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Hi ghlights of the fifty-fifth session of the Tinber Commttee

The Conmittee exanined the inplenentation of the ECE Plan of Action
and) agreed to put into practice the Conmission's requests (paras.
7-9);

The Committee reviewed its activities in support of sustainabl e forest
nmanagenent, to which it had attached highest priority. It was also
informed of the state of preparations for the Lisbon Mnisterial
Conference and the results of the first nmeeting of the
I ntergovernmental Forum on Forests (IFF). The Conmittee considered
that work should continue along the lines described in TIM1997/4
(para. 12);

The session's special topic was "Mrkets for certified forest
product s". In the light of the discussion which followed the
Commttee agreed to address certification-linked issues in its
programme of work (para. 10 and 16);

The Conmittee reviewed the preparation for the TBFRA-2000 and urged
countries to provide the information requested and provi de sufficient
political and financial support to their national correspondents to
enabl e themto acconplish their task (paras. 19-22);

The Committee reviewed its activities (paras 13-34) and approved its
programme of work for 1998-2002, the rank ordering of programme
el enents (annex |) and a provisional cal endar of nmeetings (annex I1).
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I nt roducti on

1. The ECE Tinber Conmittee held its fifty-fifth session at Geneva from®6 to
9 Cctober 1997. The session was attended by representatives from Austria,
Bel arus, Bel gium Bulgaria, Canada, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
France, Gernany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Netherlands, Norway,
Pol and, Portugal, Romania, Russian Federation, Slovakia, Sweden, Switzerland,
Turkey, Wkraine, United Kingdomof Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United
States of America.

2. The session was attended by representatives of the European Conmi ssion.
3. The following United Nations and specialized agencies were represented:
Food and Agriculture Organization of the Uinited Nations (FAO; and Wrl d Bank.
4. The follow ng non-governmental organizations were represented: FEuro MF
Board (EMB); FEuropean Federation of Plywood Industries (FEIOQ; Eur opean

Confederation of Agriculture (CEA); European Federation of Fibreboard I ndustries
(FERCPA); European Forest Institute (EFl); European Federation of Associations
of Particle Board Manufacturers (FESYP); French Federation of Softwood I nporters
(FFIBN); French National Tinber Federation (FNB); French Federation of Tropical
and Anerican Hardwoods (FFBTA); QO ganization of European Sawmlling Industries
(CES); Silviculture Union of Southern Europe (USSE); and Wrld Wde Fund for
Nat ure (VWWF).

5. The Committee was addressed by Ms. D. Pastizzi-Ferencic, Deputy Executive
Secretary of ECE on behal f of the Executive Secretary M. Y. Berthelot.

Adoption of the agenda (Item 1 of the agenda)

6. The provisional agenda (ECE TI M 88) was adopt ed.
| npl enentation of ECE Plan of Action (Item2 of the agenda) (TIM 1997/1)

7. Ms. C  Cosgrove-Sacks, Director of the ECE Trade D vision informed the
Commttee of the ECE reformand of the proposals by its office holders at their
neeting in April 1997 for the inplementation of the ECE Plan of Action as far as
the Conmmittee is concerned.

8. The Tinber Commttee took note of the ECE Pl an of Action and agreed to put
into practice the Commission's requests. It endorsed the office holders'
proposal s as set out in docurment TIM1997/1. In particular:

- It confirmed that its two subsidiary bodies, the Joint FAQ ECE Wrking
Party on Forest Economcs and Statistics and the Joint FAQECHILO
Comm ttee on Forest Technol ogy, Managenent and Trai ni ng, should continue
with their present mandates and nethods of work. The Wrking Party has a
continuing role of monitoring provision of infornmation relating to the
forestry, wood-processing and forest products sector and anal ysi ng trends
and devel opments. The Joint Commttee is a flexible and decentralised
framework of activity for voluntary cooperation among countries within the
context of sustainable devel opment of forestry. Its ability to react
qui ckly to new situations has been denonstrated by the foundation of the
team of specialists on socio-economc aspects of forestry, which is
preparing the issues for consideration at the Mnisterial Conference for
the Protection of Forests in Europe to be held in Portugal in 1998;
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- At present the Committee has 11 teans of specialists, with preci se mandates
and time |imted programmes which correspond to the practice encouraged by
the Comm ssion of informal neetings at expert |evel on specific issues.
Thi s work et hod had proved ef fective and econom c of secretariat resources
and shoul d be conti nued;

