countries p a rt ic ip a t in g  in  i t s  work in  the 

f ie ld s  o f sawdust and bark , sawlog grad ing, packaging and handling o f  

sawnwood and f a c i l i t i e s  fo r education and t r a in in g 'o f  sawm illing personnel. 

Preparations w i l l  continue fo r the symposium oh in teg ra tion  in  the wood- 

processing in d u str ie s , scheduled fo r 1965/66 in  the Coimnittee's long-term  

programme o f work adopted at i t s  tw e n ty -fir s t  session , but now scheduled fo r  

ea rly  1967.



10.2 P r io r ity  -projects o f an ad hoc nature

10.2.1 Study on consumption o f t ro p ic a l hardwoods in  Europe 

Authority : (Е/ЕСЕ/ТШ/75, p a ra .99; E/ECE/TIM/80, p a ra .6 4 ).

D escrip tion : This study, undertaken in  accordance w ith the Committee's

long-term  programme o f work is  now- scheduled to be completed in  the course  

o f 1966.

10.2.2 Economic aspects o f the fib reboard  and p a rt ic le  board industries  

A uthority : Timber Conmiittee (Е/ЕСЕ/ТШ/75, p a ra s .22-28; E/ECE/TIM/80,

p a ra s .76 and 80 ).

D escrip tion : The S ec re ta ria t  w i l l  pub lish  b ib lio g rap h ie s  o f documentation

on the economic and technical aspects o f fib reboard  and p a r t ic le  board, 

submitted by members p a rt ic ip a t in g  in  the work o f the ECE. A survey w i l l  

be undertaken o f production capacity o f, and raw m ateria l consumption by, 

the fib reboard  and p a r t ic le  board in d u strie s .


