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Note by the secretari at

Thi s docunent presents the activities of the FAQ ECE Team of Public
Rel ations Specialists in the Forest and Forest Industries Sector.
The Conmittee is invited to review these activities. No decisions
are necessary as the Teanis mandate runs through Septenber 2000.

In summary, the Team published “The conpetitive climte for wood
products and paper packaging: factors causing substitution wth

enphasi s on environmental pronmotions.” Their My 1999 neeting in
Estonia focussed on PR capacity building in central and eastern
Eur opean countries. The Team has a website wunder the Tinber
Conmittee site and continues to expand its network. It is planning

an International Forestry Comunicati ons Forum 2000 and a series of
Eur opean Forest Academ es for Decision Mkers, both which wll
provide international opportunities to pronote wood as a renewable
and environnmentally friendly material.

GE. 99- (E)

1. Following the extension of its mandate by the Tinber Committee and the
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Eur opean Forestry Conm ssion, the FAQ ECE Team of Public Rel ations Specialists
in the Forest and Forest Industries Sector(leader M. Ingwald Gschwandtl,
Austria) nmet in Sagadi, Estonia in My 1999(report available on the Tinber
Conmittee website (www. unece.org/trade/tinmber/pr/meetings, or from the
secretariat) and discussed the follow ng topics:

. the increasi ng demands placed on the forest and forest industries sector by
markets, authorities, forest owners and environnmental non-governnenta
or gani zati ons;

. strategi c approaches to professional conmunications in forestry;
. PR activities with potential for international interactions and cooperation

. PR activities in countries and institutions with special enphasis on centra
and eastern European countries;

. I nternational Forestry Conmunications Forum 2000;

. strategies to stimulate and pronote the sound use of renewable forest
products;

. PR aspects of tinmber and forest certification
. the role of wood and forests in carbon sequestration

. future work.

2. As regards future work, the Team established two new subgroups to conduct
wor k on:

. capacity building of public relations capabilities in the forest and forest
i ndustries sector in central and eastern European countries;

. a series of European Forest Academ es for Decision Mkers.

3. The Team has published “The conpetitive climate for wood products and paper
packagi ng: the factors causing substitution with enphasis on environmental
pronotions.” In response to the Tinmber Conmittee s request, a Geneva Tinber and
Forest Discussion Paper has been issued (ECE/ TIMDP/ 16)w th an expanded executive
summary of the report (available from the secretariat and from the Tinber
Committee website). The report will be a central focus of the International
Forestry Conmuni cati ons Forum 2000.

4. The Forum Subgroup is organizing the International Forestry Communications
Forum 2000 to be held in Québec, Canada in March 2000. Further details of the
plans will be presented at the Session. Part of the Forumw || be devoted to
addressi ng the pronmotion of the sound use of wood and ot her forest products as
environnental ly friendly and renewabl e resources.
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As regards other areas of the Tean s nmandate:

the Team now has a website within the Tinber Cormmittee site which presently
i ncludes subdivisions of its mandate, neetings, menbers, publications and
forum

expansion of the international network of PR specialists in the ECE region
now i ncludes 35 countries within the ECE regi on which have participated in
the Teami s activities.

More details will be provided on the above topics at the Session and the

Committee will be invited to review and conment on the teanis activities.