- The Tinber Commttee bureau, which works very closely with the bureau of
t he FAO Eur opean Comm ssi on, has a satisfactory coverage of all sub-regions
and functions along the lines laid down in the Plan of Action, overseeing
i npl enentati on of the work programme, preparing the sessions and ensuring
there is no duplication with other international organisations;

- The annual Ti nber Commttee session should continue to be limted to three
days, interpreted as six half day sessions over four days, although
exceptions rmay be necessary in the case of future joint sessions with EFC
from1998, it should take place in the |ast week of Septenber;

- The Committee agreed to take into account the four cross sectoral concerns
identified by the Commission: in this context, it noted that the outl ook
for sustainabl e developnent inits area of interest was at the heart of all
its activities, that its programme showed special concern for the econonies
in transition in many areas and that the business community had been
involved inits work fromthe beginning. As a start towards nai nstream ng
of the gender perspective, "wonen in forestry" had been the special topic
of the joint session in 1996.

9. The Committee considered it could strengthen its contribution on two of
ECE s cross-sectoral concerns, the mainstream ng of the gender perspective and
the invol vement of the business community. |t requested its bureau to prepare

proposals for its next session on how this mght be achieved. Wth regard to
gender issues, it noted that the role of wonen was bei ng exam ned by t he team of
speci alists on soci o-econom c aspects, which will develop ideas for activities
by the Commttee.

Special topic: Mrkets for certified forest products (ltem 3 of the
agenda) (TI M 1997/ 2)

10. The Conmittee heard presentations on markets for certified forest products
by an expert panel conposed of Mssrs. E Ranetsteiner, University for
Bodenkul tur, Vienna (Austria), E Hansen, Oregon State University, Corvallis,
Oegon (Wnited States), C Upton, SGS Forestry, xford (United Kingdon) and
C Hliott, Wrld Wde Fund for Nature, dand (Swtzerland). The Committee
t hanked the speakers and agreed to take up the subject again during the
di scussion of its plan of work (see paras. 11 and 16).

Mar ket devel opnents in 1997 and prospects for 1998 (ltem 4 of the agenda)
(TI'M 1997/ 3; ECH TI M BULL/ 50/ 3)

11. The Comm ttee reviewed the forest products markets on t he basis of national
reports and statistics, countries' estimates for 1997 and 1998 and the
secretariat's Forest Products Annual Market Review. It approved a statenent on
the market for imrediate issue as a press release and for later publication.
(Note by the secretariat: The Commttee agreed that in future its market
di scussi on should al so reviewtrends in the markets for certified forest products
on the basis of information provided by delegations on developnments in their
countries, and statenents by experts, see programre elenent 1.5.).
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Sustainable forest nmanagenent in the region: contribution to the Lisbon
M nisterial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe and followup to
IPF (ltem5 of the agenda) (TIM 1997/4)

12. The Committee reviewed its activities in support of sustainable forest
managenent, to which it had attached highest priority. It was also inforned of
the state of preparations for the Lisbon Mnisterial Conference and the results
of the first meeting of the Intergovernmental Forum on Forests (I|FF). The
Committee considered that the activities described were in full conformty with
the directions laid down at the regional |evel by the pan-European process and
at the global level by the IPF, and are an appropriate and useful contribution
by the Conmittee to these processes. Work should therefore continue along the
lines described in TIM1997/4. The Committee considered that the nethods
devel oped t 0 nanage cooper ati on bet ween per manent international organisations and
the nore ad hoc political processes were very appropriate and efficient.

Revi ew of activities since the fifty-fourth session and programe of work for
1998 to 2002 (ltem6 of the agenda)

13. The Conmittee reviewed its activities, on the basis of an overviewin

TI M 1997/ 5, supported by nore detailed infornmation in TIM 1997/5/ Add. 1 to Add. 4.
It approved its programme of work, the rank ordering of programme el enents
(annex 1), and the list of meetings (annex I1).

(a) Activities of FAOand other Principal Subsidiary Bodi es of ECE of rel evance
to the Tinber Coomittee (TIM1997/6)

14. The Committee was informed by M. K H Schnmincke, D rector, Forest
Products Division of FAOs activities in the field of forestry including the
progress of preparation of FAO s Forest Strategy.

15. The Commttee was also infornmed of the activities of other Principal
Subsi di ary Bodi es of ECE dealing with natters of concerntoit. It took note of
this information and agreed to take it into account when discussing its own
programme of worKk.

(b) Certification issues

16. In the light of the discussion under item2 of the agenda, the Committee
consi dered that the question of certification was of major interest and that it
had some special experience in a little understood area: the markets for

certified products. Furthermore the interactions between certification and
sustai nable forest managenent are conplex and night be analysed under the
Committee auspices. In view of the fact that certification could potentially

affect all parts of the sector, there was no need for a separate programme
element on certification, but rather of addressing certification-Ilinked issues
in several parts of the progranmme. The programme was nodi fied accordingly.

(c) Publ i cati ons

17. The Conmmittee stressed that "publications", notably the Geneva tinber and
forest study papers, were often the major final output of |arge programmes of
i nter-governmental cooperation and thus the final objective of many of its
activities. It was of the highest inportance that they should be widely
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avail able, translated and well presented, so that they could be of use to the
maxi mum nunber of people. For this reason, they urged the ECE secretariat with
the services of the UN Ofice in Geneva (UNOG to nmake every effort to ensure
that these studies were transl ated, and i ssued, within reasonable time linits and
with satisfactory presentation

18. The Committee praised the availability of the session's documents on its
website (http://wwv unece.org/trade/tinber) and encouraged further devel oprent
of this neans of communication. For exanple, the session report, the narket
statenment and tables with the Commttee's forecasts for forest products should
be nade avail abl e as soon as possible. The Committee exhorted that every effort
shoul d be nade to nake this service known.

(d) Tenperate and Boreal Forest Resources Assessnent 2000 ( TBFRA- 2000)

19. The Committee was informed on the progress made in the preparation for the
TBFRA-2000. It took note that the preparatory stage had been conpl eted on tine,
the enquiry had been sent to countries and the replies from nationa
correspondents were expected by 31 January 1998.

20. The Committee urged countries to provide sufficient material and politica
support to their national TBFRA-2000 correspondents to enabl e themto acconplish
their task, including travel funds to attend the ad hoc meeting i n Novenber 1997,
and to provide the infornmation requested.

21. The Tinber Committee noted with gratitude the contribution nmade by some
countries to the TBFRA-2000, and urged countries to consider further whether they
are in a position to contribute resources to help the secretariat inits task of
val i dating and anal ysing the replies received.

22. The Committee requested the secretariat to establish the necessary contacts
with the Montreal process, with a viewto devel oping simlar cooperation to that
al ready existing with the pan-European process.

(e) Forestry assistance to countries in transition

23. The Commttee urged countries which have not yet done so to provide
information on forestry assistance to countries intransitionto the secretariat,
for inclusion in the data base established as part of the inplenmentation of
resolution H3, and countries whi ch have al ready provided information to regularly
update it.

24, The Committee urged all countries preparing programmes for assistance to
countries in transition (both donors and recipient) to take into account at the
pl anning stage both the priority areas and the on-going activities as reported
to CGeneva, to ensure that assistance was well targeted and did not duplicate
ot her assi stance progranmes.

25. M. K Neterda (Czech Republic) proposed to host a workshop on certification
issues for countries in transition in autum 1998 (the exact date and place to
be defined later). The proposal was accepted with gratitude.
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(f) Baltic Study Tour

26. Ms. A Bergquist (Sweden), Vice-Chairman of the Tinber Cormittee, briefed
the Committee on the Baltic Countries Forest and Forest Industries Study Tour (4-
9 May 1997). The Committee warmiy thanked the hosts from Estonia, Latvia and
Li t huani a whose excel | ent organi zation guaranteed the success of the tour

27. The Conmittee wel coned a proposal to hold the 1998 tour in Karelia, back-
to-back with the EFC session in Finland. It asked the Finnish and Russian
authorities, with the secretariat, to nmake the necessary arrangenents.

28. Ireland of fered to host a study tour on plantation forestry, environmenta
i ssues and nodern wood processing plants in 1999.

(9) Meeting of the Team of Specialists on Recycling, Energy and Market

I nt eracti ons

29. M. B. HIlring (Sweden), Leader of the Team of Specialists on Recycling

Energy and Market Interactions, briefed the Conmittee on the outcome of two
neetings, plans for a report to the Conmittee and a workshop in Turkey in 1998.
In light of the escalating inportance of wood fibre recycling and energy
devel opnents, and the conplex policy issues raised by these devel opnents, for
i nstance of coordination between policies for different sectors, the Committee
deci ded to make these thenes the special topic at the next session, and asked the
teamto prepare this discussion. The Commttee agreed to extend the mandate of
the teamfor one year, to 1999, as a workshop had been schedul ed for |ate 1998,
whi ch woul d be reported to the Conmittee's fifty-seventh session in 1999.

(h) Joi nt FAQ ECE Teamof Public Relations Specialists in the Forest and For est

I ndustries Sector

30. Ms. B. Sanness (Norway), Deputy Leader of Joint FAQ ECE Team of Public
Rel ations Specialists in the Forest and Forest Industries Sector, briefed the
Commttee on the teams activities including: a study of wood substitutes
industries public relations canpaigns, publication of "Forest and forest
i ndustries country fact sheets", followup on the public relations for products
of the parent bodies and expansion of the teamis network to southern European
countries. The team has initiated plans for a global forestry commnicators
forumto discuss the results of the study and ot her issues.

(i) Mar ket i ng wor kshop

31. M. |. Bobko (Belarus) noted that a Tinmber Conmmittee workshop on narketing
forest products in countries in transition will be held in Arkhangel sk, Russian
Federation in 1997, wth co-sponsorship from Finland and the Arkhangel sk
Adm nistration. Belarus offered to host a simlar workshop in 1998 if adequate
co- sponsorship fromother countries and organi zati ons coul d be secured.

(i) Cooperation in the field of forest sector statistics

32. The Committee reaffirmed its strong wish to see increased cooperation
between all the organisations dealing with forest sector statistics. It
encouraged greater cooperation between organisations in this field, probably
through the Intersecretariat Wrking Goup on forest sector statistics, in
accordance with the General Assenbly resol ution
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(k) Mandat es of teanms of specialists

33. The Committee requested the secretariat to make available for future
di scussi ons of the programme a set of updated nandates and i nformation sheets of
the various teans, as a support to discussion and deci si on naki ng.

() Qut | ook st udi es

34. The Conmittee noted with regret that, with a few exceptions, it had been
necessary to suspend work on the outl ook studies, pending full staffing of the
CGeneva team but that this work will be taken up as soon as the vacancy is

filled. Taking into account the inportance of outl ook studies, the Committee
urged FAOto fully staff the Geneva group as soon as possibl e.

El ection of officers (Item7 of the agenda)

35. The Conmittee reelected M. N A Burdin (Russian Federation), Chairman and
Ms. A Bergquist (Sweden) and M. G Siegel (Austria) Vice-Chairnen, to hold
office fromthe end of the session, until the end of the fifty-sixth session

Any other business (Item8 of the agenda)

36. The norning of Thursday 9 Cctober was devoted to technical briefings by
nmenbers of the secretariat on the following priority activities: Tenperate and
Boreal Forest Resources Assessment 2000, Intersecretariat Wrking Goup on
Forest Sector Statistics, and Tinber Commttee conmunication and information.
Briefings were intended to encourage understanding of the work and provide an
opportunity for infornal dialogue on the issues.

Adoption of the report of the Conmittee's session (Item9 of the agenda)

37. The Conmittee adopted its report on the basis of a draft presented by the
secretariat.

Date of next session (Item 10 of the agenda)

38. In accordance with the provisions of the ECE Pl an of Action that sessions
of Principal Subsidiary Bodi es shoul d take pl ace i n the period January- Sept enber,
the dates of the Committee's next session were fixed for 28 Septenber to 1
Cct ober 1998.
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ANNEX |
PART |

| NTEGRATED PROGRAMVE OF WORK OF THE ECE Tl MBER COW TTEE
AND THE FAO EUROPEAN FORESTRY COWM SSI ON
FOR 1998-2002

This programme is carried out by the ECE Ti nber Committee (TC and the FAO
European Forestry Conmi ssion (EFC), and their subsidiary bodies, which neet
approximately in a two year cycle:

- The Joint FAQ ECE ILO Conmittee on Forest Technol ogy, Managenent and
Trai ning (JO (1998, 2000)

- The Joint FAQECE Wrking Party on Forest Economcs and Statistics
(FES) (1999, 2001)

- The EFC Working Party on Managenent of Muntain Watersheds (1998, 2000)

- The EFC AFWZ NEFC Wor ki ng Party on Mediterranean Forestry Questions Silva
Medi terranea (SM (1999, 2001)

kkkkhkkkkhkkkikikkkikhkk*k

A CORE PROGRAMVE: MONI TORI NG AND ANALYSI S OF SUSTAI NABLE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
FOREST AND FOREST PRODUCTS SECTOR I N THE REG ON

1.1 Coll ection and dissemnation of information on trends in the sector,
i ncluding publication of the Tinber Bulletin (priority ranking 4)

Description: Infornmationis regularly collected and di ssem nated on producti on,
trade and prices of roundwood and forest products, and forest fires.

Met hod of work: Statistics are collected on an annual basis fromcountries and
published in the Tinber Bulletin (6 issues a year). Data collection is
coordi nated wi th FAO Rone and EURCSTAT (possibly other organisations e.g. |TTO
in future), and the results are shared between all three organisations. The
whol e systemis reviewed by the Joint FAQ ECE Wrking Party on Forest Econonics
and Statistics at its biennial sessions.

Dur ation: Conti nui ng

1.2 Forest Resource Assessnent 2000 (tenperate and boreal forests)
(priority ranking 5)

Description: Information on the forest resource of the tenperate and boreal zones
(i ncluding devel oped countries outside the ECE region), will be collected and
published in the context of the FAO global forest resource assessnent, under
the guidance of the Joint FAQECE Wrking Party on Forest Econonics and
Statistics.
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Met hod of work: The results of an enquiry, circul ated to national corespondents
in 1997, wll be published in 1999. The enquiry was prepared under the
supervision of a team of specialists, taking into account the reconmmendati ons
of the Experts Consultation at Kotka (Finland) in June 1996. An ad hoc neeting
in Novenber 1997 will be held to brief national correspondents on the
i npl ementation of the assessnent and interpretation of the enquiry. At all
stages, the work is being carried out in close cooperation with the FAO Forestry
Department and ot her organi sations active in this area.

Duration: Continuing, reviewin 2003

1.3 Sust ai nabl e forest nanagenent in the region: support to the followup to
UNCED and the pan European process on the protection of forests
(priority ranking 1)

Descri ption: The Commttee and the Conmission wll provide support, as
appropriate, to the foll ow up to UNCED, including the work of the Comm ssion for
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprent (CSD), the Intergovernnental Forumon Forests (I FF), and
t he pan-European process of the Mnisterial Conference on the Protection of
Forests. In particular the Conm ssion will review, on a regul ar basis, national
forest policies and selected topical policy issues, such as certification of
sust ai nabl e forest managernent, in order to reviewinpl ementation at the national
| evel of the provisions of UNCED and the pan European process, and as support
for national policy makers. The Commttee and the Conmission will collect and
anal yse information relevant to Helsinki Conference resolutions HL and H2,
notably as regards quantitative indicators of sustainable forest managenent and
support the report to the Lisbon Conference on this subject.

Met hod of work: At each EFC session, del egates submt national progress reports,
according to an outline drawn up by the Executive Commttee. These reports are
synt hesi zed by the secretariat before the session, presented and di scussed. At

its session in 1998, the EFC will discuss those results of CSD relevant to
Europe, topical issues relevant to Europe and fornulate recomrendations
concerning FAOs strategy from a European viewpoint. In addition, the

secretariat, in agreenent with the General Coordinating Commttee of the pan
European process and in cooperation wth other relevant international
organi sations, including FAQ EU COECD and I CP Forest will supply data rel evant
tothe Hel sinki |ist of quantitative indicators of sustainabl e forest nanagenent.
Exi sting sources, notably the Forest Resource Assessment, will be used to the
extent possible, and may be nodified to inprove their capacity to help the pan
Eur opean process. In view of the considerable inportance of good public
information and relations for sustainable forest managerment, a team of
specialists will work towards creating a positive inage of the forest sector,
according to the nandate in TIMR 280; FO EFC/ 96/ 16, annex. A team of
speci al i sts, under the auspices of the Joint FAQOECEH ILO Commttee will provide
input for a possible resolution on social aspects of the forest sector for the
Li sbon Conf er ence.

Duration: to 1999
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1.4 Activities for countries in transition, including coordination of
i npl ementation of resolution H3 of the Helsinki Mnisterial Conference
(priority ranking 6)

Description: The Conmittee and Commission wll provide assistance to the
countries in transition, in order to pronote the process of econom ¢ reformand
transition to a market econony in their forest and forest products sector. The
topics and thenes to be included in this programme shall be in line with the
priorities and needs identified by the countries concerned. |n particular, the
Committee and the Commission will contribute to inplementing resolution H3 on
forestry assistance to countries in transition, by nonitoring and anal ysing this
assi stance, in particular to determne whether it corresponds to countries' real
needs and priorities.

Met hod of work: The work is guided by a team of specialists, which neets
regul arly (next in Novenber 1997 in Sl ovenia). The secretariat, as international
coordinator for H3, collects, stores and analyses information and reports
regularly to the parent bodies and, as appropriate, to neetings of the pan-
Eur opean process. A data base on forestry assistance to countries in transition
is maintained and its contents nade available. The Conmittee and Conmi ssion
i npl ement a wi de range of activities, notably workshops, which are schedul ed and
organi zed in a flexible manner, under two broad headi ngs:

- Institution building, including Iegal and policy infrastructure;
- Devel opnent of market oriented and ecol ogical ly sound enterpri ses.

A VWorkshop on certification of sustainable forest nanagenent and narkets for
certified products in countries intransitionwll be held in the Czech Republic
in autum 1998.

Duration: to 1999

1.5 Revi ew of markets for forest products and short termforecasts (priority
ranki ng 2)

Description: The Committee anal yses, on a continuous basis, short termtrends
inthe production, trade, consunption and prices of forest products and forecasts
short term prospects, with a view to providing Governments and the forest
products sector with accurate and up-to-date infornati on and assessnents.

Met hod of work: The annual session of the Tinber Commttee reviews short term
trends and prospects in the markets, on the basis of estinates provided by
del egations and the Forest Products Annual Market Review, Prepared by the
secretariat, which reviews trends in the previous year. An analysis of trends,
approved by the Commttee, is published. The Commttee's narket di scussion al so
reviews trends in the nmarkets for certified forest products on the basis of
information provided by del egations on devel opments in their countries, and
statenents by experts.

Dur ati on: Conti nui ng



ECE/ TI M 89
page 11
Annex |

1.6 Qutl ook for the supply and demand for tinmber and for non-wood goods and
services (priority ranking 3)

Description: The Conmmittee and Commi ssion prepare, keep under review and
regul arly up-date projections and forecasts of |long-termtrends in production,
trade, consunption and prices of forest products, and of the interaction of all
of these, in order to assess the long termsustainability of the European tinber
supply. The Committee and the Conmission will also carry out a study on the
outl ook for the supply and dermand of the non-wood goods and services of the
forest. The work is overseen and gui ded by the FAQ ECE Wirking Party on Forest
Econonics and Statistics.

Met hod of work: The fifth European tinber trends study (ETTS V) was published
and dissemnated in 1996. The joint session in 1996 reviewed its results and
di scussed its inplications for policy. An evaluation of the whol e process was
carried out by the Joint FAQ ECE Wrking Party. A core teamon outl ook studies
and data will be formed and hold its first neeting in 1998. The secretariat,
gui ded by the core team will inplenent the Wrking Party's recommendati ons, as
soon as the Geneva group is fully staffed.

A study, by a team of specialists, on the situation for non-wood goods and
servi ces, conposed of national reports prepared according to a comon format,
will be issued in 1997.

A teamof specialists on recycling, energy and narket interactions will analyse
the influences and interactions of technol ogical and |egislative devel opnents
on recycling, energy and tinber nmarkets, according to the mandate in
TIMR 281/ Add. 4;, FO EFC/ 96/17/Add.4). This analysis will be the basis of a
speci al discussion at the Conmittee's fifty-sixth session.

Dur ati on: Conti nui ng

B. AREAS COF | NTERGOVERNVENTAL COOPERATI ON UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE
COWM SSI ON ANDY R THE COWM TTEE

2.1 Joi nt FAQ ECE Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics (priority
ranki ng 7)

Description: The Wrking Party keeps under review the needs for international
statistics in the forest and forest products sector and devel ops programres to
neet those needs, notably with regard to inproving conparability; devel ops
nmet hodol ogi es for collection and analysis of information and statistics; and
undertakes projects inthe field of economcs and statisticsrelatingto forestry
and forest products.

Met hod of work: The Wirking Party nmeets every two years and advi ses t he parent
bodies and the secretariat on the inplenentation of work in its field. In
particular, it is responsible for guiding the inplementation, in its area of
conpet ence, of programme elenments 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.5 and 1.6.

Dur ation: Conti nui ng
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2.2 Joint FAO ECE/ILO Committee on Forest Technol ogy, Managenent and Trai ni ng
(priority ranking 8)

Description: The Joint Commttee assists countries, in particular those which
its parent bodies may identify at any tine as requiring priority attention, to
devel op their forestry activities in the context of sustainable devel opnent.
This is achieved by fostering international cooperation on technical, economc
and organi zati onal aspects of forest managerment and forest working techniques
and of the training of forest workers in logging and forest operations.

Met hod of work: The Joint Commttee's activities are led by a Steering Conmttee
whi ch nmeets annually. There are three subject areas: managenent (e.g nultiple
use forestry, ecol ogi cal and econom cal issues, narketing, infornation systens),
technology (e.g. forest engineering, ecologically and econonically sound
operations in silviculture, wood harvesting and transport) and training (e.g.
for workers, supervisors and nanagers, i ncl udi ng appl i ed ergonom cs, occupati onal
safety and health and social aspects of forestry). Mich of the work is carried
out by teans of specialists which report to the Joint Conmittee and Steering
Comm ttee sessions. Adetail ed programme for the Joint Commttee' s work i n 1997-
2001 is contained in TIMEFC WP. 1/ AC. 1/ 20.

Dur ati on: Conti nui ng

2.3 EFC/ AFWC/ NEFC Comrittee on Mediterranean Forestry Questions, Silva
Medi terranea (priority ranking 9)

Description: Silva Mediterranea wll advise FAO and menber countries in the
Medi terranean region on the inplementation of the Mditerranean Forest Action
Programme (MED-FAP). It will al so encourage the exchange of information and the

coordi nation of research intopics of interest to Mediterranean forestry, through
research networKks.

Met hod of work: Silva Mediterranea will act, at regular sessions (seventeenth
in Turkey in 1997) and between them as an inter-governmental forum for the
coordination, nonitoring and orientation of MED-FAP. It wll contribute to
identifying international regional priority activities, as well as desi gni ng and
nonitoring them Six research networks are at present operational, focusing on
forest fires, key species of the subregion (stone pine, cedar species, and, the
nost recently created network, on cork oak), other rmultipurpose tree species,
and on sel ection of stands of Mediterranean conifers for the production of seeds
to be used in reforestation programres.

Dur ati on: Conti nui ng

2.4 FAO Wrking Party on the Managenent of Muntain Watersheds (priority
ranki ng 10)

Description: The Wrking Party collects information, docunents technol ogies,
noni tors evol uti on, exchanges experience and di scusses progress w thin nountain
ecosystens in view of their sustainabl e managenent and conservation. |nportant
areas of concentration will be sustainabl e managenent and security of rnountain
ecosystens, with special attention to torrent control, aval anches, risk zoning,
and mappi ng and early warni ng systens.
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Met hod of work: The Wrking Party has an inportant role in the followup of
Agenda 21, and supports FAO s role as task manager for chapter 13 on nountain
ecosystens. The twenty-first session will be held in May/June 1998 in the Czech
Republic. Key areas of concentration will be sustainabl e managenent of nountain
ecosystens, inproved mountain |ivelihood systens, in response to UNCED
activities related to international agreements on nountains, and risk and
di saster control and nonitoring.

Dur ation: Conti nui ng

PART |1

Projects for possible inplenentation at a future tine

(See ECE decision O (45) and Supplementary report containing the views and
proposal s of ECE to the Special Commission of ECOSCC, E ECE 1150/ Rev. 1, para.
131)

Structural trends in markets for forest products and in the structure and
capacity of forest industries

Description: The Committee and the Conm ssion review nediumterm (3-5 years)
trends in the producti on, consunption, trade and prices of major forest products
and the structure and capacity of the sawnilling and wood-based panels
i ndustries, sothat governnents nay be conti nuously i nforned of structural trends
in the forest products sectors.

Work acconplished and to be undertaken: Mediumtermsurveys are carried out on
a 3-year rotation of sectors. These surveys incorporate as appropriate the
results of surveys of the structure and capacity of major sectors (every tine
for panels, every other time for sawmlling). The issue of the nediumterm
surveys has been suspended until the CGeneva staff is at full strength.
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ANNEX | |

PROVI SI ONAL LI ST OF MEETINGS IN 1998 AND 1999 FALLI NG W THI N
THE TI MBER COMWM TTEE' S PROGRAMVE OF WORK

Not e:

ECE was wel |

countries or

consul t ed.

Dat e

21-22 April

20-24 April

Apri
to be
confi r med)

(dates

4-8 May

9-13
Sept enber

14- 16
Sept enber

September
(dates to be
confi r med)

28 Sept enber
- 1 Cctober

Cct ober
(dates to be
confi r med)

The meetings are sub-divided into two categories:
are open to del egates or approved representatives fromall

Locati on
CGeneva

La Basti de
des Jour dans

(France)

Ceneva

Pol and

Banska
Stiavni ca
(Sl ovaki a)

Zvol en

(Sl ovaki a)

Ot (Austria)

Ceneva

Karelia

(Fi nl and,
Russi an
Federati on)

Meetings nmarked (B) are those
i ndi viduals nomnated by their
activity concerned, e.g. a team of specialists. A

(http://unece.org/trade/tinber) an up to date cal endar of

neetings marked (A)
menber countries of

as fromother countries that are nmenbers of the United Nations and
organi zations accredited to ECE (or
co-sponsored by then).

to FAO and ILQ in the case of neetings
restricted to the
countries to take part in the
the Commttee's website

neetings, can be

1998

Title

Meeting of the Tinber Committee office hol ders
and the EFC Executive Conmittee(B)

Semnar on forestry training for target groups

that are hard to reach (A

Team of specialists on Tenperate and Boreal
Forest Resource Assessment 2000 ( TBFRA- 2000) ( B)

First Baltic Conference on Forest Fire (B)

Senminar on inproving working conditions and
i ncreasing productivity in forestry (A

Joi nt FAQ ECEH/ ILO Conmittee  on
Technol ogy, Managenent and Trai ni ng,
second session (A)

For est
twenty-

FAQ Austria sem nar on pl anni ng and nanagenent
in forest operations for countries in
transition (A)

ECE TI MBER COW TTEE, fifty-sixth session (A)
Joi nt Tinmber Committeel/ European Forestry

Comm ssion study tour, in conjunction with the
EFC twenty-ni nth session (A)



Cct ober or
Novenber
(dates to be
confi r med)

Cct ober or
Novenber
(dates to be
confi r nmed)

Undeci ded

Undeci ded

Dat e

April (dates
to be
confi r med)

26- 28 May

June or
September
(dates to be
confi r med)

20- 24
Sept enber

27-30
Sept enber

Italy
(to be

conf i r med)

Czech
Republ i c

M nsk
(Bel ar us)

Canada

Locati on

Ceneva

Ceneva

Gssi ach
(Austri a)

Pessac
(France)

Ceneva
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Semnar on harvesting of wood and non-wood
forest products in the Mediterranean region (A

Wr kshop on certification issues for countries
intransition (B)

Wrkshop on marketing of forests products in
countries in transition (B)

Team of specialists on reducing inpact of
forest operations (B)

1999

Title

Meeting of the Tinber Committee office hol ders
and the EFC Executive Conmittee(B)

Joi nt FAQ ECE Wr ki ng Party on Forest Econoni cs

and Statistics, twenty-second session (A

Wr kshop on newtrends in harvesting with cabl e
cranes (A

Senminar on forest operations of tomnorrow (A)

ECE TI MBER COW TTEE, fifty-seventh session (A)



